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NM74. WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 3, 1712. 



Asperitas agrestis, et ineoncinna. 

HoR. 1 Ep. xvUi. 6. 

Rade, rustic, and inelegant. 

* MH. SPECTATOR, 

* Being of the number of those that have lately re- 
tired from the centre of business and pleasure, my 
uneasiness in the country where I am, arises rather 
from the society than the solitude of it. To be 
obliged to receive and return visits from, and to, a 
circle of neighbours, who, through diversity of age 
or inclination, can neither be entertaining nor service- 
able to us, is a vile loss of time, and a slavery from 
which a man should deliver himself, if possible : for 
why must 1 lose the remaining part of my life, be- 
cause they have thrown away the former part of 
theirs ? It is to me an insupportable affliction, to be 
tormented with the narrations of a set of people, who 
are warm in their expressions of the quick relish of 
that pleasure which their dogs and horses have a 
more delicate taste of. I do also in my heart detest 
and abhor that damnable doctrine and position of the 
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necessity of a bumper, though to onc'fT own toast : 
for thdogi: it is pretended that these deep potations 
. are used only to inspire gaiety, they certainly drown 
that cheerfulness which would survive a raoderate 
.v\ cuculation. If at thf^se meetings, it were left to every 
,\ "^t V ' stranger either to fill his glass according to his own 
'•:\ ' inclination, or, to make his retreat when he finds he 
has been sufficiently obedient to that of others, these 
entertainments would be governed with more good 
sense, and consequently with more good breeding, 
than at present they are. Indeed, where any of the 
guests are known to measure their fame or pleasure 
by their glass, proper exhortations might be used to 
these to push their fortunes in this sort of reputation ; 
but, where it is unseasonably insisted on to a modest 
stranger, this drench may be said to be swallowed 
"with the same necessity as if it had been tendered 
in the horn for that purpose,* with this aggravating 
circumstance, that it distresses the entertainer's 
guest in the same degree as it relieves his horses. 
* To attend, without impatience, an account of five- 
barred gates, double ditches, and precipices, and 
to survey the orator with desiring eyes, is, to me, ex- 
tremely difficult, but absolutely necessary, to be 
upon tolerable terms with him ; but then the occa- 
sional burstings out into laughter is of all other ac- 
complishments the most requisite. I confess at pre- 
sent I have not that command of these convulsions 
as is necessary to be good company : therefore I beg 
you would publish this letter, and let me be known 
all at once for a ^ueer fellow, and avoided. It is 
monstrous to me, that we who are given to reading 
and calm conversation, should ever be visited by 
these roarers ; but they think they themselves, as 
neighbours, may come into our rooms with the same 
right that they and their dogs hunt in our grounds, 
* ▲ horn is used to administer potions to horses. 
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' Your institution of clubs I hare always admired, 
in which you constantly endeavoured the union of 
the metaphorically defunct ^ that is, such as are nei- 
ther serviceable to the busy and enterprising part of 
mankind/ iior entertaining to the retired and specu- 
lative. There should certainly therefore in each 
county be established a club of the persons whose 
conversations I have described, who for their own 
private, as also the public emolument, should ex- 
clude, and be excluded, all other society. Their 
attire should be the same with their huntsmen's, and 
none should be admitted into this green conversa- 
tion-piece, except he had broken his collar-bone 
thrice. A broken rib or two might also admit a man 
without the least opposition. The president must 
necessarily have broken his neck, and have been 
taken up dead once or twice : for the more maims 
this brotherhood shall have met with, the easier 
will their conversation flow and keep up; and when 
any one of these vigorous invalids had finished his 
narration of the collar-bone, this naturally would in- 
troduce the history of the ribs. Besides, the dif- 
ferent circumstances of their falls and fractures 
would help to prolong and diversify their relations. 
There should also be another club of sirch men, who 
had not succeeded so well in maiming themselves, 
but are however in the constant pursuit of these ac- 
complishments. I would by no means.be suspected, 
by what I have said, to traduce in general the body 
of fox-hunters, for whilst I look upon a reasonable 
creature full speed after a pack of dogs by ^vay of 
pleasure, and not of business, I shall always make 
honourable mention of it. 

* But the most irksome conversation of all others 
I have met with in the neighbourhood, has been 
a mong two or three of your travellers who have 
overlooked men and manners, and have passed 

b2 
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throagh France and Italy with the same observation 
that the carriers and stage coachmen do through 
Great Britain ; that is, their stops and stages have 
been regulated according to the liquor they have 
met with in their passage. They indeed remember 
the names of abundance of places, with the parti- 
cular fineries of certain churches : but their distin- 
guishing mark is certain prettiness of foreign lan- 
guages, the meaning of which they could have better 
expressed in their own. The entertainment of these 
fine observers, Shakspeare has described to consist 

" In talkiog of the Alpn and Appenines, 
The P} reuean, oiid the River Po :*' 

and then concludes with a sigh, 

** Now tbif is worxliipful lociety I'' 

* I would not be thought in all this to hate such 
honest creatures as dogs : I am only unhappy that I 
cannot partake in their diversions. But 1 love them 
so well, as dogs, that I often go with my pockets 
•tuffed with bread to dispense my favours, or mak9 
my way through them at neighbours* houses. Tlicre 
is, in particular, a young hound of great expectation* 
vivacity, and enterprise, that attends my flights 
wherever he spies me. This creature observes my 
countenance, and behaves himself accordingly. His 
mirth, his frolic, and joy, upon the sight of me, has 
been observed, and I have been gravely desired not 
to encourage him so much, for it spoils his parts ; 
but I think ne shews them sufHciently in the several 
boundings, friskings, and scourings, when he makes 
his court to me : but f foresee in a little time he 
and I must keep company with one another only, 
for we arc fit for no gther m these parts. Having 
informed you how I do pass my time in the country 
where I am, I must proceed to tell you how I would 
pass it, had I such a fortune as would put me abov9 
the observance of ceremony and custom. 
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^ My scheme of a country life then should be as 
follows* As I am happy in three or foilr very agree- 
able friends, these I would constantly have with me ; 
and the freedom we took with one another at school 
and the university, we would maintain and exert 
upon all occasions with great courage. There should 
be certain hours of the day to be employed in read- 
ing, during which time it should be impossible for 
any one of us to enter the other's chamber, unless 
by storm. After this we would communicate the 
trash or treasure we had met with, with our oyfn 
reflections upon the matter; the justness of which 
we would controvert with good-humoured warmth, 
and never spare one another out of that complaisant 
spirit of conversation, which makes others affirm 
and deny the same matter in a quarter of an hour. 
If any of the neighbouring gentlemen, not of our 
turn, should take it in their heads to yisit me, I 
should look upon these persons in the same degree 
enemies to my particular state of happiness, as ever 
the French were to that of the public, and I would 
be at an annual expense in spies to observe their 
motions. Whenever I should be surprised with a 
visit, as I hiEite drinking, I would be brisk in swil- 
ling bumpers, upon this maxim, 'that it is better to 
trouble others with my impertinence, than to be 
troubled myself with theirs. The necessity of an in- 
firmary makes me resolve to fall to that project; 
and as we should be but five, the terrors of an in- 
voluntary separation, which our number cannot so 
well admit of, would make us exert ourselves in 
opposition to all the particulars mentioned in your 
institution of that equitable confinement. This my 
way of life I know would subject me to the impu- 
tation of a morose, covetous, and singular fellow. 
These and all other hard words, with all manner qf 
insiped jests, and all other reproach^ would be mattct 

B 3 
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of mirth to me and my friends : besides, I would 

destroy the application of the epithets, morose and 

covetous, by a yearly relief of my undeservedly 

necessitous neighbours, and by treating my friends 

and domestics with a humanity that should express 

the obligation to lie rather on my side ; and as for 

the word singular, I was always of opinion every 

man must be so, to be what one would desire him, 

* Your very humble servant, 

• J. E.'* 
*MR, SPECTATOR, 

* About two years ago, I was called upon 
by the younger part of a country family, by my 
hiothei's side related to me, to visit Mr. Campbellt, 
the dumb man; for they told mc that that was chief- 
ly what brought them to town, having heard won- 
ders of him in Essex. I, who always wanted faith 
in matters of that kind, was not easily prevailed on 
to go; but, lest they should take it ill» I went with 
them ; when to my surprise, Mr. Campbell related 
all their past life; in short, had he not been pre- 
vented, such a discovery would have come out as 

♦ This letter was probubly written by Steele's fellow col- 
legian and friend, the Rev. Mr. Richard Parker. This accom- 
plished scholar was for many years vicar of Enibleton, in 
Nortbiimberland, a living in the gift of Merion-college, where 
he and Steele lived in the most cordial familiarity. Not re- 
lishing the rural sports of Bamboroughshi re, hn declined the in- 
terchange of visits with most of the hospitable geullenien in 
his neighbourhood: who, invigorated by their diversions, in- 
dulged in copious meals, and were apt io ba vociferous in their 
mirth, and over importunate with their guests, to join in their 
conviviality. 

t Duncan Campbell announced himself to the publie 
<is a Scotch highlander, g.fied with ilie second sight. He 
was, or pretended to be, deaf and dumb, and succeeded in 
makinga fortune to himself, by prnctising, for some years, on 
the credulity of the vulgar in the ignominious chiuraeter ef* 
furtune-telier. 
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would have ruined the next design of theirtx)nifing 
to town, viz. buying wedding clothes. Our names 
—though he never heard of us before— and we 
endeavoured to conceal were as familiar to 

him as to ourselves. To be sure, Mr. Spectator, 
he is a very learned and wise man. Being impatient 
to know my fortune, having paid my respects in a 
family Jacobus, he told me (after his manner) 
among several other things, that in a year and nine 
months I should fall ill of a new fever, be given 
over by my physicians, but should with much diffi- 
culty recover ; that, the first time I took the air af- 
terwards, I should be addressed to by a young 
gentleman of a plentiful fortune, good sense, and a 
generous spirit. Mr. Spectator, he is the purest 
man in the world, for all he said is coipe to pass, 
and I am the happiest «he. in Kent. I have been 
in quest of Mr. Campbell these three months, and 
cannot find him out. Now, hearing you are a dumb 
man too, 1 thought you might correspond, and be 
able to tell me something ; for I think myself highly 
obliged to make his fortune, as he has mine. It 
* is very possible your worship, who has spies all 
over this town, can inform me how to send to him. 
If you can, I beseech you be as speedy as possible, 
and you will highly obHge 

* Your constant reader and admirer, 

DULCIB£LLA THA'NKLEY.' 

Ordered, That the inspector I employ about won- 
ders inquire at the Golden- Lion, opposite to the 
Half-Moon tavern in Drury-lane, into the merit of 
this silent sage, and report accordingly. 
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NM75. THURSDAY, SEPT. 4, 1712. 



' Qua! res in se neque consilium, neque modum 

Hahet ullum, earn consilio regere non potes, 

Tbr. Eud. Act. i Sc. 1. 

Tlie things that in itself has neither measure nor coDsiderati(m^ 
counsel cannot rule. 

It is an old observation, which has been made of 
politicians who would rather ingratiate themselyes 
with their sovereign, than promote his real service, 
that they accommodate their counsels to his Inclina- 
tions, afid advise him to such actions only as his 
heart is naturally set tipon. The privy counsellor 
of one in love must observe the same conduct, tin- 
less he would forfeit the friendship of the person 
who desires his advice. I have known several o^ 
cases of this nature. Hipparchus was going to 
marry a common woman ; but being resolved to do 
nothing without the advice of his friend Philander, 
he consulted him upon the occasion. Philander told 
him his mind freely, and represented his mistress to 
him in such strong colours, that the next morning 
he received a challenge for his pains, and before 
twelve o'clock was run through the body by the man 
who had asked his advice. Celia was more prudei^ 
on the like occasion. She desired Leonilla, to give 
her opinion freely upon the young fellow who made 
his addresses to her. Leonilla, to oblige her, told her 
with great frankness, that she looked upon him as 
one of the most worthless— Celia, foreseeing what 
a character she was to expect, begged her not to^o 
on, for that. she had been privately married to him 
above a fortnight. The truth of it is, a woman sel- ' 
dom asks advice before she has bought her wedding 
clothes. When she has made her own choice, for 
form's sake she sends a conge dUlire to her friends. 
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If we look into the secret springs and motives that 
set people at work on these occasions, and put them 
upon asking advice which they never intena to take, 
I look upon it to be none of the least, that they are 
incapable of keeping a secret which is so very plea- 
sing to them. A girl longs to tell her confidante, 
that she hopes to be married in a little time ; and, 
in order to talk of the pretty fellow that dwells so 
much in her thoughts, asks her very gravely, what 
she would advise her to do in a case of so much dif- 
ficulty. Why else should Melissa, who had not a 
thousand pounds in the world, go into every quarter 
of the town to ask her acquaintance, whether they 
would advise her to take Tom Townly, that made 
his addresses to her with an estate of five thousand 
a year? It is very pleasant, on this occasion, to hear 
the lady propose her doubts, and to see the pains 
she is at to get over them. 

I must not here omit a practice that is in use among 
the vainer part of our own sex, who will often ask 
a friend*s advice in relation to a fortune whom they 
are never like to come at. Will Honeycomb, who 
is now on the verge of three-score, took me aside not 
long since, and asked me in his most serious look, 
whether I would advise him to marry my Lady Betty 
Single, who, by the way, is one of the greatest for- 
tunes about town. I stared him full in the face upon 
so strange a question; upon which he immediately 
gave me an inventory of her jewels and estate, add- 
ing that he was resolved to. do nothing in a iriatter 
of such consequence without my approbation. Find- 
ing he would have an answer, I told him if he could 
get the lady's consent he had mine. This is about 
the tenth match which, to my knowledge, Will has 
consulted his friends upon, without ever opening his 
mind to the party herself. % 
I have been engaged iu this subject by the 
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followingletter, which comes to me from some notable 
young female scribe, who, by the contents of it^ 
seems to have carried matters so far, that she is ripe 
for asking advice ; but as I would not lose her good 
will, nor forfeit the reputation which I have with 
her for wisdom, I shall only communicate the letter 
to the public without returning any answer to it. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Now, «ir, the thing is this, Mr. Shapely 
is the prettiest gentleman about town. He is very 
tall, but not too tall neither, lie dances like an ang^l. 
His mouth is made 1 do not know how, but it is 
the prettiest that I ever saw in my life. He is always 
laughing, for he has an infinite aeal of wit. If you 
did but see how he rolls his stockings ! He has a 
thousand pretty fancies, and I am sure^ if you saw 
him, you would like him. He is a very good scholar, 
and can talk Latin as fast as English. I wish you 
could but see him dance. Now you must under* 
stand poor Mr. Shapely has no estate ; but how can 
he help that, you know ? And yet my friends are so 
unreasonable as to be always teasing me about him, 
because he has no estate ; but 1 am sure he has that 
that is better than an estate ; for he is a good-na- 
tured, ingenious, modest, civil, tall, well-bred, hand- 
some man ; and I am obliged to him for his civilities 
ever since I saw him. I forgot to tell you that he 
has black eyes, and looks upon me now and then as 
if he had tears in them. And yet my friends are sa 
unreasonable, that they would have me -be uncivil to 
him. I have a good portion which they cannot 
hinder me of, and I shall be fourteen on the 29th 
day of August next, and am therefore willing to 
settle in the world as soon as I can, and so is Mr. 
Shapely. But every body I advise with here, it. 
poor Mr. Shapely*s enemy. I desire therefore you 
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"wiU give me your advice, for I know you are a wise 
man ; and if you advise me well, I am resolved to 
follow it. I heartily wish you could see him dance; 
and am, 

* SIR, 

' Your most humble servant, 

* B, D.' 

* He loves your Spectators mightily/ 

C. 
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• Lueidus or do, 

HoR. Ars, Poet. 41. 

Method gires light, 

Among my daily papers which 1 bestow on the 
public, there are some which are written with regu- 
larity and method, and others that rim out into 
the wildness of those compositions which go by the 
name of essays. As for the first, I have the whole 
scheme of the discourse in my mind before I set pen 
to paper. In the other kind of writing, it is suffi* 
cieut that I have several thoughts on a subject, with- 
out troubling myself to range them in such order, 
that they may seem to grow out of one another, and 
be disposed under the proper heads. Seneca and 
Montaigne are patterns for writing in this last kind, 
as TuUy and Aristotle excel in the other. When I 
read .an author of genius who writes without me- 
thod, I fancy myself in a wood that abounds with a 
great many noble objects, rising among one an- 
other in the greatest confusion and disorder. When 
I read a methodical discourse, I am in a regular 
plantation, and can place myself in its several 
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centres, sn as to take a view af all tlic lines and 

walks that are stmelc from them. You mny ramble 

in the ooe a whole day tngether, and eveiy moment 

diGCOver something or other that is new to you; 

I" but when you have done, you will have but a. con- 

{nsed imperfect notion of the place : in the other 

I your eye commands the whole prospect, and gives 

I you such an idea of it as is not easily worn out of 

the memory. 

Irregularity and want of method are only sup- 
portable in men of great learning or geuiua, who 
are often too full to be exact, and therefore choose 
to throw down their pearls in heaps before the 
leader, rather than be at the pains of stringing; 
them. 

Method is of advantage to a work, both in respect 
to the writer and the reader. In regard to the first, 
it is a great help to his invention. When a man has 
planned his discourse, he finds a great many 
thoughts rising out of every head, that do not offer 
themselves upon the general survey of a subject. 
His thoughU are at the same time more intelligible, 
and better discover their drift and meaning, when 
they are placed in their proper lights, and follow 
one another in a regular series, than when they are 
■thrown together without order and conneiuon. 
There is always an obscurity in confusion ; and the 
same sentence that would have enhghtened the 
reader in one part of a discourse, perplexes him 
in another. For the same reason, likewise, every 
thought in a methodical discourse shews itself in 
its greatest beauty, as the several figures in a piece 
of painting receive new grace from their disposition 
in the prctore. The advantages of a reader from si 
methodical discourse are correspondent with those 
of the writer. He comprehends every thing easily, 
takes it in with pleasure, and retains it long. 
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Melhotl is not less requiaita in ordinary convcr- 
ration than in ifriting, provided a man would talk 
:to make himseir understood. I, who hear a thou- 
^ '$«id coffee-house debates every day, am very sensi- 
•We of this want of method in the thoughts of my 
'konest countrymen. There is not one dispute in 
'•en which is managed in those schools of politics, 
where, after the three tirsl sentences, the question 
''is not entirely lost. Our disputants put me in mind 
.sCthe scuttle-figh, that, when he is unable to extri- 
'Catc himself, blackens all the water about him until 
■be becomes invisible. The man who does not know 
bow to methodise his thoughts, has always, to bor- 
I9W a phrase from the Dispensary, ' a barren 
'superfluity of words;' thefruit is lost amidst exuber- 
ance of leaves. 

Tom Puzile is one of the most eminent irametho- 
«lical disputants of any that has fallen under my ob- 
fervation. Tom has read enough to make him very 
impertinent: his knowledge is sufBcient to raise 
. doubts, but not to clear them. It is a pity that he 
has so much learning, or that he has not a great 
deal more. With these qualiBcatioDs Tomsets up for 
a free-thinker, finds a great many things to blame in 
the constitution of his country, and gives shrewd in- 
timations that he does not believe another world. 
In short. Puzzle is an atheist as much as his pexts 
Will give him leave. He has got about half a dozen 
oommon-place topics, into which he never fails to 
'tarn the conversation, whatever was the occasion of 
Though the matter in debate be about Douay 
. or Denain, it is ten to one but half his discourse runs 
< vpon the unreasonableness of bigotry and priestcraft. 
,1 This makes Mr. Puzzle the admiration of all those 
: who have less sense than himself, and the contempt 
■ of all those who have more. There is none in town 
fwhom Tom dreads so much as my Eriend Will Dry, 
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WUl, who is acquainted with Tom's logic, when he 
finds him running off the question, cuts him short 
with a * What then? We allow all this to be true; 
but what is it to our present purpose T I have 
known Tom eloquent half an hour together, and tri- 
umphing, as he Uiought, in the superiority of the ar- 
gument, when he has been nonplussed on a sudden 
by Mr. Dry's desiripg him to tell the company what 
it was that he endeavoured to prove. In short, Dry 
is a man of a clear methodical head, but few words, 
and gains the same advantages over Puzzle, that a 
small body of regular troops would gain over anum- 
beiiess undisciplined militia. 

C. 
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•^n me tudii amabilis 



/iMania t Audire, et videor p%9» 
Errare per iueof, amttnte 

Q,uo» et aquic subeunt et aurte, 

HoR. 30d. iv.5. 



-Does airy hxkoj cheat 



My nnDd weU pleas'd with the deceit? 

I seem to bear, I seem to move. 

And wander through the happy grore, 

Wbeie smooth springs flow, and murrn'ring breexe 

Wantons through the wariiig trees. 

CnsBCH. 
*sim, 
* Hatiko lately read your essay on The Pieasures 
of the loiaginatioii, I was so taken with your 
IlKHigkts upon some of our English gardens, that 
I eannol foiiiear troubling you with a letter iipon 
that suli^U I am one, you must know^ who am 
looked upon as a humourist in gardening. I have 
aet^al acres abovt my hooae, which I call my gar- 
floiy and which a skiUU gardiener wooU aoi Imow 
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what to call. It is a confusion of kitchen and 
parterrre^ orchard and flower garden, which lie so- 
mixt and interwoven with one another, that if a fo- 
reigner, who had seen nothing of our country, should 
be conveyed into my garden at his first landing, he 
would look npon it as a natural wilderness, and one 
of the uncultivated parts of our country. My flowers 
grow up in several parts of the garden in the great- 
est luxuriancy and profusion. I am so far from being 
fond bi any particular one, by reason of its rarity, 
that if I meet with any one in a field which pleases 
me, I give it a place in my garden. By this means, 
when a stranger walks with me, he is surprised to 
see several large spots of ground covered with ten 
thousand different colours, and has often singled 
out flowers that he might have met with under a 
common hedge, in a field, or in a meadow, as some 
of the greatest beauties of the place. The only 
method I observe in this particular, is to range in 
the same quarter the products of the same season, 
that they may make their appearance together, and 
compose a picture of the greatest variety. There 
is the same irregularity in my plantations, which 
run into as great a wilderness as their natures will 
permit. I take in none that do not naturally re- 
joice in the soil ; and am pleased, when I am walk- 
ing in a labyrinth of my own raising, not to know, 
whether the next tree I shall meet with, is an apple 
or an oak, an elm or a pear-tree. My kitchen has 
likewise its particular quarters assigned it; for, 
besides the wholesome luxury which that place 
abounds with, I have always thought a kitchen-gar- 
den a more pleasant sight than the finest orangery, 
or artificial green-house. I love to see every thing 
in its perfection ; and am more pleased to survey 
my rows of cojeworts and cabbages, with a thousand 
nameless pot-herbs^ springing up in their iuU 

c2 
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fragrancy and verdare, than to tee the tender plants 
of foreign countries kept alive by artificial heats, or 
withering in an air and soil that are not adapted to 
them. I must not omit, that there is a fountain 
risine in the upper part of my garden, which forms 
a litUe wandenng rill, and administers to the plea, 
sure, as well as the plenty of the place. I have so 
conducted it, that it visits most of my plantations : 
and have taken particular care to let it run in the 
same manner as it would do in an open field, so that 
it generally passes through banks of violets and prim- 
roses, plats of willow, or other plants, that seem to 
be of its own producing. There is another circum- 
stance in which I am very particular, or, as my neigh- 
bours call me, very whimsical : as my garden invites 
into it all the birds of the; country, by ofieriog 
them the conveniency of springs and shades, soli- 
tude and shelter, I do not suffer any one to destroy 
their nests in the spring, or drive them from their 
usual haunts in fruit time; I value my garden 
more foe being full of blackbirds than cherries, 
and very frankly give them fruit for their songs. • 
By this means I have always the music of the 
season in its perfection, and am highly delighted 
to see the jay or the thrush hopping about my 
walks, and shooting before my eye across the se- 
veral little glades and alleys that I pass through* 
I think there are as many kinds of gardening as 
of poetry : your makers oV parterres and flower- 
gardens are epigrammatists and sonneteers in this 
art; contrivers of bowers and grottos, treillages and 
cascades, are romance writers. Wise and London 
are our heroic poets ; and if, as a critic, I may sin- 
gle out any passage of their works to commend, I 
shall take notice of that part in the upper garden at 
Kensington, which was at first nothing but a eravel 
pit. It must have been a fine genius for gardening 
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t|)At: eottld hme thought of forming such an 
lUB^ightiy hoUow into sa beautiful an area, and to 
have hit the eye with so uncommon and agreeable 
a scene as that which it is now broi^ht into. To 
give this particular spot of ground the greater effect^ 
th^y jiave made a very pleasing contrast ; for^ as oa 
oiie aide pf the walk you see Uiis hollow basin, with 
it&.serefal little plantations^ lying so conveniently 
wider tlfte eye of the beholder, on the other side of 
t| there appears a seeming mount, made up of trees 
riajbg one higher than another in proportion as they 
appacoadi the centre. A spectator, who has not 
heand this account of it, would think this circular 
mSfiBt: was not only a real one, but that it had been 
^ICtually scooped put of that hollow space which I 
Imve before mentioned. I never yet met with any 
oo»^ who has walked in this garden, who was not 
strudc with that part of it which I have here men-^ 
ttoned. As for myself, you will find, by the account 
w^hich I have already given you, tli^t my compo&i*^ 
tions in gardening are altogether after the Pindarte 
manner, and run into the beautiful wildness of na-» 
tore, .without afiecting the nicer elegancies of artb 
What I am now going to menticm, will, perhaps, 
dieaerve your attention moare than any thing I have 
yefe said. I find that in the discourse which I spoke 
oii'Vi the beginning of my letter, you are against 
^ng^mnEo^ish garden with evergreens; and indeed 
I>«m- so iatx of your ofpinton^ that I can by no meant 
thkiL the verdure of an evergreen comparable to 
that which shoots out annually, and clothes our trees 
in the summer season. But I have often wondered 
that those who are like myself, and love to live in 
gardens^ have never thou^t of contriving a winter 
garden, which should consist of such trees only as 
liever .cast their kaves. We have very often little 
t^Uik€B of suDsluBe and fair weather in the moat 
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uncomfortable parts of theyear^ and have freqaently 
several days in November and January that are as 
agreeable as any in the finest months. At such times, 
therefore, 1 think there could not be a greater plea, 
sure than to walk in such a winter garden as I have 
proposed. In the summer season the whole country 
bloomsy and is a kind of garden ; for which reason 
we are not so sensible of those beauties that at this 
time may be every where met with ; but, when na- 
ture is in her desolation, and presents us with nothing 
but bleak and barren prospects, there is something 
unspeakably cheerful in a spot of ground which is 
covered with trees that smile amidst all the rigors 
of winter, and gives us a view of the most gay sea- 
son in the midst of that which is the most dead and 
melancholy. I have so far indulged myself in this 
thought, that I have set apart a whole acre of ground 
for the execution of it. The walls are covered with 
ivy instead of vines. The laurel, the hom*beam, 
and the holly, with many other trees and plants of 
the same nature, grow so thick in it,* that you can- 
not imagine a more lively scene. The glowing red- 
ness of the berries, with which they are hung at this 
time, vies with the verdure of their leaves, and is apt 
to inspire the heart of the beholder with that vemai 
delightwhich you have somewhere taken notice of in 
your former papers. It is very pleasant, at the same 
time, to see the several kinds of birds retiring into 
this little green spot, and enjoying themselves among 
the branches and foliage, when my great gavden^ 
which I have before mentioned to you, dots not 
afford a single leaf for their shelter. 

* You must know, sir, that I look upon the plea^ 
sure which we take in a garden as one of the moat 
innocent delights in human life. A garden was the 
habitation of our first parents before the fall. It is 
naturally apt to fill the mind with calmness and 



N*;479: SFECTATOE. 19 

trKKfoilUty, and to lay all its tarbalent passions at 
rest. It gires as a great iBsight into the contrivance 
and wisdom of Providence, and suggests innumera- 
ble subjects for meditation. I cannot but think the 
yerr Complacency and satisfaction which a man takes 
in these works of nature to be a laudable, if not a vir- 
tuous^ habit of mind. For all which reasons I hope 
you wiU pardon the length of my present letter. 
; Mam, 

a . • Sir, &c/ 
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Quem peneB arbitrium eat, etius, et norma^-^ 

^ Hob. An. Poet. y. 72. 

Fashion, sole arbitress of dress. 

« ^ MA. SPECTATOR, 

'It happened lately that a friend of mine, who had 
many things to buy for his family, would obUge 
me to walk with him to the shops. He was very 
ske in his way, and fond of having every thing 
afaewn ; which at first made me very uneasy ; but, as 
M% humour still continued, the things which I had 
iieen staring at along with him began to fill my 
hieady and kd me into a set of amusing thoughts 
concemiiig them, 

'\ fancied it must be very surprising to any one 
who enters into a detail of fashions to consider how 
far the vanity of mankind has laid itself out in dress, 
wImeU a prodigious number of people it maintains, 
and what a circulation of money it occasions. Pro- 
vidence in thb case makes use of the folly which we 
wiQ not give up, and it becomes instrumental to the 
lanppprt of those who are willing to labour. Hence 



20: SPECTATOR.- N?i478; 

it is that fringe-makers, laceme^, tire*ivotiieiiy«iid' 
a number of otket trades, which wouid be usdless ia- 
a simple state of nature, draw their smbsi stance }' 
though it is seldom seen that such as these are ex« 
tremely rich, because their original fault of beings 
founded upon vanity, keeps them poor by the Kght 
inconstancy of its nature. The variableness of &► 
shion turns the stream of business, which flows fronr 
it, now into one channel, and anon into another ; 
so that different sets of people sink or flourish in 
their turns by it. 

' From the shops we retired to the tavern, where 
I found my friend express so much satisfaction for 
the bargains he had made, that my moral reflections 
(if I had told them) might have passed for a reproof; 
so I chose rather to fall in with him, and let the 
discourse run upon the use of fashions. 

*• Here we remembered how much man is go- 
verned by his senses, how lively he is struck by 
the objects which appear to him in an agreeable 
manner, how much clothes contribute to make uff 
agreeable objects, and how much we owe it to oUr* 
selves that we should appear so. 

* We considered man as belonging to societies 9 
societies as formed of different ranks; and differeiil 
ranks distinguished by habits, that all proper dutj' 
or respect might attend their appearance. • • '• > 

^ We took notice of several advantages wkich af ^ 
met with in the occurrences of conversation ; ho^ 
the bashful man has been sometimes so raised, as to 
express himself with an air of freedom, when he 
imagines that his habit introduces him to company 
with a becoming manner ; and again, how a fool: 
in fine clothes shall be suddenly heard with atten<« 
tion, till he has betrayed himself ; whereas a man of 
sense, appearing with a dress of negligence, shall be 
but coldly received till be be proved by ftime^ aucb 
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established in a character. Such things as these we 
.could recollect to have happened to our own knoW' 
ledge so very often, that we concluded the author 
had his reasons, who advises his son to go in dress 
rather above his fortune than under it. 

' At last the subject seemed so considerable, that 
itwasproposed to have arepoaitory built forfashions, 
M there are chambers for medals and other rarities. 
The building may be shaped as that which stands, 
amongthe pyramids, in the form of a woman's head. 
This may be raised upon pillars, whose ornaments 
shaJI bear a just relation to the design. Thus there 
may be an imitation of fringe carved in the base, a 
■oit of appearance of lace in the frieze, and a re- 
presentation of curling locks, with bows of ribbon 
sloping over them, may fill up the work of the cor- 
nice. The inside may be divided into two apart- 
ments appropriated to each sex. The apartments 
may be filled with shelves, on which boxes are to 
itand as regularly as books in a library. These 
.are to have folding-doors, which being opened, you 
are to behold a baby dressed out in some fashion 
vhich has flourished, and standing upon a pedestal, 
vhere the time of its reign is marked down. For its 
fiirther regulation, let it be ordered, that every ouc 
'^ho invents a fashion shall bring in his box, whose 
.froQthemay at pleasure haveeither worked or painted 
vith some amorous or gay device, tliat, like books 
'^ith gilded leaves and covers, it may the sooner draw 
the eyes of the beholders. And to the end that these 
may be preserved with all due care, let there be a 
keeper appointed, who eliall he a gentleman qualified 
with a competent knowledge in clothes, so that by 
this means the place will be a comfortable support 
1^ some beau who has spent his estate in dressing. 
"The reasons offered by which we expected to 
in the approbation of the public, were ai follow ; 
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< First/ That every onfe who is considerable 
enough to be a mode, and has any imperfection of 
nature or chance, which it is possible to hide by the 
advantage of clothes, may, by coming to this repo* 
sitory, be furnished herself, and furnish all, who are 
under the same misfortune, with the most agreeable 
manner of concealing it : and that, on the other 
side, every one, who has any beauty in face 6t 
shape, may also be furnished with the most agree- 
able manner of shewing it. 

* Secondly, That whereas some of our young 
gentlemen who travel give us great reason to suspect 
Siat they only go abroad to make or improve a fancy 
for dress, a project of this nature may be a means to 
keep them at home ; which is in effect the keeping 
of so much money in the kingdom. And perhaps 
the balance of fashion in Europe, which now leads 
upon the side of France, maybe so altered for the 
future, that it may become as common with French- 
men to come to England for their finishing stroke Off 
breeding, as it has been for Englishmen to go to 
France for it. 

^ Thirdly, Whereas several great scholars, who 
might have been otherwise useful to the world, have 
spent their time in studying to describe the dresses 
of the uncients from dark hints, which they are fain 
t6 interpret and support with much learning : it will 
from henceforth happen that they shall be freed 
from the trouble, and the world from useless volumes.' 
This project will be a registry, to which posterity 
may have recourse, for the clearing such obscure 
passages as tend that way in authors ; and therefore 
we shall not for the future submit ourselvei^ to the 
learning of etymology, which might persuade the 
age to come that the farthingale was worn for cheap* 
pess, or the furbelow for warmth. 

^ Fourthly, whereas they, who are old themselves^ 
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have often a way of railing at the extravagance 
of youthy and the whole age in which their children 
live; it ii hoped that this ill humour will be 
\miich suppressed, when we can have recourse to 
the fashions of their times, produce them in our vin- 
dication, and be able to shew that it might have 
been as expensive in queen Elizabeth^s time only to 
wash and quill a ruff, as it is now to buy cravats or 
neck-handkerchiefs. 

* We desire also to have it taken notice of, that be- 
. cause we would shew a particular respect to fo- 
reigners, which may induce them to perfect their 
breeding here in a knowledge which is very proper 
for pretty gentlemen, we have conceived the motto 
.for the house in the learned language. There is to 
be a picture over the door, with a looking-glass and 
a dressing-chair in the middle of it; then on one 
side are to be seen, above one another, patch- boxes, 
pin-cushions, and little bottles; on the other, pow- 
.der-bags, puffs, combs, and brushes ; beyond these, 
9 words with fine knots, whose points are hidden, 
and fans almost closed, with the handles downward, 
are to stand out interchangeably from the sides, 
until they meet at the top, and form a semi-circle 
over the rest of the figures ; beneath all, the writing 
is to turn in thi§ pretty sounding manner : 

^^AdwU, O quotqu'ot sunt. Veneres', Gratia, Cupidines, 
Mn vobis fidsunt in promptu 

. Faces, vincuUi, spicukt ; 
Hinc eligite, 8umite,regite.''' 

*' All ye Venoses, Graces, and Cupids attend: 

See, prepared to your bands, 

Dai^, torches, and bands: 
Tour weapons bpre choose, and. your empire extend.*' 

*Iam, Sir, 

' Your most humble s^rvant^ 

* A. B. 

t 
,The proposal of my correspondent I cannot but 

look upon as an ingenious method of placingpersoas 



iMisrl 
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(whose parti make them ambitious to exert thcm- 
BGlveB in frivolous things) in a rank by themselves, 
la Older lo this, 1 would propose that there be a 
board of directors of the fashionable society; and, 
because it is a matter of too much weight for a pri- 
vate man to determine alone, I should be highly 
obliged to my correspondents if they would give in 
list^ of persons qualihed for this trust. If the chief 
coffee-houses, the conversations of which places axe 
carried on by persons, each qf whom has his little 
nHmber of followers and admirers, would name from 
among themselves two or three to be inserted, they 
should be put up with great faithfulness. Oldbeaux 
are to be represented in the first place; but as 
that sect, with relation to dress, is utmost extinct, 
it will, 1 fear, be absolutely necessary to take in all 
time-servers, property so deemed ; that is, such ai 
without any conviction of conscience, or view of 
interest, chaage with the world, and that merely 
fivm a terror of being out of fashion. Such alio, 
who from facility of temper, and too much obsequi- 
ousness, are vicious against their will, and follow 
leaders whom they do not approve, for want of cou> 
rage to go their own way, are capable persons for 
this a u peri n tendency. Those who ace loth to grow 
old, or would do any thing contrary to the course 
and order of things, out of fondness to be in fashiCH; 
are proper candidates. To conclude, those who m 
in fashion without apparent merit, mustbe suppoM 
to have latent qualities, which would appear jdj 
post of direction ; and therefore are to be rej ' 
in forming these lists. Any, who shall be p 
according to these, or what further qualificatio 
may occur to himself, to send a list, is des' 
it within fourteen days after tlus date. ^ 

N. B. The place of the physician to this societa) 
according to the last- mentioned quaUfication, i 
already engaged. T> 
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»» 479, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1712. 

Dare jura maritia. 

Hob. An. Poet. 398. 

To regulate the matrimonial life. 

Many are the epistles I evevy day receive from 
husbands who complain of vanity, pride, but, above 
all, til nature in their wives. I cannot tell how it 
is, but I think I see in all their letters that the cause 
of their uneasiness is in themselves; and indeed I 
have hardly ever observed the married condition 
unhappy, but for want of judgment or temper in 
the- man. The truth is, we generally make love in 
a style and with sentiments very unfit for ordinary 
life: they are half theatrical, half romantic. By 
this means we raise our imaginations to what is 
not to be expected in human life ; and, because we 
<iid not beforehand think of the creature we are 
-enamoured of, as subject to dishumour, age, 
sickness, impatience, or sullenness, but altogether 
considered her as the object of joy; human nature 
itself is often imputed to her as her particular 
ikqperfection, or defect. 

I take it to be a rule, proper to be observed in all 
^occurrences of life, but more especially in the do- 
mestic, or matrimonial part of it, to preserve always 
a disposition to be pleased. This cannot be sup- 
ported but by considering things in their right light, 
and as Nature has formed them, and not as our 
-own fancies or appetites would have them. He 
then who took a young lady to his bed, with no 
otber consideration than the expectation of scenes 
of dalliance, and thought of her (as I said before) 
only as she was to administer to the gratification of 
desire ; as that desire flags, will| without her faulty 
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tkink her charms and her merit abated ; from hence 
must follow indifference, dislike, peevishness, and 
rage. But the man who brings his reason to sup- 
port his passion, and beholds what he loves, as 
liable to all the calamities of human life both in 
body and mind, and even at the best what must 
bring upon him new cares, and new relations ; such 
a lover, I say, will form himself accordingly, and 
adapt his mind to the nature of his circumstances. 
This latter person will be prepared to be a father, 
a friend, an advocate, a steward for people yet un- 
born, and has proper affections ready for every in- 
cident in the marriage state. Such a man can hear 
the cries o^ children with pity instead of anger ; and, 
when they run over his head, he is not disturbed at 
their noise, but is glad of their mirth and health. 
Tom Trusty has told me* that he thinks it doubles 
his attention to the most intricate affanr he is about, 
to hear his children, for whom all his cares are ap- 
plied, make a noise in the next room : on the other 
side. Will Sparkish cannot put on his periwig, or 
adjust his cravat at the glass, for the noise of those 
damned nurses and squalling brats ; and then ends 
with a gallant reflection upon the comforts of matri- 
mony, runs out of the hearing, and drives to the 
chocolate-house. 

According as the husband is disposed in himself, 
every circumstance of his life is to give him torment 
or pleasure. When the affection is well placed, 
and is supported by the considerations of duty, 
honour, and friendship, which are in the highest 
degree engaged in this alliance, there can nothing 
rise in the common course of life, or from the blows or 
favours of fortune, in which a man will not find mat* 
ters of some delight, unknown to a single conditioa. 

He that sincerely loves his wife and family, and 
studies to improve that affection in himself con- 
oeives pleasure from the most indifferent things ; 
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while the married man, who has not bid adieu to 
the fashions and false gallantries of the town, is per- 
plexed with every thing around him. In both these 
eases men cannot, indeed^ make a sillier figure, than 
in repeating such pleasures and pains to the rest of 
the world; but I speak of them only, as they sit 
upon those who are involved in them. As I visit 
all sorts of people, I cannot indeed but smile, whed 
the good lady tells her husband what extraordinary 
things the child spoke since he went out. Na 
longer than yesterday I was prevailed with to ga 
home with a fond husband; and his wife told him, 
that his son, of his own head, when the clock in the 
parlour struck two, said papa would come home ta 
dinner presently. While the father has him in a 
rapture in his arms, and is drowning him with 
kisses, the wife tells me he is but just four years old* 
Then they both struggle for him, and bring him up 
to me, and repeat his observation of two o'clock. 1 
was called upon, by looks upon the child, and then 
at me, to say something : and I told the father that 
this remark of the infant of his coming hokne, and 
joining the time with it, was a certain indication that 
he would be a great historian and chronologer. They^ 
are neither of them fools, yet received my compli-> 
ment with great acknowledgment of my prescience, 
I fared very well at dinner, and heard many other 
notable sayings of their heir, which would have 
given very little entertainment to one less turned to 
reflection "than I was: but it was a pleasing specula- 
tion to remark on the happiness of a life, in which 
things of no moment give occasion of hope, self- 
satisfacjtion, and triumph. On the other hand, I 
have known an ill-natured coxcomb, who has hardly 
improved in any thing but bulk, for w€mt of this 
disposition, silence the whole family as a set of silly 
women and children^ for recounting things whkd;^ 
were really above his own capacity. 
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When I say all this, I cannot deny bnt there am 
perverse jades that fall to men's lots, with whom it 
requires more than common proficiency in philoao- 
phy to be able to live. When these axe joined to 
men of warm spirits^ without temper or Itftrmng^ 
they are frequently corrected with stripes; bat oae 
of our famous lawyers* is of opinion, that this onsfat 
to be used sparingly ; as 1 remember,, those arehis 
ver^r words: but as it is proper to draw some 
spiritual use out of all afflictions, I shoald rather re- 
commend to those who are visited with women t$ 
spirit, to form themselves for the world by patience 
at home. Socrates, who is by all accounts the 
undoubted head of the sect of the hen-pecked, 
owned and acknowledg;ed that he owed great pert of 
his virtue to the exercise which his useful wife 
constantly eave it. There are several good instruc- 
tions may be drawn from his wise answers to thft 
people of less fortitude than himself on this subject. 
A fnend, with indignation, asked how so good a man 
could live with so violent a creature ? He observed 
to liim, that they who learn to keep a good seat on 
horseback, mount the least manageable they can 
get; and, when they have mastered them^ they are 
sure never to be discomposed on the backs of steeds 
lessrestive. At several times, to different persons, 
on the same subject he has said, * My dear firiend, 
you are beholden to Xantippe^ that I bear so well 
your flying out in a dispute. To another, * My hen 
clacks very much, but she brings me chickens. They 
that live in a trading street are not disturbed at the 
passage of carts.' I would have, if possible, a wise 
man be contented with his lot, even with a shrew ; 
for, though he cannot make her better, he may, you 
see, make himself better by her means. 

But, instead of pursuing my design of displaying 
conjugal love in its natursd beauties and attraetions* 

^Brsoton. 
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I am got into t^les to the disadvantage of that state 
of life^ I must say, therefore, that I am verily per- 
suaded> .that whatever is delightful in -human life is 
to be enjoyed in greater perfection in the married 
than in the single condition. He that has this pas^ 
sion in perfection, in occasions of joy, can say to 
himself, besides his own satisfaction, ' How happy 
will this make my wife and children r Upon occur- 
rences of distress, or danger, can comfort himself, 
* But all this while m^ wife and children are safe/ 
There is something in it, that doubles satisfactions, 
because others participate them ; and dispels afflic- 
tions, because others are exempt from them. All 
who are married without this relish of their circum- 
stance are in either a tasteles indolence and negli. 
gence which is hardly to be attained, or else live in 
^e- hourly repetition of sharp answers, eager up- 
:braidings, and distracting reproaches. In a word, 
the married state, with and without the affection 
jsuitable to it, is the completest image of heaven and 
^ell we are capable of receiving in this life, 

N*48(). WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 10, 1712. 



; liesponsare cupidinibus, contemnere honores 
V ' Tortis, et i» seipso totus teres atque rotundus. 
' ' HoR.2dat. Tii.S5. 

He, sir, is proof to grandeur, pride, or pelf, 
•And, greater still, he's master of himself: 
Not to and fro, by fears and faotions buil'd, 
Bntj loose to all the interests of the ^M^orl^l) 
And while the world turns round, entire and whole^ 
He kei^s the sacred tenour of his sbul. 

Pitt. 

Tii£i other day, looking over those old manuscripts 
of; wJ>Ich I JMive £ormevly.given some account, and 

d3 , 
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which relate to the dbaracterofthe mighty Pharsb- 
inond of France, and the close friendship between 
him and his friend Eocrate, I found amoqg thfe 
letters, which had been in the custody of the latter^ 
an epistle from a country gentleman to Pharamond, 
wherein he excuses himself from coming to court. 
The gentleman, it seems, was contented with hift 
condition, had formerly been in the king^s service x 
but at the writing the following letter, had, from 
leisure and reflection, quite another sense of thingii 
than that which he had in the more active part of his 
life. 

Monsieur Chezluy to Pharamond, 

^ DREAD SIR, 

'I HAVE from your own hand (inclosed 
under the cover of Mr. Eucrate, of your majesty's 
bed-chamber) a letter which invites me to court. 
I understand this great honor to be done me 
out of respect and inclination to me, rather than 
regard to your own service; for which reason I 
beg leave to lay before your majesty my reasons for 
declining to depart from home; and will not doubt 
but as your motive in desiring my attendance was to 
mak6 me. a happier man, when you think that wili^ 
not be effectea by my remove, you will permit m^* 
to stay where I am. Those who have an ambition; 
to appear in courts, have either an opinion that 
thei;r persons or their talents are particularly formed 
for the service or ornament of that place ; or elsei 
are hurried by downright desire of gain, or what 
they call honor, to take upon themselves whatever 
the generosity of their master can give them oppor^ 
tunities to grasp at. But your goodness shall not 
be thus imposed upon by me : I wUl therefore confesi^ 
to you, that frequent solitude, and long conversa- 
tion with such who know no arts which polish life, 
have made me the plainest creature in your domi^ 
nions. Those less capacities of moving with a good 
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ff9c^9 bejurmg a ready afiability lo all ahnind me, 
4ad aetiog with ease before many, have quite left 
^e. I am come to that, with regsra to my person^ 
^hat I consider it only as a machine I am obliged to 

\e care of, in order to enjoy my soul in its facul- 
with ajacrity ; well remembering that this habi- 

Lion of day will in a few years be a meaner 
of earth than any utensil about my house. 
^iThd^ this is, as it really is,, the most frequent re- 
.fif^ettoK I have, you will easily imagine how well I 
should beetaie a drawing-room ; ^dd to this, what 
shall a man without desires do about the generous 
Pkaramond ? Iftoosieur Eucrate has hinted to me, 
that you have thoughts of distinguishing me with 
.titles. . As for myself, in the temper of my present 
tniiid^ appellations of honor would but embarrass 
di&eourse, and new behaviour towards me, perplex 
me iu^ever^^haiHtude of life. I am also to acknow- 
led^ to you, that my children, of whom your 
tns^esty condescended to inquire, are all of them 
meau^ both in their persons and genius. The 
ffitate oqreldest son is heir to, is more than he caa 
enjoy with a good grace. My self-love will sot 
carry me so far as to impose upon maaikijid the 
^idyaoeemeQt of persons (merely for tiieir beki|p 
Cftiated to me) into h%h distinctions, who ought for 
Ibetr own sakes, as well as that of the public, to 
^E&ol'Obscurity. I wish, my generous prince, as it 
i^^ your power to give honors and offices, it were 
alsi^yto give talents suitable to them; were it so, the 
noble. Fkaran^nd would reward the zeal of my 
yciuth with abilities to do him service in my age. 
.V VThose who acoept of favour without merit, sup- 
port themselves - in it at the expense of your ma- 
jesty. Give me leav» to tell you, sir, this is the 
TfiMOu that we in the country hearso oilen repeated 
the*, word prerogative. That part of your law which 
itf^ce^jerv^ in yovrself? for the readier service and 
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good of the public, slight men are eternally buzzing^ 
in our ears, to cover their own follies and miscar*; 
riages. It would be an addition to the high favour 
you have done me, if you would let Eucrate send 
me word how often« and in what cases, you allow a 
constable to insist upon the prerogative. From the 
highest to the lowest officer in your dominions, 
something of their own carriage they would exempt 
from examination, under the shelter of the word 
prerogative. I would fain, ifnost noble Pharamond^r 
see one of your officers assert your prerogative by 
good and gracious actions. When is it used to help, 
.the afflicted, to rescue the innoqent, to comfort the 
stranger? Uncommon methods, apparently under-, 
taken to attain Worthy ends, would never make 
power invidious. You see, sir, 1 talk to you with, 
the freedom your noble nature approves in all whom 
you admit to your conversation. 

' But to return to your majesty's letter, I humbly; 
conceive that all distinctions are useful to men, only^ 
as they are to act in public; and it would be aro-» 
man tic madness for a man to be a lord in his closed 
.Nothing can be honourable to a man apart from the? 
world, but the reflection upon worthy actions ; aoc^ 
he that places honour in a consciousness of wem 
doing, will have but little relish for any outward ho^ 
mage that is paid him, since what gives him distinc-* 
tion to himself, cannot come within the observatioik 
of his beholders. Thus all the words of lordship, 
honour, and grace, are only repetitions to a man that 
the king has ordered him to be called so; but no 
evidences that there is any thing in himself, that; 
would give the man, who applies to him, those ideas,^ 
without the creation of his master. /♦ 

' I have, most noble Pharamond, all honours an<3s 
all titles in your own approbation : I triumph in th^|n: 
as they are your gift, I refuse them as they are y> 
give me the observation of others. Indulge me, my 
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noble master, in ibis dbastity of renown; let me 
know myself in the fovoor of Pharamond; and look 
down upon the applause of the people. I am, 
* In all duty and loyalty, 

^Your majesty's most obedient 
*• suDJect and servant, 

^JEAN CHEZLUT.' • 
* SIR, 

* I KEED not teH with what disadvantages 
men of low fortunes and great modesty come into 
the world; what wrong measures their diffidence 
of themselves, and fear of offending, often oblige 
them to take ; and what a pity it is- that their g^reat. 
est virtues and qualities, that should soonest 
recommend them, are the main obstacle ia the way 
of their preferment. 

* This, sir,, is my case; I was bred at a oo«Dtry 
school, where I learned' Latin and Qredc The 
misfortunes of my family forced me ap to town 
where a profession of the politer sort has protected 
me against infamy and want. I am now clerk to a 
lawyer, and, in times of vacancy and recess from 
busmess, have made myself master of Italian and 
French; and thou^ the progress I have made in 
my business has gained me reputation enough for 
one of my standing, yet mj mind suggests to me 
every day, that it is not upon that foundation I am 
to build my fortune. 

< The person I have my present dependence i^nm!, 
has it in his nature, as well as in his power, to ad^ 
vance me, by recommending me to a gentleman 
that is going beyond sea in a public employment. I 
know the printing this letter would point me out to 
those I want confidence to speak to, and I hope it 
is not in yonr power to refuse making any body 
happy. 

S^tember 9, 1712. * Yours, &c. 

T. * M. d/ 
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Compositus melius cum Bitho Baeckius, Injua 
Acres procurrun t 

Hon. Sat. l.vii. 10. 

Who shall decide when doctors disagree, 
And soundest casuists doubt like yu and me? 

Pope. 

It is sometimes pleasant enong:h to consider the 
different notions which different persons have of the* 
same thing. If men of low condition very often set 
a value on things which are not prized by those- 
who are in a higher station of life, there are many 
things these esteem which arc in no value amonj^ 
persons of an inferior rank. Common peoj)le are, in 
particular, very much astonished when they heat 
of those solemn contests and debates , which ars 
made among the great upon the punctilios of a pub- 
lic ceremony ; and wonder to hear that any busi- 
ness of consequence should be retarded by those' 
little circumstances, which they represent to them-' 
selves as trifling and insignificant. I am mightily 
pleased with a porter's decision in one of Mr. 
Southerns plays, which is founded upon that fine 
distress of a virtuous woman's marrying a second 
husband, while her first was yet living. The first 
husband, who was supposed to have been dead, 
returning to his house, after a long absence, raises a 
noble perplexity for the tragic part of the play. In 
the mean while the nurse and the porter conferring * 
upon the difficulties that would ensue in such a case, 
honest Samson thinks the matter may be easily de-' 
cided, and solves it very judiciously by the old pro- 
verb, that, if his first master be still living, * the man 
must have his mare again.' There is nothing in 
my time which has so much surprised and 
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<t5onfoanded the greatest part of my honest coantry^ 
Qien/. as the present cootrorersy between Count 
Rechteren and Monsieur Mesna^r, which employs 
the ¥rise heads of so many nations, and holds all 
the affairs of Europe in suspense. 

Upon my going into a coffee-house yesterday, and 
lending an ear to the next table, which was encom- 
passed with a circle of inferior politicians, one of 
them, after having read over the news very atten- 
tively, broke out into the following remarks: ' I 
am afraid,' says he, * this unhappy rupture between 
the footman at Utrecht will retard the peace of 
Christendom. I wish the pope may not be at the 
bottom of it. His holiness has a very good hand 
at fomenting a division^ as the poor Swiss cantons 
have lately experienced to their cost. If Monsieur 
What-d'ye call-him's domestics will not come to an 
accommodation, I do not know how the quarrel can 
be ended but by a religious war/ 
. ^ Why truly,' says a wiseacre that sat by him 
^ were I as the king of France, I would scorn to take 
part with the footmen of either side: here's all the 
business of Europe stands still, because M<|iisieur 
Mesnager*s man has had his head broke. If Count 
Rectrum* had given them a pot of ale after it, all 
would have been weU, without any of this bustle; 
but they say lie's a warm man, and does not care to 
be made mouths at.' 

Upon this, one that had held his tongne hitherto, 
began to exert himself; declaring, *• that he was veiy 
well pleased the plenipotentiaries of our Cliristtaa 
princes took this matter into their serious consi* 
aeration ; for that lackeys w^e never so saacy and 
pragmatical as they are now-ai^ys, and that be 
i^ould be glad to see them taken down in the treat' 
ty of peace, if it might be done without prejudice 
to the jmUic a£Burs.' 

« CooBt Rediterei* 
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One who sat at the other end of the table, and 
seemed to be in the interests of the French king, 
told them, that they did not take the matter right, 
for that his most Christian majesty did not resent 
this matter because it was an ii^ury done to Mon- 
sieur Mesnager's footman ; * for/ says be, * what 
are Monsieur Mesnager's footmen to him ? but be- 
cause it was done to his subjects. Now/ «ays he, 
Met me tell you, it would look very odd for a sub- 
ject of France to have a bloody nose, and his sove- 
reign not to take notice of it. He is obliged in 
honour to defend his people against hostilities ; and 
if the Dutch will be so insolent to a crowned head, 
as in any wise to cuff or kick those who are under 
his protection, I think he is in the right to call 
them to an account for it.* 

This distinction set the controversy upon a new 
f)ot, and seemed to be very well approved by most 
that heard it, until a little warm fellow, who had 
declared hhnself a friend to the house of Auetria, 
fell most unmercifully upon his Gallic majesty, as 
encouraging his subjects to make mouths at their 
betters, and afterwards screening them from the 
punishment that was due to their insolence. To 
which he added, that the French nation was so ad- 
dicted to grimace, that, if there was not a stop put 
to it at the general congress, there would be no 
walking the streets for them in a time of peace, 
especially if they continued masters of the West 
Indies. The little man proceeded with a great 
deal of warinth, declaring, that, if the allies were of 
his mind, he would oblige the French king to bum 
his gallies, and tolerate the protestant religion in 
his dominions, before he would sheath his sword* 
He concluded with calling Monsieur Mesnager an 
insignificant prig. 

The dispute was now growing very warm, and 
one does not know where it would have ended, had 
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not a young man of about one-and-twenty, who 
seems to have been brought up with an eye to the 
law, taken the debate into his hand, and given it as 
his opinion^ that neither Count Rechteren nor Mon> 
steur Mesnager had behaved themselves right in 
this affair. ^ Count Rechteren/ says he, ' should 
have made affidavit that his servants had deen af- 
finmted, and then Monsieur Mesnager would have 
done him justice, by taking away their liveries firom 
them, or some other way that he might have thought 
the most proper; for, let me tell you, if a man make 
ja mouth at me, I am not to knock the teeth out of 
it for his pains. Then again, as for Monsieur 
Mesnager, upon his servants being beaten, why, he 
might have had his action of assault and battery. 
But as the case now stands, if you will have my 
^pinion^ I think they ought to bring it to referees/ 
^ I heard a great deal more of this conference, but 
1 must confess with little edification ; for all I could 
learn at last from these honest gentleman, was, that 
the matter in debate was of too high a nature for 
sadi heads as theirs, or mine, to comprehend. 

O. 
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^ fforifeHs Ut mpes in saitibut omnia lihanf, 

LccB. in. 11. 

As iron the sweetest flower tlie lab'iiii^ bee 
Esdnete ber piecioiis sweets. 

Wheh I have published any single paper that fafU 
in with the popular taste, and pleases more than 
ordmary, it always brings me in a great return 
of letters. My Tnesda/s discourse, wherein I 
^are several admonitions to the fraternity of the 
>ofc^ ^u. X 
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ben-pecked, has already produced very many corres** 
pondents; the reason 1 cannot guess at, unless it be, 
that such a discourse is of general use, and every 
married mans money. An honest tradesman, who 
dates his letter from Cheapside, sends me thanks in 
the name of a club, who, he tells me, meet as often 
as their wives will give them leave, and stay toge- 
ther till they are sent for home. He informft me 
that my paper has administered great consolation to 
their whole club, and desires me to give some fur- 
ther account of Socrates, and to acquaint them in 
whose reign he lived, whether he was a citizen or a 
courtier, whether he buried Xantippe, with many 
other particulars : for that, by his sayings, he ap- 
pears to have been a very wise man, and a good 
Christian. Another, who writes himself Benjamin 
Bamboo, tells me that being coupled with a shrew, 
be had endeavoured to tame her by such lawful 
means as those which I mentioned in my last Tues- 
day's paper, and that in his wrath he had often gone 
further than Bracton allows in those cases; but 
that for the future he was resolved to bear it like 
a man of temper and learning, and consider her only 
as one who lives in his house to teach him philoso- 
phy. Tom Dapperwit says, that he agrees with me 
m that whole discourse, excepting only the last 
sentence, where I affirm the married state to be 
either a heaven or a hell. Tom has been at the 
charge of a penny upon this occasion to tell me^ 
that, by his experience, it is neither one nor the 
other, but rather that middle kind of state^ com« 
monly known by the name of purgatory. 

The fair sex have likewise obliged me with their 
reflections upon the same discourse. A lady whp 
calls herself Euterpe, and seems a woman of letten^ 
asks me whether I am for establishing the Salic 
law in every family, and why it is not fit that i^ 
woman who has discretion and learning, should Ai 
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at the belm/when the husband is weak^nd illiterate? 
Another, of a quite contrary character subscribeii 
herself Xantippe, and tells me that she follows th6 
Example of her namesake ; for being married to a 
bookish man, who has no knowledge of the world, 
she is forced to take their affair^ into her own 
hands, and to spirit him up now and then, that he 
may not grow musty, and unfit for conversation* 

After this abridgment of some letters which are 
come to my hands upon this occasion, I shall pub-* 
lish one of thern at large. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* You have given us a lively picture of 
that kind of husband who comes under the denomi- 
naUon of the henpecked ; but I do not remember 
that you have ever touched upon one that is of the 
quite diflRerent character, and who, in several 
places of England, goes by the name of a cot- 
queen." I have the misfortune to bejoined for life 
with one of this character, who in reality is more a 
woman than I am. He was bred up under the 
tuition of a tender mother, till she had made him as 
jgood a housewife as herself. He could preserve 
apricpts, and make jellies, before he had been two 
years out of the nursery. He was never suffered to 
gQ abroad for fear of catching cold; when he 
should have been hunting down a buck, he was by 
his n^other*s side learning how to season it, or put 
it in ci^ust; and was making paper boats with his 
sisters, at an age when other young gentleman are 
crossing the seas, or travelliuginto foreign countries. 
He has the whitest hand that you ever saw in your 
life, and raises paste better than any woman in Eng- 
land. These qualifications makehim a sad husband. 
He is perpetually in the kitchen, and has a thou- 
liaiid squabbles with the cooi£»itiaid. He is better 

E 2 
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acquainted with the milk score than his steward'^ 
accounts. I fret to death when I hear him find 
fault with a dish that is not dressed to his liking, 
and instructing his friends that dine with him in 
the best pickle for a walnut, or sauce for a haunch 
of venison. With all this he is a very good-natured 
husband^ and never fell out with me in his life but 
once, upon the over-roasting of a dish of wild fowl. 
At the same time I must own, I would rather he 
was a man of a rough temper, that would treat me 
harshly sometimes, than of such an effeminate busy 
nature, in a province that does not belong to him. 
Since you have given us the character of a wife who 
wears the breeches, pray say something of a husband 
that wears the petticoat. Why should not a female 
character be as ridiculous in a man, as a male 
character in one of our sex ? 
O. *Iam,&c/ 
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Nee deus intersit, niti dignut vindice nodus 
Inciderit 

HoR. An Poet, ver 101. 

Never presume to make a god appear, 
But for a busioess worthy of a god. 

Roscommon. 

liVe cannot be guilty of a greater act of unchani* 
tableness than to interpret the afflictions which be- 
fall our neighbours as punishments and judgments. 
It aggravates the evil to him who suffers, when he 
looks upon himself as the mark of divine vengeance, 
and abates the compassion of those towards him 
who regard him in so dreadful a light. This hu-^ 
mour, of turning every misfortune into a judgment^ 
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proceeds from wrong notions of religion, which in its 
own nature produces good- will towards men, and 
puts the mildest construction upon every accident 
that befalls them. In this case, therefore, it is not 
religion that sours a man's temper, but it is his 
temper that sours his religion. People of gloomy 
vncheerful imaginations, or of envious malignant 
tempers, whatever kind of life they are engaged 
in, will discover their natural tincture of mind in 
all their thoughts, words, and actions. As the finest 
wines have often the taste of the soil, so even the 
most religious thoughts often draw something that 
is particular from the constitution of the mind in 
which they arise. When folly or superstition strike 
in with this natural depravity of temper, it is not 
in the power, even of religion itself, to preserve the 
character of the person who is possessed with it^ 
from appearing highly absurd and ridiculous. 

An old maiden gentlewoman, whom I shall con- 
real under the name of Nesimus, is the greatest 
discoverer of * judgments that I have met with* 
She can tell you what sin it was that set such a 
man*s house on fire, or blew down his bams. Talk 
to her of an unfortunate young lady that lost her 
beauty by the small-pox, she fetches a deep sigh, 
and tells you, that when she had a fine face she 
was always looking on it ih her glass. Tell her of 
a piece of good fortune that has befallen one of her 
acquaintance, and she wishes it may prosper with 
her, but her mother used one of her nieces yery 
barbarously. Her usual remarks turn upon peo* 
pie who had great estates, but never enjoyed them 
by reason of some Haw in their own or their father^s 
behaviour. She can give you the reason why such 
an one died childless ; why such an one was cut off 
in the flower of his youth; why such an one wi^s 
unhappy in her marriage; why one broke his leg on 

£3 
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mich a particular spot of ground; and why another 
was kilkd with a back-sword, rather than with Bnj 
other kind of weapon. She has a crime for every 
misfortune that can befall any of her acquaintance ; 
and when she hears of a robbery that hat been 
made, or a murder that has been committed, en. 
larges more on the guilt of the suffering person^ 
than on tliat of the thief, or the assassin. In shorty 
she is so good a Christian, that whatever happens 
to herself is a trial, and whatever happens to her 
neighbours is a judgment. 

The very description of this folly, in ordinary life, 
is sufficient to expose it : but, when it appears in a 
pomp and dignity of style, it is very apt to amuse 
and terrify the mind of the reader. Herodotus and 
Plutarch very often apply their judgments as impei'* 
tinently as the old woman I have before mentioned, 
though their manner of relating them makes the fol^ 
ly itself appear venerable. Indeed, most historians* 
as well Christian as Pagan, have fallen into this 
idle superstition, and spoken of ill success » un- 
foreseen disasters, and terrible events, as if they 
had been let into the secrets of Providence, and 
made acquainted with that private conduct by 
which the world is governed. One would think 
several of our own historians in particular had many 
revelations of this kind made to them. Our old 
English monks seldom let any of their kings depart 
in peace, who had endeavoured to diminish the pow- 
er or wealth of which the ecclesiastics were in those 
times possessed. William the Conquerer's race ge- 
nerally found their judgments in the New Forest, 
where their father had pulled down their churches 
and monasteries. In short, read one of the chroni- 
cles written by an author of this frame of mind, and 
you would think you were reading a history of the 
Kings of Israel or Judah^ where the historians were 
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^ually inspiredy and where, by a particular Sdii 
of ProvideQcey the kings were distingiiished by 
judgments or blessings, according as they pro*- 
tnoted idolatry, or the worship of the tme God* 

I cannot but look upon this manner of judging 
upon misfortunes, not <mly to be yery uncharitable 
in regard to the person on whom they fall* but rery 
|>resumptuous in r^ard to him who is supposed to 
mflict them. It is a strong argument for a state of 
retribution hereafter, that in this world virtuous per- 
sons are very often unfortunate, and ridous persons 
prosperous ; which is wholly repugnant to the nature 
of a. Being who appears infinitely wise and good in 
all his worics, unless we may suj^ipo^ that such a 
promiscuous and undistiniruishing distribution of 
iood <md evil, which was^^fbrcvrTingon 
the designs of Providence in this Me, will be recti- 
fied> and made amends for, in another. -We are 
not therefore to expect that fire should foil firom 
heaven in the ordinary course of Providence ; nor, 
when- we see triumphant guih or depressed virtue in 
particular persons, that Omnipotence will make bare 
his holy arm in the defence of the one, or punishment 
of the other. It is sufficient that there is a day set 
apart for the hearing and requiting of both, accord* 
ing to their respective merits. 

The folly of ascribing temporal judgments to any 
particular crimes, may appear from sev^al con- 
siderations. 1 shall only mention two. First, -that, 
generally speaking, there is no calamity or affliction, 
whidi is supposed to have happened as a judgment 
to a vidousman, which does not sometimes hapf»ni 
to men of approved religion and virtue. When Dia* 
gorasthe atheist was tm board one of the Athenian 
/ships, there arose a very violent tempest: upon 
which, the mariners told him, that it was a just 
judgment upon them for having taken so impioos a 
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man on board. Diagoras begged them to look updn 
the test of the ships that were in the same distress, 
and asked them whether or no Diagoras was on 
board every vessel in the fleet. We are all involved 
in the same calamities, and subject to the same ac- 
cidents, and, when we see any of the same species 
under any particular oppression, we should look 
upon it as arising from the common lot of human 
nature, rather than from the guilt of the person whp 
suffers. 

Another consideration, that may cheeky our pre- 
sumption in putting such a construction upon a mis- 
fortune, is thiS) that it is impossible for us to know 
what are calamities and what are blessings. How 
many accidents have passed for misfortunes, which 
have turned to the welfare and prosperity of the per- 
sons to whose lot they have fallen 1 How many dis* 
appointments have, in their consequences, saved a 
man from ruin I If we could look into the effects of 
every thing, we might be allowed to pronounce 
boldly upon blessings and judgments ; but for a man 
to give his opinion of what he sees but in part, and 
in its beginnings, is an unjustifiable piece of rash- 
ness and folly. The story of fiiton and Clitobus, 
which was in great reputation. among the heathens 
(for we see it quoted by all the ancient authors, 
both Greek and Latin, who have written upon the 
immortality of the soul,) may teach us a caution in 
this matter. These two brothers, being the sons of 
a lady who was Priestess to Juno, drew their mo« 
ther's chariot to the temple at the time of a great 
solemnity, the persons being absent, vfho, by their 
office, were to have drawn her chariot on that occa- 
sion. The mother was so transported with this in- 
stance of filial duty, that she petitioned her goddess 
to bestow upon them the greatest gift that could be 
given to men ; upon which they were both cast into 
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a deep sleep, and the next morning found dead in 
the temfde. This was such an event as would have 
been construed into a judgment, had it happened 
to the two brothers after an act of disobedience, and 
would doubtless have been represented as such by 
any ancient historian who had given us an account 
ofit. . O. 

N-484. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1712. 

Neqmt euiquam tarn §tatim elarmm in §enimm est, mtp089ii 
enurgere ; nisi illi materia, 0eta$io, fdut0r etimm, 
toMmetUlatorque eomtimgat, Plim. EplK. 

Nbr lias any one so lirigbt a genius as to become illustrioiis 
Instaataneously, unless H fortunately meets with oecasioB 
and employment, witb patronage too, and eommeiidation. . 

* H&« SP£CTATO&» 

^ Op all the young fellows who are in their pcogresn 
through any profession, none seem to have so good 
a title to the protection of the men of eminence in 
It, as the modest man ; not so much because his mo- 
desty is a certain indication of his merit, as because 
it is a certain obstacle to the producing of it* Now, 
as of all professions this virtue is thou^t to be more 
particalarly unnecessary in that of we law than in' 
^my other, I shall only apply myself to the relief of 
such who follow this profession wiUi this disadvan-* 
tage. What aegravates the matter is, that those 
persons who, ue better to prepare themselves for 
this study, have made some progress in others, have, 
by addiistuDg themselves to letters, increased their 
i^atural modesty, and consequently heightened the 
obstruction to this sort of preferment ; so that every 
one of these may emphatically be said to be such a 
«ne as ^^ laboureth and taketh pains, and is still the 
more behind/' It may be a matter worth discussing 
theOi why that, which made a youth so amiable to 
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the ancients, should make him appear so ridiculoui . 
to the moderns ? and why, in our aays, there should 
be neglect, and even oppression of young beginners, 
instead of that protection which was the pride of 
theirs? In the profession spoken of, it is obTious 
to every one whose attendance is required at West- 
minster-hall, with what difficulty a youth of any 
modesty has been permitted to make an observatiott 
that could in no wise detract from the merit of bit 
elders, and is absolutely necessary for the advan* 
cing his own. I have often seen one of these noi 
Only molested in his utterance of something very 
pertinent, but even plundered of his question, and 
by a strong serjeant shouldered out of his rankf 
which he has recovered with much difficulty and 
confusion. Now, as great part of the business of 
this profession might be dispatched by one tha^ 
perhaps 

** Aheat virtute diaefU 

Mea$al€B, nee scU quamtum Caicellius Aultu,^* 

HoR. Ars.Poet.8T0« 

** wants Messala's powerful eloquence. 

And is less read than deep Cascellius.'* 

Roscommon. 

80 1 cannot conceive the injustice done to the pub^ 
lie, if the men of reputation in this calling would in*' 
troduce such of the young ones into business, whose 
application to this study will let them into the se- 
crets of it, as much as their modesty will hinder 
them from the practice : I say, it would be laying 
an everlasting obligation upon a young man, to be 
introduced at first only as a mute, till by this counte* 
nance, and a resolution to support the good opinion 
conceived of him by his betters, his complexion shall 
be so well settled that the litigious of this island may 
be secure of his obstreperous aid. If I might be in- 
dulged to speak in the style of a lawyer, I would 
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say, that any one about thirty years of age migh 
inake a common motion to the court with as much 
elegance and propriety as the most aged advocates 
in the hall. 

' I cannot advance the merit of modesty by any 
argument of my own so powerfully, as by inquiring 
into the sentiments the greatest among the ancients 
of different ages entertained upon t&s virtue* If 
we go back to the days of Solomon, we shall find 
favor a necessary consequence to a shamefaced 
man. Pliny, the greatest lawyer and most elegant 
writer of the age be lived in, in several of bis epis- 
tles is very solicitous in recommending to the public 
gome young men pf his own profession, and very 
often undertakes to become an advocate upon con- 
dition that some one of these his favourites might be 
joined with him, in order to produce the merit of 
such, whose modesty otherwise would have sup- 
pressed it. It may seem very marvellous to a saucy 
modem that multvm sanguinis, muUum verecundictj 
multum solUcitudinis in ore ; to have the ^' face first 
full of blood, then the countenance dashed with 
modesty, and then the whole aspect as of one dying 
with fear, when a man begins to speak ;'* should be 
esteemed by Pliny the necessary qualifications of a 
fine speaker. Shakspeare also has expressed him- 
self in the same favourable strain of modesty, when 
he says, 

" In the modesty of fearful duty 

I read as much as ftrom the ratUinff tmigae 
Of saucy and audacious eloquence ■'!.** 

*' Now, since these authors have professed them- 
selves for the modest man, even in the utmost con- 
fusions of speech and countenance, why should an 
intrepid utterance and a resolute vociferation thunder 
so successfully in our courts of justice? And why 
iphould tb?tt confidence of speech and behaviour, 
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which seems to acknowledge no superior, and to 
defy all contradiction, prevail over that deference 
and resignation with which the modest man inn 
piores that favourable opinion which the other seems 
to command 1 

* As the case at present stands^ the best conso- 
lation that I can administer to those who cannot 
get into that stroke of business (as the phrase is) 
which they deserve, is to reckon every particular 
acquisition of knowledge in this study as a real in« 
crease of their fortune ; and fully to believe, that 
one day this imaginary gain will certainly be made 
out, by one more substantial. I wish you would talk 
to us a little on this head ; you will oblige, 

'Sir, 
' Your most humble servant.* 

The author of this letter is certainly a man of goo4 
sense ; but I am perhaps particular in my opinion on 
this occasion ; for I have observed that, under the 
notion of modesty, men have indulged themselves in 
a spiritless sheepishness, and been for ever lost to 
themselves, their families, their friends, and their 
country. When a man has taken care to pretend to 
nothing but what he may justly aim at, and can 
execute as well as any other, without injustice to 
any other ; it is ever want of breeding or courage, 
to be brow-beaten, or elbowed out of his honest 
ambition. I have said often, modesty must be an 
act of the will, and yet it always implies self-denial ; 
for, if a man has an ardent desire to do what is 
laudable for him to perform, and from an unmanly 
bashfulness shrinks away, and lets his merit lan- 
guish in silence, he ou^ht not to be angry at the 
world that a more unskilful actor succeeds in his 
part, because he has not confidence to come upon 
the stage himself. The generosity my correspon^nt 
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mentions of Pliny cannot be enough applauded. 
To cterish the dawn of merit, and hasten its ma- 
turity, was a work worthy a noble Roman, and a. 
libem scholar. That concern which is described in 
the letter, is to all the world the greatest charm 
imaginable; but then the modest man must proceed 
and shew a latent resolution in himself-, for the ad- 
Iniration of his modesty arises from the manifesta- 
tion of his merit. I must confess we live in an age 
wherein a few empty blusterers carry away the 
praise of speaking, while a crowd of fellows over- 
stocked wtlJi knowledge are min down by them : 
I say overstocked, because they certainly are 
BO, as to their serviceofmankind, if from their very 
store they raise to themselves ideas of respect, and 
greatness of the occasion, and I know not what, 
to disable themselves from explaining their thoughts. 
I must confess, when I have seen Charles Frankair 
rise ap with a commanding mien, and torrent of 
handsome words, talk a mile off the purpose, and 
drive down twenty bashful boobies often times his 
sense, who at the same time were envying his impu- 
dence, and despising his understanding, it has been 
matter of great mirth to me ; but it soon ended in a 
secret lamentation, that the fountains of every thing 
biaiseworthy in these realms, the universities, should 
be so mudded with a false sense of this virtue, as 
to produce men capable of being so abused. 1 will 
be bold to say, that it is a ridiculous education 
which does not qualify a man to make his best 
appearance before the greatest man, and the finest 
woman, to whom he can address himself. Were 
titis judiciously corrected in the nurseries of learn- 
ing, pert coxcombs would know their distance i but 
we must bear with this false modesty in our young 
.nobility and gentry, til! they cease at Oxford and 
Cambridge to glow dumb in the study of eloquence. 
VOL. VII, r T. 
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Nihil iam Jtrmum eat, eui perieulum non ait eiiam ah 
invalido. QuiN. Cumr. 1. vii. o. 8. 

The strongest tbion are not so well established as to be oat 
of danger from w weakest. 

^MR. SPECTATOR, 

' My Lord Clarendon hat observed, that few men 
have done more harm than those who have been 
thought to be able to do least ; and there cannot 
be a greater error, than to believe a man, whom we 
see qualified with too mean parts to do good, to be 
therefore incapable of doing hurt. There is a supply 
of malice, of pride, of industry, and even of foiWy 
in the weakest, when he sets his heart upon it, 
that makes a strange progress in mischief. What 
may seem to the reader the greatest paradox in the 
reflection of the historian, is, I suppose, that folly, 
which is generally thought incapable of contriving 
or executing any design, shoula be so fprmidaUe 
■to those whom it exerts itself to molest. Bat this 
will appear very plain, if we remember that Solo- 
mon says, '* It is as sport to a fool to do mischief;'' 
and that he might tne more emphatically expvess 
the calamitous circumstances of him who fiUls 
under the displeasure of this wanton person, the 
same author adds further, that '^ A stone is heavy, 
and the sand weighty, but a fool's wrath is heavier 
than them both.'' It is impossible to suppress 
my own illustration upon this matter, whicii is, 
that as the man of sagacity bestirs himself to dis- 
tress his enemy by methods probable and reducible 
to reason, so the same reason will fortify his 
enemy to elude these his regular efforts; but your 
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fool projects, acts, and concludes, with such notable 
inconsistency, that no regular course of tliouglit 
can evade or counterplot his prodigious machina- 
tions. My frontispiece, 1 believe, may be extended 
to imply, that several of OUT misfortunes arise from 
things, as well as persona, that seem of very little 
consequence. Into what tragical extravagancies 
does Shakspeare hurry Othello, upon the loss of 
a handkerchief only ! And what barbarities does 
Desdemona suffer, from a slight inadvertency in 
legard to this fatal trifle! If the schemes of all the 
enterprising spirits were to be carefully examined, 
some intervening accident, not considerable enough 
to occasion any debate upon, or give them any ap~ 
prehension of ill consequence from it, will be found 
to be the occasion of their ill success, rather than 
, any error in points of moment and difficulty, which 
naturally eng^ed their maturest deliberations. If 
you go to the levee of any great roan, you will ob- 
i serve him exceeding gracious to several very insig- 
, nificant fellows ; and upon this maxim, that the 
, neglect of any person must arise from the mean opi- 
nion you have of his capacity to do you any service 
or prejudice; and that this calling his sufficiency in 
question must give him inclination, and where this 
ia, there never wants atrength or opportunity to 
- annoy you. There is nobody so weak of invention, 
■that cannot aggravate, or make some little atories 
to vilify his enemy; there are very few but have 
, good inclinations to hear them; and it is infinite 
pleasure to the majority of mankind to level a person 
> . GUperior to his neighbours. Besides, in all matters 
, .of controversy, that party which has the greatest 
abilities labours under this prejudice, that he will 
.'. certainly be supposed, upon account oFhis abilities, 
. to have done an injury, when perhaps he has re- 
i-ceived one, It would be tedious to enumerate the 
;2 
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strokes that nations and particular friends' have sof^ 
fered from persons very contemptible. 

* I think Henry IV. of France^ so formidable to 
his neighbours, could no more be secured against 
the resolute villany of Ravillac, than Villiers doke 
of Buckingham could be against that of Fehoof. 
And there is no incensed person so destitute, but 
can provide himself with a knife or a pistoU if he 
finds stomach to apply them. That things and perw 
sons of no moment should give such powerftd 
revolutions to the pogress of those of the greatesty 
seems a providential disposition to baffle abd abate 
the pride of human sufficiency ; as also to engage 
the numanity and benevolence of superiors to aU 
below them, by letting them into this secret,- thai 
the stronger depends upon the weaker. 

* 1 am, Sir, 
^ Your very humble servant/ 

* DEAR SIR, ' Temple, PapeiwtatMioglg. 

* I RECBiVBD a letter from you some timd 
ago, which I should have answered sooner, had you 
informed me in yours to what part of this island I 
might have directed my impertmence ; but, having 
been led into the knowledge of that matter, this 
handsome excuse is no longer serviceable. My 
neighbour Prettyman shall be the subject of this 
letter ; who falling in with the Spectator's doctrine 
concerning the month of May, began from that 
season to dedicate himself to the service of the fair, 
in the following manner. I observed at the begin- 
ning of the month he bought him a new night-gown 
either side to be worn outwards, both equally gor* 
geous and attractive ; but till the end of the month 
I did not enter so fully into the knowledge of his 
contrivance, as the use of that garment has since 
suggested to me. Now you must know, that all 
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Bew clothe^ raise and warm the wearer's imagina- 
tion into ft cpnceit of his being a much finer gentle- 
man than he was before, banishing all sobriety and 
reflection, and giving him up to gallantry and 
amour. Inflamed therefore with this way of think- 
ing, and full of the spirit of the month of May, did 
this merciless youth resolve upon, the business of 
captivating. At first he confined himself to his room, 
only now and then appearing at his vdndow, in hia 
night-gown, and practising that easy posture which 
expresses the very top and dignity of langaishment« 
It was pleasant to see him diversify his loveliness, • 
sometimes obliging the passengers only with a side- 
face, with a book in his hand ; sometimes being so 
generous as to expose the whole in the fulness of 
its beauty ; at other times, by a judicious throwing 
back his periwig, he would throw in his ears. You 
know he is that sort of person which the mob call a 
handsome jolly man ; which appearance cannot miss 
of captives in this part of the town. Being em- 
boldened by daily success, he leaves his room with 
a resolution to extend his conquests ; and I have 
apprehended him in his night-gown smiting in all 
parts of this neighbourhood. 

* This I, being of an amorous complexion, saw 
with indignation, and had thoughts of purchasing 
a wig in these parts ; into which, being at a greater 
distance from the earth, I might have thrown a 
very liberal mixture of white horse-hair, which 
would make a fairer, and consequently a hand- 
somer appearance, while my situation would secure 
me agamst any discoveries. But the passion of the 
handsome gentleman seems to be so fixed to that 
part of the building, that it will be extremely 
difficult to divert it to mine ; so that I am resolved to 
stand boldly to the complexion of my own eyebrow, 
and prepare me an immense black wig of the same 

73 
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sort of structure with that of mj iriyal. YXoWj 
thbugh by this I shall not, perhaps, lessen the 
number of the admirers of his complexion, I shall 
have a fair chance to divide the passengers by the 
irresistible force of mine. 

^ I expect sudden dispatches from you» with ad- 
vice of the family you are in now, how to deport 
myself upon this so delicate a cpnjuncture : with 
some comfortable resolutions in favor of the hand* 
some black man against the handsome fair one. 

< I am, SIR 
^ Your most humble servant, 

N. B* He who writ this is a black man, two pair 
of stairs; the gentleman of whom he writes is fair 
and one pair of stairs. 

^ MR. SPECTATOR, 

M ovLY say that it is impossible for me 
to say how much I am 

* Yours, 

' ROBIK SHORTER.^ 

' P. S. I shall think it is a little hard, if you da 
not take as much notice of this epistle, as you have 
of the ingenious Mr. Short's. I am not afraid ta 
let the world see which is the deeper man of the 
two.' 

ADVERTISSMBNT. 

London, Septembmrl^. 
Whereas a young woman on horseback, in afl 
equestrian habit, on the 13th instant in the even- 
ing, met the Spectator within a mile and a half 
of this town, and, flying in the face of justice, 
pulled off her hat, in which there was a feather^ 
with the mien and air of a young, officer, saying at 
the same time, < Your Servant, Mr. Spec.,* or words 
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to that purpose; this is to give notice, that if any 
person can diecover the name and place of abode 
of the said offender, eo as she can be brought to 
juBtice, the iaformaut shall have all tittiug encou- 
ragement. T. 
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Audire eil operir prctium, fToetdare recti 

Qui mirchis nan eitllit 

Hon. I Sal. ti.3T. 

Al[ you who think the oily ne'er i^an thrive 

Till ev'iy ouckalil-mBkHr'i flesd allTe, 

Attend 

Pope. 
' mb. spectator, 
^Theke are very many of my acquaintance fol- 
lowers of Socrates, with more particular regard 
to that part of his philosophy which we, among 
ourselves, call his domestics; under which de- 
nomination, or title, we include all the conjugal 
joys and sufferings. We have indeed with very 
great pleasure observed the honour you do tlie 
whole fraternity of the hen-pecked, in placing that 
mustrious man at our head ; and it does in a very 

Eiftt measure baffle the raillery of pert rogues, who 
ve no advantage above us, but in that they are 
nngle. But, when you look about into the crowd 
of mankind, you will find the iajx sex reignswith 
greater tyranny over lovers than husbands. You 
■hall hardly meet one in a thousand who is wholly, 
exempt from their dominion, and those that are so 
arc capable of no taste of life, and breathe and walk 
Bbout the earth ae insignificants. But I am going 
Co deiire youi fsRlier &f or in bcfaalf of ow bumleM 
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brotherhood, and hope you will shew in a true light 
the unmarried hen-pecked, as well as you have done 
justice to us, who submit to the conduct of our 
wives. I am very particularly acquainted with one 
who is under entire submission to a kind girl, at be 
calls her ; and though he knows J have been witness 
both to the ill usage he has received from her, and 
his inability to resist her tyranny, he still pretends 
to make a jest of me for a Uttle more than ordinary 
obsequiousness to my spouse. No longer than 
Tuesday last he took me with him to visit his 
mistress ; and he having, it seems, been a little in 
disgrace before, thought by bringing me with him 
she would constrain herself, and msensibly fall into 
general discourse with him ; and so he might break 
the ice, and save himself all the ordinary com- 
punctions and mortifications she used to make him 
suffer before she wx)uld be reconciled, after any 
act of rebellion on his part. When we came into 
the room, we were received with the utmost cold« 
ness ; and when he presented me as Mr. Such«a-one 
his very goodfriend, she just had patience to Bu£Eer 
my salutation ; but when he himself, with a very 
eay air, offered to follow me, she gave him a thun- 
dering box on the ear, called Mm pitiful poor- 
S{>irited wretch — how durst he see her face 1 His 
wig and hat fell on different parts of the floor. She 
seized the wig too soon for him to recover it, and 
kicking it down stairs, threw herself into an oppo- 
site room, pulling the door after her with a force, 
that you would have thought the hinges would have 
given way. We went down, you must think, with no 
very good countenances ; and as we sneaked off, and 
were driving home together, he confessed to mfi, 
that her anger was thus highly raised, because he 
did not thii]^ fit to fight a gentleman who had said 
she was what she was : ^f but/ says he, *' a kind 
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tett«r or two, or fifty pieces, will put her in 
humour again." I asked him why he did not 
J>art with her : iie answered, he loyed her with all 
the tenderness imaginable, and she had too many 
charms to be abandoned for a little quickness o( 
epirit. Tlius does this illegitimate hen-pecked over- 
look the hussy's having no regard to his very lile 
Snd fame, in putting him Upon an infamous dispute 
•.bout her reputation : yet has he confidence to laugh 
at me, because I obey my poor dear in keeping out 
of harm's way, and not staying too late from my 
Own family, to pass through the hazards of a town 
fall of ranters and debauchees. Yon, that are a 
. (riiiloiopher, should urge in out behalf, that, when 
Ve bear with a froward woman, our patience is 
Jjreserved, in consideration that a breach with her 
Blight bea dishonour to children who are descended 
fc)m ua, and whose concern makes us tolerate a 
thousand frailties for fear they should redound 
dishonoar upon the innocent. This and the tike 
circumstances, which carry with them the most 
valuable regards of human life may be mentioned for 
our long suffering; but in the case of gallants, they 
swallow ill usage from one to whom they have no 
obligation, but from a base passion, which it is 
mean to indulge, and which it would be glorious to 
overconje. 

* These sort of fellows are very numerous, and 
some have been conspicuously such, without shame; 
nay, they have carried on the jest in the very articifi 
■of death, and, to the diminution of the wealth and 
happiness of their families, in bar of those honour- 
ably near to them, have left immense wealth to 
their paramoors. What is this but being a cully in 
the gravel Sure this is being hen-pecked with a 
vengeatice ! But, without dwelling upon these less 
TofM^MWcullyism, what is there 
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80 common as to hear a fellow cune his fate that he 
cannot get rid of a passion to a jilt, and (juote a hatf 
line outof a miscellany poem to prove his weakness 
is natural / If they will go on thus, I have nothing 
to say to it; but then let them not pretend to be free 
all this while, and laugh at us poor married patients. 

' I have known one wench in this town carry a 
haughty dominion over her lovers so well, that she 
has at the same time been kept by a sea-captain in 
the Straits, a merchant in the city, a country gen- 
tleman in Hampshire, and had all her correspon- 
dences managed by one she kept for her own 
uses. This happy man (as the phrase is) used ta 
write very punctually^ every post, letters for the 
mistress to transcribe. He would sit in his nightp* 
gown and shppers, and be as grave giving an ae« 
count, only changing names, that there was nothing 
in those idle reports they had heard of sucli a 
scoundrel as one of the ouer lovers was; and how 
could he think she could condescend so low, aft^ 
such a fine gentleman as each of them ? For thii 
same epistle said the same thing to, and of, every 
one of them. And so Mr. Secretary and his lady 
went to bed with great order. 

< To be short, Mr. Spectator, we husbands shall 
never make the figure we ought in the imagination 
of young men growing up in the world, except yon 
can bring it about that a man of the town shall be 
as infamous a character as a woman of the towQ, 
But, of all that I have met in my time, commend 
me to Betty Duall: she is the wife of a sailor, 
and the kept mistress of a man of quality ; she dweUf 
with the latter during the seafaring of the former. 
The husband asks no questions, sees his apartmenti 
furnished with riches not his, when he comes into 

Eort, and the lover is as joyful as a man arrived at 
is haven, when the other puts to sea. Betty is th^ 
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THoveH time are 

OB dreams, tliey Ittte geDenllj 




t parts of die wodd, or ai pnesages cil vktt 
is to iiappen in falims iifiiuds of taae. 
• I dull coDsider diis sobfect in aaotfaer fig^ aa 
dreams may give as soaM idea of the great 
lency of akomansoid^aBd soaae iiinwitiw of 
independoicy on matter. 

In the first i^ace, oar dreams are great ' 
of tbat actiri^ whidiis natand to die Imauui soo!, 
and iHuch it is not in the power of sleq> to deader 
orabale. When the man appears tired aad vom 
oat widi die Uioars of die daqr»dHS active part in 
hitf composition is stfllbwwedaadanipearied. When 
tfaeorgans of sense want their daer^ose and ne- 
cessary lepaiatiotts, and die body is no h m g efc adiie 
to keep pace wiA that spirit na l salialanr e to which 
it is united, die sool esefts hecsetf in her several 
iacaltieSy and continnes in action nntil her partner 
is again qualified to bear hereoaipany. In dns 
ease dreams look like dierdaaations and aaaMe- 
raents of die sool, when dK b disencnndiered of her 
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machine; her sporti and recfeationSy when slie 
faud hn charge atleap. .> 

la the second place, dreams are an inotatw af 
that agility and perfection which is natural Ce tiMr. 
faculties of the mind, when they are disengaged 
from the body. The soul is clogged and retarded in 
her operations, when she acts in conjunction with a 
companion that is so heavy and unwieldy in its mo^ 
tions. But in dreams it is wonderful to obserre with 
what a sprightliness and alacrity she exerts herself.' 
The slow of 8peech,make unpremeditated harangaaS) 
or converse readily in languages that they are hot 
little acquainted with, l^e grave abound in plea** 
santries, the dull in repartees and points or witk 
There is not a more painful action of the mind IImhI: 
invention; yet in dreams it works with tfasEt^ais* 
and activity, that we are not sensible of whm tte 
faculty is employed. For instance, I believe 
one, some time or other, dreams that he it 
papers, books, or letters; in which case the mven^ 
tion prompts so readily, that the mind is i 
upon, and mistakes its own suggestions for the 
positions of another. 

I shall, under this head, quote a passage out of; 
the Religio Medici, * in which the ingenious aotkoD 
gives an aocountof himself in his dreaming and las 
waking thoughts. ' We are somewhat more thte 
ourselves in our slieepsy and the slumber of the kodji 
seems to be but the waking of the souU it nthe: 
ligation of sense, but the liberty of reason f and oat 
waking conceptions dbnot maftch the fonoies of oon 
sleeps. At my nativity my ascendant was the wvteiy 
sign of Scorpius ; I was bom in the planettusr heuv 
of Saturn, and I think I have a piece of that Iraini 
planet in me. I am no way facetious, nor &posei 
for the mirth and galliardize of company ; yet iff 

• By Sir T. Brown;llf J^ 
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•ne dreani I can compose a whole comedy, behold 
the action, apprehend the jests, and laugh myself 
&wake at the conceits thereof. Were my memory 
Bs faithful as my reason is then fruitful, I would 
never study but in my dreams; and this time also 
would I choose for my devotions ; but our grosser 
memories havo then so little hold of our abstracted 
anderstandings, tliat they forget the story, and 
oan only relate to our awaked souls a confused aud 
broken tale of that that has passed. Thus it is 
observed that men some times, upon the hour of their 
departure, do speak and reason above themselves; 
for then the soul, beginning to he freed from the 
ligaments of the body, begins to reason like herself, 
and to discourse in a strain above mortality.' 

We may likewise observe, in the third place, lliat 
the passions afiect the mind with greater strength 
when we aj^ asleep than when we are awake. Joy 
and sorrow give us more vigorous sensations of pain 
or pleasure at this time than any other. Devotion 
likewise, as the excellent author above mentioned 
has hinted, is in a very particular manner heightened 
and inflamed, when it rises in the soul at a time that 
(he body is thus laid at rest. Every man's experi- 
ence will inform bim in this matter, though it is 
very probable that this may happen differently in 
different constiUitions, I shall conclude this bead 
with the twofollowing problems, which I shall leave 
to the solution of my reader. Supposing a man 
always happy in his dreams, and miserable in his 
waking thoughts, and that his life was equally divi- 
ded between Aem; whether wouldhe bemore happy 
or miserable? Were amanaking in his dreams, and 
3' beggar awake, and dreamt as consequentially, 
and in as continued unbroken schemes, as he thinks 
vhen awake: whether he would be in reality a king 
or beggar ?or, rather, whether he would not be both ^ 

VOL. VII o ~^M 
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There is another circumstance, which, methinks 
pives us a very high idea of the nature of the soul, 
m regard to what passes in dreams : I mean that 
innumerable multitude and variety of ideas, which 
then arise in her. Were that active and watchful 
being onlv conscious of her own existence at such 
a time, what a painful solitude would our hours of 
sleep be! Were the soul sensible of her being alQoe 
in her sleeping moments, after the same manner that 
she is sensibb of it while awake, the time would 
hang very heavy on her, as it often actually does 
when she dreams that she is in such a solitude. 



Semperque relinqui 



Sola iihi^ temper longam incomitata videtur 

Ire viam ^ ViRO. JEn. if. 4T6. 



She seems alone 



To wander in her sleep through ways nnkDOWB, 
Guideless and dark.* Drydev. 

But this observation I only make by the Way. 
What I would here remark, is, that wonderful power 
in the soul, by producing her own company on tl^ese 
occasions. She converses with numberless beings 
of her own creation, and is transported into ten 
thousand scenes of her own raising. She is herself - 
the theatre, the actors, and the beholder. This puts- 
me in mind of a saying which I am infinitelv "pleased 
with, and which Plutarch ascribes to Heraclitus, that 
all men whilst they are awake are in one common 
world; but that each of them, when he is asleep, is 
in a world of his own. The waking man is con* 
versant in the world of nature : when he sleeps 
he retires to a private world that is particular to 
himself. There seems something in this consideration 
that intimates to us a natural grandeur and perfec* 
tion in the soul, which is rather to be admired than 
explained. 
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I must not omit that argument for the excellency 
of the soul which I have seen quoted out of Ter- 
tullian, namely, its power of divining in dreams. 
That several such divinations have been made, none 
can question, who believes the holy writings, or 
who has but the least degree of a common historical 
faith ; there being innumerable instances of this na- 
ture in several authors, both ancient and modem, 
jsacred and profane. Whether such dark presages^ 
such visions of the nighty proceed from any latent 
power tn the soul, during this her state of abstrac- 
tion, or from any communication with the Supreme 
Being, or from any operation of subordinate spirits, 
has been a great dispute among the learned : the 
matter of fact is, I think, incontestible, and has been 
looked upon as such by the greatest writers, who 
have been never suspected either of superstition or 
enthusiasm. 

I do not suppose that the soul in these instances 
IS entirely loose and unfettered from the body : it is 
sufficient if she is not so far sunk and immersed in 
matter, nor entangled and perplexed in her opera- 
tions with such motions of blooa and spirits, as when 
she actuates the machine in its waking hours. The 
corporeal union is slackened enough to give the 
mind more play. The soul seems gathered within 
herself, and recovers that spring which is broke and 
weakened, when she operates more in concert with 
the body. 

The speculations I have here made, if they are 
not arguments, they are at least stirong intimations^ 
not only of the'exceUency of a human soul, but of its 
independence on the body ; and, if they do not 
prove, do, at leasts confirm these two great points, 
whicln are established by many other reasons that 
are altogether unanswerable. 

O. 

g2 
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eivx. Two-|»Dee, O Loid! 

I FIND by several letters whiiih I receive daily, tli^] 
many of my readers would be better pleased to p"" 
three hallpence for my paper than two-pence. Tne 
ingenious T. W.* tells me that 1 have deprived him 
of the best part of hli breakfast i for that, since the 
rise of my paper, he is forced every morning to drink 
his dish of coffee by itself, vrithout the addition of 
the Spectator, that used to be better than lace t to 
it. Eagenius informs me, very obligingly, that he 
never thought he should have disliked any passage 
iR my paper, but that of late there have been two 
W0rd8 in every one of them vlhich he could heartily 
wish left out, viz. ' Price Two-pence.' I have a 
letter from a soap-boiler, who condoles with me very 
affectionately upon the necessity we both lie under of 
setting a higher price on our commodities since the 
tate tax has been laid upon them, and desiring me, 
when I write next on that subject, to speak a word 
or two upon the present duties on Castile soap. But 
there is none of these my correspondents, who 
writes with a greater turn of good sense, and ele- 
gance of expression, than the generous Pbilomedes, 
who advises rae to value every Spectator at six- 
pence, and promises that he himself will engage for 

• Dr. Tbomu Walker, bead nioiler of tbe Cbsrter-houEa 
»cbaOl, wbosa scbolarE Additon utid Stewle bad bepn. Tba 
doolor waa bend miuicr 49 years, and died Jiina 18, 1788, in 
tlie 8 Ul f ear of bia age. 

t A little brandy or rum. 
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ftbove a hundred of his acquaintance, who shall take 
it in^at that price. 

Letters from the female world are likewise come 
to me, in great quantities, upon the same occasion ; 
and as I naturally bear a great deference to this 
.part of our species, I am very glad to find that those 
who approve my conduct in ttiis particular, are much 
more numerous than those who condemn it. A large 
family of daughters have drawn me up a very hand- 
some remonstrance, in which they set forth that 
their father havingrefu«ed to take in the Spectator, 
since the additional price was set upon it, they offer- 
ed him unanimously to bate him the article of bread 
and butter in the tea-table account, provided the 
Spectator might be served up to them every morning 
as usual. Upon this the old gentleman^ being plea- 
sed, it seems, with thetr desire of improving tnem* 
selves, has granted them the continuance both of the 
Spectator, and their bread and butter, having given 
particular orders that the tea-table shall be set forth 
every morning with its customary bill of fare, and 
without any manner of defalcation. I thought my- 
self obliged to mention this particular, as it does 
honour to Uiis worthy gentleman ; and if the young 
lady Leetitia, who sent me this account, will ac- 
quaint me with his name, I will insert it at length 
in one of my papers, if he desires it. 

I should be very glad to find out any expedient 
that might alleviate the expense which this my pam- 
per brings to any of my readers ; and in order to it, 
must propose two points to their consideration. 
First, that if they retrench any the smallest parti, 
cttlar in tiieir ordinary expense, it will easily make 
up the halfpenny a-day wliich we have now under 
consideration. Let a lady sacrifice but a single 
ribbon to her morning studies, and it will be suffi- 
cient ; let a family bun^ but a candle a night less 

g3 
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than the usual number, Etnd Utey itiay take in the 
Spectator without detriment to their private aifatn^ 
In the next place, if my readers will not go to 
the price of buying my papers by retail, let them 
have patience, and they may bay iLem in the lump, 
without the burthen of a tat upon them. Myapeciu 
lations, when tliey are sold single, like cherries upon 
the stick, are delights for the rich and wealtliy : aflcr 
•Otnetime theycome to market in greater <iuantities, 
' and are every ordinary man's money. The truth of 
it is, they have a certain flavor at their first appear- 
ance, from several accidental circumstance B of time, 
place, and person, which they may lose if they are 
not taken early; but in this case, every reader is to 
consider, whether it is not belter for him to be half 
a year behindhand with the fashionable and politr 
part of the world, than to strain himself beyond his 
circumstances. My bookseller has now about ten 
thousand of the third and fourth volumes, which he 
il ready to publish, having already disposed of as 
large an edition both of the first and second volume. 
As he is a person whose head is very well turned to 
I his business, ho thinks they would be a very proper 
I present to be made to persons at cliristenings, mat- 
' liages, visiting days, and the like joyful solemnities 
' U oeveral other books are frequently |tven at funfr- 
talfl. He has printed them in such a little portable 
volume, that many of them may be ranged together 
upon a single plate : and is of opinion, that a salver 
Of Spectators would be as acceptable an entertain* 
ment to the ladies as a salver of sweetmeets. 
I shall conclude this paper with an epigram lately 
lent to the writer of the Spectator, af^er having re- 
turned my thanks to the ingenious author of it 
' sift, 

' Having heard the following epigram 
very much commended, I wouder that it has not 
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)ftl liad a place in any of your pikers; 1 think the 
sufivage af our poet laureat should not be over- 
lookedi which shews the opinion he entertains of 
jour psjper, whether the notion he proceeds upon 
be true or false. I made bold to convey it to yoU| 
iK>t knewing if it has yet come to your hands. 

ON THE SPECTATOR. 

«V MR. TATE. 

Aliuapie et idem 

HtueetU — - Ho*. C^tm, B»c. lO^ 

Ttou tise another and the samOk 

WhfSB 4m tbe Tatler to a mute was ttifn'd, 
iyreat Biitaio for her censor's silence mournM ; 
ftobbM of bis sprightly beams^ she wept the nighty 
"l^iHthe Spectator rose, and Uaz'd as bright. 
19o the fint man the san's first setting view'd. 
And sigh'd till circling day his joys renew'd. 
Vet^ doubtful how that second sun to nam^ 
Whether a bright successor, or the sama^ 
So ^re : but now from this suspense are freed, 
S^ee all agree, who both with judgment read> 
^Xi^ tiMwtpe sun, and does himself succeed. . 

0. 
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Hoar. 
The mighty force of ocean's troubled flood* 

Upon readitig your esday concerning the Pleasures 
of the Imagination, I find, -^mong the three sources 
of those pleasures which you hare discovered, that 
greatness, is one. This has suggested to me the 
reason why, of all objects that I have ever seen, 
there is none which affects my imagination so much 
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aft the sea, or ocean. 1 cannot see the faeavmgs Of 
this prodigious bulk of waters, even in a calm^ 
without a very pleasing astonishment ; but when it 
is worked up in a tempest, so that the horizon oo 
every side is nothing but foaming billows and floalr 
ing mountains, it is impossible to describe the agree- 
able horror that rises from such a prospect. A 
troubled ocean, to a man who sails upon it, iiy I 
think, the biggest object that he can see in motion, 
and consequently gives his imagination one of the 
highest kinds of pleasure that can arise from great- 
ness. I must confess it is impossible for me to sur? 
vey this world of fluid matter, without thinking oa 
the hand that first poured it out, and made a pro- 
per chanel for its reception. Such an object fu^u- 
rally raises in my thoughts the idea of an Almighty 
Being, and convinces me of his existence as much as 
a metaphysical demonstration. The imaginatioq 
prompts the understanding, and, by the greatness of 
the sensible object, produces in it the idea of a Being 
who is neither circumscribed by time nor space. 

' As I have made several voyages upon the sea, I 
have often been tossed in storms, and on that occa- 
sion have frequently reflected on the descriptions of 
them in ancient poets. 1 remember Longinus high)f 
recommends one in Homer, because the poet has not 
amused himself with little fancies upon the occasion^ 
as authors of an inferior genius, whom he mention^, 
had done, but because he has gathered together 
those circumstances which are the most apt to ter- 
rify the imagination, and which really happen in 
the raging of a tempest. It is for the same reason 
that 1 prefer the following description of a ship in a 
storm, which the Psalmist has made, before any 
other I have ever met with. "They that go down 
to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; 
these seethe works of the Lord, and his wonders in 
the deep. For be commandeth and raiseth the 
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stormy wind, which lifleth up the waters thereof. 
They mount up to the heaven, they go down again 
to the depths ; their soul is melted because of trou- 
ble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken 
ttian, and are at their wit*s end. Then they cry unto 
the Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth them out 
of their disttesses. He maketh the storm a calm, 
*o that the waves thereof are still. Then they are 
glad, because they be quiet, so he bringeth them 
unto their desired haven*." 

*By the way, how much more comfortable/as 
well as rational, is this system of the Psalmist, than 
Ihe Pagan scheme in Virgil aa4 other poets, where 
t>ne deity is represented as raising a storm, and 
another as laying it! Were we only to consider 
the sublime in this piece of poetry, what can be no- 
bter than the idea it gives us of the Supreme Being 
thus raising a tumult among the elements, and re- 
icovering them out of their confusion; thus trou<- 
biing and becalming nature t 

'Great painters do not only give us landscapes 
fif gardens* groves, and meadows, but very often 
employ their pencils upon sea-pieces. I could wish 
you would AHlow their example. If Uiis small sketch 
tnay deserve a place among your works^ I shall ac- 
company it with a divine ode made by a gendemtn 
fipon the conclusion of his travels. 

I. 

'* How are tfay genrants blest! O Lord ! 

How «ai« is their defence ! 
Eternal Wisdom is their guide, 

Ttieir help OmnipoteDce. 

II. 
^ In foreign realms and lands remote. 

Supported by tljy care, 
^iirough burning climes I passM unhurt, 

Md breath'd hi tainted air. 

* J?s, cvii. 23; et te^q. 
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III. 
« Thy meroy sweetenM etaiy ioil» 

Made every region please ! 
The hoary Alpine bills it warm'd, 

And smoothM the Tyrrhene seas. 

IV. 
** Thiok^ O iny soul, de? outiy thinky 

How^ with affrighted eyes, 
Thou saw'st the wide extended deep 

In all its horrors rise 1 

V. 

<< Confusion dwelt in ev*ry face. 

And fear in ev'ry heart ; 
When waves on waves, and gulfs in gulft 

O'ercame the pilof s art. 

VI. 

^ Vet then from all my griefs, O Lord, 

Thy mercy set me free, 
Whilst, in the confidence of prayer. 

My soul took hold on thee. 

VII. 

^ For though in dreadful whhrls we hung r 

•High on- the broken wave, 
I knew thou wert not slow to hear. 

Nor impotent to save. 

VIII. 

** The storm was laid, the winds retir'd. 

Obedient to thy will; 
The sea that roar*d at thy command. 

At thy command was stlU. 

'' In midst of dangers, fears, and deatb^ 

Thy goodness I'll adore, 
And praise thee for thy mercies pai^t, 

And humbly hope for more. 

X. 

" My life, if thou preserv'st my life. 

Thy sacrifice shall be ; . 
And death, if death must be my doom, 
Shall join my soul to thee.'* 

a 
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N« 490. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 17 12^ 

Domvs etplaeens uxor, 

HoR.20d.xiv. 21. 

Thy house and pleasing wife. 

Creech. 

I HAVE very long entertained an ambition to make* 
the word wife die most agreeable and delightful 
name in nature. If it be not so in itself, sdl the 
wiser part of mankind, from the beginning of the 
world to this day, has consented in an error. But 
our unhappiness in England has been, that a few 
loose men ofgenius, for pleasure, have turned it all 
to the gratification of ungovemed desires, in despite 
of good sense, form, and order ; when, in truth, any 
satisfaction beyond the boundaries of reason is but 
a step towards madness and folly. But is the sense 
of joy, and accomplishment of desire, no way to be 
indulged or attained? And have we appetites, given 
us not to be at all gratified? Yes, certainly. 
Marriage is an institution calculated for a constant 
scene of as much delight as our being is capable of. 
Two persons who have chosen each other out of all- 
the species, with design to be each over's mutual 
comfort and entertainment, have in that action 
bound themselves to be good-humoured, affable, dis^ 
creet, forgiving, patient, and joyful, wiUi respect to 
each other's frailties and perfections, to the end of 
their lives. The wiser of the two (and it always hap- 
pens one of them is such) will, for her or his own sake» 
keep things from outrage with the utmost sanctity. 
When this union is thus preserved (as I have often 
said), the most indifferent circumstance administers 
delight. Their condition is an endless, source of 
new gratifications. The married man can say, * If 
\ ain unacceptable to all the world beside, there is 
one whom I entirely love, that will receive me "with. 
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joy and transport, and think herself obliged f» 
double her kindness and caresses of me from tlie 
gloom with which she sees me overcast. I need not 
dissemble the sorrow of my heart to be agreeable 
there ; that very sorrow quickens her affection/ 

This passion towards each other, when once well 
fixed, enters into the very constitution, and the 
kindness flows as easily and silently as the bk>od in 
the veins. When tliis affection is enjoyed in the moil 
sublime degree, unskilful eyes see nothing <^ it;. bat 
when it is subject to be changed, and has an allay in 
it that may msdce it end in distaste, it is apt to break 
into rage, or overflow into fondness, before the rOH 
of the world. 

Uxander and Viramira are amorous and ¥Oting^ 
and have been married these two years ; yet oo they 
80 much distinguish each other in company, that m 
your conversation with^the dear things, you aie elill 
put to a sort of cross*purposes. Whenever yoo mi* 
dress yourself inordinary discourse to Viramira, die 
turns her head another way, and the answer ii 
made to the dear Uxander. If you tell a merry talOf 
the application is still directed to her dear; and 
when sne should commend you, she says to him, as 
if he had spoke it, ' That is, my dear, so pretty.'*** 
This puts me in mind of what I have somewhefi 
read m the admired memoirs of the famoua Cei^ 
vantes ; where, while honest Sancho Pancha t»pnltf 
ting some necessary humble question concerning 
Rosinante, his supper, or his lodging, the knight 
of the sorrowful countenance is ever impro^ 
the harmless lowly hints of his squire to poetic 
conceit, rapture, and flight, in contemplation of'tho 
dear Dulcinea of his affections. 

On the other side, Dictamnus and Moria are eter 
squabbling : and you may observe them, ail die 
time they are in company, in a state of impatienoe. 
As Uxander and Viramira wish you all gone, that 
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tHey may be at freedom for dalliance ; DictSMnnus 
and Moria wait your absence, that they may speak 
their harsh interpretations on each other's words 
and actions, during the time you were with them. 

It is certain that the greater part of the evils 
attending this condition of life arises from fashion. 
Prejudice in this case is turned the wrong way: 
and, instead of expecting more happiness than we 
shaU meet with in it, we are laughed into a prepos- 
session, that we shall be disappointed if we hope for 
lasting satisfactions. 

With all persons who have made good sense the 
rule of action^ marriage is described as the state ca-* 
pable of the highest human felicity. Tully has 
epistles full of affectionate pleasure, when he writes 
to his wife, or speaks of his children. But, above 
all the hints of this kind I have met with in writers 
of ancient date, I am pleased with an epigram of 
Martial^ in honour of the beauty of his wife 
Cleopatra. Commentators say it was written the 
day after his wedding-night. When his spouse was 
retired to the bathing-room in the heat of the day, he, 
it seems, came in upon her when she was just going 
into the water. To her beauty and carriage on this 
occasion we owe the following epigram, which I 
shewed my friend Will Honeycomb in French, who 
has translated it as follows, without understanding 
the original. I expect it will please the English 
better than the Latin reader : — 

* When my bright consort, now nor wife nor maid, 
AshamM and wanton, of embrace afraid. 
Fled to the streams, the streams my fair betray'd ; 
To my fond eyes she all transparent stood ; > 
She blush'd ; I smilM at the slight do?ering flood. 
Thus through the glass the lovely lily flows : 
, Thus through the ambient gem shines forth the rose. 
} saw new charms, and plung'd to seize my store ; 
Kisses I snatched— the waves prevented more.' 
VOL. VII. H 
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My friend would not allow that this lusdo^s 
account could be given of a wife, and therefore 
used the word consort; which he learnedly sail), 
would serve for a mistress as well, and give jet more 
gentlemanly turn to the epigram. But, under 
favour of him and all other such fine gentlemen, 
I cannot be persuaded but that the passion a bride- 
groom has for a virtuous young woman, will, by 
little and little, grow into friendship, and ^n 
it is ascended to a higher pleasure than it was in 
its first fervour. Without this happens, he is i 
very unfortunate man who has entered into thii 
state, and left the habitudes of life he might havQ 
enjoyed with a faithful friend. But when the wife 
proves capable of filling serious as weU as joyous 
hours, she brings happiness unknown to firiendBhip 
itself. Spenser speaks of each kind of love witn 
great justice, and attributes the highest praise U> 
mendship ; and indeed there is no disputing that 
point, but by making that friendship ^ake its place 
between two married persons. 

' Hard is the doubt, and difficult to deem, 
yrhen all three kinds of love together meet, 
And do dispart the heart with power extreme, 
Wht^tber shall wei^hthe balance down ; to wit. 
The dear affection unto kindred sweet. 
Or nigin^ fire of love to womankind, 
Or zenl of friends combinM by virtues meet : 
But, of tliem all, the band of virtnous mind, 
Methiuks, the gentle heart should most assured bini^ 

'* For natural affection soon doUi cease. 

And quenched is with Cupid's grater flame; 

But faithful friendship doth them both supprasB, 

And them with mastering discipline doth tame, 

Tiirough thoughts aspiring to eternal fame. 

For as the soul doth rule llie earthly mass. 

And all tlie service of the body, fram« ; 

So love of soul doth love of body pass. 

No less than perfect gold surmounts the meanest brats.* 

T. 
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N^ 4*1. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1712. 



- Digna tatisfortund retiHt. 

TiRO.iEn. Ui.SSl. 

A just reverse of fortune on him waits. 

It is common with njle to hifi from book to b66k 
to exercise my mind with mia'fiy objects, and qualify 
myself for my daily labours. After an hout spent 
in this loitering way of reading, something will re- 
main to be food to the imaginaition. The \i^ting8 
that please me most on such occasions are stories, 
for the truth of which there is good authority. The 
mind of man is naturally a lover of justice ; and 
when we rea:d a story wherein a criminal is over- 
taken, in whom there is no quality which is the ob- 
ject of pity, the soul enjoys a certain revenge fof 
the offence done to its nature, in the wicked ac'tioni 
committed in the preceding part of the history. 
This win be better understood by the reader from 
the following narration itself, than from any thing 
which I can say to introduce it. 

Whett Charles Duke of Burgundy, surnamed 
The Bold, reigned over spacioud dominions now 
swallowed up by the power of France, he heaped 
n^any favours and honours upon Claudius Rhynsault, 
a German, who had served him in his wars agaipist 
the insults of his neighbours. A great part of Zea- 
land was at that time in subjection to that dukedom'. 
The prince hlibseif was a person of singular hu. 
manity and justice. Rhynsault, with no other real 
quality ton coura]ge, had dissiihulation enough' to 
pass" upon his geheroils aind unsuspicious master for 

n2 
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a person of blunt honesty and fidelity, without any 
vice that could bias him from the execution of justice. 
His highness, prepossessed to his ndvantagey QpOB 
the decease of the governor of his chief town of Zea- 
land, gave Rhynsault that command. He was not 
long seated in that government, before be cast his 
eyes upon Sapphira, a woman ofexquisite beauty, the 
wife of Paul Danvelt, a wealthy merchant of the 
city, under his protection and government. Rhyii* 
sault was a man of a warm constitution, and TKh 
lent inclination to women, and not unskilled in the 
soft arts which win their favour. He knew what it 
was to enjoy the satisfactions which are reaped from 
the possession of beauty, but was an utter stranger 
to the decencies, honours, and delicacies, that at- 
tend the passion towards them in elegant minds. 
However, he had so much of the world, that he 
had a great share of the lan^ua^ which usoallj 
prevails upon the weaker part of that sex ; and he 
could with his tongue utter a passion with which hb 
heart was wholly untouched. He was one of thoie 
brutal minds which can be gratified with the viola- 
tion of innocence and beauty, without the least 
pity, passion, or lov^, to that with which they are 
so much delighted. Ingratitude is a vice insepara- 
ble to a lustful man ; and the possession of a woman 
by him, who has no thought but allaying a passion 
painful to himself, is ncccssarilv followed by aistaste 
and aversion. Rhynsault, being resolved to accom- 
plish his will on the wife of Danvelt, left no 
arts untried to get into a familiarity at her house: 
but she knew his character and disposition too 
well, not to shun all occasions that might ensnare 
lier into his conversation. The governor, despairing 
of success by ordinary means, apprehended and 
imprisoned her husband, under pretence of an 
information, that he was guilty of a correspondence 
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wfth the enemies o,f the duke to betray the 
town into their possession. This design Kad its 
desired effect; and the wife of the unfortunate 
Danvelt, the day before that which was appointed* 
for his execution, presentied hefself in the hall 
of the governor's house, and', as he passed through 
the apartment^ threw herself at his feet, and, hold- 
ing his knees, beseeched his mercy. RhynsauU 
beheld her with a dissembled satisfaction; and, 
assuming ^n air of thought and authority, he 
bid her arise, and* told her she must follow him 
to his closet; andj asking her whether she knew 
the hand of the letter he pulled out of his pockety 
went from her, leaving this admonition aloiid: — 
* If you will save .your husband, you must give 
me an account of all you know without preva- 
rication'; for every body is satisfied he was tqo 
fond of jovL to be able to hide from you the 
names or the rest, of the conspirators, or any other 
particulars whatsoever .* He went to his closet, and- 
soon after the lady was sent for to an audience.^ 
"the servant knew his distatice when matters of 
state were to be debated ; and the governor, laying 
aside the air with which he had appeared in pub- 
lic, began to be thesupplicatit, torally^an affliction, 
which it was in her power easily to remove, and re- 
lieve an innocent man from his imprisonment: She 
easily perceived his intention; and bathed in tears,^ 
began to deprecate so wicked a design. Lust, like 
ambition, talces all the faculties of the inind'and 
body into' its service and subjection. Her becoming 
tears, her honest anguish, the wringingof her hands, 
and the many changes of her posture and figure in 
the vehemence of speaking, were but- so many 
attitudes in which he beheld her beauty, and further 
incentives of his desire. All humanity was lost in 
that one appetite, and he signified to her in so many 

iJ 3 



78 SPECTATOR. N* 49L 

plain terms, that he was unhappy till he had pet* 
sessed her, and nothing less should be the price of 
her husband's life ; and she must before the follow- 
ing noon pronounce the death, or enlargement, of 
Danvelt; After this notification, when he saw Sap- 
phira enough again distracted, to make the subject 
of their discourse to common eyes appear different 
from what it was, he called servants to conduct hef 
to the gate. Loaded with insupportable afflictioii, 
she immediately repairs to her husband ; and hafr 
ing signified to his gaolers that she had a proposal to 
make to her husband from the governor^ she was 
left alone with him, revealed to him all that had 
passed, and represented the endless cooflict tba 
Was in between love to his person, and fidelity to his 
bed. It is easy to imagine the sharp afflictioa 
this honest pair was in upon such an incident, ia 
lives not used to any but ordinary occurrences. 
The man was bridled by shame from speaking what 
his fear prompted, upon so near an approach of 
death ; but let fall words that signified to hcTt bo 
should not think her polluted, though she h%4 Q^ 
et confessed to him that the governor had violated 
er person, since he knew her will had no part in ths 
action. She parted from him with this oblique pe^ 
mission to save a life he had not resolution enoa^ 
to resign for the safety of his honour. 

The next morning the unhappy Sapphira attended 
the governor, and being led into a remote apart- 
menty submitted to his desires. Rhynsault com- 
mended her charms, claimed her familiarity after 
what had passed between them, and with an air of 
gaiety, in the language of a gallant, bid her retofBy 
and take her husband out of prison : * but/continived 
he, ^ my fair one must not be offended that I h^fs 
taken care he should not be an interruption to Qlff 
future assij^nations.' These last words forehodied 
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wh%t she found when she came to the gaol — her 
hysband executed by the order of Rhynsault 1 

It was remarkable that the woman, who was full 
of tears and lamentations during the whole course 
of her a£Biction, uttered neither sigh nor complaint, 
bu.t stood fixed with grief at this consummation of 
her misfortunes. She betook herself to her abode ; 
and afler having in solitude paid her devotions tp 
Him who is the avenger of innocence, she repaired 
privately to 'court. Her person, and a certain 
grandeur of sorrow, negligent of forms, gained her 
passage into the presence of the duke her sovereign. 
As soon a? she came into the presence, sbe b^pke 
forth into the following words : ' Behold, O mighty 
Charles, a wretch weary of life, though it has always 
been spent with innocence and virtue. It is not in 
your power to redress my injuries, but it is to 
avenge them. And if the protection of the distressed, 
and the punishment of oppressors, is a task worthy 
a prince, 1 bring the duke of Burgundy ample 
matter for doing honour to his own great name, and 
1?iping infamy off mine.' 

When she had spoken this, she delivered the dul^e 
a paper reciting her story. He read it with all the 
etnotions that indignation and pity could raise in n 
prince jealous of his honour in the behaviour of his 
officers, and prosperity of his subjects. 

Upon an appointed day, Rhynsault was sent for 
to court, and, in the presence of a few of the council, 
confronted by Sapphira. The prince asking, * Do 
you know that lady 1*. Rhynsault» as soon as he 
c^uld recover his surprise, told the duke he would 
* marry her, if his highness would please to think that 
a reparation. The duke seemed contented with this 
answer, and stood by during the immediate solem- 
nization of the ceremony. At the. conclusion of it 
he told Rhynsault, * Tlius far you have done as 
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constrained by my authority : I shall not be latiBfied* 
of your kind usage of her» without you sign iC eiftof' 
your whole estate to her after your decease. To 
the performance of this also th^ duke was a witness. 
When these two acts were executed, the duke turned 
to the lady, and told her, * It now remains for me to 
put you in quiet possession of what your husband 
has so bountifully bestowed on you ;' and ordered' 
the immediate execution of Rhynsault. 
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QuiepUd eU boni marit leviiatf 9Xiinguiiur. 

Lefity of bebaviour U the bane of aU tbat is good and Virtuoui, 

' DEAR MR. SPECTATOR, 'TunbrMgc, Sept. If. 

' I AM a young woman of eighteen years of age, and' 
I do assure you a maid of unspotted reputation, 
founded upon a very careful carriage in all my looks, 
words, ana actions. At the same time I must own 
to you, that it is with much constraint to flesh and^ 
blood that my behaviour is so strictly irreproach- 
able; for I am naturally addicted to mirth, to gaiety». 
to a free air, to motion, and gadding. Now, what 
gives me a great deal of anxiety, and is some dis- 
couragement in the pursuit of virtue, is, that dia 
young women who run into greater freedoms with" 
the men are more taken notice of than I am. Hie 
men are such unthinking sots, that they do not pre- 
fer her who restrains all her passions and affections^ 
and'keeps'much within the bounds of what is lawfa^l 
to her who goes to the utmost verge of innocence. 
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and parleyi^ at the very brink of vice^ whether she . 
shall be a wife, or a mistri^s. - But I must appeal to 
your spectatorial wisdom, who, 1 find, have passed 
very much of your time in the study of woman, 
whether this is not a most unreasonable proceeding. 
I have read somewhere that Hobbes of Malmesbury 
asserts, that continent persons have more of what 
they contain than those who give a loose to their 
desires.* According to this rule, let there be equal 
age, equal wit, and equal good-humour, in the 
woman of prudence, and her of liberty: whatstoreji 
has he to expect who takes the former 1 Wh^t rer 
fuse must he be contented with who chooses the lat? 
ter ? Well, but I sat down to write to you to vent 
my indignation against several pert creatures who. 
are addressed to and courted in this place, while 
poor I, and two or three like me, are wholly unre-. 
garded. 

* Every one of these afiSect gaining the hearts of 
your sex. This is generally attempted by a parti- 
cular manner of carrying themselves with familiarity. 
Glycera has a dancmg walk, and keeps timQ in her 
ordinary gait. Chloe, her sister, who is unwilling 
to interrupt her conquests, comes into the room be- 
fore her with a familiar run. Dulcissa takes advan- 
tage of the approach of the winter, and has intro- 
duced a very pretty shiver; closing up her shoul- 
ders, and shrinking as she moves. All that are in 
this mode carry their fans between both hands be- 
fore them. Dulcissa,. herself, who is author of this 
air, adds the pretty run to it ; and has also, when 
she is in very good humour, a taking familiarity in , 
throwing herself into the lowest seat in the room, 
and letting her hooped petticoat^fall with a lucky, 
decency about her. I know she practises this way.: 
of sitting dpwn' in her chamber; and indeed she, 
dpe» it ap >vell as you may hav^ se^Ti an actress fa}^; 
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d<iwn dead in a tragedy. Not the leait indecencj 
in her posture. If you have observed what pretfy 
carcasses are carried off at the end of a*yerse at Ad 
theatre, it will give you a notion how Dulcissa 
plumps into a chair. Here is a little country mi 
that is very cunning, that makes her use of being 
young and unbred, and outdoes the ensnarers who 
are almost twice her age. The air that she takes is 
to come into company after a walk, and is very 
successfully out of breath upon occasion. Her 
mother is in the secret, and calls her romp, and 
then looks round to see what young men stare at- 
her. 

< It would take up more than can come into onfl[ 
of your papers, to enumerate all the particular air^ 
of the younger company in this place. But I canncK 
omit Duleeorella, whose manner is the most indo^ 
lent imaginable, but still as watchful of conquest tf 
the busiest virgin among us. She has a pecuUar 
art of staring at a youn^ rellow, till she sees she has; 
got him, and inflamed him by so much observation. 
When she sees she has him, and he begins to toss 
his head upon it, she is immediately short-sighted, 
and labours to observe what he is at a distance, with 
her eyes half shut. Thus the captive that thought 
her first struck, is to make very near approaches, or 
be wholly disregarded. This artifice has done move 
execution than all the ogling of the rest of the 
women here, with the utmost variety of half glances, 
attentive heedlessnesses, childish inadvertencies, 
haughty contempts, or artificial oversights. After I 
have said this much of ladies among us who fight' 
thus regularly, I am to complain to yon of a set of 
familiar romps, who have broken through all com* 
mon rules, and have thought of a very effectual way 
of shewing more charms than all of us. Tliese, 
Mr* Spectatoi'y are the swingers. Tou are to know' 
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tiiese careless pretty creatures are very innocents 
ags^Q; 99diti9tp be no matter what they do«ll(Nrit 
18 all harmless freedom. They get on ropes, as yoa 
must have seen the children, and are swung by 
their men visitants. The jest is, that Mr. Suchra* 
one can name the colour of Mrs. Suchra-one's stock- 
ings ; and she tells him he is a lying thief, so he is, 
and full of roguery ; and she will lay a wager, and 
her sister .shall tell the truth if he says right, that he 
cannot tell what colour her garters are of. In this 
diversion there are very many pretty shrieks, hot so 
much for fear of falling, as that their petticoats 
should untie ; for there is a great care bad to avoid 
improprieties : and the lover who swings the )ady is 
to tie her clothes very dose with his hatband, be« 
fore she admits hiim tp throw up her heels. 

* Now, Mr. Spectator, except you can note these 
^antQpnesses in.their beginnings, and bringus sober 
girls into observation, there is no help for it ; we 
must swim with the tide; the coquettes are too 
powe^^ a parly for us. To look into the merit of 
a, xegvil^ and well-behaved woman i^ a slow thing* 
A Ipose trivial song gains the affections, when a 
wise homily is not s^ttended to. There is no other 
w£^y but to nvake war vpon them, or we must go 
over to them. As for my part, I will shew all the 
worI4 ift ^ Wp for want of charms that I stand &6 
lopg upasked ; and if yon do not take measures foi^ 
thfi immfsdiate redress of us rigids, as ihiB fellovs 
cb\\ i]t(, I cm ipp.ye with a speaking mien» can look 
signi49autly9. cap lisp, cam trip, can loll, can start, 
can bli^sh^ <;an rage^ can weep, if I must do it, and 
c^ b^ fri^h^ ^ agreeably a& any she in EnglaBd. 
aU w^ioh i9 hiHXKbly submitted to your spc^otatonal. 

cQj^4efMiQ^ii Wil^^l humilit^t l^y 

* Ycnw np^Qst humble senmut. 
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QuaUm-commendeSy etiam atque etiam oipice, ne 
IncutiatU alieno tibi peccata pudorem, 

HoR. 1 Ep. zviii. 76. 

CommeDd not, till a man is 1hrouf[;bly known : 
A rascal praisM, you make his faults your own. 

Akon. 

It is no unpleasant matter of specalation to coin ■ 
sider the recommendatory epistles that pass Toani' 
this town from hand to hand, and the abuse people' 
put upon one another in that kind. It is indeed 
come to that pass, that instead of being the testis ' 
mony of merit in the person recommended, the tnrf 
reading of a letter of this sort is, ' The bearer hereof 
is so uneasy to me, that it will be an act of charity 
in you to take him off my hands ; whether yoa pre*-' 
fer him or not, it is all one ; for I have no maimer 
of kindness for him, or obligation to him or his;" 
and do what you please as to that.' As negligenl ' 
as men are in this respect, a point of honour is coa^ 
cemed in it: and there is nothing a man should be 
more ashamed of, than passing a worthless creataie ', 
into the service or interests of a man who has ncrel:''' 
injured you. The women indeed are a little too ' 
keen in their resentments to trespass often this way:- 
but you shall sometimes know, that the mistress and 
the maid shall quarrel, and give each other very free >' 
language, and at last the lady shall be pacified to-' 
turn her out of doors, and give her a very good" 
word to any body else. Hence it is that yoa see»'' 
in a year and a hadf s time, the same face a domestie ' 
in all parts of the town. Good^breeding and good^' 
nature lead people in a great measure to this injiSMBSi 
tice : when suitors of no consideration will hftfO^^' 



confidenoe enongh to presg apon their toperiors, 
those in power axe tender of speaking the excep- 
tions they have against them, and are mortgaged 
into promises oat of their impatience of importunity. 
In this latter case, it would be a very nsenil inquiry 
to know the history of recommendations. There 
are, you must know, certain abettors of this way 
of torment, who make it a profession to manage 
the affairs of candidates. These gentlemen let out 
their impudence to their clients, and supply any 
defective recommendation, by infonning how such 
and such a man is to be attacked. They will tell 
yon, get the least scrap fixMn Hr. Soch-a-one, and 
leave the rest to them. When one of these under- 
takers-has your business in hand, you may be sick, 
absent in town or country, and die patron shall be 
worried, or you prevaiL 1 remember to have been 
shewn a gentleman some yean ago, who punished a 
whole peo^e lor. thdr fecility in giving their ere- 
de&tials. This person had bdongMl to a regiment 
whidi did duty in the West Indies, and, by the 
mortality of the place, happened to be connnan^g 
officer in the colony. He oppressed his subjects 
with g^reat firankness, till be became sensible that he 
was heartily hated by every man under is command. 
When he had carried his point to be thus detestable, 
in a pretended fit of dishumonr, and feigned un- 
easiness of living where he found he was so univer- 
sally unacceptable, he communicated to die chief 
inhabitants a design he had to return for England, 
provided they would give him ample testimoiuals of 
their approbation. The {banters came into it to a 
man, and, in pr o por t ion to his deserving the quite 
contrary, the words justice, generosity, and courage, 
were inserted in his commission, not omitting the 
general good-liking of people of sdl conditions in the 
colony. The gendeman retoms/or England, and 
VOL. vir. I 
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within a few months after came tmck to them libiir 
governor, on the strengjth of their own teatinK>DMlf^ 

Such a rebuke as this cannot indeed happen to 
easy recommenders, in the ordinary course of tbiujp 
from one hand to another; but how would a mfn 
bear to have it said to him^ ' The person I took iott 
confidence on the credit you gave him, hat peeved 
false, UDJusty and has not answered any way thi 
character you gave me of him? 

I cannot but conceive very ^d hopes of Aat 
rake, Jack Toper of the Temple, for an honest icifr 
pulousness in this point A friend of his. m^ twn 
with a servant that had formerly lived with JadSf 
and having a mind to take him, sent him to klMfV 
what faults the fellow had, since he could not pbafs 
•uch a careless fellow as be was. His answor fn 
as follows : 

' TiiOMAs that lived with me was ton|ii 
away because he was too good for me. You kiM 
I live in taverns ; he is an orderly sober rascal, sad 
thinks much to sleep in an entry until two in s 
morning. He told me one day, when he was dmh 
ing me that he wondered I was not dead befbii 
now, since I went to dinner in the evening, and 
went to supper at two in the mommg. We wen 
coming down Essex-street one night a little jGhil- 
tered, and I was giving hun the word to alacQi ||^ 
watch ; he had the impudence to tell me iX Ktf 
against the law. You that are married^ and Uiratoii 
day after another the same way, and so onui 
wlK>le week, I dare say will like him« and he wilL^ 
glad to have his meat m due season. The fsUospjl 
certainly very honest My service to yous latbn 
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No^t]ite turn rerr fSur deaEog. Ja^ kneiT rerj 
irdly UitC llioagh uie lote of order made a dhhi 
very dwkward in bis eqnipi^, it was a Vahiable 
quality among the queer people who live by rule ; 
and had too' much good-sense and good-natoie to 
IH the fellow starve, because he was not fit to at* 
tend his vivacities. 

I shall end this discourse with a letter of recom- 
mendation from Horace to Ckmdius Nero. Ton 
will see in that letter a slowness to ask a ftvour, a 
strong reason te ben^ viable to deny his good 
wokd any loi^r, and tmit it is a service to the per- 
son to whom he recommends, to comply with what 
is asked : all which are necessary drcnmstanoesy 
both in jattiee and good-bieeding^ if a man wooH 
ask s# as to have reason lo complain of a deniai; 
and indeed a man should not in strictoess ask other- 
wise. In hopes the authority of Uoraee, who per- 
fectly understood how to live with gpeat men, may 
bikve a good efiect towards amending this 6c3ity ht 
people ^coBditton, and the confidence of those wba 
Bffji^ to diem without merit, I have translated the 
epistle. '^^ 

' TO CLAUDIUS NERO^ 

* SIB, 

* SEPTiicvs, who waits npon yon wiA 
tUs, is very well acqnainled with die plaoe yon are 
pleased to aUow me in your friendship. For when 
he beseeches me to recommend him to your notioey 
in such a manner as to be received by yoo, wfaoaie 
delicate in die dioice of your friends and domestics, 
be knows our intimacy, and nnderstands my ability 
to serve bun better uian I do myselfl I have de- 
fended myself agunst his ambition to be yonrs, as 
laofg as I possibqr eodd ; bot fearing die inqpnlatioo. 
of hiding my power in yon out of mean and sdfisb 
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coasiderattoDs, I am at last prevailed upon to give 
you this trouble. Thus to avoid the appearance of 
a greater fault, I have put on this confidence* If 
you can forgive tliis transgression of modesty ia 
behalf of a friend, receive this genUeman into your 
interests and friendshipj and take it from me that 
he is an honest and a brave man.' T» 
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JBgriiwdinem iaudaref unam rem maximi dtittiMkmf 
quorum est Umdem philotophorumf CicBao. 

What kind of philosophy is it to extol melancholy, the wat ' 
detestable thing in nature f 

About an age ago it was the fashion in Englaiid 
for every one that would be thought religioua, to 
throw as much sanctity as possible into his moe, aibd, 
in particular, to abstain from all appearances of 
mirth and pleasantry, which were looked upon M 
the marks of a carnal mind. The saint was of s 
sorrowful countenance, and generally eaten up with 
spleen and melancholy. A gentleman, who wfti 
lately a great ornament* to the learned world, hai' 
diverted me more than once with an account of the 
reception which he met with from a very famdiif ' 
independent minister, who was head of a colleget 
in those times. This gentleman was then a young 

* TJie geuUeman here alluded to was, Anthony Hetnlej 
esq. who died much lamented in Auf?. 1711. 

f The head of a college was Dr. Thomas Goodwin^ S, T. P. 
president of Maf^dalen College in Oxford, and one of tfas' 
xL^emhlj of divines who sat at Westminster. " , ' 



aJby w i U BMt in the rofmUic of l^Aann, and jii«e fitted 
octfor dM iniveimt]f|fri(ti a good caigo of Lafo and** 
Greekv His firtendtf were feaolved Siat he should* 
try his Intnne at an decUon which was drawing 
neap in the college, of which the independent mini' 
sterwhoml' have before mentioned was governor. 
Ihe youth, according to custom, waited on him in 
ordev' to be examined. He was received at the 
door by- a servant who was one of that gloomy ge- 
neration t^at were then in fhshion; He conducted 
lnm» with great silence and seriousness, to a lonp 
galfery, whikch was darkened at noon-day, and had- 
only a single candle burning in it. After a short 
stay in this mefanoholy apurtment, he was led into 
a chamber hong* With bliKk, where he entertained' 
himsetf IbpYome'tune'byithegtimniering of a taper, 
until alflength'the head of the college came out to- 
h\m* (T f fm am inner room,, with halfa*dozen mght-- 
caips-'wpon llM^head, and a^ religious' horror in hiv 
can n tenapOR The jom^' man trembled: but his^ 
feam itmreaeed) wheninstfead of being tfsked ^nt 
yrogtmv be hfld> made in learning, he wtur examined 
hew he^aboondedun grace. His Latin- a(nd Greek 
stood' him iu'little stettd'; he was- to give an«ccount 
only ci Uie state of his-sonl; whether he was- of the 
nrnnbop of the elect ; w4iat was^ the occasion of the 
conversion;' upon what day of the month, and 
faourofthe day itr happened ; how it was carried on^ 
and when completeov The wIm^ .examination was- 
sMnmned' up witb one short question, namely, whe- 
ther he was prepared for death t The boy, who batd' 
been bred^upby honest panentu^ was* ihghted out 
of his wits atthe solemnity of the proceeding, andby 
tifeiastdreadlulhiterrbgatory*; sothat;uponmakine 
bis escape out of this house of mourning, he could- 
never be brought aDooond time'totfae exanunation, 
ae-not being s^'to go-through the' terrors of it. 

id 
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Notwithstanding this general form and outside of 
religion is pretty well worn out among us, there avi 
many persons who, by a natural uncheerfulnets of 
heart, mistaken notions of piety, or weakness of 
understanding, love to indulge this uncomibrtable 
way of life, and give up themselves a prey to-ffrief 
and melancholy. Superstitious fears, and gronncUegi 
scruples, cut them off from the pleasures of conifer* 
station, and all those social entertainments, #hich 
are not only innocent but laudable : as if mirth w« 
made for reprobates, and cheerfulness of heart 
defied those who are the only persons that haire a 
proper title to it. 

Sombrius is one of these sons of sorrow. He 
thinks himself obliged in duty to be sad and dl^ 
consolate. He looks on a sudden fit of laughter 
as a breach of his baptismal vow. An innocent jest 
startles him like blasphemy. Tell him of one who 
1^ advanced to a title of honour, he lifts up his hands 
and eyes ; describe a public ceremony, he shakes hil 
hea4; shew him a gay equipage, he blesses himsdf* 
All the little ornaments of life are pomps and vamtie&f 
Mirth is wanton, and wit profane. He is scan- 
dalized at youth for being hvely, and at childhood 
for being playful. He sits at a cnristening> or a vaaa* 
riage feast, as at a funeral ; sighs at the conclnsm 
of a merry story, and grows devout when the rest si 
the company grow pleasant. After all, Sombrius is 
a religious man, and would have behaved himsdC 
very properly, had he lived when Christianity wai 
under a general persecution. 

I would by no means presume to tax such charac* 
ters with hypocrisy, as is done too frequently ; that, 
being a vice which I think none but He who knowsi 
t^e secrets of men's hearts should pretend to discp- 
ver iu another, where the proofs of it do not amount 
to a demonstration. On the contrary, as ther^ frs 
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[ktmy excellent persons who are weighed down by 
liiia habitual sorrow of heart, they rather deserve our 
'impassion than our reproaches. 1 think, however, 
tliey would do well to consider whether such a 
behavioui does not deter men from a religious life, 
'^representing it as an unsociable state, that extin- 
guishes all joy and gladness, darkens the face of 
Aftture, and destroys the relish of being itself. 
li 1 have, in former papera, shewn how greataten- 
dency there is to cheerfulness in religion, and how 
such a frame of mind is not only the most lovely, 
but the most commendable in a virtuous person. In 
short, those who represent religion in so unamiable 
Alight, are like the spies sent by Moses to make 
^discovery of the land of promise, when by their 
iVeports they discouraged the people from entering 
^Krapit. Those who ahewns the joy, the cheerfulness, 
the good humour, that naturally spring up in this 
faappy state, are tike the spies bringing along with 
tl^m the clusters of grapes, and delicious fruits, that 
might invite their companions into the pleasant 
country which produced them,* 

An eminent pagan writerf has made a discourse 
to shew that the atheist, who denies a God, does 
him less dishonour than the man who owns his being 
but at the same time beheves him to be cruel, hard 
to please, and terrible to human nature. ' For my 
own part,' says he, ' I would rather it should be 
said of me, that there was never any such tnan as 
Plutarch, than thatPlutarch was ill-natured, capri- 
cious, or inhuman.' 

If we may believe our logicians, man is distin- 
guished from all other creatures by the faculty of 
laughter. He has a heart capable of mirth, and 

• Smnli. ch. xiii. 

t Plut.IIefjl AiiTiJojfiovWi. Plut-Oneia.lDin.i.ii.ise. 
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naturaHy di^posodr to it. It is not tka bunneiiitii 
virtue ta extirpate the a&ctionB of tiie xoxtA^ \mt^ 
to regulate them. It may moderate and restraia^- ; 
but was not designed to banish gladness- from Htm- 
heart of man. ^ligion contracts the circle of ovr 
pleasures, but leaves it wide enough for her votane^* 
to expatiate in. The contemplation of the DhpiM^ 
Bemg, and die exercise of virtue, are» in tbeip ofi»« . 
nature, so far froni' excluding all gladness of hearty 
that they are perpetual sources of it. In a word, Iba ' 
true spirit of religion cheers, as well as compoMl^ 
the soul ; it banii^es indieed all levity of behavioav 
all vicious and disaolate miith{ butin exchange, flMr 
the mind with a perpetual serenity, unintenvpMlFt,' 
cheerfulness-) and an habitual inclinatioa to p l e ai a y i / 
others, as well aato be leased in itself. 
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Durii ut ilex totua bipennibus, 
Nigra fermci f^MdU in AlgHOj 
Fer dtannm^ per cadet, at ipta 
Ihicit opes animumpte ferro* . 

Hob. 4 0d. iv.5T. 

Like an oak on some cold mounUiD brow> 



At ev'iy wound ihey sprout and grow: 
The axe and sword new Tigour give, 
And by their mins tbey revive. 

AwOll* 

As I am one, who^ by my profbssion, am obligedktv; . 
look into ail kindlM)f men, there are none wIioiqfJ^v^ 
consider with so much pleasure, as those who ha¥a.ij 
any thing new or extraordinary in their charaoteiv; 
or ways of living. For this reason, I have. qJteii; . 



N»495. SPECTATOR. 93 

amueed myself with spectil&tions on the t 
people called Jews, manyof whom I have met with he 1 
most of the considerable towns which I havep: 
through in the course of my travels. They an . 
deed, so disseminated through all the trading parw' J 
of the world, that they are become the instruments' r 
by which the most distant nations converse with o 
another, and by which mankind are knit together 
a general correspondence. They are like the peg;*' J 
and nails in a great building, which, though thej'l 
are but little valued in themselves, are absolutely' 3 
necessary to keep the whole frame together. 

That I may not fall into any common beaten tracki' ' 
of observation, I shall consider this people in three' ' 
views. First,withregardto theirnumber; secondly^' 
their dispersion ; and thirdly, their adherence to 
their religion : and afterwards endeavour to shew, 
first, what natural reasons, and, secondly, what- 
providential reasons, may be assigned for these ' 
three remarkable particulars. 

The Jews are looked upon by many to be as ' 
numerous at present as they were formerly in the 
land of Canaan. 

This is wonderful, considering the dreadful 
slaughter made of them under some of the Romaji 
emperors, which historians describe by the death of 
many hundred thousands in a war ;, and the innu- 
merable massacres and persecutions they have 
undergone in Turkey, as well as in all Christian' 
nations of the world. The rabbins, to express the 
great havoc which has been sometimes made of 
them, tell us, after their usual manner of hyperbole, 
that there were such torrents of holy blood shed, 
as carried rocks of a hundred yards in circumference ' 
above three miles into the sea. 

Their dispersion is the second remarkable parti- • 
fsotw in this people. They swarm over all the East, ' 
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aud are settled iu tho remotest parts of Chintt. 
They are spread through most of the natJona im 
Europe and Africa, and many families of them are 
e»tablis1ied in the West Indies: not to mentioa 
whole nations borderingon Prester- John's country, 
and discovered in the inner parts of America, if ve 
may give any credit to their own writers. 

Their firm adherence to their religion is no less 
remarkable than their numbers and dispertion, 
especially considering it as persecuted or contemned 
over the face of the whole earth. This is likewise 
the more »eiaarkable, if we consider the frequent 
apuatoeiee of this people, when they liied under 
their kings In the land of promise, and within tight 
of their temple, 

If in the next place we exKmine what may be tha 
natural reasona for these three particulars which i*e 
find in the Jews, and which are not to be found n 
any other reli^a or people, I can, in the first places 
attribute their numbers to nothing but their coBStsal 
employments, their abstinence, their exemption 
from wara, and above all, their frequent marriages:' 
for they look on celibacy as an accursed state, and 
generally are married before twenty, as hoping* the 
Messiah may descend trom them. 

The dispersion of the Jews into all the nations of 
the earth is the second remarkable particular of that 
people, though not so hard to be accoanted for. 
They were always in rebellions and tumults whde 
they had the temple and holy city in view, for 
which reason they have often been driven out of 
their old habitations in t)te land of promise. They 
have as often been banishedoutof most otlier places 
where they huve settled, which must very much 
disperse and scutter a people, and oblige them to 
Hcelc a livelihood where they can find it. Besides, 
tbft wfcoLe people ia itow a race of such raerchaotc _ 
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98 are wanderers by profesBion, and, at the same 
time, ore in most, if not ali place*, iucapable of 
either lands or offices, that might engage them to 
make any pai't of the world their home. 

This dispersion would probably have lost their 
lellgioQ, had it not been secured by the strength of 
its constitution ; for they are to live all in a body, 
and generally witiiin the same enclosure ; to marry 
among themselves, and to eat no meats thai are 
not killed or prepared their own way. This shuts 
them otit from all table conversation, and the most 
agreeable intercourse of life; and, by consequence, 
^Kcludes them from the most probable means of 
qODversion. 

If, in the last place, we consider wliat providential 
reaeonsmaybe assigned for these three particnlars, 
we shall find that their numbers, dispersion, and 
fdliereuce to their religion, hare furnished every 
age,audeTery nation of the world, with the slron^st 
srguoteuts for the Christian faith, not only as these 
very particulars are foretold of tbem, bat as they 
tbemselves are the depositaries of these, and all 
Uie other prophecies, which tend to their own con- 
Casion. Tbeii number furnishes ds with a sufficient 
cloud of witnesses that attest the truth of the old 
Bible, Their dispersion spreads these witnesses 
through all parts of the world- The itdherence to 
tjjeir religion makes their testimony nnqnestionabl^. 
Bad the whole body of Jews been converted lo 
Chiistianity, we should certainly have thought all 
tjie jxopbecies of the Old Testament, that relate to 
the comingand his toryofour blessed Saviour, forged 
I9 Cliri&tiaiis, and have looked upon them, with the 
prophecies of the Sibyls, as made many years after 
tiie erenu they pretended to foretel. 

O. 
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K«496. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, ITti 



□nnfum paritir vU his decuil, nut ctlain ampUm, 
Qaad itla utat nngii ad hac utinda idonea cit, 
Terbmt. Heaut. Acl L 



^ * Those ancienU who were the most accnirate in 
I their remarks on the geoiua and temper of mankiDd, 
I by coQsideriog the various bent and scope of our 
I actions, throughout the progress of life, have, with 

Sreat exactness, allotted inclinations and objects of 
esire particular to every stage, according to the 
different circumstances of our conversation and 
fortune, through the several periods of it. Hence 
they were dispascd ea»ily to excuse lliose exceHsei 
which in^ht possibly arise from a too eager pursuit 
of the amotions more immediately proper to eaefc 
State. They indulged the levity of childhood with 
tenderness, overlooked the gaiety of youth with 
good-nature, tempered the forward ambition and' 
impatience ofripened manhood with discretion, and 
kindly imputed the tenacious avarice of old meirto' 
their want of relish for any other enjoyment. 8a«h' 
allowances as these were no less advantageous to 
common society thanobliging to particular penonsi' 
for, by maintaining a decency and regularity in tb«^ 
course of life, they supported the dignity of hura«|i 
OKtuie, which then suflers the greatest violence when' 
the order of things is inverted; and in nothing is it' 
more remarkably vilified and ridiculous, than wfaea' 
feebleness preposterously attempts to adorn itself 
with that outward pomp and lustre, which serre on^ ' 




NM96. •Pbctatou. 97 

to aet off the bloom of yoiith with better advantage. 
1 voM iDBeosibly carried into leftections of &\a 
nature, by just now meeting Paulina (who is in his 
climacteric) bedecked with the utmost splendor of 
dress and equipage, and giving an unbounded loose 
to all manner of pleasure, whilst his only sod is 
debenred all innocent diversion, and may be sees 
frequently solacing himself in Che Mallnith no other 
attendance than one antiquated servant of his 
father's for a companion and director, 

' iLis a monstrous want of reflection, that a man 
cannotconsider, that when lie cannot resign the plea- 
sures of life in his decay of appetite and inclination 
to them, hia bod must have a much uneasier task to 
resist the impetuosity of growing desires.' The skill 
therefore should methinks be, to let a son want no 
lawful diversion, in proportion to his future fortune, 
and the figure he is to make in the world. The first 
step towards virtue that 1 have observed in young 
raenofcondition thathaverunin excesses, has been, 
that they had a regard to their quality and reputa- 
tion in the management of their vices. Narrowness 
in their circumstances has made many youths, to 
supply themselves as debauchees, commence cheats 
and rascals. The father who allows his sou to the 
utmost ability avoids this latter evil, which, as to 
the world, is much greater than the former. But the 
contrary practice has prevailed so much among some 
men, that I have known them deny them what was 
merely necessary for education suitable to their 
quality. Poor young Antonio is a lamentable 
instance of ill conduct in this kind. The young man 
did not want natural talents ; but the father of him 
was a coxcomb, who affected being a fine gentlemau 
so unmercifully, that he could not endure iu his 
sight, or the frequent mention of one who was his 
g into mwhood, and thntating him out 
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of the gUy world. I hafp often thought tho htim 
took a sacrtfr pleasure in reflecting^, that, whea ihat 
fine house and seat came into the next hands^ il 
trould revive his memory, as a person who Incw 
how to enjoy them, from observation of the rttstidty 
and ignorance of his successor. Certain it ia, that t 
man may, if he will, let his heart close to the haTiiuf 
no regard to any thing but his dear self, eren with 
exclusion of his very children. I recommend tUs 
subject to your consideration, and am. Sir, 

^ Your most humble servant, 

. ' T. b/ 

< MR. SFXCT ATOE, < LoBdoD, Sept 26, ITlt^ 

' I AM just come from Tunbridge, md 
have since my reUtm read Mrs^ Matilda Mohair^t 
lett^ to you. She pretends to make a mighty itoiy 
about the divcrtion of swinging in that place. What 
was doBe^ was only among relatieas, and ao maa 
swnng any woman who was not secoBd eosais it 
farthest. She is pleased to say, care was taken that 
the gallants tied the ladies' legs before they wert 
wafted into the air. Since she is so spitefulp I w31 
tell you the plain truth. — There was no such nicety 
observed, sinee we were all, as I just now told yon, 
near relations ; but Mrs. Mohair herself has been 
swung there,aiid she invents all this malice, becauie 
it was oibserved she has crooked legs, of which I 
was an eye-witness. 

' Your homble lervaol^ 

^ BikCHEL SHOESTftlMS/ 

< MR. SPECTATOR, < TanMtge, Sept SS, 1Y19. 

* We have jasi now read your paper, ooa* 
taining Mtt. Mohair's letter. It is an nnwet^timkii 
her own fpsm one end to the other; and Ideeirayea 
would prhit the incbsed letter by itself^ and siMrtia 
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it 8o as to come withia the ooippaBs of vour Mf 
sheet. She is the most maliciotui mi^ in the irarM, 
for all she looks so innocent. Do not leaye out 
that part ahout her bein^ in love with her Aither's 
butler, which makes her shun men ; for that is the 
tmest of it all. ' Your humble servant, 

* SARAH TRICE.* 

' P.S. She has crooked legs.' 

' MR. SPECTATOR, <Toiibridge^ SeptM^ 1T19. 

^ All that Mrs. Mohair is so vexed at 
against the good company of this place, 19, that we 
all know she has crooked legs^ lliis is certainly 
true. I do not care for putting my name, because 
one would not be in the power of the creature. 

*. Your humble servant, unknown.* 

• 

' MR. SFSeTATOR, ' Ttmbridge, Sept. te, iri9. 

' That insuflfcrable prude, Mrs. Mdhalr, 
who has told such stories of ue compa«y here, is 
with child, far all her nice, airs and her crooked 
legsw* Pray be sure to put her in for both those 
two things, and you will oblige every body here^ 
especially ^Your humble servant, 

* ALICE BLFEGARTER,* 
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Mbnanpsr. 
A cupDing old fox this ! 

A VATOVR well bestowed is almost as great an ho-. 
flOur to him whaconfevs it as to hist wha receives it. 
What indeed mi^es for the sulperior reputatioQ o#U^' 
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patron in this cue, is, that he is always Eurrounded 
with BpeciouB pretences of unworthy candidates, aad 
is often alone in the kind inclination he has towarda 
the well deserving. Justice is the liret quality io the 
man wliois in a [)OBt of direction; and 1 remember to 
haveheardanold gentleman talk ofthe civil wan isnd 
in his relation gave an account of ft general ofiicer, 
who, with this one quality, without any shiniai 
endowments, became so popularly beloved and 
honoured, that all decisions between man and man 
were laid before him by the parties concerned, in a 
private way; andl they would lay by their animosities 
implicitly, ifhebid them be friends, or submit thent- 
selveM in t)ie wrong without reluctance, if he said it, 
without waiting the judgment of coiiits-manitl. 
Hismanner was to keep the dates ofall commissions 
in his closet, and wholly dismiss from the service 
such who were deficient in their duty; and afler that, 
took care to prefer according to the order of buttle. 
His familiars were his entire friends, and could have 
no interested views in courting his acquaintance] 
for his aftection was no step to their preferment, 
though it was to their reputation. By this means, t 
kind aspect, a salutation, a smile, and giving out his 
hand, had the weight of what is esteemed by vul^ 
minds more substantial. His business was very 
■liort, and he who had nothing to do but justice, 
was never atfronted withareqiiestof a familiar daily 
visitant for what was due to a brave man at a dii' 
t&nce. Extraordinary mcrithc used to recommend to 
the king for some distinction at home; till the order 
of battle made way for his rising in the troopG. Add 
to this that he bad an excellent manner of getting 
rid of such who he observed were good at a bolt, 
as his phrase was. Under this description hecooi' 
preheudod all tliose who were contented to lire 
•viliiout feproachj «nd had no promptitude in tbeii 
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n^ndd' UiwMds gbky. These fi^Uowt.wsrs also i»% 
ccNsmepidedttoithe kiog,a»dtok6iu>ffivH*^g«ii^^ 
haads into posts wbereia jiligeMr^Qil^ conmoib 
honesib^ were ail that were nesessaiy.* Tt^^cnerali 
ha4:iK>iweak part in. his lioS) batevery marfhad^asi 
miickcaM upon him, and as.muehhonoiic talosa.a^i 
hitnsei^ Every oifieer could answer for what ptesfi'4^** 
whete he was ; and tiie ^serai's preseaca was iiera^; ',.%^ 
necessary any wheoa, but where he had: placed him- •* •' '* 
self at thQ fiifsft disposition^ exaapt. that accidents *•*. 
happened froia extraorduiM^y efibrts of the enen^ 
which he could iH>t: foresesf ; foot it was remadKable: 
that ft nerer Ml out from ^guliira.in his own troops, 
Itr must bO) confessed the world isjust so .muck outr 
ot- or der> aa. aa unworthy persoft possesses what 
i^bOuld be in the iiraction of him who has bettac: 
pretensions to it ^ 

instead of suck a conduct as tUsold fellow usedto^ 
describe i!n lua general, all theieidlsrwliich have ever 
haippened among mankind hara arose from. tiie. 
wimton4i6po8ttionof>tke- favours of the poweifuL It 
IB ^nerally all that men of modesty and virtue can 
do, to^fidl in with some whimsical tara in a; greait 
man, to make way for thingsiofffcal'andfabsolute sen- 
vice, in the time of Don Sebastian o£ Portugal, oti 
sometime since, the first minister wouldJetnotfaaog^ 
eomeiieffir himbut what bore the most profinud&o^ 
of: wisdom and gravity, l^ey carried it: so hr^ 
thatv for the greater show of m^ profound kao«i«i 
ledge, at pair oil spectacles tied on.thehr no8es> witk 
flu blad^nbllo» round their heads, was what^ com* 
fylet^d thc^Jdress of those who made their ooort at htt 
teviee^ wafi mono witk naked noses were admitted to 
hts: presence. A. blunt honest fellow^ who had a. 
oonmand in Use train of aitiUery, had attempted to 
make an impressionupon the porter, day after day^ 
in vain, untdiattengthhemadehiaappearanoejna' 
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T«ry though tTuKdarf suit of clothes, and two ^tit 
of Epectacles-o6,at once. He was conducted bom 
room to T4piay*'\tb great deference, to the mini- 
ster ; ail<l',-^^'^yiug on the farce of the place, he told 
hisexceltencv that he had pretended in thiaraanDcr 
tp b^-wiser than he really was, but with no ill in- 
teiUian; but he was honegt Such-a-one of the train, 
%ad he came to tell him that they wanted wheelbar- 
TOWS and pickaxes. The thing happened not to dis- 
please, the great man was seen lo smile, and the 
successful afiiccr was rc-conducti^d with the same 
profound ceremony out of tlie house. 

When Leo X. reigned pope of Home, his holiness 
though a man of sense, and of an excellent taste of 
letters, of all things affected fools, buffoons, Im- 
mouTJsts, and coxcombs. Whether it were from 
vanity, and tliat he enjoyed no talents in other men 
bnt what were inferior to him, or whatever it was, 
he carried it so far, that his whole delight was in 
finding out new fools, and, as our phrase is, playing 
them off, and making them shew themselves to ad- 
vantage. A priest of his former acquaintance strf- 
fered a great man^ disappointments in attempting 
to find access to him in a regular character, until M 
last, in despair, he retired from Rome, and returned 
in an equipage so very fantastical, both as to the 
dregs of himself and servants, that the whole court 
\rare in an emulation who should first introduce 
him to his holiness. What added to the expecta- 
tion his holiness had of the pleasure he should have 
in his follies, was, that this fellow, in a dress the 
most exquisitely ridiculous, desired he might speak 
to him alone, for he had matters of the highest tm> 

fortance, upon which he wanted a conference. 
[othing could be denied to a coxcomb of so great 
hope; but when they were apart, the impostor re- 
vealed himself, and spoke as follows : 
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^ Do not be surprised, most holy father at seeing, 
instead of a coxcomb to laugh at^ your old friead^ 
who has taken this way of access to admonish you of 
your own folly. Can any thing shew your holiness 
how unworthily you treat mamcind, more than my 
being put upon this difficulty to speak with you? It 
is a degree of folly to delight to see it in others, and 
it is the greatest insolence imaginable to rejoice in the 
disgrace of human nature. It is a erimtnal humility 
in a person of your holiness's understanding, to be- 
lieve you cannot excel but in the conversation of 
half-wits, humourists, coxcombs, and buffoons. If 
your holiness has a mind to be diverted like a ra- 
tional man, you have a great opportunity for it, in 
disrobiug all the impertinents you have favoured^ of 
sdl their riches and trappings at once, and bestow- 
ing them on the humble, the virtuous, and the meek. 
If your holiness is not concerned for the sake of 
virtue and religion, be pleased to reflect, that, fior the 
sake of your own safety it is not proper to be so very 
much in jest. When the pope is thus merry, the 
people will in time begin to think many things, 
which; they have hitherto beheld with great venera* 
tion, are in themselves objects of scorn and derision. 
If they once get a trick of knowing how to laugh, your 
holines8*s saying this sentence in one night-cap, and 
theother with the other, the change of your slippers, 
bringing you your staff in the midst of a prayer, then 
stripping you of one vest^ and clapping on a second 
during divine service, will be found out to have no- 
thing in it. Consider, sir, that at this rate a head will 
be reckoned never the wiser for being bald ; and the 
ignorant will be apt to say that going barefoot does 
not at all help on in the way to heaven. The red cap 
^nd the cowl will fall under the same contempt; and 
the vulgar will tell us to our faces, tKat we shall have 
no authority over them, but from the force of our 
arguments and the sanctity of our lives.' T. 
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— ^ Ftustra retinacula Undent 

Fertur equi$ auriga, neque audit eurrut kaiemaMm 

ViBO. Georg. i.514. 

Nor reins, nor curiM, nor cries the borsn fear. 
But force along the trembling charioteer. 

Drydbn. 

TO THE SPECTTATOR-GRNERAL OF GREAT 

BRITAIN. 

From the further end of the Widow's CGflTee-lioiMO Ift 
Deverenx-court^ Monday evening, twentyeight nuovrtff^ 
and a half past six. 

' DBAR DUMB, 

* Iir short, to use no further preface, if I shonM: 

tell you that I have seen a hackney-coachtnai^ 

when he has come to set down his fare, which- 

has consisted of two or three very fine ladies, hand 

them out, and salute every one of them with an air 

of famiharity, without giving the least oflence, yoti 

would perhaps think me guilty of a gasconade. But' 

to clear myself from that imputation, and to ex-' 

plain this matter to you, I assure you that there are' 

many illustrious youths within this city, who fre^ 

quently recreate themselves by driving of a hack* 

ney-coach ; but those whom, above Si others, l 

would recommend to you, are the young gentlemea 

belonging to the inns of court. We have, I thinki 

about a dozen coachmen, who have chambers her> 

in the Temple ; and, as it is reasonable to beHcttf 

others will follow their example, we may perhaps itf 

time (if it shall be thought convenient) be drove to 

Westminster by our own fraternity, allowing efverf 
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fifth fierson to apply his meditations this way, which 
is but a modest computation^ as the humour is now 
likely to take. It is to be hoped, likewise, . that • 
there are in the other nurseries of the law, to be 
found a proportionable number of these hopeful 
plants, springing up to the everlasting renown of 
their native country. Of how long standing this hu- 
mour has been, I know not. The first time I had any. 
particular reason tatake notice of it was about this 
time twelvemonth, when, being upon Hampstead- 
heath with some of these studious young men, who 
went thither purely for the sake of contemplatioiiy 
nothing would serve them but I must go through 
a course of this philosophy too ; and, being ever 
willing to embellish myself with any commendable 
qualification, it was not long ere they persuaded me 
into the coach-box; nor indeed much longer, before 
I underwent the fate of my brother Phaeton; for,^ 
having drove about fifty paces with pretty good suc- 
cess, through my own natural sagacity, together 
with the good instructions of my tutors, who, to give 
them their due, were on all hands encouraging and 
assisting me in this laudible undertaking; I say, sir,, 
leaving drove about fifty paces with pretty good suae 
cess, I must needs be exercising the lash, which the 
horses resented so ill from my hands, that they gave . 
a sudden start, and thereby pitched me directly upon 
my heady as I very well remembered obavA half an 
hour afterwards ; which not only deprived me of all 
the knowledge I had gained for fifty yards before, 
but had like to have broke my neck into the bar- 
gain. After such a severe reprimand, you may ima- 
gine I was not very easily prevailed with to make 
a second attempt ; and indeed, upon mature delibe- 
ration, the whole science seemed, at least to me, to 
be surrounded with so many difficulties, that, not- 
li^tbstandi;}g the unknown advantages which mighst 
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have accrued to me thereby, I g^ave over all hopes 
of attaining it ; and I believe had never thought of it 
more, but that my memory has been lately refreshed 
by seeing some of these ingenious gentlemen ply in 
the open streets, one of which I saw receive so suit- 
able a reward to his labours, that though I know, 
you are no friend to story-telling, yet I must beg. 
leave to trouble you with this at large. 

' About a fortnight since, as I was diverting my- 
self with a pennyworth of walnuts at the Temple, 
gate, a lively young fellow in a fustian jacket shot 
by me, beckoned a coach, and told the coachmsuif 
he wanted to go as ^ as Chelsea. They agreed 
upon the price, and this young gentleman mounts! 
the coach-box : the fellow, staring at him, dwved: 
to know if he should not drive until they were out o( 
town. ' Noy no,' replied he. He was then going 
to climb up to him, but received another chsck, maa, 
was then ordered to get into the coach, or behind i!, 
for that he wanted no instructors ; " but be Bwr^, 
you dog you," says he, '* do not you bilk me.'^The 
fellow thereupon surrendered his whip, scratched 
his head, and crept into the coach. Having myself 
occasion to go into the Strand about the same time, 
we started both together ; but the street being veyy. 
full of coaches, and he not so able a coachman as. 
perhaps he imagined himself, I had soon got a little, 
way before him ; often, however, having the curior. 
sity to cast my eye back upon him, to observe how 
he behaved himself in this high station, which he, 
did with great composure, until he came to the pa^s,. 
which is a military term the brothers of the whip 
have given to the strait at St. Clement's church*, 
When he was arrived near this place, where are 
always coaches in waiting, the coachmen began to. 
suck up the muscles of their cheeks, and to tip the 
wink upon each other, as if they had some roguery 
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ia their heads, which I was immediately. convinced 
Qf ; for he no sooner came within reach, but the 
^rst of them with his whip took the exact dimension 
of his shoulders, which he very ingeniously called 
^endorsing: and indeed, I must say, that every one 
of them took due care to endorse him as he came 
through their hands. He seemed at first a little 
uneasy under the operation, and was going in all 
haste to take the numbers of their coaches ; but at 
len^h, by the mediation of the worthy gentleman 
m the coach, his wrath was assuaged, and he pre* 
vailed upon to pursue his journey; though indeed 
I thought they had clapped luch a spoke in his wheel, 
as had disabled him from being a coachman for that 
4ay at feast : for I am only mistaken, Mr. Spec^ 
ijr some of these endorsements were not wrote in 
io Urong a hand that they are still legible. Upon 
iny enquiring the reason of this usual salutation, 
they told me, thut it was a custom among them, 
whenever they saw a brother tottering or unstable 
m bis post, to lend him a hand, in order to settle 
him again therein. For my part, I thought their al- 
ikeations but reasonable, and so marched o£ Be- 
sides our coachmen, we abound in divers other sorts 
of ingenious robust youth, who, I hope will not 
take it in if I defer giving you an account of their 
several recreations to another opportunity. In the 
meantime^ if you would but bestow a little of your 
wholesome advice upon our coachmen, it might 
perhaps be a reprieve to some of their necks. As 
I understand you hare several mspectors under you, 
if' you would out send one amongst us here in the 
l^emple, 1 am persuaded he would not want em- 
ployment. Bat I leave this to your own considera* 

\; ^ • Your humble servant, 

' MOSES G^EEKBAG/ 



H>4n| 



' P. S. I have heard our critics in tJie coffee- 
houses hereabout talk mightily of the unity of time 
and place. According to my notion of the matter 
I have endeavoured at something like It in the be- 
ginning of my epistle, I desire to he informed 
a little as to that particular. In my next I deeign 
to give you some account of excellent watermen, 
who are bred to the law, and lar outdo the li 
■tudents above mentioned.' 
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Naribui indutga. Peri. S 

You drive Ibu jest too fur. 

Drvde 

My friend Will Honeycomb has told me, for above 
this half year, that he had a great mind to try hts 
hand at a Spectator, and that be would fain have 
one of his writing in my works. This morning T 
received from him the following letter, which, afler 
having rectified some little orthographical mistakes, 
I shall make a present of to the public. 

•deakspec. 

'I WAS about two nights ago in company 
with very agreeable young people of both sexes, 
where, talking of some of your papers which ure 
■written oil conjugal love, there aroce a dispute 
among us, whether there were not more bad husbands 
in the world than bad wives. A gentleman, who was 
lidvocate for the ladies, took this occasion to tell uh 
I the ftory of ft famous siege in GermHny, which I 




JP499. SPECTATOl,. 109 

, ^ka?e fiince found related in my historical dictionary, 
^tfter the following manner. When the emperor 
:Conrade the Third had besieged Guelphus, duke of 
Bavaria^ in the city of Hensberg, the women, find- 
ing that the town could not possibly hold out long, 
petitioned the emperor that they might depart out of 
ity with 80 much as each of them could carry. The 
^emperor, knowing they could not convey away many 
of their effects, granted them their petition : when 
the women, to his great surprise, came out of the 
place with every one her husband upon her back. 
The emperor was so moved at the sight, that he 
burst into tears : and, after having very much ex. 
tolled the women for their conjugal affection, gave 
the men to their wives, and received the duke into 
his favour, 

* The ladies did not a little triumph at this story, 
asking us at the same time, whether in our con- 
sciences we believed that the men of any town in 
Great Britain would, upon the same offer, and at 
the same conjuncture, have loaden themselves with 
their wives; or rather, whether they would not 
have been glad of such an opportunity to get rid of 
them 1 To this my very good friend, Tom Dap- 
perwit, who took upon him to be the mouth of our 
sex, replied, that they would be very much to blame 
if they would not do the same good office for the 
women, considering that their strength would be 
greater, and their burdens lighter. As we were 
amusing ourselves with discourses of this nature, in 
order to pass away the evening, which now begins 
to grow tedious, wafell into that laudable and pri- 
mitive diversion of questions and commands. I 
was no sooner vested with the regal authority, but 
I enjoined all the ladies, under pain of my displea- 
sure, to tell the company ingenuously, in case they 
had been in the siege abo^e-mentioned, and had the 

YO^. VII. L 
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same offers made them as the good women of that 
place, what every one of them would have brongh^ 
off with her, and have thought most worth the 
saving? There were several merry answers made 
to my question, which entertained us until bed-time. 
This filled my mind with such a huddle of ideas, 
that, upon my going to sleep, I fell into the follow** 
ing dream : 

* I saw a town of this island,whicli shall be name» 
less, invested on every side, and the inhabitants of 
it so straitened as to cry for quarter. The general 
refused any other terms than those granted to thB 
above-mentioned town of Hensberg, namely, that 
the married women might come out with what they 
could bring along with them. Immediately the ciW 
gates Hew open, and a female procession appeared, 
multitudes of the sex following one another in a row, 
and staggering under their respective burdens. I 
took my stand upon an eminence in the enemy's 
camp, which was appointed for the general rendez- 
vous of these female carriers, being very desirous to 
look into their several ladings. The first of them 
had a huge sack upon her shoulders, which she set 
down with great care. Upon the opening of it, 
when I expected to have seen her husband shot out 
of it, I found it was filled with china-ware. Tbe 
next appeared in a more decent figure, carrying a 
handsome young fellow upon her back : I could not 
forbear commending the young woman for her con- 
jugal affection, when, to my great surprise. I found 
that she had left the good man at home, and brought 
away her gallant. I saw the third, at some distance, 
with a little withered face peeping over her shoulder, 
whom 1 could not suspect for any but her spouse, 
until, upon her setting him down, I heard her call 
him dear pug, and found him to be her favourite 
monkey. A fourth brought a huge bale of cards 
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along, with her; and the fifth a Bolouia kp-dog, 
for her husband, it seems, being a very burly man^ 
she thought it would be less trouble for her to bring 
away little Cupid. The next was the wife of a 
rich usurer, laden with a bag of gold ; she told us 
that her spouse was very old^ and by the course of 
nature could not expect to live long ; and that to 
shew her tender regards for him, she had saved that 
which the poor man loved better than his life. The 
next came towards us with her son upon herback, 
who, we were told, was the greatest rake in the 
place, but so much the mother's darling, that she 
left her husband behind with a large family of hoper 
ful sons and daughters, for the sake of this graceless 
youth. 

' It would be endless to mention the several per- 
sons, with their several loads, that appeared to me 
in this strange vision. All the place about me was 
covered with packs of ribbons, brocades, embroi- 
dery, and ten thousand other materials, sufficient 
to have furnished a whole street of toy-shops. One 
of the women, having a husband, who was none of 
the heaviest, was bringing him off upon her shoul- 
ders* at the same time that she carried a great 
bundle of Flanders lace under her arm : but finding 
herself so overloaden, that she could not save both of 
them, she dropped the good man, and brought 
away the bundle. In short, I found but one hus- 
band among this great mountain of baggage, who 
was a lively cobbler, that kicked and spurred all the 
while hia wife was carrying him on, and, as it was 
said, had scarce passed a day in his life without 
giving her the discipline of the strap. 

< I cannot conclude my letter, dear Spec, without 

telling thee one very odd whim in this my dream, 

I saw, methought, a dozen women employed in 

.briijging off one man; I could not guess who it 

l!1 
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should be, until upon his nearer approach I dis- 
covered thy short phiz. The women all declared 
that it was for the sake of thy works, and not thy 
person, that they brought thee off, and that it was 
on condition that thou shouldst continue the Speo* 
tator. If thou thinkest this dream will make a 
tolerable one, it is at thy service, from, 

* Dear Spec, 
•Thine, sleeping and wakings 

' WILL honeycomb/ 

The ladies will see by this letter what I hare 
often told them, that Will is one of tho8« old- 
fashioned men of wit and pleasure of the town, that 
shews his parts by raillery on marriage, and one who 
has often tried his fortune that way without success. 
I cannot however dismiss hii letter, without ob» 
serving, that the true story on which it is built does 
honour to the sex, and that, in order to abuse them, 
the writer is obliged to have recourse to dream and 
fiction. O. 
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IJuc natas aiJjice septem. 



£t lotidem juvenes ; et mox generosque nurusque, 
Qua-ritt nunc^ habtat quam nostra superbia causam. 

Ovid, Met. vi. U8. 

Seven are my daughters, of a form divine, 

With seven fair sons, an indefective line. 

Go, fools, consider this, and ask the cause 

From which my pride its strong presumption draws. 

Croxal. 
*SIll, 

'You, who arc so well acquainted with the stoiy 
of Socrates, must have read how, upon his making 
a discourse concerning love, he pressed his point 
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with so much success^ that all the bachelors in hit 
audience took a resolution to marry by the first op- 
portunity, and tliat all the married men immediately 
took hprse and galloped home to their wives. I 
am apt to think your discourses, in which you havo 
drawn so many agreeable pictures of marriage^ 
have had a very good effect this way in England. 
We are obliged to you, at least, for having taken oflF 
that senseless ridicule, which for many years the 
witlings of the town have turned upon their fathers 
and mothers, For my own part I was born in 
wedlock, and I do not care who knows it ; for 
which reason, among many others, I should look 
upon myself as a most insufferable coxcomb, did I 
endeavour to maintain that cuckoldom was insepa- 
rable from marriage, or to make use of husband and 
wife as terms of reproach. Nay, sir, I will go one 
step further, and declare to you betore the whole 
world, that I am a married man, and at the same 
time 1 have so much assurance as not to be ashamed 
of what I have done. 

* Among the several pleasures that accompany 
this state of life, and which you have described in 
your former papers, there are two you have not 
taken notice of, and which are seldom cast into the 
account by those who write on this subject. You 
must have observed, in your speculations on human 
nature, that nothing is more gratifying to the mind 
of man than power or dominion ; and this I think 
myself amply possessed of, as I am the father of a 
family. I am perpetually taken up in giving out 
orders, in prescribing duties, in hearing parties, in 
administering justice, and in distributing rewards 
and punishments. To speak in the language of the 
^pnturion, I say unto one. Go, and he goeth; and 
to another. Come, ^nd he cometh : and to my ser-r 
vanty Do thisi and he doeth it. In short, sir, I look 

l3 
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nponmy family as apatriarchal sovereignty, in whi^ 
I am myself both king and priest. All great govern- 
ments are nothing else but clusters of these little 
private royalties, and therefore 1 consider the 
masters of families as small deputy-governors pro- 
siding over the several little parcels and divisiont of 
their fellow-subjects. As 1 take great pleasure ib 
the administration of my government in particohtfy 
80 I look upon myself not only as a more usefalybut 
as a much greater and happier man than any bache- 
lor in England, of my own rank and condition. 

* There is another accidental advantage in mar» 
riage, which has likewise fallen to my share ; I 
mean the having a multitude of children. These 
I cannot but regard as very great blessings. Whea 
I see my little troop before me, I rejoice in the ad- 
ditions which I have made to my species, to mj 
country, and to my religion, in having produced! 
such a number of reasonable creatures, citizens, and 
Christians. I am pleased to see myself thus per- 
petuated ; and as there is no production compara- 
ble to that of a human creature, 1 am more proud of 
having been the occasion of ten such glorious pro- 
ductions, than if 1 had built a hundred pyramids at 
my own expense, or published as many volumes of 
the finest wit and learning. In what a beautiful 
light has the holy scripture represented Abdon, out 
of the judges of Israel, who had forty sons and 
thirty grandsons, that rode on threescore and tea 
ass-colts, according to the magnificence of the eastern 
countries! How must the heart of the old man re- 
joice, when he saw such a beautiful procession of 
his own descendants, such a numerous cavalcade of 
his own raising! For my own part, 1 can sit in my 
parlour with great content, when I take a review 
of half a dozen of my little boys mounting upon 
hobby-horsesy and of as many little girls tutomif 
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their babies, each of them endeavouriBg to excel 
the rest, and to do something that may gain my fo- 
vour and approbation. 1 cannot question but he 
who has blessed me with so many children, wiU 
assist my endeavours in providing for them. There 
18 one tiling I am able to give each of them, which 
is, a virtuous education. I think it is sir Francis 
Bacon's observation, that in a numerous family of 
Children, the eldest is often spoiled by the prospect 
.of an estate, and the youngest by being the darling 
of the parent; but that some one or other in the 
middle, who has 'not perhaps been regarded, has 
made his way in the world, and overtopped the 
rest. It is my business to implant in every one of 
my children, the same seeds of industry, and the 
same honest principles. By this means I think I 
have a fair chance, that one or other of them may 
grow considerable in some or other way of life, 
whether it be in the army, or in the fleet, in trade, 
or any of the three learned professions; for you 
must know, sir, that, from long experience and ob- 
servation, I am persuaded of what seems a paradox 
to most of those with whom I converse, namely, 
that a man who has many children, and gives them 
a good education, is more likely to raise a family, 
than he who has but one, notwithstanding he leaves 
inm his whole estate. For this reason I cannot for- 
bear amusing myself with finding out a general, an 
admiral, or an alderman of London, a divine, a phy* 
sician, or a lawyer, among my little people who are 
now perhaps in petticoats ; and when I see the mo- 
therly airs of my little daughters when they are 
playing with their puppets, I cannot but flatter my- 
jself that their husbands and children will be happy 
in the possession of such wives and mothers. 

^ If you are a father, you will n(rt perhaps think 
^xd letter impertinent; but if you are a single man^. 



116 SPBCTATO*. N"60K 

you will not know the meaning of it, and probably 
throw it into the fire. Whatever you determine of 
it, you may assure yourself that it comes from one 
who is 

< Your most humble servant, 

* and well-wisher, 

O. * PHILOGAMUS/ 
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Jhtrum* S0i levins JU patienHd 
Quicguid corrigere eat nefat, 

HoR. 1 Od. xxiv. l^. 

'Tis hard : but when we needs must bear, 
Endaring patience makes the burden light. 

Crbech. 

As some of the finest compositions among the an- 
cients are in allegory, 1 have endeavoured, in se- 
veral of my papers, to revive that way of writings 
axid hope I have not been altogether unsuccessful in 
it ; for 1 find there is always a great demand for 
those particular papers, and cannot but observe that 
sever^ authors have endeavoured of late to excel in 
works of this nature. Among these, 1 do not know 
any one who has succeeded better than a very inge- 
nious gentleman, to whom I am obliged for the fol- 
lowing piece, and who was the author of the vision 
in the 460th paper. O. 

How are we tortured with the absence of what we 
JOQwet to possess, when it appears to be lost to usil 
What excursions does the soul make in imagination 
after it, and how does it turn into itself again, more 
foolishly fond and dejected at the disappointment,! 
Our grieff instead of having recourse to reason, 
Mrhich might restrain it^ searches to find a further 
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nourishment. It calls upon memory to relate the 
seyeral passages and circumstances of satisfaction 
which we formerly enjoyed; the pleasures we pur- 
chased by those riches that are taken from us; or 
the power^ and splendour of our departed honours ; 
or the voice, the words, the looks, the temper, and 
affections of our friends that are deceased. It needs 
must happen from hence that the passion should 
often swell to such a size as to burst the heart which 
contains it, if time did not make these circumstances 
less strong and lively, so that reason should become 
a more equal match for the passion, or if another 
desire which becomes more present did not over- 
power them with a livelier representation. These 
are thoughts which I had when I fell into a kind of 
vision upon this subject, and may therefore stand 
for a proper introduction to a relation of it. 

I found myself upon a naked shore, with company 
whose afflicted countenances witnessed their con- 
ditions. Before us flowed a water, deep, silent, 
and called the River of Tears, which, issumg from 
two fountains on an upper ground, encompassed an 
island that lay before us. The boat which plied in 
it was old and shattered, having been sometimes 
overset by the impatience and haste of shigle pas- 
sengers to arrive at the other side. This immedi- 
ately was brought to us by Misfortune who steers 
it, and we were all preparing to take our places, 
when there appeared a woman of a mild and com- 
posed behaviour, who began to deter us from it, by 
reprlBsenting the dangers which would attend our 
voyage. Hereupon some who knew her for Patience, 
and some of those too who, until then, cried the 
loudest, were persuaded by her, and returned back. 
The rest of us went in, and she, (whose good-nature 
would not suffer her to forsake persons in trouble) 
desired leave to accompany us, that she might at 
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least administer some small comfort or advice while 
we sailed. We were no sooner embarked but the 
boat was pushed off, the sheet was spread; and 
being filled with sighs, which are the winds of that 
country, we made a passage to the further bank, 
through several difficulties, of which the most of ui 
seemed utterly regardless. 

When we landed, we perceived the island to be 
strangely overcast with fogs, which no brightness 
could pierce, so that a kind of gloomy horror sat 
always brooding over it. This had something is it 
very shocking to easy tempers, insomuch that some 
others, whom Patience had by this time gained over, 
left us here, and privily conveyed themselves round 
the verge of the island, to find a ford by which she 
told them they might escape. 

For my part, I still went along with those who 
were for piercing into the centre of the place ; and 
joining ourselves to others whom we found upon the 
same journey, we marched solemnly as at a funenl, 
through bordering hedges of rosemary, and through 
a grove of yew-trees, which love to overshadov 
tombs, and flourish in church-yards. Here we heard 
on every side the wailings and complaints of several 
of the inhabitants, who had cast themselves discon- 
solately at the feet of trees ; and as we chanced to 
approach any of these, we might perceive them 
wrmging their hands, beating their breasts, tearing 
their hair, or after some other manner visibly agi- 
tated with vexation. Our sorrows were heightened 
by the influence of what we heard and saw, and one 
of our number was wrought up to such a pitch 
of wildness, as to talk of hanging himself upon 
a bough which shot temptingly across the path 
we travelled in ; but he was restrained from it by 
the kind endeavours of our above-mentioned com- 
panion. 
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We had now gotten into the* most dusky. Mend, 
part of the island, and by the redoubled soniids of 
sighs, which ^ade a doleful whistling in the 
brandbes, the thickness of air, which occasioned 
faintish respiration, and the voilent throbbings of 
heart which more and more ejected us, we fouad 
that we approached the Grotto of Grief. It was a 
wide, hollow, and melancholy cave, sunk deep in a 
dale, and watered by rivulets that had a c<^ur 
between red and black. These crept slow and half 
conjealed amongst its windings, and mixed their 
heavy murmurs with the echo of groans that rolled 
through all the passages. In the most retired parts 
of it sat the doleful being herself; the path to her 
was strewed with goads, stings, and thorns ; and 
her throne on which she sat was broken into a rock, 
with ragged pieces pointing upwards for her to lean 
upon. A heavy mist hung above her; her head 
oppressed with it inclined upon her arm. Thus did 
she reign over her disconsolate subjects, full of her- 
self to stupidity, in eternal pensiveness, and the 
profoundest silence. On one side of her stood De- 
jection just dropping into a swoon, and Paleness 
wasting to a skeleton ; pn the other side were Care 
inwardly tormented with imaginations, and Anguish 
suffering outward troubles to suck the blood from 
her heart in the shape of vultures. The whole vault 
had a genuine dismalness in it, which a few scat- 
tered lamps, whose bluish flames arose and sunk in 
their lirtis, discovered to our eyes with increase. 
Some of us fell down, overcome and spent with what 
they suffered in the way, and were given over to 
those tormentors that stood on either hand of the 
presence ; others, galled and mortified with pain, 
recovered the entrance, where Patience, whom we 
^ad left behind, was still waiting to receive us. 

With her (whose company was now become more 
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grateful to us by the want we had found of her) we 
winded round the Orotto, and ascended at the back 
of it, out of the mournful dale in whose bottom it 
lay. On this eminence we halted by her advice, 
to pant for breath; and lifting our eyes, which, until 
then, were fixed downwards, felt a sullen tort of 
satisfaction, in observing through the shades what 
numbers had entered the island. This satisfaotioa, 
which appears to have ill-nature in it, was ezcosar 
ble, because it happened at a time when we wart 
too much taken up with our own concern, to havt 
respect to that of others ; and therefore we did not 
consider them as suffering, but ourselvet at not 
tuffering in the most forlorn estate. It had alsotht 
groundwork of humanity and compassion in k 
Siough the mind was then too dark and too deeply 
engaged to perceive it ; but as we proceeded on- 
wards, it began to discover itself, and, from obsenr- 
ing that others were unhappy, we came to questios 
one another, when it was that we met, and what 
were the sad occasions that brought us together. 
Then we heard our stories, we compared them^ we 
mutually gave and received pity, and so by degrees 
became tolerable company. 

A considerable part of the troublesome road was 
thus deceived ; at length the openings among the 
trees grew larger, the air seemed thinner, it lay 
with less oppression upon us, and we could now 
and then discern tracks in it of a lighter greyness, 
\ like the breakings of day, short in duration,, much 
enlivening, and called m that country, gleams of 
amusement. Within a short while these gleams be- 
gan to appear more freqi^nt, and then brighter 
and of a longer continuance : the sighs that hither- 
to filled the air with so much dolefulness, altered 
to the sound of common breezes, and, in general, 
the horrors of the island were abated. 



li^iSOt. SPECTATOR. li\ 

When we had arriTed at last at the ford by which 
•We were to pass out, we met with those fasmonable 
mourners who had been ferried over along with us 
and who, being unwilling to go as far as we, had 
coasted by the shore to find the place, where they 
waited oar coming ; that by shewing themselves to 
the world only at the time when we did, they might 
seem also to have been among the troubles of the 
grotto. Here the waters that rolled on the other 
Side so deep and silent, were much dried up, and it 
was an easier matter for us to wade over. 

-The river being crossed, we were received upon 
the further bank by our friends and acquaintance, 
mhom comfort had brought out to congratulate our 
appearance in the world again. Some of these 
blamed us for staying so long away from them, 
others advised us against all temptations of going 
back again : every one was cautious not to renew 
our trouble, by asking any particulars of the jour- 
ney ; and all concluded that, in a case of so much 
melancholy and affliction, we could not have made 
choice of a fitter companion than Patience. Here 
Patience, appearing serene at her praises, delivered 
us over to Comfort Comfort smiled at his receiv- 
ing the change ; immediately the sky purpled on 
that side to which he turned, and double day at 
Ojfkce broke in upon me. 
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MeUutf p^ut^ proiitf obtit^ nil vident^.niH qwd liiM. 

Tbr. Heaut. Act It. 8o. 1. 

Better or wone, profitable or dindTantageous^ tbqr IM 
nothing but what they list. 

Wh EN^men read, thejr taste the matter with which 

they are pntPrtoinpH ^niynraing aa thfttr nwt^ ffp*^ 

.live studies and inclinations have prepared then, 
and make thcir'ircHectiOAinaiCcordlngry. Some, pe- 
rusinc^ Roman writers, would find m them, wfaatp 
ever tne subject of the discourses were, parts whidi 
implied the {^randeur of that people in theur warAriv, 
or their politics. At for my part, who am a men 
Spectator, I drew this morning conclusions of tfasb 
eminence in what I think great, to wit, iijjigsaft 
worthy, seatimeati, from the feadi ng a o o«ed y tf 
Terence. The play was the Self-tormentor, It ii 
from the beginning to the end a perfect pictoie of 
human life, but I did not observe in the whole^ <me 
passage that could raise a laugh. How well-dis- 
posed must that people be, who could be entertained 
with satisfaction by sober and polite mirth ! In the 
Brst scene of the come'3y, when oneof tEe old men 
accuses the other of impertinence for interposing m 
his affairs, he answers, * l^m _a man^ and _,caAinot 
help feeling any sorrow that can arrive at manT* 
It is said this sentence was received with ai| uxiiver- 
sal applause. There cannot be a greater argument 
of the general good understanding of a people, than 
a sudden consent to give their approbation of a 

* ffomo tufitf et nihil kumanum d me alienam puto, 
I am a man ; and all calamities 
That touch humanity, come home to me. 

COLMAH, 
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sentiment which has no emotion in it. If it were 
spoken with never so great skill in the actor, the 
maimer of uttering that sentence could have nothing 
in it whichcouid strike any butpeople of the greatest 
humanitjr, nay people elegant and skilful in obser- 
vationa upon it. It is possible he might have laid 
his hand on his breast, and, with a winning insinu- 
ation in his countenance, expressed to his neighbour 
that he was a man who made his case his own ; yet 
1 will engage a player in Covent-Garden might hit 
such an attitude a thousand times before he would 
have been regarded, 1 have heard that a minister 
of state in the reign of queen Elizabeth had all 
manner of books and ballads brought to him, of 
what kind soever, and took great notice how much 
they took with the people ; upon which he would, 
and certainly might, very well judge of their pre- 
Bcnt dispositions, and the most prop£r"way "of ap- 
plying tnem according to his own purposes. What 
~ passes on the stage, and the reception it meets with 
from the audience, is a very useful instruction of 
this kind. According to what you may observe there 
on our stage, you see them often moved so directly 
against all common sense and humanity, that you 
-would be apt to pronounce us a nation of savages. 
, It cannot be called a mistake of what is pleasant, 
. but the very contrary to it is what most assuredly 
< takes with them. The other night an old woman 
- carried off with a pain in her side, with all the dis- 
tortions and anguish of countenance whichis natural 
to one in that condition, was laughed and clapped 
oiFthe stage, Terence's comedy, which I am speak- 
ing of, is indeed written as if he'hopeff to please 
none but such as had as good a taste as himself. I 
could not but reflect upon the natural description of 
the innocent young woman, made by the servant to 
bis master. ' Whea I came to the house,' said he, 
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' an old woman opened the door, and I followad 

her in, because I could, by entering upon them m^ 
awares, better observe what was your mistress's or- 
dinary manner of spending her time, the only^wiT 
of judging any one's inclinations and genius. I 
found her at her needle in a sort of second moim- 
ing, which she wore for an aunt she had lately lost 
She had nothing on but what shewed she dressed 
only for herself. Her hair hung negligently aboat 
her shoulders. She had non§iiLlbe JJli. 
others used to setthernSeTves off^buthad 
gence of person which is remarkable in 
are careful of their minds. Then she had a maid 
who was at work near her that was a slattenii ba^ 
cause her mistress was careless ; which I take to ba 
another argument of your security in her; for the 
go-betweens of women of intrigue are rewarded too 
well to be dirty. When you were namedf and I 
told her you desired to see her, she threw down 
her work for joy, covered her face, and decently 
hid her tears.' He must be a very good actor, ana 
draw attention rather from his own character than 
the words of the author, that could gain it amonff 
us for this speech, though so full of nature and good 
sense. 

The intolerable folly and confidence of players 
putting in words of their own, does in a great mea^ 
sure feed the absurd taste of the audience. But how- 
ever that is, it is ordinary for a cluster of coxcombs 
to take up the house to themselves, and equally in* 
suit both tlie actors and the company. These sa» 
vages, who want all manner of regard and deference 
to the rest of mankind, come only to shew themselves 
to IIS, without any other purpose than to let us know 
they despise us. 

The gross of an audience is composed of two sorts 
of people, those who know no pleasure but c^dio 
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body, and thoae who improve or command corpo- 
real pteasures, by the addition of line Kentimcuts of 
the mind. At present the intelligent part or the 
company are wholly subdued by the insurrections 
of those who know no satisfactions but what they 
have in common with all other animals. 

This is the reason that when a scene tending to 
procreation is acted, you see the whole pit in such a 
chuckle, and old lechers, with mouths open, stare at 
the loose gesticuiations ou the stage with shamerul 
earnestness ; when the justest pictures of human life 
in its calm dignity, and the properest sentiments for 
the conduct of it, pass by like mere narration, as 
conducing only to somewhat much better which is 
to come after. I have seen the whole house at some 
times in so proper a disposition, that indeed 1 have 
trembled for the boxes, and feared the eutertain- 
sient would end in the representation of tlieiape of 
the Sabines. 

I would not be understood in this talk to argue 
thatnothingis tolerable on the stage but what has an 
immediate tendency to the promotion of virtue. Ou 
the contrary, I can allow, provided there is nothing 
against the intereats of virtue, and is not offensive to 
good manners, that things of an mdifferent nature 
fuay be represented. For this reason I have no ex- 
ception to the well-drawn rusticities in the Country 
Wake ; and there is something so miraculously plea- 
sant in Dogget's acting the awkward triumph and 
comic sorrowofHob, indifferent circumstances, that 
I shall not be able to stay away whenever it is acted. 
All thatvexesmeis, that the gallantry of taking the 
cudgels for Gloucestershire, with the pride of heart 
m tucking himself up, and taking aim at his adver- 
sary, as well as the other's protestation in the hu- 
manity of low romance, that he could not promise 
'the 'squire to break Hob's head.buthe would, if he 



126 SPECTATOR. N"502. 

could, do it in lovu ; then floiirisli and begin : I say 
vhat vexes me, is, that such excellent touches as 
Oiesej fts well as the »quire's being out of all pa- 
tence at Hob's success, and venturiDg himself into 
the crowd, areciicumstanccs hardly taken notice of, 
and the height of the jest is only in the very point 
that heads are broken. 1 am confident were there a 
scene written, wherein Penkethman should break his 
\eg by wrestling with Bullock, and Diciiy come in to 
8e( it, without oue woid said but what should be ac- 
cording to the exact rules of surgery in making this 
extension, and binding up the leg, the whole house 
should be in a roar of applause at the dissembled an- 
guish of the patient, the help given by IiimwLio threw 
him down, and the handy address and arch looks of 
the surgeon. To enumerate the entrance of ghosts, 
the embattling of armieB, the noise of heroes in love, 
with a thousand other enormities, would be to trans- 
gress the bounds of tbla paper, for which reason it is 
possibletheymayhave hereafter distinct discourses; 
not forgetting any of the audience who shall set up 
for actors, and interrupt the play on the stage ; and 
players who shall prefer the applause of fools, to tiiat 
ofme~rca^6nabIe part of the company. 



POSTSCRIPT TO SPECTATOR, No. iOS. 

N. B. There are in the play of the Self-Tor- 
_mentor of Terence, which is allowed a most ex- 
cellent comedy, several incidents which would draw 
tears from any man of sense, and not one which 
■would move his laughter.— Spec, in folio, N' 521. 

This speculation, N*602, is controverted in the 
Guard, N" 59, by a writer under the fictitious au 
■of John Lizard ; perhaps Dr. Edw. Young. 
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N- 503. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1712. 



--:-— jDeliO om%e$ dehme ex anlm» mulieres, 

Tss. Bun. Act ii. Sc. 3. 

From hencefqrward I blot out of my thoughts all memory of 
'womankind. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* You have often mentioned with great vehemence 
and indignatioti, the misbehaviour of people at 
church ; biit I am at present to talk to you on that 
subject, and complain to you of one, whom at the 
same -time 1 know not what to accuse of, except it 
be looking too well there, and diverting the eyes of 
the congregation to that one object. However I 
have this to say, that she might have staid at her 
own parish, and not come to perplex those who are 
otherwise intent upon their duty. 

'Last Sunday was seven-nightl went into a church 
not far from London-bridge; but I wish I had been 
contented to go to my own parish, I am sure it had 
, . been better for me ; I say I went to church thither, 
and got into a pew very near the pulpit. I had 
hardly been accommodated with a seat, before there 
entered into the aisle a young lady in the very bloom 
of youth and beauty, and dressed in the most elegant 
Dcfanner imaginable. Her form was such that it en- 
^ged the eyes of the whole congregation in an in- 
stant, and mine among the rest. Though we were 
all thus fixed upon hex, she was not in the least out 
of countenance, or under the least disorder, though 
unattended by any oiie, and not seeming to know 
particularly where to place herself. However, she 
had not in the least a confident aspect, but moved on 
with the most gracefi^l modesty, every one making 
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wa; until she came to a seatjustover against that in 
nbicb i was placed. The deputy of the ward sat id 
that pew, and she stood opposite to him, and at a 
elaace into the seat, though she did not appear the 
feast acquainted with the gentleman, was let in, with 
a confusion that spoke much admiration at the no- 
velty of the thing. The service immediately began, 
and she composed herself for it with an air of so 
much goodness and sweetness, that the confeesion 
which she uttered, so as to be heard where I sat, 
appeared an act of humiliation more than she had oc 
casion for. The truth is, her beauty had something 
to innocent, and yet so sublime, that we all gazed 
upon her Uke a phantom. None of the picturei 
which we behold of the best Italian painters have 
any thing like the spirit which appealed in her coub- 
tenance, at the different senlimenls expressed in the 
Beweral parts of divine service. That gratitude aod 
JDyatathanksgivtng,that lowliness and sorrowat the 
prayersforthesickanddistressed.that triumph at the 
passages which gave instances of the divine mercy, 
which appeared respectively in her aspect, will be in 
my memory to my last hour. I protest to you, air, 
she suspended the devotion of every one around her; 
and the ease she did every thing with, soon dispersed 
the churlish dislike and hesitation in approving what 
is Gxcellent, too frequent among us, to a geiie-< 
ral attention and entertainment in observing her 
behaviour. All tlie while tliat we were gaEiiig at 
her, she took notice of no object about her, but had 
an art of seeming awkwardly attentive, whatever 
else her eyes were accidentally thrown upon. One 
thing indeed was particular, she stood the whole 
service, and never kneeled or sat : 1 do not ques- 
tion but that was to shew herself with the greater 
advantage, and set forth to better grace her band* 
and m»9, lifted up with tli« m>ii udent det ' 
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and ber bosom, the fairest that ever was seen, bare 
to observation ; while she, you must think, knew 
nothing of the concern she gave others, any other 
than as an example of devotion, that threw herself 
out, without regard to dress or garment, all contri- 
tion, and loose of all worldlyjregards, in exstacy of 
devotion. Well, now the organ was to play a vo- 
luntary, and she was so skilful in music, and so 
touched with it, that she kept time not only with 
gome motion of her head, but also with a different 
air in her countenance, When the music was strong 
and bold, she looked exalted, but serious ; when 
lively and airy, she was smiling and gracious ; when 
the notes were more soft and languishing, she was 
kind and full of pity. When she had now made it 
visible to the whole congregation, by her motion and , 
ear, that she could dance, and she wanted now only 
to inform us that she could sing too; when the psalm 
was given out, her voice was distinguished above all 
the rest, or rather people did not exert their own, 
in order to hear her. Never was any heard so sweet 
and so strong. The organist observed it, and he 
thought fit to play to her only, and she swelled every 
note, when she found she had thrown us all out, and 
had the last-verse to herself in such a manner as the 
whole congregation was intent upon her, in the same 
manner as you see in the cathedrals they are on the 
person who sings alone the anthem. Well, it came 
at last to the sermon, and our young lady would not 
lose her part in that neither ; for she fixed her eye 
upon the preacher, and as he said any thing she ap- 
proved, with one of Charles Mather's fine tablets she 
set down the sentence, at once shewing her fine hand 
the gold pen, her readiness in writing, and her judg* 
ment in choosing what to write. To sum up what I 
intend by this long and particular account, 1 mean 
to appeal to you, whether it is reasonable that such a 
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creature as this shall come from a jaunty part of the 
town, and give herself such violent airs, to tha 
disturbance of an innocent and inofTensive congre- 
gation, with her sublimities. The fact, I assure yoo, 
was as I have related : but I had like to have fcirgot. 
another very considerable particular. As soon as 
church was done, she immediately stepped oat of 
her pew, and fell into the finest pitty-patty air, £»• 
sooth, wonderfully out of countenance, tossing her 
head up and down, as she swam along the body of 
the church. I, with several others of the inhabit- 
ants, followed her out, and saw her hold up her 
fan to a hackney-coach at a distance, which imme- 
diately came up to her, and she whipped into it 
with great nimbleness, pulled the door with a bow- 
ing mien, as if she had been used to a better glass. 
She saidaloud^ ** You know where to go,'' and drove 
off. By this time the best of the congregation was 
at the church-door, and I could hear some say, ** A 
very fine lady,'' others, ** I'll warrant you, she is no 
better than she should be :" and one very wise old 
lady said, she ought to have been taken up. Mr. 
Spectator, I think this matter lies wholly before you: 
for the offence does not come under any law, though 
it is apparent this creature cams among us only to 
give herself airs, and enjoy her fuUswin^ in beingad-. 
mired. I desire you will print this, that she may 
be confined to her own parish ; for I can assure yoi^ 
there is no attending any thing else in a place wheie 
she is a novelty. She hes been talked of among as 
ever since under the name of " the phantom :*' but I 
would advise her to come no more ; for there is so 
strong a party made by the women against her, that 
she must expect they will not be excelled a second 
time in so outrageous a manner, without doing her 
some insult. Young women, who assume after this 
rate, and affect exposing themselves to view if\ 
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eoagregatoni at the other end of the to wn, are not so 
milschierolM, because they are riralled by more of 
the same ambition, v^ho will not let the rest of the 
company be particular ; but in the name of the whole 
con^gation where I was, I desire you to keep 
these agreeable disturbances out of the city, where 
sobriety of manners is still presenred, and all glaring 
and ostentatious behaviour, even in things laudable, 
discountenanced. I wish you may never see the 
Jphantom, and am> 

S1R9 
*• Your most humble servant, 

T. RALPH WOVDER/ 
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tjtpus iute e$f et pulpamenium fu0tri», 

Tbb. Eun. Act iii. Sc. K 

' Yon are a hare youiself, and want dainties, forsooth. 

It is a great convenience to those who want wit to 
furnish out a conversation, that there is something or 
other in all companies where it is wanted, substituted 
in its stead, which, according to their taste, does the 
business as well. Of this nature is the agreeable 
pastime in country-halls of cross purposes, questions 
and commands, and the like. A little superior to 
these are those who can play at crambo, or esq) 
verses. Then above them are such as can make 
verses, that is, rhyme; and among those who have 
the Latin tongue, such as usedto^make whatthey call 
golden verses. Commend me also to those who have 
not brains enough for any of these exercises, and yet 
do not give up their pretensions to mirth. These (ian 
alsqp you on \kt back unawares, laugh loud, ask you 
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how YOU do with a twang on your shoulders, say yoa 
are dull to-day, and laugh a voluntary to put yon in 
humour ; not to mention the laborious way amooff 
the minor poet8> of making thinks come into sum 
and such a shape, as that of an egg, a hand, an 
axe, or any thing that nobody had ever thought on 
before, for that purpose, or which would have 
cost a great deal of pains to accomplish, if th^ 
did. But all these methods, though they are. me- 
chanical, and may be arrived at with the smalleit 
capacity, do not serve an honest gentleman who 
wants wit for his ordinary occasions ; therefore it 
is absolutely necessary that the poor in imaginatioii 
should have something which may be serviceable to 
them at all hours upon all common occurences. 
That which we call punning is therefore greatly af- 
fected by men of small intellects. These men need 
not be concerned with you for the whole sentence; 
but if they can say a quaint thing, or bring in a word 
which sounds like any one word you have spoken to 
them, they can turn the discourse, or distract yoa 
so that you cannot go on, and by consequence, if 
they cannot be as witty as you are, they can hinder 
your being any wittier than they are. Thus, if yoa 
talk of a candle, he * can deaf with you ; and if you 
ask him to help you to some bread, a punster should 
think himself very * ill-bred' if he did not; and if 
he is not as * well-bred' as yourself, he hopes £br 
* grains' of allowance. If you do not understand 
that last fancy, you must recollect, that bread tf 
made of grain ; and so they go on for ever, without 
possibility of being exhausted. 

There are another kind of people of small facul* 
ties, who supply want of wit with want of breed* 
ing; and because women are both by nature and. 
education more offended at any thing which is im* 
modest than we men are, these are ever harpug. 
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upon thin^ they ought not to alluds to, and deal 
mightily in double meanings. Every one's own 
observation will suggest instances enough of this 
kind without my mentioning any ; for your double 
meaners are dispersed up and down through all 
parts of town or city where there are any to 
offend, iu order to set off themselves. These men 
are mighty loud laughers, and held very pretty 
gentlemen with the sillier and uobred part of woman-' 
kind. But, above all already mentioned, or any who 
ever were, or ever can be in the world,the happiest 
and surest to be pleasant, are a sort of people 
whom we have not indeed lately heard much of, and 
those are your * biters,' 

A biter is one who tells you a thing you have no 
reason to disbelieve in itself, and perhaps has given 
you, before he bit you, lio reason to disbelieve it 
for his saying it; and, if you give him credit, laughs 
in your face, and triumphs thsCt he has deceived 
you. In a word, a biter is one who thinks you a 
fool, because you do not think him a knave. This 
description of him one may insist upon to be a just 
one ; for what else but a degree of knavery is it, to 
depend upon deceit for what you gain of another, be 
it in point of wit, or interest, or any thing else? 

This way of wit is called * biting,' by a meta- 
phor taken from beasts of prey, which devour harm- 
less and unarmed animals, and look upon them as 
their food wherever they meet them. The sharpers 
about town very ingeniously understood themselves 
to be to theundesigning part of mankind what foxes 
are to lambs, and therefore used the word biting, to 
express any exploit wherein they had over-reached 
any innocent and inadvertent man of his purse. 
These rascals of late years have been the gallants 
of the town, and carried it with a fashionable 
haughty air, to the discouragement of modesty, and 
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all honest arts. Shallow foM, w(io an govmed by 
the eye, and admire ererj thing that struts in TOgie, 
took op from the sharpers the phrase of biting, and 
used it upon all occasions, either to disown any 
nonsensical stuff they should talk themselves, or 
evade the force of what was reasonably said by 
others. Thus, when one of these cannmg creatnrei 
was entered into a debate with yon, whether it wai 
practicable in the present state of affairs to aobon- 

{)lish such a proposition, and you thought he had 
et fall what aestroyed his side of the questikm, si 
soon as you looked with an earnestness ready to hj 
hold of it, he immediately cried, * Bite,' and yoi 
were immediately to acknowledge all that parttrsi 
in jest. They carry this to sll the extravaganee 
imaginable ; and if one of these witlings knows aay 
particulars which may give authority to what ka 
says, he is still the more ingenious if he imposei 
upon your credulity. I remember a remarKsMe 
instance of this kind. There came up a shrewd 
young fellow to a plain young man, his countrymsn, 
and taking him aside with a grave concerned coan- 
tenance, goes on at this rate : ' I see you here, 
and have you heard nothing out of Yorkshire ?— 
You look so surprised you could not have heard of 
it^-and yet the particulars are such that it cannot 
be false : I am sorry I am got into it so far that I 
now must tell you ; but I know not but it may be for 
your service to know. On Tuesday last, just after 
dinner — you know his manner is to smoke — opening 
his box, your father fell down dead in an apoplexy.' 
The youth shewed the filial sorrow which he ought 
— Upon which the witty man cried, * Bite, there 
was nothing in all this.' 

To put an end to this silly, pernicious, irivoleis 
way at once, I will give the reader one late instases 
of a bite, which no biter for the future will ever be 




able to equal, tkni^ I kacl9f «U 
occasioo. It is a fapcntiticHi wiMk 
who beg the bod j of roaiti— irit 
go to the gad, and bargamfor tke 
criminal hinwelf. AgoodlMNMstl 
sessions, and was admitted to ike 
on the morning wherein tfaey £ed« The 
communicated his basinesa, and Ul isto 
with a little feUow» who lelbsed twelve : 
insisted upon fifteen for his body. Theielow who 
killed the oflficer of Newgate, verf forwaidhr, aad 
like a man who was willing to deal, told hoB,' Look 
yoii, Mr. Sorgeooy that little dnr idlaw, who has 
been half starred all his life, and is now half dead 
with fear, cannot answer jonr purpose. I hare erer 
liyed high and freely, my veins are foil, I hare not 
pined in imprisonment; you see my crest swds to 
your knife; and after Jack Catch has done, upon 
my honour you will find me as sound as ever a 
bullock in any of the markets. Come, for twenty 
shillings I am your man/ Says the surgeon, ^ Done, 
there is a guinea.' This witty rogue to<^ the 
money, and as soon as he had it in his fist, cries, 
^ Bite, I am to be hanged in chains.* T. 
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N« 505. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 171!^. 

Non habeo denique naud Martum augurem^ 
Nen vicanoi aruspices^ non de circo astrologoM, 
J9on Jsiacos conjectorts^ non interpretei iomnium: 
Non enim sunt t<, aut icientid^ aut arte dinini^ 
Std superstitiosi vatet^ impudentesque Aoriott, 
jiut inirteSf aut insani, aut quibus egestas imperatt 
Qui »ui questuB cauad ftctat tuicUant tententUu^ 
Qui sibi semitam non sapiunt, alteri tnonstrant viafn, 
Quibus divitiai pollicmtur^ ab its drachmani petunie 
J)6 divitiis dcducant drachmam^ reddant cetera, 

Ejiniui.. 

Augurs and soothsayers, astrolofi^ers, 

Diviners, and interpreters of dreams, 

I ne'er consult, and heartily despise : 

Vain their pretence to more than human skill : 

For gain, imaginary schemes they draw ; 

Wand'rers themselves, they guide another's steps ; 

And for poor sixpence promise countless wealth : 

Let them, if they expect to be believed. 

Deduct the sixpence, and bestow the rest. ' 

Those who have maintained that men would be 
more miserable than beasts, were their hopes con- 
fined to this life only, among other considerations^ 
take notice, that the latter are only afflicted with th» 
anguish of the present evil, whereas the former av6 
very often pained by'the reflection on what is passedy 
and the fear of what is to come. This fear of any 
future difHculties or misfortunes is so natural to the 
mind, that were a man's sorrows and disquietudes 
summed up at the end of his life, it would generally 
be found that he had suffered more from the appro- 
hension of such evils as never happened to him, than 
from those evils which had really befallen him. To 
this we may add, that among those evils which befel 
us, there are many which have been more painful to 
us in the prospect^ than by their actual pressure. 
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This natural impatience to look into futurity, and 
, to know what accidents may happen to us hereafter, 
has given birth to many ridiculous arts and inven- 
tions. Some found their prescieTice on the lines of 
's band, others on the features of his face : 
an the signatures which nature hag impressed 
pa his body, and others on his own hand-writing : 
BOme read men's fortunes in the stars, as others have 
searched alter them in the entrails of beasts, or the 
flights of birds. Men of the best sense have been 
touched more or less with these groundless horrors 
and presages of futurity, upon surveying the most 
indifferent works of nature. Can any thing be more 
surprising than to consider Cicero,* who made the 
greatest figure at the bar and in the senate of the 
Roman commonwealth, and at the same time out- 
shined all the philosophers of antiquity in his library 
aod in his retirements, as busying himself in the 
college of augurs, and observing with a religious 
attention after what manner the chickens pecked the 
leveral grains of corn which were thrown to theml 
Notwithstanding these follies are pretty well worn 
out of the minds of the wise and learned in the pre. 
sent a^e, multitudes of weak and ignorant persons 
axe still slaves to them. There are numberless 
arts of prediction among the vulgar, which are too 
trifling to enumerate ; and infinite observations of 
days, numbers, voices, and figures, which are re- 
garded by them as portents and prodigies. In short, 
every thing prophesies to the superstitious man ; 
there is scarce a straw, or a rusty piece of iron, that 
his way by accident. 

i not to be conceived how many wizards, 
I gipsies, and cunning men, are dispersed through all 

• This censure of Cicero Beems to be unfoundaii i fur it is 
laid of bid), that he wooileced how ona aiig;ur coold meet 
I (Doiber witlwut laughing tn bii (ace. 
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the counties and market-towns of Great Britain, not 
to mention the fortune-tellers and astrologers, who 
live very comfortably upon the curiosity of several 
well-disposed persons in the cities of London and 
Westminster. 

Among the many pretended arts of divinatioff,- 
there is none which so universally amuses as that 
by dreams* I have indeed observed in a late^ specu- 
lation, that there have been sometimes, upon veiy 
extraordinary occasions, supernatural revelations 
made to certain persons by this means ; but as it is 
the chief business of this paper to root out popular 
errors, I must endeavour to expose the folly and 
superstition of those persons, who, in the common 
and ordinary course of life, lay any stress upon 
things of so uncertain, shadowy, and chimerical a 
nature. This I cannot do more effectually than by 
the following letter, which is dated from a quarter 
of the town that has always been the habitation of 
some prophetic Philomath ; it having been usualj 
time out of mind, for all such persons as have lost 
their wits, to resort to that place either for their 
cure or for their instruction. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, ' Moorflelds, Oct. 4, ITll ' 

' Having long considered whether there 
be any trade wanting in this great city, after havine 
surveyed very attentively all kinds of ranks and 
professions, I do not find in any quarter of the town 
an oneiro-critic, or, in plain English, an interpreter 
of dreams* For want of so useful a person, there are 
several good people who are very much puzzled in 
this particular, and dream a whole year together, 
without being ever the wiser for it. I hope I ua 
pretty well qualified for this office, having studied 
by candle-light all the rules of art which have been 
laid down upon this subject. My great uncle by my 
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wife*» side was a Scotch highlander^ and second- 
sighted. I have four fingers and two thumbs upon 
one hand, and was born on the longest night of the 
year. My Christian and sur-name begin and end 
with the same letters. I am lodged in Moorfields, 
in a house that for these fifty years has been always 
tenanted by a conjuror. 

' If you had been in company, so much as myself, 
with ordinary, women of the town, you must know 
that there are many of them who every day in their 
lively upon seeing or hearing of any thing that is 
unexpected, cry, " My dream is out ;" and cannot 
go to sleep in quiet the next night, until something 
or other happened which has expounded the visions 
of the preceding one. There are others who are in 
very great pain for not being able to "recover the 
eircu instances of a dream, that made strong im- 
pressions upon them while it lasted. In short, sir, 
there are many whose waking thoughts are wholly 
employed on their sleeping ones. For the benefit, 
therefore, of this curious and inquisitive part of my 
fellow -subjects, I shall in the first place tell those 
persons what they dreamt of, who fancy they never 
dream at all. In the next place I shall make out any 
dream, upon hearing a single circumstance of it; and 
in the last place, I shall expound to them the good or 
bad fortune which such dreams portend. !* If they do 
not presage good luck, I shall desire nothing for my 
pains ; not questioning at the same time, that those 
who consult me will be so reasonable as to afford 
me a moderate share out of any considerable estate, 
profit, or emolument, which 1 shall thus discover to 
them. I interpret to the poor for nothing, on condition 
that their names may be inserted in public advertise- 
ments, to attest the truth of such my interpretations. 
As for people of quality ,or others who are indisposed, 
and do not care to come in person, I can interpret 
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their dreams by seeing their water. I set aside one 
day in the week for lovers ; and interpret by th* 
great for any gentlewoman who is turned of sixty, 
after the rate of half a crown per week, with the usual 
allowances for good luck. I have several rooms and 
apartments fitted up at reasonable rates, for such 
as have not conveniences for dreaming at their own 

houses. * TITUS THROPHOIVS. 

« N* B. I am not dumb.' 

O. 
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Candida perpeUf reiide, Concordia^ Ucto^ 
Tamque pari semper tit Fenus aqua jugo, 

Diligat iUa tenem quondam ; ted et ilia marUo^ 
Tunc quoque eumfuerit, non videatur anut. 

Mart. 4 Epig. zitl. T. 

Perpetual harmony their bed attend, 
And Venus still the well-match'd pair befriend ! 
May she, when time has sunk him into years. 
Love her old man, and cherish his white hairs ; 
Nor he perceive her charms thro' a^e decay. 
But think each happy sun bis bridal day ! 

The following essay is written by the gentleman 
to whom the world is obliged for those several 
excellent discourses which have been marked with 
the letter X« 

I HAVE somewhere met with a fable that made 
Wealth the father of Love. It is certain a mind 
ought at least to be free from the apprehensions of 
want and poverty, before it can fully attend to all the 
softnesses and endearments of this passion; notwith* 
standing we see multitudes of married people, who 
are utter strangers to this delightful passion, amidst 
all the affluence of the most plentiful fortunes. 
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It is not sufficient, to make a marriage happy, that 
the humours of two people should be alike. I couid 
instance a hundred pair, who have not the least 
sentiment of love remaining for one another, yet 
are so like in their humours, that if they were not 
already married, the whole world would design 
them for man and wife. 

The spirit of love has something so extremely fine 
in it, that it is very often disturbed and lost, by 
some little accidents,which the careless and unpolite 
never attend to, until it is gone past recovery. 

Nothing has more contributed to banish it from 
a married state, than too great a familiarity, and 
laying aside the common rules of decency. Though 
I could give instances of this in several particulars, 
I shall only mention that of dress. The beaux and 
belles about town, who dress purely to catch one 
another, think there is no iiirther occasion for the 
bait, when their first design has succeeded. But 
besides the too common fault in point of neatness, 
there are several others which I do not remember to 
have seen touched upon, but in one of our modem 
comedies,* where a French woman offering to un- 
dress and dress herself before the lover of the play, 
and assuring his mistress that it was very usual in 
France, the lady tells her that is a secret in dress^ 
she never knew before, and that she was so unpo- 
lished an English woman, as to resolve never to 
learn even to dress before her husband. 

There is something so gross in the carriage of 
some wives, that they lose their husbands' hearts- 
for faults, which if a man has either good-nature or 
good-breeding, he knows not how to tell them of*. 
I am afraid, indeed, the ladies are generally most 
&ulty in this particular ; who, at their first giving 

i 

* The Funeral, or Grief A la mode, by Steele. 
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into love, find the way so smooth and pleasanty that 
they fancy it is scarce possible to be tired in it. 

There is so much nicety and discretion reqniied 
to keep love alive after marriage* and make conver- 
sation still new and agreeable afler twenty or thirlf 
years, that I know nothing which seems readily to 
promise it, but an earnest endeavour to please m 
both sides, and superior good sense on the part of 
the man. 

By a man of sense I mean one acquainted widl 
business and letters* 

A woman very much settles her esteem for a mu^ 
according to the figure he makes in the worlds and 
the character he bears among his own aex. Ai 
learning is the chief advantage we have over thcfli, 
it is, methinks, as scandalous and inexcusable Ibr 
a man of fortune to be illiterate, as for a woman not 
to know how to behave herself on the most ordiMiy 
occasions. It is this which sets the two sexes at tbe 
greatest distance: a woman is vexed and surprised^ 
to find nothing more in the conversation of a man^ 
than in the common tattle of her own sex. 

Some small engagement at least in business not 
only sets a man's talents in the fairest light, and 
allots him a part to act in which a wife cannot wel 
intermeddle, but gives frequent occasions for tboie 
little absences, which, whatever seeming uneasiness 
they may give, are some of the best preservatifes 
of love and desire. 

The fair sex are so conscious to themselves, tkit 
they have nothing in them which can deserve 
entirely to engross the whole man, that they 
heartily despise one, who, to use their own expres- 
sions, IS always hanging at their apron-strings. 

Lffititia is pretty, modest, tender, and has sense 
enough ; she married Erastus, who is in a post ef 
some business, and has a general taste in most pacts 
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0f polite karaing. Leatitia* wherever she viKita^ ha9 
tbe pleasure to hear of something which was hand? 
Aomely ssud or done by Erastus. Erastus, since his 
marriage» is more gay in his dress than ever, and 
in all: companies is as complaisant to Lcetitia as to 
any other lady. I have seen him give her her fan 
whoi it has dropped^ with all the gallantry of a 
tover. When they take the air together, Erastus is 
continually improving her thoughts, and with a turn 
of wit and spirit which is peculiar to him, giving her 
an insight into things she had no notions of before* 
Lestitia is transported at having a new world thus 
opened to her, and hangs upon the man that gives 
her such agreeable informations. Erastus has carried 
thia point still further, as he makes her dailv not 
oiiIt more fond of him, but infinitely more satisfied 
with herself. Erastus finds a justness or beauty in 
whatever she says or observes, that Lsctitia herself 
was not aware of; and by his assistance she has 
discovered an hundred good qualities and accom* 
plishments in herself, which she never before once 
dreamed of. Erastus, with the most artful complai* 
sance in the world, by several remote hints, finds the 
means to make her say or propose almost whatever 
he has a mind to, which he always receives as her own 
discovery, and gives her all the reputation of it. 

Erastus has a perfect taste in painting, and carried 
Letitia with him the other day to see a collection 
of pictures. I sometimes visit this happy couple* 
Am we were last week walking in the long gallery 
before dinner, ' I have lately laid out some money in 
paintings,' says Erastus; ' I bought that Venus and 
Adonis purely upon Leetitia's judgment; it cost me 
threescore guineas, and I was this morning offered 
an hundred for it/ I turned towards Lsetitia, and saw 
her cheeks glow with pleasure, while at the same 
time she cast a look upon Erastus, the most tender 
and affectionate I ever beheld. 
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Flavilla married Tom Tawdry ; she was tskmt 
with his laced coat and rich sword knot ; she hn 
the mortification to see Tom despised by all tiM 
worthy part of his own sex. I'om has nothing la do 
after dinner, but to determine whether he will .pare 
his nails at St. James's, Whitens, or his own bouse; 
He has said nothing to Flavilla since they were 
married which she might not have heard as well from 
her own woman. He however takes great care to 
keep up the saucy ill-natured authority of a husbandt 
Whatever Flavilla happens to assert, Tom imme- 
diately contradicts, with an oath by way of pre£EK)e; 
and, *^ My dear, I must tell you you talk mosi 
confoundedly silly.' Flavilla had a heart naturally 
as well disposed for all the tenderness of love, as 
that of Leetitia : but as love seldom continues long 
after esteem, it is difficult to determine, at present^ 
whether the unhappy Flavilla hates or despises the 
person most, whom she is obliged to lead her whole 
life with. X. 
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Deftnditnumerus,junct<equeumhonephalangea. 

Juv. Sat. li.46. ' "* 

Preserved from shame by numbers on our side. ^ ' 

I ■ f 

• * ^ # I 1 •• 

There is something very sublime, though vieryi 
fanciful, in Plato's description of the Supnens 
Befng ; that * truth is his body, and light his shadowy 
According to this definition, there is nothing so 
contradictory to his nature as error and falsehood. 
ThePlatonists have sojust a notion of the Almighty's 
aversion to every thing which is false and erroBeous^ 
that they looked upon truth as no less necessary than 
virtue, to qualify a human soul for tlie enjoyment of 
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'^ Itepartcte i^tate. Fdr this reason^ as they recom* 
inenaed moral duties to qualify and season the w31 
for a future lifb, so they prescribed several contem- 
Illations and sciences, to rectify the understanding. 
Thus Plato has called mathematical demonstrations 
tiie cathartics or purgatives of the soul^ as being the 
most proper means to cleanse it from error, and to 
^¥6 it a relish of truth ; which is the natural food 
4nd nourishment of the understanding, as virtue is 
the perfection and happiness of the will. 

There are many authors who have shewn wherein 
the malignity of a lie consists, and set forth in proper 
colours the heinousness of the offence. I shall here 
consider cfne particular kind of this crime^ which has 
tiot been so much spoken to ; I mean that abomi- 
nable practice of party-lying. This vice is so very 
predominant among us at present, that a man is 
thought of no principles, who does not propagate 
a certain system of lies. The coffee-houses are 
supported by them, the -press is choked with them, 
^toinent authors live upon them. Our bottle con- 
versation is so infected with them, that a party-lie 
is grown as fiashionable an entertainment as a lively 
catch, or a merry story. The truth of it is, half the 
great talkers in the nation would be struck dumb 
were this fountain of discourse dried up. There is 
however one advantage resulting from this detest* 
able practice : the very appearances of truth are so 
Utde regarded, that lies are at present discharged in 
the air, and begin to hurt nobody. When we hear a 
party-story from a stranger, we consider whether he 
Is a whig or a tory that relates it, and immediately 
ponclude they are words of course, in which th© 
honest gentleman designs to recommend his zeal, 
without any concern for his veracity. A man is 
. looked upon as bereft of common sense, that gives 
Credit to the relations of party writers; nay> his dwn 
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friends shake their heads at him, and consider him , 
in no other light than as an officious tool, or a weil- 
meaning idiot. When it was formerly the fashion to 
husband a lie, and trump it up in some extraordinary 
emergency, it- generally did execution, and was not 
a little serviceable to the faction that made use of 
it ; but at present every man is upon his guard; the 
artifice has been too often repeated to take effect 
I have frequently wondered to see men of probity, 
who would scorn to utter a falsehood for their own 
particular advantage, give so readily into a lie, when 
it is become the voice of their faction, notwitb>- 
standing they are thoroughly sensible of it as such. 
How is it possible for those who are men of honour 
in their persons, thus to become notorious liars in 
their party? If we look into the bottom of thii 
matter, we may find, I think, three reasons for itj 
and at the same time discover the insufficiency ol 
these reasons, to justify so criminal a practice. 

In the first place, men are apt to tnink that the 
guilt of a lie, and consequently the punishment, 
may be very much diminished, if not wholly worn 
out, by the multitudes of those who partake in it 
Though the weight of a falsehood would be too 
heavy for one to bear, it grows light in their ima"- 
ginations when it is shared among many. But in 
this case a man very much deceives himself; guilt, 
when it spreads through numbers, is not so properly 
divided as multiplied. Every one is criminal in 
proportion to the offence which he commits, not to 
the number of those who are his companions in it 
Both the crime and the penalty lie as heavy upon 
every individual of an offending multitude, as they 
would upon any single person, had none shared 
with him in the offence. In a word, the division of 
guilt is like that of matter ; though it may be sepa- 
rated into infinite portions*., every portion shall have 
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th^ whole essence of matter in it, and consist of as 
many parts as the whole did before it was divided. 
. But in the second place, though multitudes, who 
join, in a lie, cannot exempt themselves from the 
guilt, they may from the shame of it. The scandal 
of a lie is in a manner lost and annihilated, when 
diffused among several thousands; as a drop of the 
blackest tincture wears away and vanishes, when 
niiixed and confused in a considerable body of water ; 
tlie blot is still in it, but is not able to discover itself. 
This is certainly a very great motive to several 
party-offenders, who avoid crimes, not as they are 
prejudicial to their virtue, but to their reputation, 
U is enough to shew the weakness of this reason, 
which palliates guilt without removing it, that every 
man who is influenced by it, declares himself in 
dOTectan infamous hypocrite, prefers the appearance 
of virtue to its reality, and is aetermined in his con- 
daet neither by the dictates of his own conscience, 
the suggestions of true honour, nor the principles 
of religion. 

The thhrd and last great motive for men's joining 
in a popular falsehood, or, as I have hitherto called 
it, a party lie^ notwithstanding they are convinced of 
H as such, is the doing good to a cause which every 
pcUrty may be supposed to look upon as the most 
meritorious. The unsoundness of this principle has 
been so often exposed, and is so universally acknow- 
ledged, that a man must be an utter stranger to the 
principles either of natural religion or Christianity, 
who suffers himself to be guided by it. If a man 
might promote the supposed good of his country by 
the blackest calumnies and falsehoods, our nation 
abounds more in patriots than any other of the 
Christian world. When Pompey was desired not 
to set sail in a tempest that would hazard his life, 
* It is necessary for me,' says he, * to sail, but it is 

o2 
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not necessary for me to live.' Every man should 
say to himself, with the same spirit, ' It is my diiity 
to speak truth, though it is not my duty to be in an 
office/ One of the fathers has carried this point SQ 
high as to declare he would not tell a lie, though. ho 
were sure to gain heaven by it. However extrfr 
vagant such a protestation may appear, every opf^ 
will own that a man may say, very reasonably^ hf( 
would not tell a lie, if he were sure to gain hell ky' 
it ; or, if you have a mind to soften the expcei|iioiK 
that he would not tell a lie to gain any temppiii* 
reward by it, when he should run the hazard oClowiog' 
much more than it was possible for him to g^» ^ 

O. ' 



N'508, MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 171&. 

Omnpt autem ef hahentur et dicuntur tj^rannit qfd P9f^f^ff 
iunt perpetudf in e& civitate qute libertaU U9a af^ 

Corn. Nepos in Milt* Ct 8. 

For all those are accounted and denominated tyraofs, ^Jbo 
exercise a perpetual power in that state, which wai. 
before free. 

The following letters complain of what I hav^ 
frequently observed with very much indignatioQ, 
therefore shall give them to. the public in the wordi 
with which my correspondents, who suffer und^i. 
the hardships mentioned in them, describe them* * 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

' In former ages all pretensipns l^odomi-' 
nion have been supported and submitted to, elthf^. 
upon account of inheritance, conquest, or elQCtipp^. 
and all such persons, who have taken upon thes^ 
any sovereignty over their fellow-creatures upon fimj. 
other account, have been always cs^lled tyran^s^ i^t( 
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80'inuch because they were guilty of any particular 
bjKrbarities, as because every attempt to such a 
superiority was in its nature tyrannical. But there 
is another sort of potentates, who may with greater 
propriely be called tyrants than those last mentioned, 
both as they assume a despotic dominion over those 
ast free as themselves, and as they support it by acts 
of notable oppression and injustice; and these are 
the rulers in all clubs and meetings. In other 
gorernments, the punishments of some have been 
sdleviated by the rewards of others : but what makes 
the reign of these potentates so particularly grievous, 
is, that they are exquisite in punishing their subjects 
at the same time they have it not in their power to 
reward them. That the reader may the better 
comprehend the nature of these monarchs, as well 
as the miserable state of those that are their vassals, 
I shall give an account of the king of the company 
I am fallen into, whom for his particular tyranny I 
shall call Dionysius; as also of the seeds that sprung 
up to this odd sort of empire. 

* Upon all meetings at taverns, it is necessary 
some one of the company should take it upon him to 
g^t all things in such order and readiness, as may 
eon tribute as much as possible to the felicity of the 
convention ; such as hastening the fire, getting a 
sufficient number of candles, tasting the wine with a 
jvdictous smack, fixing the supper, and being brisk 
for.tiie dispatch of it. Know then, that Dionysius 
went through these offices with an air that seemed 
to express a satisfaction rather in serving the public 
tiian m gratifying any particular inclination of his 
own. We thought him a person of an exquisite 
palate, and therefore by consent, beseeched him to 
be always our proveditor ; which post, after he had 
haodsomely denied, he could do no otherwise than 
aooept. At first he made no other use of his power 

o 3 
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than in recommending such and such things to th^ 
company, ever allowing these points to be disputable; 
insomuch that I have often carried the debate fat 
partridge, when his majesty has given intimation of 
the high relish of duck, but at the same time ha^ 
cheerfully submitted, and devoured his partridge 
with most gracious resignation. This submission on 
his side naturally produced the like on ours; of whidk 
he, in alittle iime, made suchbarbarous advaQte|ge,a« 
in all those matters, which before seemed indifi^QOft 
to him, to issue out certain edicts as uncontroUbW 
and unalterable as the laws of the Medes and Pej^ 
sians. He is by turns, outrageous, peevish, forwa|t]» 
and jovial. He thinks it our duty for the little ofi^Gl» 
as proveditor, that in return all convcrsatioi^ 19. U^ 
be interrupted or promoted by his inclination for, Qir 
' against, the present humour of the company. Wje 
feel, at present, in the utmost extremity, the inso. 
lencic of office ; however, I, being naturally warm* 
ventured to oppose him in a dispute about a hai^ncii 
of venison. I was altogether for roasting, h\\t 
Dionysius declared himself for boiling,with so much 
prowess and resolution, that the cook thought it 
necessary to consult his own safety, rather than the 
luxury of my proposition. With the same authority 
that he orders what we shall cat and drink, he a^a 
commands us wl^ere to do it: and we change our 
taverns according as he suspects any treasonably 
practices in the settling the bill by the master, oc 
sees any bold rebellion, m point of attendance by the 
waiters. Another reason for changing the S8at of 
empire, I conceive to be the pride, he takes in the 
promulgation of our slavery, though we pay our 
club for our entertainments, even in these paiaces.C^ 
our grand monarch. When he has. a mind to take 
the air, a party of us are commanded out by way of 
^ife-guar(J| and we march under as great restrictiiBM 



1^^ they, dfi, 1$ uve meet 9 neighbouring king, we 
l^ye or' ke»ep the way, apeording as we are ou^ 
luuabered or not ; and if the train of each ia equal 
in uum|)er, rather than give batjble, the superiority 
if «0OB adjusted by a de^ertipi^ from one of them. 

^ Now the expulsion of these unjust rulers out of 
atf Bopieties, would gain a tnan as eyerlasting a 
reputi^tioii as either of the Brutus's got from their 
eiideavottrs to extirpate tyranny from among the 
BoQ^ans. I confess myself to be in a conspiracy 
i^inst the usurper of our club : and to shew my 
reading, ^ well ^ my merciful disposition, shall 
aJlowhki^ until the ides of March to dethrotie himn 
self* If he seems to affect eiupire until that time, 
aQ4 does not gradually recede from the incursionB 
he has made upon our liberties, he shall find a 
diiiner dressed ^thich he hs» no hand in, and shall 
be treatfd with an order, magniiicence, and luxuryi^ 
10 [^U break hi& proud heart.; at the same time 
that he shall be conyiuQed in his stomach, he waa 
i^ikfit for his post, and a more mild and skilful 
fifince receive the acclams^tions. of the. people^ aod 
1)6 set up in his room ; but, as Milton says» 



Tfaese tboaghts 



And wha ca^ iViik sulyni^iop f Wax tboDi vaj^ 
Op#]iji or mi^erstpod, must be nesolT'd/' 

* I am. Sir, 
*■ Your most: obedient humUe sereant' 

^im» apscTAToa, 

M AM a young woman at a geutkman'a 
smtc h^ the country,, who is a particular friend of my 
ftAhw's, and cam^ hither to pass a^way a month or 
%mo with his daughters. I have been entevtained 
WiMi the utmost civiUty by the whole fruuily, and 
M^ug- hss.boea omitted, which can make my stay 
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easy and agreeable, on the part of the family ; but . 
there is a gentleman here, a visitant as 1 am, whose 
behaviour nas given me great uneasinesses. When , 
I first arrived here, he used me with the utmost com- 
plaisance ; but, forsooth, that was not with regard to 
my sex ; and, since he has no designs upon me, he . 
does not know why he should distinguish me from a 
man, in things indifferent. He is, you must know, 
one of those familiar coxcombs, who have observed 
some well-bred men with a good grace, converse 
with women, and say no fine things, but yet treat 
them with that sort of respect which Hows from the 
heart and the understandmg, but is exerted in no 
professions or compliments. This puppy, to imitate 
this excellence, or avoid the contrary fault of being 
troublesome in complaisance, takes upon him to try 
his talent upon me, insomuch that he contradicts 
roe upon all occasions, and one day told me I lied. 
If I had stuck him with my bodkin, and behaved 
myself like a man, since he will not treat me as a 
woman, I had, I think, served him right. I wish, 
sir, you would please to give him some maxims of 
behaviour in these points, and resolve me if all maids • 
are not, in point of conversatioui to be treated by all 
bachelors as their mistresses? If not so, are they not • 
to be used as gently as their sisters? Is it sufierabla i 
that the fop of whom I complain should say that he 
would rather have such-a-one without a groat, than , 
me with the Indies ? What right has any man to • 
make suppositions of things not in his power, and v 
then declare his will to the dislike of one that has 
never offended him ? I assure you, these aire things '. 
worthy your consideration, and I hope we shall have 
your thoughts upon them. I am, though a woman : 
justly offended, ready to forgive all this, because; 
1 have no remedy but leaving very agreeable com- 
pany sooner than I desire. This also is a heinous- 
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aggravation <>f his oSsoee, that he is inflicting 
banisl^n^ upon me« ISour printing this letter may 
perhaps be an admonition to reform him ; as soon as 
It appears I will write my name at the end of it, and 
lay it IB his way : the making which just repriraand, 
I nope you will pal in thepow^ o^ 

* sia, 
* Your constant reader, 
1*, * and humble servant.' 



N*5/)9, TVESPAY, QCTORER 14, 17^8, 



' Tsa. Heautf A<^ iii. 8c. 3. 

X9.% HAcrful knowledga in tha Mlomng letter shdl 
lu^KQ a, place m my papei^ though there is nothing in 
it whi<4&. immediately regards ^e polite or the leame^ 
WQd4 ; I sfty immediately, for upon reflection every 
v^^) will find there is a remote influence upon his 
omi ai^MTS, in the prosp^ty or decay of the tradii^ 
p%st of mankind. My present correspondent, I 
h^li^ve, was never m print before ; but what he says, 
"well deserves a general attention, though delivered 
19 his own homely maxims, and a kind of proverbial 
^mi^ity ; which sort of learning has raised more 
estji^tes, than ever were, or will be, from attention 
t9 Virgil, H<Mrace, TuUy, Seneoa, Plutarch, or any 
ojt ikfi T^U whom, I d»re say, this worthy oitisen 
WiQI^ld^old to be ii^deed ingenious, but unprofitable 
i|fiit«ini» Butt ta the lnttw« 
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M*. WILLIAM SPECTATOR. 
' 8IB, ' Broad !ii¥<>l, Oct. 10, ITIQ; 

' I ACCUSE you of many discoarses a 
subject of money, which you have heretofore p 
miaed the public, but have not discharged yourself 
thereof. But, forasmuch as you seemed to depend 
upon advice from others what to do in that point, 
have sat down to write you the needful upon that 
subject. But, before I eater thereupon, I shall take 
this opportunity to observe to you, tnat the thriving, 
frugal man, shews it in every part of his expense, 
dreSB, servants, and house ; and 1 must, in the first 
place, complain to you, as Spectator, that in these 
particulars there is at this time, throughout the city 
of Loudon, a lamentable change from that simplicity 
of manners, which is the true source of wealth and 
prosp«rrity. I just now said, the man of thrift shews 
regularity in every thing; but you may, perhaps, 
laugb that 1 take notice of such a particular as 1 am 
going to do, for an instance that this city is declining 
if their ancient economy is not restorea. The thing 
which gives me this prospect, and so much offence, is 
the neglect ofthe Royal Exchange. Imeantheedi- 
ticG so called, and the walks appertaining thereunto. 
The Royal Exchange is a fabric that well deserves to 
be BO called, as well to express that our monarch's 
highest glory and advantage consists in being the 
patronof trade, as that it is commodious forbusinesB, 
and an instance of the grandeur both of prince and 
people. But alas! at present it hardly seems to be 
set apart for any such use or purpose. Instead of 
the assembly of honourable mcrchantB, substantial' 
tradesmen, and knowing masters of ships ; the 
mumpers, the halt, the bhnd, and the lame; yois 
venders of trash, apples, plums; your reigamuffiiis, 
r^e-shames, and wenches, have justled the greater 
nber of the former out of that place. Thus it ' 




I 
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especially on the evening change : so that what with 

.the din of squallings, oaths, and cries of beggars, 

men of the greatest consequence in our city absent 

themselves from the place. This particular, by the 

way, is of evil consequence, for, if the 'Change be 

no place for men of the highest credit to frequent, 

it will not be a disgrace for those of less abilities to 

. absent. I remember the time when rascally company 

were kept out, and the unlucky boys with toys and 

balls were whipped away by a beadle. I have seen 

, this done indeed of late, but then it has been onl^ to 

chase the lads from chuck, that the beadle might 

seize their copper, 

^ I must repeat the abomination, that the walnut 
trade is carried on by old women within the walks, 
which makes the place impassable by reason of shells 
and trash. The benches around are so filthy, that no 
one can sit down, yet the beadles and officers have 
the impudence at Christmas to ask for their box, 
though they deserve the strapado. I do not think 
it impertinent to have mentioned this, because it 
speaks a neglect in the domestic care of the city, 
and the domestic is the truest picture of a man 
every where else. 

* But I designed to speak on the business of money 
and advancement of gain. The man proper for this, 
faking in the general, is of a sedate, plain, good 
understanding, not apt to go out^ of his way, but so 
behaving himself at home, that business may come 
to him. SirWilliam Turner, that valuable citizen, has 
left behind him a most excellent rule, and couched it 
in very few words, suited to the meanest capacity. 
He would say, << Keep your shop, and your shop 
will keep you."* It must be confessed, that if a man 
of a great genius could add steadiness to his viva- 
cities, or substitute slower men of fidelity to transact 

. • Alderman Thomas, a mercer, made this one of the 
raottos ID his shop in Paternoster-row. 
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die aetkifieal part of hb aibirt» s«di ft Mft %MMd 
#«tstiipifaemtoftdie wotM: botlMniietsttBAlrttde 
are ttoi to be nanagcd bj the same headB whidi wrte 
poetrjr, and make plans for the ooodiiet of life iii 
general. So, dioagli we are at this day belmUeii 
to tlM late wittj and inrentiTe duke of Backitogliaii 
for the wliole trade and aMnafocdne of glaaa, jel I 
aopp oae diere is no one will aver, tliAt» wtim Ms 
craoe jet liviii^ tkej woald not rather deal widi lAy 
diligtet friend and neigfaboer, Mr.GnBiiley» §at muff 
fgo^ to be nepaied and delivered on tneknii^y 
than he wooldarith that illostrioos mechanc dNNfe 
mentioned. 

' No, no, Mr. Spectator, yon wits most not pro- 
tend to bench; and it is possible the reason mat M, 
in some measure, because Toa despise, or at mst 
yon do not raloe it oiougn to let it take np year 
chief attention; which the trader must do, or lose tAs 
credit, which is to him what honour, rep«latiiM| 
fame, or glory, is to other sort of men. 

* I shall not speak to the point of cash itstilf^nntill 
see how you approte of these my maxims in genelitf : 
but I think a speculation upon ' many a little ia^Hbes 
a mickle ; a penny saved is a penny got ; penny wls^ 
and pohnd foolish ; it is need that makes the old 
wife trot,' would be very useful to the world 3 kiid, 
if you treated them with knowledge, woidd be 
useful to yourself, for it Would make demands for 
your paper among those who have no notion of it 
at present. But of these matters more herea^. 
If you did this, as you excel many writets of the 
present ago for politenessi so you would outgo thfe 
author of the true strops of razors for use. 

* I slmU conclude this discourse with an expla- 
nation of a proverb, which by vulgair errdr is taketi 
nntl used wnen a man is reduced to an extremity, 
wluTcas the propriety of the maxim is to use it when 
yovi would Bay there is plenty^ but you must make 



•ioch a choice as not to hurt another \vho is to come 
-Uter you. 

'*■ ♦ Mr. Tobias Hobson^ from whom Wfe havie the 

expression, was a very honourable man, for I shall 

ever call the man so who gets an estate honestly. 

Mr. Tobias Hobson was a carrier ; and, being a 

man of great abilities and invention, and one Uiat 

^'Wkw where there might good profit arise, though the 

-idnUer men overlooked it, this ingenious man was 

jike first in this island who let out hackney horses. 

/H« lived in Cambridge; and, observing that the 

'-scholars rid hard, his manner was to keep a large 

stable of horses, with boots, bridles, and whips^ to 

iiiitiish the gentiemen at once, without going from 

cbll^ to colle^ to borrow, as they have done Mnoe 

' tfie libatii of this worthy m^n. 1 say, Mr. Hobson 

'kqfit ft stable of forty good cattle always ready and 

•fit for travelling ; but, when a man came for ahorse, 

*he was led into the stable, where there was great 

choice ; but he obliged him to take the horse which 

Mood next to the stable door; so that every customer 

was alike well served according to his chance^ and 

every horse ridden with the same justice; frotti 

-whence it became a proverb) when what ought 

^ be your election was fbrced upon you, to sat, 

<<*'fiolN;o!i's choice." This memorable man stands 

^drawh tnriVesco at an inn Twhich he used) inBishops- 

^tenitreet, with an hundred pound bag under Qis 

*aitti, with this incription upon the said bag: 

V - *' Tbe fraitfdl motber of a hundred fnore.'' 

•'■ * Whatever tradesman will try the experiment, 
and be^ the day after you publish this my discourse 
to treat his customers all alike, and all reasonably 
and honestly, I will ensure him the same success. 

* I am. Sir, 

* Your lovitig friend, 

T. * HEZtKIAH THRIFt.' 

VOL. VTI P 
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St sapUy 



Negue^ pT4Bttrquam quat ipie amor moleatias 
HtStety addas; et ilUu quai habetf recteferas, 

Tbr. Emu Act i. Sc. I. 

If you are wise, add not to the troubles which attend the 
passion of love, and bear patiently those wfaidi art 
inseparable from it« 

I WAS the other day driving in a hack through 6er- 
rard-street, when my eye was immediately catched 
with the prettiest object imaginable— the face of a 
very fair girl, between thirteen and fourteen, fixed at 
the chin to a painted sash, and made part of the land- 
scape. It seemed admirably done, and upon throw- 
ing myself eagerly out of the coach to look at it, it 
laughed, and flung from the window. This amiable 
figure dwelt upon me ; and I was considering the 
vanity of the girl, and her pleasant coquetry in actbg 
a picture until she was taken notice of, and raised 
the admiration of her beholders. This little circum- 
stance made me run into reflections upon the force of 
beauty, and the wonderful influence the female sex 
has upon the other part of the species. Our hearts 
are seized with their enchantments, and there are 
few of us, but brutal men, who by that hardness lose 
the chief pleasure in them, can resist their insinua- 
tions, though never so much against our interest 
and opinion. It is common with women to destroy 
the good effects a man's following his own way and 
inclination might have upon his honour and fortune, 
by interposing their power over him in matters 
wherein they cannot influence him, but to his loss 
and disparagement. I do not know therefore a 
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task so difficult in human life, as to be proof against 
the importunities of a woman a man loves. There 
is certainly no armour against tears, sullen looks, or 
at best constrained familiarities, in her whom you 
usually meet with transport and alacrity. Sir Walter 
Raleigh was quoted in a letter (of a very ingenious 
correspondent of mine) upon this subject. That 
author who had lived in courts, camps, travelled 
through many countries, and seen many men under 
se^rer^ climates, and of as various complexions, 
speaks of our impotence to resist the wiles of women 
in very severe terms. His words are as follow : 

• .'What means did the devil find out,* or what in- 
sttuments did his own subtilty present him, as fittest 
and aptest to work his mischief by 1 Even the un-. 
• quiet vanity of the woman; so as by Adam's hearken- 
log to the voice of his wife, contrary to the express 
eoqmiandment of the living God, mankind by that 
httr incantation became the subject of labour, sor. 
sow, and death ; the woman being given to man for 
a comforter and companion^batnot for a counsellor 
It is also to be noted by whom the woman was tempt- 
ed : even by the most ugly and unworthy of all beasts, 
into whom the devil entered and persuaded. Se- 
condly, What was the motive of her disobedience f 
. Even a desire to know what was most unfitting her 
knowledge ; an affection which has ever since re- 
mained m all the posterity of her sex. Thirdly, 
What was it that moved the man to yield to her per- 
suasions i Even the same cause which hath moved 
allmen since to the like consent, namely, an unwil- 
lingness to grieve her, or make her sad, lest she 
shoidd pine, and be overcome with sorrow. But if 
Adam, m the state of perfection, and Solomon the 
son of David, God's chosen servant, and himself a 
man endued with the greatest wisdom, did both of 

p2 
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them disobey their Creator by the persouioB, and 
for the love they bare to a ¥Fomaii, it is not so ¥P0fr 
derful as lamentable that other men in sacceedine 
ages have been allured to so many inconvenieot and 
wicked practices by the persuasions of their wifCfi 
or other beloved darlings, who cover over aad thir 
dow many malicious purposes with acounterfeitpai* 
sion of dissimulate sorrow and unquietness.' 



The motions of the minds of lovers are no 
•o well described as in the works of skiliul wrilem 
for the stage. The scene between Fulvia and Co^ 
riuSy in the second act of Jonson*s Catiline, ii an 
excellent picture of the power of a lady over her 
gallant. The wench plays with his affections; isd 
as a man, of all places of the world, wishes to ndM 
a good figure witn his mistress, upon her upbrai^tag 
him with want of spirit, he alludes to enterpiiAlii 
which he cannot reveal but with the hazard of hil 
life. When he is worked thus far,with a little flliHerf 
of her opinion of his gallantry, and desire to know 
more of it out ofher overflowing fondness to him, he 
brags to her until his life is in her disposal. 

when a man is thus liable to be vanquished by 
the charms of her he loves, the safest way is to ds^ 
termine what is proper to be done ; but to avoid '•& 
expostulation with her before he executeswhat he has 
resolved. Women are ever too hard for us upon a 
treaty ; and one must consider how senseless a thing 
it is to argue with one whose looks and gestures aie 
more prevalent with you, than your reason andai^ 
guments can be with her. It is a most miserable 
slavery to submit to what you disapprove, and give 
up a truth for no other reason, but that you had not- 
fortitude to support you in asserting it. A man has 
nough to do to conquer his own unreasonable wishes 
1 mires ; but he does that in vam, if he has those 
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of another to gratify. Let his pride be in his wife 
and family, let him give them all the conveniences 
of life in such a manner as if he were proud of them ; 
but let it be his own innocent pride, and not their ex- 
orbitant desire^ which are indulged by him. In ithis 
case ail the little arts imaginable are used to soften 
a man's heart, and raise his passion above his underi> 
standing. But in all concessions of this kind, a man 
should consider whether the present he makes flows 
(mtta his own love, or the importum'ty of his beloved. 
}f from the latter, he is her slave; if from the for^ 
mer, her friend. . We laugh it off, and do not weigh 
diis subjection to women with that seriousness which 
"^ important a circumsjtance deserves. Why was 
<Hilin^ givai to a man, if his wife's fears are to frus- 
trate it I When this is once indulged, you are no 
Vonger her guardian and protector, as you were der 
9igiled by nature ; but, in compliance to her weak* 
nesses, you have disabled yourself irom avoiding the 
Wiisfortunes into which they will lead you both, and 
you are to see the hour in which you are to be re- 
proach^ by herself for that very complaisance tp 
her. It is indeed the most difficult mastery over 
ourselves we can possibly attain, to resist the grief 
of her who charms us ; but let the heart-ach, be the 
fmguish never so quick and painful, it is what must 
be suffered and passed through, if you think to live 
likeagentleman, or be conscious to yourself that you 
are a man of honesty. The old argument, that ' you 
do not love me if you deny me this,' which first was 
used to obtain a trifle, by habitual success will 
oblige the unhappy man who gives way to it to re- 
sign die cause even of his country and his honour. 

T- 
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Ovid, An. Amu u IMk 



Wbo eoyld ful to ftady 



Ift fiidi a cnnpd s nifttes to liis nincl ? 

' DEAR SPEC, 

' FiVDiVG that my last letter took, I do mleBi l» 
oontioue vaj ^Mstolarv correspondenoe with Ikee^ 
on those deac confounded creatures, women. Thorn 
fcnowest all the little learning I am master oC is 
upon that subject : I never looked in a book, tat 
for their sakes. I have lately met with two pvw 
stories for a Spectator, which I am snre wiH pltaso 
mightily, if they pass through thy hands^ Tho 
first of them I found by chance in an English book^ 
called Herodotus, that lay in my friemi Dappev^ 
wit's window, as I visited him one monuBg* It 
hickily opened in the place where I met ^e Ibl* 
lowing account. He tells us that it was ^e mannen 
among the Persians to have several fairs in the king- 
dom, at which all the young unmarried women were 
annually exposed to sale. The men who wan%e«^ 
wives came hither- to provide themselves. Dt^ 
woman was eiven to the highest bidder, and the mo- 
ney whieh she fetched laid aside for the public use^ 
to be emploved as thou shalthear by and by. Bf 
this means the richest people had the choice of'tm 
market, and culled out the most extraordinary 
beautiesti As soon as the fair was thus picked, ^b» 
refuse was to be distributed among the poor, and 
among those who could not go to the price of a 
beauty. Several of these married the agreeables,. 
witliout paying a farthing for them, unless some- 
body chanced to think it worth his while to bid for 
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tlkem^ IB whioh ease the beat bidder was always tiie 
piurehaser. Bot how yoa mast know* Spec, it bap- 
pened m Persia^ a» it does in our own country, that 
there were as mcmy ugly women as beauties or 
agreeabtea; so tha^ by ooaseqaenee, after the ma^ 
gistNites- had pu« tff a gree^ many^ there was still » 
gveat^many that stuek upon their- hands* in order 
Aevefbre to dear the mariset; the money which tbw 
bo aatio s had sold for was disposed of apMag tb» 
ngVfV so that* a poor man, i^o-could not bSM t» 
ba¥e' a beauty for hifr wife, was forced ta take i^ 
wl^ a- fortune; the gi^atest portion bein^ alway« 
giyeii to tho- most defbrmed. To this- the author 
add3> that e^ery poor man was fbroed to liv« kindly- 
wilh his- wife^ or, in case he repented of his bargain > 
to fetom her portiion with her to tho nestt public sale* 
* ^ What* I would recemmend tx> thee on tAiis occa- 
nitia is, to establish such an imaginary fhir in Great 
Britein : thourcouldst make itfery pleasantby match^ 
iitg women of quality with coblers and carmen, or 
dMcribing^titles and garters leading off in great oere* 
meny shopkeepers' and ^rmers'daughterev Though, 
to tell H^e the truth, I am confoundedly afraid, that 
as the love of money prevails in our island more than- 
it ^id in Persia, we should find that some- of onr 
gjreatest men would choose out the portions>andrivat 
one another for the richest piece of deformity ; and 
that^ on the contrary, the toasts and belles- wouldi 
be bought up by extravagant heirs, gamesters, and 
spendthrifts.* Thou couldst make very pret^ re<» 
flections upon this occasion in honour of the Persian 
petiticians,who took care,by such marriages^ to beau* 
tHy the upper part of the species, and to make the 
greatest persons in the government the most graces 
AiL But this I shall leave to thy judicious pen. 

* i have another story to tell thee, which I like- 
wise met with in a book. It seems the general of 



164 sP£CTATOft. N*dlL'a 

the Tartan, after having laid siege to a stroag town 
in China, and taken it by storm, would set to sale all 
the women tliat were found in iu Accordingly he 
put each of them into a sact, and, after having tho- 
roughly considered the value of the woman who was 
inclosed, marked the price that waa demaoded for 
her upon the sack. There was a great confluence 
of chapmen, that resorted from every part, with a 
design to purchase, which they were to do ' unsight 
unseen.' The book mentions a merchant in parti- 
cular, who observing one of the sacks to be marked 
pretty hi^h, bargained for it, and carried it off with 
tiim to his house. As he waa resting with it upon a 
halfway bridge, he was resolved to take a survey of 
his purchase : upon opening the sack, a little old 
woman popped her head out of it; at which the ad- 
venturer was in so great a rage that he was going to 
shoot her out into the river. The old lady, however, 
begged him first of all to hear her story, by which he 
learned that she was sister to a great mandarin, who 
would infallibly make the fortune of his brother-in- 
law as soon as ho should know to whose lot she fell. 
Upon which the merchant again tied her up in his 
sack, and carried her to hia house, where she proved 
an excellent wife, and procured him all the riches 
from herbrother that she had promised him. 

' 1 fancy, if 1 was disposed to dream a second 
time, I could make a tolerable vision upon this plan. 
I would suppose all the unmarried women in Lon- 
don and Westminster brought to market in sacks, 
with their respective prices on each sack. The first 
sack that is sold is marked with five thousand pound. 
Upon the opening ofit,Ifind it filled with an admi- 
f able housewife, of an agreeable countenance. The 
purchaser, upon hearing her good qualities, pays 
down herprice very cheerfully. The second Im " 
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lady in it, to our surprise, has the face and person 
of a toast As we are wondering how she came to 
bie set at so low a price, we hear that she would have 
been valued at ten thousand pound, but that the 
public had made those abatements for her being a 
scold, f would afterwards find some beautiful, mo- 
dest, and discreet woman, that should be the top 
6t the market ; and perhaps discover half a dozen 
romps tied up together in the same sack, atone hun- 
dred pound a head. The prude and the coquette 
sboula be valued at the same price, though the first 
should go off the better of the two. I fancv thou 
wouldat like ^uch a vision, had I time to finish it; 
because, to talk in thy own way, there is a moral in 
it. Whatever diou mayest thinil: of it, pr'yihee do 
not make any of thy queer apologies for this letter, 
ais thou didst for my. last. The women love a gay 
lively fellow, and are never an^ at the raOleries 
of one who is their own admirer. I am always 
bitter upon them, but well with them. 

• Thine, 

O. * HONEYCOMB.' 
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X,ec<oreta ^cUdando^ pariterque tnonendo. 

HoR. Ars. Poet: ver. 344. 

JiliziBg together profit and deligbt. 

'nsEHE is nothing which we receive with- so much 
reluctance as advise. We look upon the man who 
gives it ufras offering an affront to our understand- 
ing, and treating us l&e children or idiots. We con- 
aider the instruction as an implicit eensure, and the 
aeal which any one shews for our good on such an 
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occaEion as a picceof preEuraptionor imperlingncu 
The truth of it is, the person who pretends to adviWL 
doee, in that particular, esercise a euperiority onS 
U3, and can have no other reason for it, but that, ui 
comparing us with himself, he tbialcs us defectivd 
either in our conduct or our understanding. YiM 
these reasons, there is nothing so difficult as the am 
of making advice agreeable ; and indeed all iba 
writers, both ancient and modern, have distmguisl^ 
ed themselves among one another, according to tbA 
perfection at which they have arrived in this artij 
How many devices have been made use of, to reab 
der this bitter portion palatable I Some convey theitc 
instructions to us in the best chosen words, others a' 
the most harmonious numbers ; some in points 
wit, and others in short proverbs. 

But, among all the different ways of giving com 
se), 1 think the finest, and that which pleases tl 
most universally, is fable, in whatsoever shape it a^ ^ 
peara. If we consider this way of instructing otr 
giving adice, it excels all others, because it is thk) 
least shacking, and the least subject to those exc " "" 
tions which I have before mentioned. 

This will appear to us, if v^e reflect, in the i 
place, that upon the reading of a fable, we are ra 
to believe we advise ourselves. We peruse the 
thor for the sake of the story, and considi 
ccpts rather as our own conclusions than his inatniV-^ 
tions. The moral insinuates itself imperceptibly ; im 
are taught by surprise, and become wiser and bettn 
unawares. In short, by this method a man is so for' 
over-reached as to think he is directing himself,' 
while he is following the dictates of another, and 
consequently is not sensible of that wliich is the 
most uupleasiog circumstance in advice. 

In the next place, if we look into human nature, 
we shall find that the mind is never so much * 
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as when she exerts herself in any action that rives 
her an idea of' her own perfections and ahihties. 
This natural pride and ambition of the soul is very 
much gratified in the reading of a fable ; for, in 
writings of this kind, the reader comes in for half of 
the performance ; every thing appears to him like a 
discovery of his own ; he is busied all the while in 
applying characters and circumstances^ and is in this 
rei^)ect both a reader and a composer. It is no won- 
der therefore, thaton such occasions, when the mind 
is thus pleased with itself, and amused with its own 
discoveries, that it is highly delighted with the writ- 
ing which is the occasion of it. For this reason the 
Absalom and AchitopheP was one of the most popu- 
lar poems that ever appeared in English. The poetry 
is indeed very fine; but had it been much finer, it 
would not have so much pleased without a plan 
which gave the reader an opportunity of exerting 
his own talents. 

This oblique manner of giving advice is so in- 
offensive, that, if we look intoanpient histories, we 
find the wise men of old very often chose to give 
counsel to their kings in fables. To omit many which 
will occur to every one's memory, there is a pretty 
instance of this nature in a Turkish tale, which I do 
not like the worse for that little oriental extrava- 
gance which is mixed with it. 
We are told that the sultan Mahmoud, by his per- 
petual wars abroad, and his tyranny at home, had 
filled his dominions with ruin and desolation, and 
half unpeopled the Persian Empire. The visier to 
this great sultan (whether a humourist or an en- 

* A memorable satire written by Dryden against the faction 
which, bjr lord Shaftesbary's incitement, set the duke of 
Monmouth at their head. Of this poem, in. which personal 
satire is applied to tlie support of public principles, the sale 
was so large, that it is said not to have been equalled, but by 
SachevereU's trial. 
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ibusiaEt, we are not informei]) pretended to have 
teamed of a certain dervise to underetand tlie lan- 
guage of birds, so that there was not a bird that 
pDuld opQn IkJs mouth but the visier knew what it 
I ffrtB he said. As he was one evening with the em- 
I neror, in their return from hunting, they saw a 
1 jGDuple of owls upon a tree that grew near an old 
I .jrall out of a heap of rubbish. ' 1 would fain know' 
t 48ys the sultan, ' what those two owls are saying to 
I lOne another ; listen to their discourse, and give me 
1 an account of it.' The visier approached the tree, pre- 
I (ending to be very attentive to the two owls. Upon 
, .liig return to the sultan, ' Sir,' aays be, ' I have 
I jkeard partof their conversation, butdare not tell 
-you what it is.' The sultan would not be satisfied 
with suchaaanswer, but forced him to repeat word 
for word every thing the owls had said. ' You must 
know then,* said the visier, ' that one of these owls 
has a son, and the other a daughter, between whom 
they are now upon a treaty of marriage. The father 
of the son said to the father of the daughter, inmy 
tearing, " Brother, I consent to this marriage, pro- 
vided you will settle upon your daughter Sfty ruined 
Tillages for her portion." To which the father of the 
daugliCer replied, " Instead of fifty, I will give her 
five hundred if you please. God grant a long life 
to sultan Mahmoud! Whilst he reigns over us, we 
diall neverwant ruined villages."' 

The story says, the sultan was so touched with the 
I'Jhble, that he rebuilt the towns and villages which 
Ibad been destroyed, and from that time forward 
consulted the good of his people. 

To fill up my paper, 1 shall add a most ridiculous 

; piece of natural magic, which was taughtby no less 

^ A philosopher than Democritus, namely, that if the 

Uood of certain birds, which he mentioned, were 

fuMtxed togedier, it would produce a serpent of siMfa 
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a woadar^ yatue, that whoever did eat it ahouM 
be skilled in die language of birds, and understand 
every thing they said to one another. Whether the 
dervise above mentioned might not have eaten such 
a serpent^ I shall leave to the detenaanation of the 
learned* O. 
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JjgUUi €9i numtne q^«n^ 



Jmm propiore Dei* Vise. Mm. vi. 50. 

When ill tile god oome mshii^ on her soul. 

Davnav. 

The following letter comes to me from that excel- 
lent man in holy orders, whom I have mentioned 
more than once, as one of that society, who assists 
me in my speculations. It is a thought in sickness, 
and of a very serious nature, for which reason I give 
it a place in the paper of this day. 

^ SIR, 

* Th£ indisposition which has so long hung 
upon me is at last grown to such a head that it must 
quickly make an end of me or of itself. You may 
imagine, that whilst I am in this bad state of health, 
there are none of your works which I read with 
greater pleasure than your Saturda3^s papers. I 
should be very glad if I could furnish you with any 
hints for that day's entertainment. Were I able to 
dress up several thoughts of a serious nature, which 
have made great imfuressions on my mind during a 
long fit of a^ckne^s, they might not be an improper 
oitertainment for that occasion. 

* Among all the reflections which usuaUy rise in 
the mind of a sick man, who has time and inclina- 
ticm to consider his approaching end, there is none 

VOL. VII. Q 
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more natural than that of his going to appear naked 
and unbodied before Him who made him. When a 
man considers, that, as soon as the vital union is 
dissolved, he shall see that Supreme Being whom 
he now contemplates at a distance, and only in his 
works, or to speak more philosophically, when; bjr 
some faculty m the soul, he shall apprehend the 
Divine Being, and be more sensible of his presence 
than we are now of the [nresenoe of anj ob|cctiiAiok 
the eye beholds, a man^ust be lost m carriemiefi 
and stupidity, who is not alarmed at such a thought. 
Dr. Sherlock, in his excellent treatise upon Deadfc 
has represented^ in very strong and lively cidoiii^y 
the state of the soul in its first separation fh)m the 
body, with regard to that invisible world whidi every 
where surrounds us, though we are not able, to 
discover it through this grosser world of mailter, 
which is accommodated to our senses in this life. 
His words are as follow : 

** That death, which is our leaving this world, is 
nothing else but our putting off these bodies, tea(:hes 
us that it is only our union to these bodies,- which 
intercepts the sight of the other world. The other 
world is not at such a distance from us as we may 
imagine ; the throne of God indeed is at a great Te«* 
meve from this earth, above the third heavens, where 
he displays his glory to those blessed spirits whioh 
encompass his throne ; but as soon as we step out of 
these bodies, we step into the other world, which is 
not so properly another world (for there is the same 
heaven and earth still) as a new state of life. T« 
live in these bodies is to live in this world ; to live 
out of them is to remove into the next : for while 
our souls are confined to these bodies, and can loi^ 
only through these material casements, nothingrbllt 
what is material can affect us ; nay, nothing hmt 
what is so gross that it can reflect light, andconv^ 
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Hie shapes and colours of things with it to the 

«ye : so that, though within this visible world there 
be a more glorious accHe of things than what ap. 
pears to us, we perceive nothingat allof it; for this 
^1 of flesh parts the visible and invisible world : 
|nit when we put oif these bodies there are new aad 
surprising wonders present themselves to our view ; 
whui these material spectacki are taken olF, the soul 
with its own naked eyes sees wha.t was invisible be- 
fore ; and then we are to the other world, when we 
-can see it and converse with it Thus St, Paul tells 
that ' when we are at home in the body, we are 
Absent from the Lord; but when we are absent from 
.■the body, we are present with the Lord ;' 2 Cor. v. 
fit 8. And methinks this is enough to cure us of our 
fondness for these bodies, unless we think it more de- 
^rable to be confined to aprison, and tolook through 
grate all our lives, which gives us but a very nar- 
row prospect, and that none of the best neither, 
than to be set at liberty to view all the glories 
of the world. What would we give now for the least 
glimpse of that invisible world, which the iirst step 
we take |out of these bodies will present us with t 
There are such things ' as eye hath not seen nor 
ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive.' Death opens our eyes, enlarges 

IAht prospect, presents us with a new and more glo- 
)4ons world, which we can never see while wc are 
ihut mp in flesh ; which should make us as willing 
to part with this veil, as to take the film off of our 
«yes, which hinders our sight." 

< As a thinking man cannot but be very much af- 
fected with the idea of his appearing in the presence 
of that Being " whom none can see and live," he 
must be much more affected when he considers that 
this Being whom he appears before, will examine all 
the actions of his past life, and reward or punish 




hini accordingly. 1 must confess that I think th«re 
i» BO scheme of religion, besides thatof Cfaristianity, 
vfaichean possibly support the most virtuous person 
mftder this thought. - Let a man's innocenee be what 
it will, let his virtues rise to the highest pitch of per- 
flsction attainable in this life, there will be still in him 
8o many secret sins, so many human frailties^ so many 
offences of ignorance, passion, and prejudice, so 
many unguarded words and thoughts, and in short, 
so many defects in his best actions, that^ without the 
advantages, of such an expiation and atonenentas 
Christianity haa revealed to us, it is impossiUe thai 
k» should be cleaved before his Sovereign Jud^^VfOV 
that he should be able ta ** stand in hiaHgbU".Oiif 
holy leUgion suggeatatans the only meana«htf4«- 
by our guilt may be taken away, and our iaqpctiiMl 
obedience aooepbed. 

^H is this sesiea of ttonght diat I faaiw eftdea^ 
voiired to express in the foUowing hyoMBi^wbicfavi 
have composed duriog this my sickness. 

r. 

^ Wrbn, iiainfi from the bed of deatb, 

Overwhelm 'd with guilt and fear, 
I see my Maimer, face to face„ 

O how sliall I appear ! 

'* If yet, while pardonr may be fouiid^ 

And meroy may be sougtit. 
My heart with inwaid horror shrink^ 

And trembles at tha thought ^ 

HI. 
" When thou, O Lord, shalt stand disolosM 

In majesty severe, 
And sit in judgment on my soul, 

O how shall I appear ! 

IV. - 

'< But thou hast told the troubled mind 

Who does her sins lament, 
The timely tribute of her tears ' 

Shall endless woe prevent. 
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V. 

**Tb0a see tbe sorrows of my hearty 

Ere jet tt be too late ; 
And hear my SaTiour's dying groans. 

To give those sorrows weight, 

** For never shall my seal despair 

Her pardon to procore, 
Who knows thine only Son has died 

To make her pardon sure.'' 

< There is a noble hymn in French^ which Mon- 
sieur Bayle has celebrated for a very fine one, and 
which the famous author of the Art of Speaking, 
trails an admirable one, that turns upon a thought of 
the same nature. If I could have done it justice in 
English, I would haye sent it you translated ; it 
was written by Monsieur des Barreux, who had been 
one of the greatest wits and libertines in France, but 
In his last years was as remarkable a penitent. 

* Grand Dieu, tesjugemena Mont remplia d^ipiiti; 

Toujours tu prends plaisir 6 nous Stre propice. 

Maiafai tantfait de mal, que Jamais ta bonti 

Ne me pardonnera, sans ehoquer ta justice. 

Oui, man Dieu, la grandeur de man impieti 

Ne laisse ton d pouvoir que le ehoixdu supplies: 

Ton intirit s* oppose d mafilieiti: 

Et ta dhnenee mime attend queJepMsse, 

Contente ton dSsir, puis qu'il Vest glorieux ; 

Offense toi des pJeurs qui eoulent de mes geux; 

Tonne,frappe^ il est terns, reus moi guerre pour guerre; 

J'adore en pSrissant la raison qui faigrit, 

Mais dessus quel endroit tombera totn tonntre, 

Q«< ne soit tout convert du sang de Jesus Christ,^ 

* If these thoughts may be serviceable to you, I 
desire you would place them in a proper light, and 
am ever, with great sincerity, 

O, * Sir, yours, &c.' 

q3 
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N^514. MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 171^. 



Me Parnassi deserta per ardua duleis 



Raptat amor : juvat irejugis^ qud nulla priot 
Castalium molli diveriitur orbita clivo. 

ViRe.Georg. ili.291% 

But the commaiidini* Muse my chariot guides, 
Wiiich o'er the dubious cliff securely rides : 
And pleas'd I am no beaten road to take, 
But first the way to new discoveries make. 

Drtden. 

' MA. SPECTATOR, 

< I CASi£ home a little later than usual the oAev 
night ; and, not finding myself inclined to sle«p^ I 
took up Virgil to divert me until I should be more 
disposed to rest. He is the author whom I idwa^ps 
choose on such occasions ; no one writing 4n so d>« 
vbe, so harmonious^ nor so equal a strain,, which 
leaves the mind composed and softened into an 
agreeable melancholy; the temper, in which, of all 
others, I choose to close the day. The passages I 
turned to, were those beautiful raptures in his Geor- 
gics, where he professes himself entirely given up 
to the Muses, and smit with the love o^ poetry, 
passionately wishing to be transported to the cool 
shades and retirements of the mountain Heemua. I 
closed the book and went to bed. What I had just 
bafiore been reading made so strong an impression 
on my mind, that fancy seemed almost to fulfil to 
me the wish of Virgil, in presenting to me the fol- 
lowing vision. 

* Methought I was on a sudden placed iit the 
plains of BoBotia, where at the end of the hoiisKon I 
saw the mountain Parnassus rising before me. The 
prospect was of so large an extent, that 1 had Jong 
wandered about to find a path which should directly 
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lead me to it, had I not seen at some distance a 
grove of trees, which, in a plain that had nothing 
else remarkable enough in it to fix my si^ht, im- 
mediately determined me to go thither. When I 
arrived at it, I found it parted out into a great 
number of walks and alleys, which often widened 
into. beautiful openings, as circles, or ovals, set round 
with yews and cypresses, with niches, grottos, and 
caves, placed on the sides, encompassed with ivy; 
There was no sound to be heard in the-whole place, 
but only that of a gentle breeze passing over the 
leaves of the forest ; every thing beside was buried 
in a profound silence. I was captivated with the 
beauty and retirement of the place^ and never so 
much, before that hour, was pleased with the en- 
jorfment of myself. I indulged the humour, and 
altered myself to wander without choice or design. 
At lengibh, at the end of a range of trees, 1 saw 
tfiree figures seated on a bank of moss, wi|;h a silent 
brook creeping at their feet. I adored them as the 
tutelary divinities of the place, and stood still to 
take a particular view of each of them. The middle- 
most, whose name was Solitude, sat with her arms 
across each other, and seemed rather pensive, and 
wholly taken up with her own thoughts, than any 
ways grieved or displeased. The only companions 
which she admitted into that retirement, were, the 
goddess Silence, who sat on her right hand with 
Imk finger on her mouth, and on her left Contem- 
dbition, with her eyes fixed upon the heavens. 
Before her lay a celestial globe, with several 
schemes of mathematical theorems She prevented 
my speech with the greatest affability in the world. 
** Fear not,** said she, " I know your request before 
you speak of it ; you would be led to the tnoontain 
of the Muses ; the only way to it lies through this 
jAace, and no one is so often employed in conducting 
persons thither as myself.'* When she had thus 
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spoken, she rose from her seat, and I immediately 
placed myselfunder her direction; but whilst I passed 
through the grove I could not help inquiring of h«r 
who were the persons admitted into that sweet retire* 
ment. " Surely," said I, '* there can nothing enter 
here but virtue and virtuous thoughts ; the whole 
wood seems designed for the reception and reward of. 
such persons as have spent their lives according to 
the dictates of their conscience, and the commands of 
the gods." '* You imagine right,*' said she : " assure 
yourself this place was at first designed for no other; 
such it continued to be in the reign of Saturn, whefli 
none entered here but holy priests, deliverers of their 
country from oppression and tyranny, who reposed 
themselves here after their labours, and those whom 
the study and love of wisdom had fitted for divine 
conversation. But now it is become no less dan- 
gerous than it was before desirable : vice has 
learned so to mimic virtue, that it often creeps in 
hither under its disguise. See there ; just before 
you. Revenge stalking by, habited in the robe of 
Honour. Observe, not far from him. Ambition 
standing alone ; if you ask him his name, he will 
tell you it is Emulation, or Glory* But the most 
frequent intruder we have is Lust, who succeeds now 
the deity to whom in better days this grove was 
entirely devoted. Virtuous Love, with Hymen, 
and the Graces attending him, once reigned over 
this happy place ; a whole train of virtues waited 
on him, and no dishonourable thought durst pre^ 
sume for admittance. But now, how is the whole 
prospect changed! and how seldom renewed by 
some few who dare despise sordid wealth, and 
imagine themselves fit companions for so charming 
a divinity I ' 

*The goddess had no sooner said thus, but wc 
were arrived at the utmost boundaries of the wood, 
which lay contiguous to a plain that ended at th^ 
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of the mQuntain. Here I kept close to my 
guide, heiag solicited by several phantoms, who 
•Bsaied me they would shew me a nearer way to the 
mountain of the Muees. Among the rest Vanity 
watiextremely importunate, having deluded infinite 
nmiibcrs, whom 1 saw wandering at the foot of the 
biU;: I turned away from this despicable troop with 
diidaiil; and, addressing myseu to my guide, told 
hec that, as I had some hopes I should be able to 
mrndk up' part of the ascent, so I despaired of ha- 
fiiig strength enough*to attain the plain on the topi 
But^ being informed by her that it was impossible to 
flUmd upon the sides, and that if I did not proceed 
dwwards I should irrevocably fall down to the lowest 
mvge, I resolved to hazard any labour and hardship 
kt the attempt : so great a desire had I of enjoying 
A0 sadsfaction I hoped to aieet with at the end en 
tappenterprise. 

? -^^There were two paths, which led up by di£R»F- 
mti ways to the summit of the mountain : the ooe 
H^sgvarded by the genius which presides over the 
VMment of our births. He had it in charge to ex- 
attiinre the several pretensions of those who desired 
to pass that way, but to admit none excepting those 
only on whom Melpomene had looked- with a pro- 
pitioas eye at the hour of their nativity. The other 
jpsy was guarded by Diligence, to whom many o# 
those: persons applied who had met with a denial the 
bther way ; but he was so tedious in granting their 
-mqoest, and indeed after admittance the way was 
00 very intricate and laborious, that many, after they 
bad made some progress, chose rather to return 
back than proceed, and very few persisted so long 
ae to arrive at the end they proposed. Besides 
these two paths, which at length severally led to 
the top of the mountain, there was a third made up 
of tJKse two, which a little after the entrance joined 
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in one. This carried those happy few, whode good 
fortune it was to find it, directly to the throne of 
Apollo. I do not know whether 1 should even now 
have had the'resolution to have demanded entrance 
at either of these doors^ had I not seen a peasants- 
like man (followed by a numerous and lovely traiil' 
of youth of both sexes) insist upon entrance for 'alt' 
whom he led up. He put me in mind of the counlry^ 
clown who is painted in the map for leading pODCl^ 
Eugene over the Alps. He had a bundle of papeni^ 
in his hand; and, producing several, which he saiA* 
were given to him by hands which he knew ApolkP 
would allow as passes ; among which, methought'F 
saw some of my own writing ; the whole assdmbly^ 
was admitted, and gave by their presence a new 
beauty and pleasure to these happy mansions. F 
found the man did not pretend to enter himself, bifti 
served as a kind of forei^ter in the lawns, to direol' 
passengers, who by their own merit, or instructions' 
he procured for them, had virtue enough to travd^ 
that way. I looked very attentively upon this kifid/ 
homely benefactor ; and forgive me, Mr. Spectator^ 
if I own to you I took him for yourself. We wet*e 
no sooner entered, but we were sprinkled three 
times with the water of the fountain, Aganippe^ 
which had power to deliver us from all harms, but 
only envy, which reached even to the end of our - 
journey. We had not proceeded far in the middlei 
path, when we arrived at the summit of the hill, 
where there immediately appeared to us two figures,' 
which extremely engaged my attention : the one- 
was a young nymph in the prime of her youth and; 
beauty ; she had wings on her shoulders and feet, • 
and was able to transport herself to the most dis-- 
tant regions in the smallest space of time. She was 
continually varying her dress, ^sometimes into the 
most natural and becoming habits in the world, and 
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^ Others into the most wild and freakish garb that 
i^n be imagined. There stood by her, a man full 
aged and of great gravity, who corrected her incon- 
sistencies by shewing them in this* mirror, and 
still flung her afifected and unbecoming ornaments 
down the mountsdn, which fell in the plain below, 
^ind were gathered up and woref with great satis* 
fyetioa by those that inhabited it The name of the 
qyoaph was Fancy, the daughter of Liberty, the 
most beautiful of all the mountain nymphs : the 
ctthiff was Judgment, the offspring of Time and the 
Oa)j child he acknowledged to be his. A youth, 
Hho sat upon a throne just between them, was 
t|i^r genmne offspring ; his name was Wit, and his 
seat was composed of the works of the most oele* 
brated authors. I could not but see with a secret 
joyi that, though the Greeks and Romans made the 
minority, yet our own countrymen were the next, 
both in number and dignity. I was now at liberty to 
take a full prospect of that delightful region. I was 
inspired with new vigour and life, and saw every 
thing in nobler and more pleasing view than before ; 
I breathed a purer eether in a sky which was a 
continued" azure, gilded with perpetual sunshine. 
The two summits of the mountain rose on each side 
and formed in the midst a most delicious vale, the 
habitation of the Muses, and{offsuch as had com- 
posed works worthy of immortality. Apollo was 
seaited upon a throne of gold, and for a canopy, an 
age4 laurel spreliad its boughs and its shade over his 
head. His bow and quiver lay at his feet. He held 
his harp in his hand, whilst the Muses round about 
him,celebrated with hymns, his victory over the ser- 
pent Python» and sometimes sang in softer notes 
the loves of Leucothoe and Daphnis. Homer ,Virgil, 
and Milton, were seated the next to them. Dehmd 
• • Hm, t fypm ; pret. for participle. 
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w^re a great number of others ; among whom 1 vras 
surprised to see some in the habit of Laplanders, 
who, notwithstanding the uncouthness of their dress^ 
had lately obtained a place upon the mountain. I 
saw Pindar walking all alone, no one daring to de- 
cost him, until Cowley joined himself to him ; \>ut, 
growing weary of one who almost walked him out 
of breath, he left him for Horace and Anacieoa, 
with whom he seemed infinitely delighted. 

^ A little further I saw another group of jSgores; 
I made up to them, and found it was Socrates dic- 
tating to Xenophon, and the Spirit of Plato ; but 
most ofall, Musaaus had the greatest audience about 
him. I was at too great a distance to hear whait 
he said, or to discover the faces of his hearers ; 
only I thought I now perceived Virgil, who had 
joined them, and stood in a posture full of admira- 
tion at the harmony of his words. 

^ Lastly, at the very brink of the hill, I saw Boo- 
calini sending dispatches to the world below, of what 
happened upon Parnassus : but I perceive he did it 
without leave of the Muses, and by stealth, and was 
unwilling to have them revised by Apollo, I could 
now, from this height, and serene sky, behold the 
infinite cares and anxieties with which mortals be- 
low sought out their way through the maze of life. 
I saw the path of Virtue lie straight before them^ 
whilst Interest, or some malicious demon, still 
hurried them out of the way. I was at once touched 
with pleasure at my own happiness, and com- 
passion at the sight of their inextricable errors* 
Here the two contending passions rose so high, that 
they were incoiisistent with the sweet repose I eu- 
joyed ; and, awaking with a sudden start, the only 
consolation 1 could admit of for my loss, was the 
hopes that this relatipn of my dream will not dis- 
please you.' T. 
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N" 515. TUESDAY, OCT. 21, 1712. 



Pudet me et miseret, qui harum mores caniabat mifti, 
JHonuMse /rtt«*ra— • 

Ter. Heaut. Act iii. Sc. 3. 

I am ashamed and grieved, that I neglected his advice 
virho gave me the character of these creatare«. 



* MR. SPECTATOR, 

I AM obliged to you for printing the account I 
lately sent you of a coquette who disturbed a sober 
congregation in the city of London. That intelli- 
gence ended at her taking a coach, and bidding the 
driver to go where he knew. I could not leave her 
so, but dogged her, as hard as she drove, to PauPs 
church-yard, where there was a stop of coaches, 
attending company coming out of the cathedral. 
This gave me an opportunity to hold up a crown to 
her coachman, who gave me the signal, that he 
would hurry on, and make no haste, as you know 
tlie way is when they favour a chase. By his many 
kind blunders, driving, against other coaches, and 
slipping off some of his tackle, I could keep up with 
him, and lodged my fine lady in the parish of St. 
James's. As I guessed, when I first saw her at church, 
her business is to win hearts, and throw them away, 
regarding nothing but the triumph. I have had the 
happiness, by tracing her through all with whom 
I heard she was acquainted, to find one who was 
intimate with a friend of mine, and to' be intro- 
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duced to her notice. I have made so good a use 
of my time, as to procure from that intimate of 
hers one of her letters, which she writ to her when 
in the country. This epistle of her own may serve 
to alarm the world against her in ordinary life, as 
mine, I hope, did those who shaU behold her at 
church. The letter was written last winter to the 
lady who gave it me ; and I doubt not but you 
will find it the soul of an happy self-loving dame, 
that takes all the admiration she can meet with, 
and returns none of it in love to her admirers. 

" DEAR JENNY, 

'* I AM glad to find you are likely to be 
disposed of in marriage so much to your appro- 
bation, as you tell me. You say you are afraid only 
of me, for I shall laugh at your spouse's airs. I 
beg of you not to fear it, for I am too nice a dis- 
cerner to laugh at any, but whom most other peo- 
ple think line fellows ; so that your dear may bring 
you hither as soon as his horses are in case enough 
to appear in town, and you be very safe against 
any raillery you may apprehend from me ; for I am 
surrounded with coxcombs of my own making, who 
are all ridiculous in a manner wherein your good 
man, I presume, cannot exert himself. 'As men who 
cannot raise their fortunes, and are uneasy under 
the incapacity of shining in courts, rail at ambition; 
so do awkward and insipid women, who cannot 
warm the hearts, and charm the eyes of men, rail 
at aflfectation : but she that has the joy of seeing 
a man's heart leap into his eyes at beholding her, 
is in no pain for want of esteem among the crew of 
that part of her own sex, who have no spirit but 
that of envy, and no language but that of malice. 
I do not in this, I hope, express myself insensible 
of the merit of Leodacia, who lowers her beauty to 
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all but her husband, and never spreads her charms 
but to gladden him who has a right to them ; I say, 
I do honour to those who can be coquettes, and are 
not such; but I despise all who would be so, and, 
in despair of arriving at it themselves, hate and 
vilify all those who can. But be that as it will, in 
answer to your desire of knowing my history : one 
of my chief present pleasures is in country dances ; 
and in obedience to me, as well as the pleasure of 
coming up to me with a good grace, shewing them- 
selves in their address to others in my presence, 
and the like opportunities, they are all proficients 
that way; and I had the happiness of being the 
other night where we made six couple, and every 
woman's partner a professed lover of mine. The 
wildest imagination cannot form to itself, on any 
occasion, higher delight than I acknowledge my- 
self to have been in all that evening. I chose out 
of my admirers a set of men who must love me, and 
gave them partners of such of my own sex who 
most envied me. 

*' My way is, when any man who is my admirer 
pretends to give himself airs of merit, as at this time 
a certain gentleman you know did, to mortify him 
by favouring in his presence the most insigniticant 
creature I can find. At this ball I was led into the 
company by pretty Mr. Fanfiy,who, you know, is the 
most obsequious, well shaped, well bred woman's 
man in the town. I at first entrance declared him 
my partner if I danced at all ; which put the whole 
assembly into a grin, as forming no terrors from such 
a rival. But we had not been long in the room 
before I heard^ the meritorious gentleman above 
mentioned say with an oath, ' There is no raillery 
in the thing, she certainly loves the puppy.' My 
gentleman, when we were dancing, took an occasion 
to be very soft in his ogling upon a lady he danced 
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with, and whom he knew of all women I loved most 
to outshine. The contest begun who could plague 
the other most. I, who do not care a farthing for 
him, had no hard task to outvex him. I made Fanfiy, 
with a very little encouragement, cut capers coupte^ 
and then sink with all the air and tenderness ima- 
ginable. When he performed this, I observed the 
gentleman you know of fall into the same way, and 
imitate as well as he could the despised Fanfly. I 
cannot well give you, who are so grave a country 
lady, the idea of the joy we have when we ibee a 
stubborn heart breaking, or a man of sense turning 
fool for our sakes ; but this happened to our friend, 
and I expect his attendance whenever I go to 
church, to court, to the play, or the park. This is 
a sacrifice due to us women of genius, who have the 
eloquence of beauty, an easy mien. I mean by an 
easy mien, one which can be on occasion easily af- 
fected; for I must tell you, dear Jenny, I bold one 
knaxim, which is an uncommon one, to wit, that our 
greatest charms are owing^ to affectation. It is to 
that our arms can lodge so quietly just over bur 
hips, and the fan can play without any force or 
motion but j ust of the wrist. It is to affectation we 
owe the pensive attention of Deidamia at a tragedy, 
the scornful approbation of Dulciraara at a comedy^ 
and the lowly aspect of Lanquicelsa at a sermon. 

*' To tell you the plain truth, I know no pleasure 
but in being admired, and have never yet failed of 
attaining the approbation of the man whose regard 
I had a mind to. You see all the men who make a 
figure in the world (as wise a look as they are 
pleased to put upon the matter) are moved by the 
same vanity as I am. What is there in ambition, 
but to make other people's wills depend upon 
your*s^ This indeed is not to be aimed at by one 
who has a genius no higher than to think of being 
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a very good house-wife in a country gentleman's 
family. The cere of poultry and pigs are great 
enemies to the countenance ; the vacant look of a 
fine lady is not to be preservedy if she admits any 
thing to take up her thoughts but her own dear 
person. But I interrupt you too long from your 
cares, and myself from my conquests. 
*' I am, Madam, 

" Your most humble servant." 

* Give me leave, Mr. Spectator, to add her 
friend's answer to this epistle, who is a very dis- 
creet ingenious woman.* 

** DEAR GATTY, 

" I TAKE your raillery in very good part, 
and am obliged to you for the free air with which 
you speak of your own gaieties. But this is but a 
barren superficial pleasure ; for, indeed, Gatty, we 
are made for man ; and in serious sadness I must 
tell you, whether you yourself know^it or no, all 
these gallantries tend to no other end but to be a 
wife and a mother as fast as you can. 
" I am, Madam, 
X " Yoiir most obedient servant." 
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N» 616. WEDNESDAY, OCT. 22, 1712. 



Immortdle odium, et nunquam sanabile rulnus : 
Jnde furor vutgo, quod numina vicinorum 
Odit uterque locus ; quum solos credit Iwbendos 

Esse deosj quos ips^ coUit. ■ 

Juv. Sat. 15. 34. 



•A grntchy time out of mind, begun, 



And mutually bequeath'd from sire to son ; 
Religious spite and pious spleen bred first 
Tlie quarrel which so Ions; the bigots nurst : 
Each calls the other's god a senseless stock : 
His own divine. 

Tate. 

Of all the monstrous passions and opinions which 
have crept into the world, there is none so won- 
derful as that those, who profess the common name 
of Christians, should pursue each other with ran- 
cour and hatred for differences in their way of fol- 
lowing the example of their Saviour. It seems so 
natural that all who pursue the steps of any leader 
should form themselves after his manner, that it is 
impossible to account for effects so different from 
what we might expect from those who profess 
themselves followers of the highest pattern of 
meekness and charity, but by ascribing such ef- 
fects to the ambition and corruption of those who 
are so audacious, with souls full of fury, to serve 
at the altars of the God of Peace. 

The massacres to which the church of Rome has 
animated the ordinary people are dreadful instances 
of the truth of this observation; and whoever reads 
the history of the Irish rebellion, and. the cruelties 
which ensued thereupon, will be sufficiently con- 
vinced to what rage poor ignorants may be worked 
up by those who profess holiness, and become in-» 
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cendiarics^ and, under the dispensation of grace, 
promote evils abhorrent to nature. 

The subject and catastrophe, which deserve so 
well to be remarked by the protestant world, will, 
I doubt not, be considered, by the reverend and 
learned prelate that preaches to-morrow before 
many of the descendants of those who perished on 
that lamentable day, in a manner suitable to the 
occasion, and worthy his own great virtue and 
eloquence. 

I shall not dwell upon it any further, but only 
transcribe out of a little tract, called the Christian 
Hero, published in 1701, what I find there in honour 
of the renowned hero, William III., who rescued 
that nation from the repetition of the same disas- 
ters. His late majesty, of glorious memory^ and the 
most Christian king, are considered at the conclu- 
sion of that treatise as heads of the protestant and 
Roman-catholic world in the following manner. 

' There were not ever, before the entrance of the 
Christian name into the world, men who have main- 
tained a more renowned carriage, than the two great 
rivals who possess the full fame of the present age, 
and will be the theme and examination of the future. 
They are exactly formed by nature for those ends to 
which heaven seems to have sent them amongst us. 
Both animated with a restless desire of glory, but 
pursue it by different means, and with different 
motives. To one it-consists in an extensive undis- 
puted empire over his subjects, to the other in 
their rational and voluntary obedience. One's hap- 
piness is founded in their want of power, the other's 
in their want of desire to oppose him. The one 
enjoys the summit of fortune with the luxury of a 
Persian, the other with the moderation of a Spartan. 
One is made to oppress, the other to relieve the 
oppressed. The one is satisfied with the pomp 
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nmi ostentation of power to prefer and debase his 
iofcriors; the other deliglited only with the cause 
aD<l fouodatioii of it to cherish and protect them. 
To uDe therefore religion is but a convenient dis- 
guise, tu the other a vigorous motive of action. 

' For, witliout such ties of real and solid honour, 
there is no way of forming a monarch, but after 
the Machiavetian scheme, by which a prince must 
ever seem to have all virtues, but really be master 
uf none ; he is to be liberal, merciful, and Just, only 
as they serve his iBtercBts^ while, with the noble 
art of hypocrisy, empire would be to be extended, 
and new conquests he made by new devices, by 
which prompt address his creatures might iase 
sibly give law in the business of life, by leadil 
men in the entertainment of it. 

' Thus, when words and show are apt to pi 
for the substantial things they are only to e\presi^ 
ihcre would need no mure to enslave a country but' 
to adorn a court; for while every man's vanity 
makes bim believe himself capable of becoming 
luxury, enjoyments are a ready bait for sutferings, 
and the hopes of preferment invitations to servi- 
tude ; which slavery would be coloured with all the 
agreements, as they call it, imaginable. The no- 
blest arts and artists, the finest pens and most ele- 
gant minds, jointly employed to set it oil' with the 
various embellishments of sumptuous entertain- 
ments, charming assemblies, and polished dis- 
courses, and those apostate abilities of wen, the 
udored monarch might profusely and skilfully en- 
courage, while they flatter his virtue, and gild his 
vice at so high a rate, that he, without scorn of the 
«ne,orloveofthc other, would alternately and occa- 
sionally use both ; sothat his bounty should support 
him in his rapines, his mercy in bis cruelties. 

' Nor is it to give things a more severe look (ban 
isnaturaljtu suppose aui'lt must be the coUicqueuL'cs 
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of a prince's having no other pursuit than that of 
his own glory ; for if we consider an infant bom 
into the worlds and beholding itself the mightiest 
thing in it, itself the present admiration and future 
prospect of a fawning people, who profess them- 
selves great or mean, according to the figure he is 
to make amongst them, what fancy would not be 
debauched to believe they were but what they pro- 
fessed themselves — his mere creatures, and use 
them as such, by purchasing with their lives a 
boundless renown, which he, for want of a more 
just prospect^ would place in the number of his 
slaves, and the extent of his territories? Such un- 
doubtedly would be the tragical effects of a prince's 
living with no religion, which are not to be surpassed 
but by his having a false one. 

* If ambition were spirited with zeal, what would 
follow, but that his people should be converted into 
an army, whose swords can make right in power, 
and solve controversy in belief? And if men should 
be stiff-necked to the doctrine of that visible church, 
let them be contented with an oar and a chain, in 
the midst of stripes and anguish, to contemplate on 
Him whose yoke is easy and whdse burden is light. 

' With a tyranny begun on his own subjects, and 
indignation that others draw their breath indepen- 
dent of his frown or smile, why should he not pro- 
ceed to the seizure of the world ? And if nothing 
but the thirst of sway were the motive of his actions, 
why should treaties be other than mere words, or 
solemn national compacts be any thing but an halt 
in th^ march of that army, who are never to lay 
down their arms untill all men are reduced to the 
necessity of hanging their lives on his wayward 
will; who might supinely, and at leisure, expiate 
his own sins, by other men's sufferings, while he 
daily meditates new slaughter and conquests? 
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' For mere mau, when giddy witb unbridled 
3 an tusatiatc ido), not to be appcnsed witli 
offered to his pride, which may be puAed 
p by the adulation of a b»se and prostrate world 

I opinion that he is something more ihuD 
:, by being something less : and, alas, what 

jA» there that mortal man will not believe ofhimself, 
r'wheii complimented with the attributes ot' God^ 

II tliea eoneeive thoughts of a power as omui- 
* present aa his. But, should there be such a fue of 
u.nankind now upon earth, have our sins so far pro- 
Lvoked Heaven, that we are left utterly naked to hi* 

'y? Is there no power, no leader, no genius, that 

n conduct and animate us to our death, or to our 

;e'( Yes; our great God never gave one to 

reign by his permisaion,buthegave to another also 

f ito reign by his grace. 

' All the circumstances of the illustrious life o( 

\ our prince seem tu have conspired to make him the 

I'check and bridle of tyranny ; for his mind has beeu 

L^trcDgthencd and confirmed by one continued 

BMruggle, andHeavcn has educated him by adversity 

l-'to a quick sense of the distresses and miseries of 

H mankind, which he was born to redress. In just 

!■ ccorn of the trivial glories and light ostentations of 

I. power, that glorious instrument of Providence, 

|i moves, like that, in a steady, calm, and silent 

independent either of applause or calumny ; 

^iwhich renders him, if not in a political, yet in a 

moral, a philosophic, an heroic, and a Christian 

se, an absolute monarch : who satisfied with this 

hangeable. Just, and ample glory, must needs 

n all his regards from himself to the service of 

ers; for he begins hia enterprises with his own 

re in the success of them; for integrity bears 

a itself its reward, norcHO thatwhichdepcudsnot 

tt event ever know disappointment. 
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* With the undoubted character of a glorious cap- 
tain, and (what he much more values than the most 
splendid titles) that of a sincere and honest man, 
he is the hope and stay of Europe, an universal 
good; not to be engrossed by us only, for distant 
potentates implore his friendship, and injured em- 
pires court his assistance. He rules the world, not 
by an invasion of the people of the earth, but the 
address of its princes ; and, if that world should be 
again roused from the repose which his prevailing 
anus had given it, why should we not hope that 
there is an Almighty, by whose influence the terri- 
ble enemy that thinks himself prepared for battle 
may find he is but ripe for destruction ? — and that 
there may be in the womb of time great incidents, 
which may make the catastrophe of a prosperous 
life as unfortunate as the particular scenes of it 
were successful?— for there does not want a skilful 
eye and resolute arm to observe and grasp the oc- 
casion. A prince, who from — 
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Fuii Hium et ingena 
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^Troy is no more, and Iliam was a town." 

Dryoen. 
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N- 517. THURSDAY, OCT. 23, 1712. 



Heupietoi! heu prisca fides! 

ViRG. ^n. vi. 8T8. 

Mirror of aneient faitli ! 
Undaanted worth! loTiolable truth ! 

DnYDEN. 

We last night received a piece of ill news at our 
club, which very sensibly afflicted every one of 
us. I question not but my readers themselves willb« 
troubled at the hearing of it. To keep them no 
longer in suspense, Sir Roger de Coverley is dead ! 
He departed this life at his house in the country, 
after a few weeks* sickness Sir Andrew Freeport 
has a letter from one of his correspondents in those 
parts, that informs him the old man caught a cold at 
the county-sessions, as he was very warmly pro<* 
moting an address of his own penning, in which he 
succeeded according to his wishes. But this par- 
ticular comes from a whig justice of peace, who 
was always Sir Roger's enemy and antagonist. I 
have letters both from the chaplain and Captain 
Sentry, which mention nothing of it, but are filled 
with many particulars to the honour of the good 
old man. I have likewise a letter from the butler, 
who took so much care of me last summer when I 
was at the knight's house. As my friend the but- 
ler mentions, in the simplicity of his heart, several 
circumstances the others have passed over in si- 
lence, 1 shall give my reader a copy of his letter, 
without any alteration or dimunition. 

* HONOURED SIR, 

* Knowing that you was my old master's 
good friend, I could not forbear sending you the 
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melancholy news of his death, which has afflicted 
the whole country, as well as his poor servants, 
who loved him, I may say, better than we did our 
lives. I am afraid he caught his death the last 
county-sessions, where he would go to see justice 
done to a poor widow woman, and her fatherless 
children, that had been wronged by a neighbouring 
gentleman; for you know, sir, my good master, 
was always the poor man's friend. Upon his coming 
home, the first complaint he made was, that he had 
lost his roast-beef stomach, not being able to touch 
a sirloin, which was served up according to custom ; 
and you know he used to take great delight in it. 
From that time forward he grew worse and worse, 
but still kept a good heart to the last. Indeed we 
were once in great hope of his recovery, upon a 
kind message that was sent him from the widow 
lady whom he had made love to the forty last years 
of his life ; but this only proved a lightning before 
death. He has bequeathed to this lady, as a token 
of his love, a great pearl necklace, and a couple of 
silver bracelets set with jewels, which belonged to 
my good old lady his mother. He has bequeathed 
the fine white gelding that he used to ride a hunting 
upon to his chaplain, because he thought be would 
be kind to him ; and has left you all his books. He 
has, moreover, bequeathed to the chaplain a very 
pretty tenement with good lands about it. It being 
a very cold day when he made his will, he left for 
mourning to every man in the parish a great frize- 
coat, and to every woman a black riding-hood. It 
was a moving sight to see him take leave of his 
poor servants, commending us all for our fidelity, 
whilst we were not able to speak a word for weep- 
ing. As we most of us are grown grey-headed in 
our dear master's service, he has left us pensions 
and legacies, which we may live very comfortably 

VOL. XIV. c 
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Upon the rcniFtiiiing part of our days. He has be- 
(]iiealheil a great deal more in chanty, which is not 
yet come to my knowledge ; and it is peremptorily 
Haid in the parish, that he has left money la build 
a steeple to the church ; for he was heard to say 
aome time ago, that, if he lived two years longer, 
Coverley church should have a steeple to it. The 
chaplain tells every body that he made a very good 
end, and never speaks of him without tears. He 
was buried, according to his own directions, among 
the family of the Coverleys, on the left hand of 
his father Sir Arthur. The coffin was carried by six 
of his tenants, and the pali held up by six of the 
quorum. The whole parish followed the corpse 
with heavy hearts, and in their moumtog suits; 
the raen in frize, and the women in riding-hoods. 
Captain Sentry, my master's nephew, has tnken 
possession of the Hall-house, and the whole estate. 
When my old master saw him a little before his 
death, he shook him by the hand, ttnd wished him 
joy of the estate which was felling to him, desiring 
him only to make a good use of it, and to pay the 
several legacies, and the gifts of charity, which he 
told him he had left as quit rents upon the estate. 
The captain truly seems a courteous man, though 
he says but little. He makes much of those whom 
my master loved, and shews great kindness to the 
old house-dog, that you know my poor master was 
so fond of. It would have gone to your heart to 
have heard the moans the dumb creature made on 
the day of my master's death. He has never joyed 
himself since; no more has any of us. It was the 
melancholiest day for the poor people that ever 
happened inWorcestersliire. This being all from, 
' Honoured Sir, 

' Your most sorrowful servant, 

■ ' EDWARD EISI 
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* P.S. My master desired^ some weeks before 
he died, that a book, which comes up to you by 
the carrier, should be given to Sir Andrew Freeport 
in his name/ 

This letter, notwithstanding the poor butler's 
manner of writing it, gave us such an idea of our 
good old friend, that upon the reading of it there 
was not a dry eye in the club. Sir Andrew, open- 
ing the book, found it to be a collection of acts of 
parliament. There was in particular the Act of 
Uniformity, with some passages in it marked by Sir 
Hoger's own hand. Sir Andrew found that they 
related to two or three passages which he had dis- 
puted with Sir Roger, the last time he appeared at 
the club. Sir Andrew, who would have been merry 
at such an incident on another occasion, at the 
sight of the old man's writing burst into tears, and 
put the book in his pocket. Captain Sentry in- 
forms me that the knight has left rings and mourn^ 
>pg for every one in the club, 0« 
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N*518. FRIDAY, OCT. 24, 1712. 



Miaerum est alioncm incumberefama 



Ne coUapaa ruant Bubductis ftcta columnit. 

Jot. Sat. yilL 76. 

-^s poor relying on another's fame ; 
For, take the pillars but away, and all 
The sn^rftructure must in ruins fall. 

Stepnbt. 

This being a day of business with me, I must 
make the present entertainment like a treat at an 
house-warming, out of such presents as have been 
sent me by my guests. The first dish which I serve 
up is a letter come fresh to my hand. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* It is with inexpressible sorrow that I 
hear of the death of good Sir Roger, and do heartily 
condole with you upon so melancholy an occasion. 
I think you ought to have blackened the edges of 
a paper which brought us so ill news, and to 
have had it stamped likewise in black. It is ex- 
pected of you that you should write his epitaph, 
and, if possible, fill his place in the club with as 
worthy and diverting a member. I question not 
but you will receive many recommendations from 
the public of such as will appear candidates for 
that post. 

* Since I am talking of death, and have men- 
tioned an epitaph, I must tell you, sir, that I have 
made discovery of a church-yard in which I believe 
you might spend an afternoon with great pleasure 
to yourself and to the public. It belongs to the 
tf hurch of Stebon-Heath, commonly called Stepney. 



N" 618. SPECTATOR. 197 

Whether or no it be that the people of that parish 
have a particular genius for an epitaph, or that there 
be some poet among them who undertakes that work 
by the great, I cannot tell ; but there are more re- 
markable inscriptions in that place than in any 
other I have met with ; and I may say, without 
vanity, that there is not a gentleman in England 
better read in tomb-stones than myself, my studies 
having laid very much in church-yards. I shall 
beg leave to send you a couple of epitaphs, for a 
sample of those I have just now mentioned. They 
are written in a different manner ; the first being 
in the difused and luxuriant, the second in the 
close contracted style. The first has much of the 
simple and pathetic ; the second is something light, 
but nervous. The first is thus : 

** Here Thomas Sapper lies interr'd. Ah why \ 
Born in New England, did in London die ; 
Was the third son of eight, begot upon 
His mother Martha, by his father John, 
Mnch favoured by his prince he 'gan to be, 
But nipt by death at th' age of twenty-three* 
Fatal to him was that we small-pox name. 
By which his mother and two brethren came 
Also to breathe their last, nine years before^ 
And now have left their father to deplore 
The loss of all his children, with his wife. 
Who was the joy and comfort of his life.'' 

* The second is as follows : 

" Here lies the body of Daniel Saul, 
Spitalfields weaver, and that's all." 

< I will not dismiss you, whilst I am upon this suh- 
lect, without sending a short epitaph which I once 
met'with, though I cannot possibly recollect the 
place The thought of it is serious, and in my 
^ S3 
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opinion the finest that I ever met with upon this 
occasion. You know, sir, it is usual, after having 
told us the name of the person who lies interred, 
to launch out into his praises. This epitaph takes 
a quite contrary turn, having been made by the 
person himself some time before his death. 

** Hie jacet R. C in expectatione diei supremi. 
QualiM erai dies iste indieabitJ' 

" Here lieth R. C. in expectation of the last day. 
What sort of a man he was that day will discover." 

* I am. Sir, &c.' 

The following letter is dated from Cambridge. 

' SIR, 

' IJaving lately read among your specu- 
lations an essay upon physiognomy, I cannot but 
think that, if you made a visit to this ancient uni- 
versity, you might receive very considerable lights 
upon that subject, there being scarce a young fellow 
in it who does not give certain indications of his 
particular humour and disposition, conformable to 
the rules of that art. In courts and cities every 
body lays a constraint upon his countenance, and 
endeavours to look like the rest of the world ; but 
the youth of this place, having not yet formed them- 
selves by conversation, and the knowledge of the 
world, give their limbs and features their full play. 
' As you have considered human nature in all its 
lights, you must be extremely well apprised, that 
there is a very close correspondence between the 
outward and the inward man ; that scarce the least 
dawning, the least parturiency towards a thought 
can be stirring in the mind of man, without produc- 
ing II suitable revolution in his exteriors, which will 
easily discover itself to an adept in the theory of the 
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phiz. Hence it is that the intrinsic worth and merit 
of a son ofAlma Mater is ordinarily calculated from 
the cast of his visage, the contour of his person, 
the mechanism of his dress, the disposition of his 
limhs, the manner of his gait and air, with a num- 
ber of circumstances of equal consequence and in- 
formation. The practitioners in this art often make ' 
use of a gentleman s eyes to give them light into 
the posture of his brains; take a handle from his 
nose to judge of the size of his intellects; and in- 
terpret the overmuch visibility and pertness of one 
ear as an infaJlible mark of reprobation, and a sign 
-the owner of so saucy a member fears neither God 
tior man. In conformity to this scheme, a contracted 
brow, a lumpish downcast look, a sober sedate pace, 
with both hands dangling quiet and steady in lines 
exactly parallel to each lateral pocket of his galli- 
gaskins, is logic, metaphysics, and mathematics, 
in perfection. So likewise the belles lettres are 
typified by a saunter in the gait, a fall of one wing 
of the peruke backward, an insertion of one hand 
in the fob, and a negligent swing of the other, with 
a pinch of right fine Barcelona between finger and 
thumb, a due quantity of the same upon the upper 
lip, and a noddle-case loaden with pulvil. Again, 
a grave solemn stalking pace is heroic poetry, and 
politics; an unequal one, a genius for the ode, and 
the modern ballad ; and an open breast, with an 
audacious display of the Holland shirt, is construed 
a fatal tendency to the art military. 

* I might be much larger upon these hints, but 
I know whom I write to. If you can graft any spe- 
culation upon them, or turn them to the advantage 
of the persons concerned in them, you will do a 
work very becoming the British Spectator, and 
oblige, 

* Your very humble servant, 

* TOM TWEER.' 
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There are some living creatures which are raised 
just ahove dead matter^ To mention only that spe- 
cies of shell-iish, which are formed in the fashion 
of a cone, that grow to the surface of several rocks, 
and immediately die upon their being severed from 
the place where they grow. There are many other 
creatures but one remove from these, which have 
no other sense but that of feeling and taste. Others 
have still an additional one of hearing ; others of 
smell, and others of sight. It is wonderful to ob- 
serve by what a gradual progress the world of life 
advances through a prodigious variety of species, 
before a creature is formed that is complete in all 
its senses; and even among these there is such 
a different degree of perfection in the senses which 
one animal enjoys beyond what appears in anor 
Iher, that, though the sense in diAerent animals 
be distinguished by the same commoi^ dcnomir 
nation, it seems almost of a di£fereut nature. If 
after this we look into the several inward perfect 
lions of cunning and sagacity, or what we generally 
call instinct, we find them rising after the same man-r 
ncr imperceptibly one above another, and receiving 
additional improvements, according to the species 
in which they are implanted. This progress in 
nature is so very gradual, that the most perfect of 
an inferior species comes very near to the most 
imperfect of that which is immediately above it. 

The exuberant and overflowing goodness of the 
Supreme Being, whose mercy extends to all his 
works, is plainly seen, as I have before hinted frqm 
liis having made so very little matter, at least what 
falls within our knowledge, that does not swarm 
with life. Nor is his goodness less seen in the di- 
versity than in the multitude of Jiving creatures, 
licul he only made one species of animals, none of 
tlie rest would have enjoyed the happiness of exists- 
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eiice: be has^ therefore, specified in his creation 
every degree of life, every capacity of being. The 
ivbole chasm in natnre, from a plant to a man, is 
filled up with divers kinds of creatures, rising one 
over another, by such a gentle and easy ascent, that 
the little transitions and deviations from one spe^ 
cies to another are almost insensible. This inter-^ 
mediate space is so well husbanded and managed, 
that there is scarce a degree of perception which 
does not appear in some one part of the world 
of life. Is the goodness or the widom of the Divine 
Being more manifested in this his proceeding? 

There is a consequence, besides those I have al- 
ready mentioned, which seems very naturally de- 
ducible from the foregoing considerations. If the 
scale of being rises by such a regular progress so 
high as man, we may, by a parity of reason, sup- 
pose that it still proceeds gradually through those 
beings which are of a superior nature to him : since 
there is an infinitely greater space and room for 
different degrees of perfection between the Supreme 
Being and man, than between man and the most 
despicable insect. This consequence of so great a 
variety of beings which are superior to us, from that 
variety which i^ inferior to us, is made by Mr. 
Locke, in a passage which I shall here set down, 
after having premised, that notwithstanding there 
is such infinite room between man and his Maker 
for the creative power to exert itself in, it is impossi- 
ble that it should ever be filled up, since there will be 
still an infinite gap or distance between the highest 
created being and the Power which produced him. 

'That there should be more species of intelligent 
creatures above us, than there are of sensible and 
material below us, is probable to me from hence: 
that in all the visible corporeal world we see no 
chasms, or no gaps. All quite down from us the 
descent is by easy steps, and a continued series of 
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things, Ihat in eacli remove dilTer very little one 
iVom the other. There are fialies that have wings, 
and are not strangers to the airy region; and there 
are some liirds that are inhabitants of the water, 
whose blood is as cold as lishes, and their flesh so 
like in taate, that the scrupulous are allowed them 
oiijishdays. There are animals so near of kin both 
to birds and beasts, that they are in the middle be- 
tween both. Amphibious animals link the terres- 
trial and aquatic together. Seals live at land and at 
sea, and porpoises have the warm blood and the en- 
trails of aliog; not to mention what is confidently 
reported of mermaids, or sea-men, there are some 
brutes that seem to have as much knowledge and 
reason as some part that are called men ; und the 
animal and vegetable kingdoms are so nearly joined, 
that if you will take the lowest of one, and the high- 
est of the other, there will scarce be perceived any 
great difference between them : and so on, until we 
come to the lowest and the most inorganical parts of 
matter, we shall find every where that the several 
species are linked together, and dilfer but in almost 
insensible degrees. And, when we consider the infi- 
nite power and wisdom of the Maker, wehave reason 
tothiuk thatitis suitable to the magnificent harmo- 
ny of the universe, and the great design and infinite 
goodness of the Architect, that the species of crea- 
tures should also by geutle degrees ascend upward 
from us toward his intinite perfection, as we see they 
gradually descend from us downward: which if it 
be probable, we have reason then to be persuaded 
that there are far more species of creatures above 
UB than there are beneath ; we being in degrees of 
perfection much more remote from the infinite 
being of God, than we are from the lowest state 
of being, and that which approaches nearest to 
nothing. And yet of all those distinct s 
have no clear distinct ideas.' 
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Ir ibis system of being, there is no creature so 
wonderful 16 its nature, and which so much deserves 
our particular attention, as man, who fills up the 
middle space between the animsd and intellectual 
nature, the visible and invisible world, and is that 
link in the chain of beings which has been often 
termed the nexus tUriusque muntU. So that he, who 
in one respect, being associated with angels and 
archilngels, may look upon a Being ' of infinite 
perfection' as his father, and the highest order of 
spirits as bis brethren, may in another respect say 
to corruption, * Thou art my father ; and to the 
worm. Thou art my mother and my sister/ 

O. 
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Quia desidei'io sit pudor ant modus 
Tarn chari capitisj 

HoR. 1 Od. xxiv. 1; 

And who can grieve too much ? What time shall end 
Our mourning for so dear a friend P 

Creech. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

' The just value you have expressed for 
the matrimonial state is the reason that I now ven- 
ture to write to you, without fear of being ridicu- 
lous ; and confess to you that though it is three 
months since I lost a very agreeable woman, who 
was my wife, my sorrow is still fresh ; and I am 
often, in the midst of company, upon any circum- 
stance that revives her memory, with a reflexion 

VOL. XIV. D 
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what she would say or do on such an occasion: I say 
upon any occurrence of that nature, which I can 
gire you a sense of, though I cannot express it 
wholly^ I am all over softness, and am obliged to 
retire and give way to a few sighs and tears before 
I can be easy. I cannot but recommend the sub- 
ject of male widowhood to you, and beg of you te 
touch upon it by the first opportunity. To those 
who had not lived like husbands during the lives of 
their spouses this would be a tasteless jumble of 
words ; but to such (of whom there are not a few) 
who have enjoyed that state with the sentiments 
proper for it^ you will have every line, which hits 
the sorrow, attended with a tear of pity and conso- 
lation ; for I know not by what goodness of Provi- 
dence it is that every gush of passion is a step to-* 
wards the relief of it; and there is a certain com- 
fort in the very act of sorrowing, which, I suppose^ 
arises from a secret consciousness in the mind, 
that the affliction it is under flows from a virtuous 
cause. My concern is not indeed so outrageous as 
at the first transport : for I think it has subsided 
rather into a soberer state of mind than any actual 
perturbation of spirit. There might be rules form- 
ed for men*s behaviour on this great incident, to 
bring them from that misfortune into the condition 
I am at present; which is, I think, that my sorrow 
has converted all roughness of temper into meek- 
ness, good-nature, and complacency. But indeed, 
when in a serious and lonely hour I present my 
departed consort to my imagination, with that air 
of persuasion in her countenance when I have 
been in passion, that sweet affability when I have 
been in good-humour, that tender compassion 
when I have had any thing which gave me uneasi- 
ness ; I confess to you I am inconsolable, and my 
e)es gush with grief, as if I had seen her just then 
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^expire. In lliis condition I am broken in upon hy 
charming joung woman, my duuglitcr, who is the 

S" itture of what her mother was on litr weddiug- 
ay. Thegoodgirlstriveatncomfortnie; but how 

E -shall I let you know that all the comfort she gives 
tears flow more easily ? The child 

'Anowa she iiuickens my sorrows, aud rejoices my 
heart at the same time. Ob, ye learuedl tell me by 
what word lo apeak a motion of the soul for which 
there is no oame. When she kneels, aud bids me 
be comforted, she is my child: when I lake her iu 
my arms, and bid her say uo more, she is my very 
wife, and is the very comforter I lament the loss of. 
I banish her the room, and weep aloud that I have 
lost her mother, and that I have her. 

' Mr. Spectator, I wish it were possible for you 
lo have a sense of these pleasing perplexities ; you 
might communicate to the guilty part of mankind 
Ihat ihey are incapable of the happiness which ia 
in the very sorrows of the virtuous. 

* But pray spare me a Utile longer; give me leave 
to tell you the manner of her death. She took leave 
of all her family, and bore ihe vain application of 
medicines with the greatest palieoce imaginable, 
Wbcu the physician told her she must certainly die, 
she desired as well as she could that all who were 
present, except myself, might depart the room. She 
said she had nothing to say, for she was resigned, 
aud I knew all she knew that concerned ns iti |his 
world; but she desjred to be ijlane, that in the pre- 
sence of God only she might, without interruption, 
do her last duty to me, of thanking me for all my 
kindness to her: adding that she hoped in my last 
moments 1 should feel the same comfort for my 
goodness to her, as she did in that she had aciinilT 
ie4 befsclf with honour, truth, aud virtue, to me, 
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' I curb myself, and will not tell you lliat tliia 
kiiitlness cut niy heart in Iwain, wlien I expected an 
accusation for some passiouiitc start.s of iiiiae, id 
aome parts of our lime together, to say nothing but 
thank me for the good, if there una any good suit- 
able to her own excellence I All that I hiul ever said 
to her, all the circumstnnces of sorrow and joy be- 
tween us, crowded upon my mind in the same in- 
slant : and when, immediatelv after, I saw the pungt 
of death come upon that dear hody which I had 
often embraced ntlb transport; when I saw those 
chenshing eyes begin to be ghastly, and their last 
struggle to be Id fix themselves on me, how did I 
lose all pallence! She expired in my arms, and in 
my distraction I thought I saw her hosoin still heave. 
There was certainly life yet still left. 1 cried, she 
Just now gpokc to me, But, alas! I grew giddy, 
and all things moved about me, from the distemper 
ofmy own head; for the best of women was breath- 
less and gone for ever. 

■ Now the doclriuc 1 would, nielhinks, have you 
raise from this account I have given you, is, that 
there is a certain equananimity in those who are good 
and just, which runs in their very sorrow, and dis- 
appoints the force of it. Though they must pass 
through afflictions in common with alt i»ho are in 
human nature, yet their conscious integiity shall un- 
dermine their affliction; nay, thai very a Miction 
shall add force to their integrity, from a reSeotion of 
the use of virtue in the hourof afHiction. I sat down 
with a design to put you upon giving us rules how to 
overcome such griefs as these, but 1 should rather 
advise you to teach men to be capable of them. 

' You men of letters have what you call the fine 
taste in your apprehensions of what ts properly done 
or said. There Is sotueihing like this deeply grafted 
in the soul of him who Is honest and faithful ii -" 
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his thoughts and actions. Every thing which is false^ 
iricious, or unworthy, is despicable to him, though 
all the world should approve it. At the same time 
he has the most living sensibility in all enjoyments 
and sufferings which it is proper for him to have 
where any duty of life is concerned. To want sor^ 
row when you in decency and truth should be af- 
flicted, is, I should think, a greater instance of a 
man's being a blockhead than not to know the 
beauty of any passage in Virgil. You have not yet 
observed, Mr. Spectator, that the fine gentlemen of 
jthis age set up for hardness of heart ; and humanity 
lias very little share in their pretences. He is ja 
brave fellow who is always ready to kill a man he 
hates, but he does not stand in the same degree of 
esteem who laments for the woman he loves. I 
should fancy you might work up a thousand pretty 
thoughts, by reflecting upon the persons most 
susceptible of the sort of sorrow I have spoken of; 
and I dare say you will find upon examination that 
they are the wisest and the bravest of mankind 
who are the most capable of it. 

Norwich, * I am Sir, 

70 Octobris, * Yo^^ humble servant. 

1712. f , 

T. ^' '' 
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Vera r edit fades, dUsimulata pent, 

P Arb. 

The real face retains, the counterfeit is lost, 
' MU. SPECTATOR, 

' I HAVE been for many years loud in this 
assertion, that there are very few tliat can see or 
hear ; I mean, that can report what they have seen 
or heard: and this through incapacity or prejudice, 
one of which disables almost every man who talks 
to you from representing things as he ought. For 
which reason I am come to a resolution of believ- 
iug nothing I heas4 and I contemn the man given to 
narrations under the appellation of *' a matter- of- 
fact man :" and, according to mc, a matter-of-fact 
man is one whose life and conversation is spent in 
the report of what is not matter of fact. 

* 1 remember when prince Eugene was here, there 
was no knowing his height of figure, until you, Mr. 
Spectator, gave the public satisfaction in that mat- 
ter. In relations the force of the expression lies very 
'•'often more in the look, the tone of voice, or the ges- 
ture, than the words themselves; which, being re- 
peated in any other manner by the undiscerning, 
bear a very different interpretation from their origi- 
nal meaning. I must confess I formerly have 
turned this humour of mine to very good account; 
for whenever I heard any narration uttered with ex- 
traordinary vehemence, and grounded upon consi- 
derable authority, I was always ready to lay any 



N'*621. spectator; 211 

wager that it was not so. Indeed I never pretended 
to be so rash as to fix the matter any particular way 
in opposition to theirs ; but as there are a hundred 
ways of any thing happening, besides that it has 
happened, I only controverted its falling out in that 
one manner as they settled it, and left it to the ninety- 
nine other ways, and consequently had more proba- 
bihty of success. I had arrived at a particular skill 
in warming a man so far in his narrations as to make 
iiini throw in a little of the marvellous, and then, if 
he has much iire, the next degree is the impossible. 
Now this is always the time for fixing I he wager. 
But this requires the nicest management, otherwise 
very probably the dispute may arise to the old deter- 
mination by battle. In these conceits I have been 
very fortunate, and have won some wagers of those 
who have professedly valued themselves upon in- 
telligence, and put themselves to the great charge 
and expense to be misinformed considerably sooner 
than the rest of the world. 

* Having got a comfortable sum by this my opposi- 
tion to public report, I have brought myself now tO: 
so great a perfection in inattention^ more especially 
to party-relation, that, at the same time I seem with 
greedy ears to devour up the discourse, 1 certainly do 
not know one word of it, but pursue my own course 
of thought, whether upon business or amusement, 
with much tranquillity ; 1 say inattention, because a 
late act of parliament^ has secured all party-Uars 
from the penalty of a wager, and consequently made 
it unprofitable to attend to them. However, good- 
breeding obliges a man to maintain the figure of the 
keenest attention, the true posture of which in a 

* Stat. 7 Anne. cap. 17.— By it all wagers laid upon & 
contingency relating to the war with France were declared 
to be void. 
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i'i)f)'re-[u)usc I Inke to consist ill leaning over a lalile 
wil li the edge of it pressing liard upon your sloDiach: 
fur tliu mort' pain the narratiou is received with, the 
more grucioiis is your bending over; bestdea 
I he narrator thinks you forget jour pain by 
pleasure of hearing him. 

' Tort Knock has occasioned several very per^ 
plexed and inelegant heats and animosities ; and 
there wag one tlie olher day, in a coHee-house where 
1 was, that look upon him to clear that business to 
ine, for he eaid he was there. I knew him to be 
thai sort of nmn that had not strength of capacity 
III be informed of any thing that deiiended merely 
upon his being an eye-witness, and therefore was 
fidly salislJed lie could give me no information, for 
the very same rcUiiDn he believed he could, for he 
w»n there. However, I heard him with the same 
greediness as Shakespeare desenbes in the followige 
lines: Id 

"I lawa fimitli fluid on his tinmmer, tlins, ^^M 

With open raoutli, gwalloning a laylor*» news," ^3 

'I confess of late 1 havenot been so much amazed 
Hi the dedaimers iu cotTee-bouses as I formerly was, 
being satisfied that Ihey expect to be rewarded for 
Iheu' vocifcrutiom. Of these liars there are two sorts : 
the genius of the first consists in much impudence, 
iiind a strong memory; the others have added to 
these qnalifi cations a good understanding and 
Binoolh language. These therefore have only cer- 
tain heads, which they are as eloquent upon as they 
can, and may be called "embellishers;" the olherd 
repeat only what they hear from others as literally 
as their paris or zeal will permit, and are called " re- 
citers." Here was a fellow Id town some years ago, 
wlio used lo divert himself by Iclliiiga lie al Charing- 
LToas in the murniog at eight of ihe cluck. 
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following it through all parts of the town until eight 
at night; at which time he came to a club of his 
friends, and diverted them with an account what 
censure it had at Will's in Covent-Garden, how dan- 
gerous it was believed to be at Child's, and what in- 
ference they drew from it with relation to stocks at 
Jonathan's. I have had the honour to travel with 
this gentleman I speak of in search of one of his 
falsehoods ; and have been present when they havJs 
described the very man they have spoken to, as 
him who first reported it, tall or short, black or 
fair, a gentleman or a i-againuffin, according as they 
liked the intelligence. I have heard one of our in- 
genious writers of news say, that, when he has had 
a customer with an advertisement of an apprentice 
or a wife run away, he has desired the advertiser to 
compose himself a little before he dictated the de- 
scription of the offender: for when a person is put 
in a public paper by a man who is angry with him^ 
the real description of such person is hid in the 
ileformity with which the angry man describes 
him; therefore this fellow always made his cus- 
tomers describe him as he would the day before 
he ofi^ended, or else he was sure he would never 
iiud him out. These and many other hints I 
could suggest to you for the elucidation of all 
fictions; but I leave it to your own sagacity to 
improve or neglect this speculation. 

'I am, Sir, 

* Your most obedient, 
Ti ' humble Servant/ 
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Adjuro nunquam earn me deMCiturum; 

A(/n, »i cainundoH miM iciam ease inimicttt omtus homifies. 
Ilanv mUu erjutlirij coniigii^ conveniurt mores : raUaiit^ 
Qui inter nna discidium volmit: hunc nisi moTM^ mi adimet 
nemo. 

/ Ter. Andr. Act. iv. Sc. 2. 



I swear never to forsake her ; no, though I were snre to 
make ail men my enemies. Her I desired ; her I havf 
obtained ; our humours agree. Perish all those who 
would separate us ! Death alone shall deprive me of 
her. 

I SHOULD esteem myself a very happy man if my 
speculation could in tiie least contribute to tberecr 
tifying the conduct of my readers in one of tbe most 
important affairs of life, to wit^ their choice in mar- 
riage. This state is the foundation of community, 
and the chief band of society ; and 1 do not think I 
can be too frequent on subjects which may give light 
to my unmarried readers in a particular which is so 
essential to their following happiness or misery. A 
virtuous disposition, a good understapding, an 
iigrceabie person, and an easy fortune, are tbe things 
wlhich bhould be chiefly regarded on this occasion. 
Because my present view is to direct a young lady, 
\vho I think is now in doubt whom to take of many 
lovers, 1 shall talk at this time to my female readers. 
The advantages, as I was going to say, of sense, 
beauty, and riches, are what are certainly the chief 
jndtives to a prudent young woman of fortune for 
t'lianging her condition; but, as she is to have her 
eye upon each of these, she is to ask herself, whe- 
ther the man who has most of these recommend^-? 
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tions in the lamp is not the most desirable.^ He that 
has excellent talents, with a moderate estate, and an 
agreeable person, is preferable to him who is only 
rich| if it were only that good faculties may purchase 
riches^ but riches cannot purchase worthy endow- 
ments. I do not mean that wit, and a capacity to 
entertain, is what should be highly valued, except 
it is founded on good nature and humanity. There 
are many ingenious men, whose abilities do Uttle 
else but make themselves and those about them 
uneasy. Such are those who are far gone in the 
pleasures of the town, whp cannot. support life with- 
out quick sensations and gay reflections, and are 
strangers to tranquillity, to right reason, and a calm 
motion of spirits, without transport or dejection. 
1 hese ingenious men, of all men living, are most to 
be avoided by her who would be happy in a hus- 
band. They are immediately sated with posses- 
sion,, and must necessarily fly to new acquisitions of 
beauty to pass away the wiling moments and inter- 
vals of life; for with them every hour is heavy that 
is not joyful: But there is a sort of man of wit and 
sense, that can reflect upon his own make, and thai: 
of his partner, with eyes of reason and honour, and 
-who believes he oflends against both these, if .he 
does not look upon the woman who chose him to 
be under his protection in sickness and health wiiii 
the utmost gratitude, whether from that moment 
she is shining or defective in person or mind : I say, 
there are those who think themselves bound to sup- 
ply with good-nature the failings of those who love 
them, and who always think those the objects of 
love and pity who came to their arms the objt-cis 
of love and admiration. 

Of this latter sort is Lysander, a man of wit, 
learning, sobriety, and good^n^ure; of birth and 
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estate below no woman to accept ; and of whom it 
might be «aid, should he succeed in his present 
wishes, his mistress raised his fortune, but not that 
she made rt. When a woman is deliberating with her- 
self whom she shall choose of many near each other 
in other pretensions, certainly he of best understand- 
ing is to be preferred. Life hangs heavily in the 
repeated conversation of one who has no imagina- 
tion to be fired at the several occasions and objects 
which come before him, or who cannot strikeout of 
his reflections new paths of pleasing discourse. Ho- 
nest Will Thrush and his wife, though not married 
above four months, have scarce had a word to say 
to each other this six weeks; and one cannot form 
to one's self a sillier picture than these two creatures, 
in solemn pomp and plenty unable to enjoy their 
fortunes, and at a full stop among a crowd of ser- 
vants, to whose taste of life they are beholden for 
the little satisfactions by which they can be under- 
stood to be so much as barely in being. The hours 
of the day, the distinctions of noon and night, dinner 
and supper, are the greatest notices they are capable 
of. This is perhaps representing the life of a very 
modest woman, joined to a dull fellow, more insipid 
than it really deserves; but I am sure it is not to 
exalt the commerce with an ingenious companion 
too high, to say that every new accident or object, 
which comes in such a gentleman's way, gives his 
wife new pleasures and satisfactions. The appro- 
bation of his words and actions is a continued new 
feast to her; nor can she enough applaud her good 
fortune in having her life varied every hour, her 
mind more improved, and her heart more glad, from 
every circumstance which they meet with. He will 
lay out his invention in forming new pleasures and 
amusements, and make the fortui e she had brought 
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him subservient to the honour and reputation oflier 
And hers. A man of sense, who is thus obliged, is 
ever contriving the happiness of her who did him so 
great a distinction; while the fool is ungrateful 
without vice, and never returns a favour because he * 
is not sensible of it. I would, methinks, have so 
much to say for myself, that, if I fell into the hands 
of him who treated me ill, he should be sensible 
when he did so. His conscience should be of my 
9ide, whatever became of his inclination. I do not 
know but it is the insipid choice whicfi has been 
made by those who have the care of young women, 
fbat the marriage state itself has been liable to so 
much ridicule. But a well-chosen love, moved by 
passion on both sides, and perfected by the genero- 
sity of one party, must be adorned with so many 
handsome incidents on the other side, that every 
particular couple would be an example in many cir- 
cumstances to all the rest of the species. 1 shall 
end the chat upon this subject with a couple of 
letters ; one from a lover, who is very well ac- 
quainted with the way of bargaining on these occa- 
sions; and the other from his rival, who has a less 
estate, but great gallantry of temper. A^ to my 
man of prudence, he makes love, as he says, as if 
he were already a father, and, laying aside the pas- 
sion, comes to the reason of the thing. 

'MADAM, 

* My conusel has perused the inventory of 
your estate, and considered what estate you have, 
which it seems is only yours, and to the malc-hcirs 
of your body 5 but, in default of such issue, to the 
rigfit heirs of your uncle Edward for ever. Thus, 
madam, I am advised you cannot (the remainder not 
being in you) dock the entail ; by which means my 
estate, which is fee simple, will come by the settle- 
VOL. vii. u 
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meul proposed to your children begotten by me 
whether lliey are males or females: but my children 
begotten upon you will not inherit your lands, ex- 
cept I beget a son. Now, msdam, since things are 
so, you are a woman of that prudence, and under- 
stand the world so well, as not to expect I should 
gi*o you more than you can give me. 
< I am. Madam, 

' (with great respect) 

' Your iiioal obedient servant, 

' T. W.'i 

The other lover's estate is less than thii gentle- I 
inan'i, but he expressed himself as follows: 

• MADAM, 

I HAVE given in my estate to your counaci 

and desired my own lawyer to insist upon no terra 

which your friends can propose for your certain eaje 
and ndvanlage ; for indeed I have no nation of 
making diflicultics of presenting you with what can- 
not make me happy without you. 

' 1 am. Madam, ^M 

' Your mostdevoled humble servant„^| 



Ynu must know the relations have met upon tins; 
and the girl, being mightily taken with the latter 
epistle, she is laughed at, and uncle Edward is to be 
dealt with to make her a suitable match to the wor- 
thy gentleman who has told her he does not care a 
farthing for her, AUIhope for is, that the fair lady 
will make use of the lirst light night to shew B. T. „ 
she understands a murrmge is not to be conside 
as a commnn bargain. T. 
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Jntei'infj iHcamfert Anrriifu jumu per uui' 

Scilicet is lupeni iuiur 

Vine. JEn. U. 376. 

Ndi* Lycian lots, and niiw ilie Drllan god. 
New Hermes ii ein|)loyed frum Jove'a abode. 
To narn liim hcncR, ai if llie peaceful state 
OfhcRvesly powers were toucli'd witli liiunan fate ! 

DnVDKR. 

I AM always biglily delighted with the discovery of 
any riaing genius among my countrymen. For llii^ 
reason I have read over, wilh great pleasure, tlie 
late niiscellnny published by Mr, Pope, in wliicli 
there are many excellent compositions of that iiige- 
nions gentleman. I have had a pleasure of the 
game kind in perusing a poem that is just published 
On the Prospect of Peace ;* and which, I hope, will 
meet with such a reward from its patrons as so no- 
ble a performance deserves. I was particularly well 

E leased to tind that the author had not amused 
imself wilh tables out of the piigan theology, and 
that when he hints at any thing of this nature he 
nlludes to it only as to a fable. 

Many of our modem authors, whose learning very 
often extends no further ihanOvid'sMatamorphuscs, 
L do not know how to celebrate a great maii, without 
h nixing a parcel of school-boy tales with the recital 
I of his actions. If you read a poem una tine woman 
I among the authors of this class, you shall see that 
it turns more upon Venus or lldeu than on the parly 

• By Mr. Thomas Ticket. 
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concerned. I have known a copy of verses ou a 
great hero highly Ooramended : but, upon asking to 
hear some of the beautiful passages, the admirer 
of it has repeated to me a speech of Apollo, or a 
description of Polypheme. At other times, vi^hen I 
have searched for the actions of a great man, who 
gave a subject to the writer, I have been entertained 
with the exploits of a river god, or have been 
forced to attend a Fury in her mischievous progress, 
from one end of the poem to the other. When we 
are at school it is necessary for us to be acquainted 
with the system of pagan theology; and we may be 
allowed to enliven a theme, or point an epigram, 
with an heathen god ; but when we could write a 
manly panegyric that should carry in it all the 
colours of truth, nothing can be more ridiculous 
than to have recourse to our Jupiters and Jnnois. 

No thought is beautiful that is not just; and no 
thought can be just which is not founded in truth, 
or at least in that which passes for suph, 

In mock heroic poems the use of the heathen my« 
thoiogy is not only excuscable, but graceful, because 
it is the design of such compositions to divert by 
adaptiug the fabulous machines of the ancients to 
low subjects, and at the same time by ridicuh'ng 
such kinds of machinery in modern writers. If any 
are of opinion that there is a necessity of admitting 
these classical legends into our serious composi- 
tions, in order to give them a more poetical turn, I 
would recommend to their consideration the pasto? 
rals of Mr. Phillips. One would have thought it 
impossible for this kind of poetry to have subsisted 
without fawns and satyrs, wood-nymphs, and water- 
nymphs, with all the tribe of rural deities. But w« 
sec he has given a new life and a more natural 
beauty to this way of writing, by substituting in th? 
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i^lacc of these autJquated fables lite aiiperslittous 
luythology which prevaiU among \hp shepherds of 
'" ir owD country. 

Virgil and Homer might complimeiil their heroes, 
h^ interweaving the actions of deities with their 
^cbievments ; but for a Cbristiaa author to write in 
Jbe pagan creed, to make Prince Eugene a favourite 
! fyf Mars, or to carry on a correspondence between 
fielloua and the Marshal de Villars, would he dowu- 
fight puerility, and unpardonable in a poet that is 
past sixteen. It is want of sufHcient clcvalinn in a 
genius lo describe realities, and place them in a 
shining light, that makes him have recourse lo 
lluch trifling antiquated fables; as a man may write 
i fine description of Bacchus or Apollo ihat does 
iiot know how to draw the character oi any of his 
.contemporaries. 

In order therefore to put a stnp to this absurd 
practice. I shall publish the following edict, by vir- 
tue of that spectatorial authority with which 1 stand 
invested. 

' Whkkeas the lime of a general peace is, in all 
appearance, drawing near, being informed that 
there are several ingenious persons who intend lo 

I shew their talents on so happy an occasion; and 
1)eing willing, as much as in me lies, to prevent that 
tffusion of nonsense which wc have good cause to 
tpprehend ; I do hereby strictly require every per- 
son who shall write on this subject, to remember 
that he is a Christian, and not to sacrifice his cale- 
lehism lo his poetry. In order to it, I do expect of 
him in the first place to make his own poem, with- 
out depending upon Plicebns for any part of it, ur 
railing out for aid upon any one of the Muses by 
nuiue. I do likewise positively forbid the scndiuij; 
of Mercury with any particular message or dispatcli 
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relating to the peace, and shall by no means suffei^ 
Minerva to take upon her the shape of any pknipo-r 
tentiary concerned in this great work. I do further 
declare, that I shall not allow the Destinies to have 
had a hand in the.deaths of the several thousand^ 
who have been slain in the late war, being of opinion 
that all such deaths may be very well accounted for 
by the Christian system of powder and ball. I do 
therefore strictly forbid the Fates to cut the thread 
of man's life upon any pretence whatsoever, unless 
it be for the sake of the rhyme. And whereas [ 
have good reason to fear that Neptune will have a 
great deal of business on his hands, in several poems 
which we may now suppose are upon the anvil, I 
do also prohibit his appearance, unless it be done in 
metaphor, simile, or any verv short allusion ; and 
that even here he be not permitted to enter but witl^ 
great caution and circumspection, I desire that the 
same rule may be extended to his whole fraternity of 
heathen gods ; it being my design to condemn every 
poem to the flames in which Jupiter thunders, or 
exercises any other act of authority which does not 
belong to him ; in short, 1 expect that no pagan 
ageut shall be introduced, or any fact related, 
which a man cannot give credit to with a good conn 
science. Provided always, that nothing herein con- 
tained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
several of the female poets in this nation, who 
shall be still left in full possession of their gods 
apd goddesses, in the same manner as if thispaper 
bad never been vrritten. 

0- 
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. Sew. 
As the world kads, we follow* 

■ ^ 

When I first of all took it into my head to write 
dreams and visions, I determined to print nothing 
of that nature which was not of my own invention. 
But several laborious dreamers have of late com- 
municated to me works of this nature, which, for 
itibeir reputations and my own, I have hitherto sup* ' 
pressed. Had I printed every one that came to my 
hands, my book of speculations would have been 
little else but a book of visions. Some of my cor^ 
respondents have indeed been so very modest as^ 
to offer an excuse for their not being in a capacity 
to dream better^ I have by me, for example, the 
dream of a young gentleman not passed fifteen ; \ 
have likewise by me the dream of a person of qua- 
lity, and another called The.Lady'a Dream. \j\ 
these, and other pieces of the same nature, it is 
supposed the usual allowances will be made to the 
age, condition, and sex, of the dreamer. To pre-r 
vent this inundation of dreams, which daily flowai 
in upon me, I shall apply to all dreamers of dreams 
the advice which Epictetus has couched, after his 
manner, in a very simple and concise precept^ 
^ Never tell thy dreams,' says that philosopher; 
^ for though thou thyself mayest take a pleasure 
in telling thy dream, another will take no pleasure 
in hearing it.' After this short preface, I must do 
justice to two or three visions which I have lately 
published, and which I have owned to have been 
written by other h^nd;s, \ shall add a dream to 



*24 SPECTATOR. N' 3M. 

these which comes to me from Scotland, hy onr 
who devlares himself of that country ; aad, for all 
I know, may be second- sigh ted. There is, indeed, 
somethiDg ID it of the spint of John Bunyan ; but 
at the same time a certain sublime which that 
author was never master of. 1 shall publish it, 
because I question not but it will fall in with the 
taste of all my popular readers, and amuse the 
imaginations of those who are more profound ; 
declaring, at the same time, that this is the last 
dream which I intend to publish this season. 

' SIR, 

' I WAS last Sunday in the evening led 
into a serious reflection on the reasonableness of 
virtue, and great folly of vice, from an excellent 
aermon I bad heard that afternoon in my parish 
church. Among other observations the preacher 
shewed ua that the temptations which the tempter 
proposed are all on a supposition that we arc either 
mailmen or fools, or with an intention to render us 
such ; that in no other affair wc would suffer our- 
selves to be thus imposed upon, in a case ao plain- 
ly and clearly against our visible interest. His 
illustrations and arguments carried so much per- 
suasion and conviction with them, that they re- 
mained a considerable while fresh, and working 
in my memory; until at last the mind, fatigued 
with thought, gave way to the forcible oppres- 
sions of slumber and sleep; whilst fancy, unwilling 
yet to drop the subject, presented me with the 
following vision. 

' Methnught I was just awoke out of a sleep 
that I could never remember the beginning of; the 
place where I found myself to be was a wide and 
spacious plaiu, full of people that wandered up 
and dowil through ^eteral beaten paths, whereU 
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some few were straight^ and in direct lines, bu( 
luost of them windings and turning like a labyrinth ; 
but yet it appeared to me afterwards that these 
last all met }a one issue, so that many that seemed 
to steer quite contrary courses^ did at length meei 
and face one another, to the no little amazement 
pf many of them. 

'In the ^idst of the plain there was a great 
fountain; they called it the spring of Self-love; 
out of it issued two rivulets to the eastward an4 
westward : The name of the first was Heavenly^ 
Wisdom ; its water was wonderfully clear, but of a 
yet more wonderful effect : the other's name wa^ 
Worldly-Wisdom ; its water was thick, and yet far 
from being dormant or stagnating, for it was in a 
continual violent agitation ; which kept the travel* 
lers, whom I shall mention by and by, from being 
sensible of the foulness and t^ckness of the water i 
which had this effect, that it intoxicated those 
who drank it, and made them mistake every object 
that lay before them. Both rivulets were parted 
near their springs into so many others, as there 
were straight and crooked paths, whiph attended 
all along to their respective issues. 

' I observed from the several paths many bow 
and then diverting, to refresh and otherwise qualiiy 
themselves for their journey, to the respective rivQ* 
lets that ran near them : they contracted a very 
observable courage and steadiness in what they 
were about, by drinking these waters. At the end 
of the perspective of every straight path, all which 
did end in one issue and point, appeared a high 
pillar, all of diamond, casting rays as bright as 
those of the sun into the paths ; which rays had 
also certain sympathising and alluring virtues iq 
them, so that whosoever had made some consider^ 
^blc progress in his journey onw^ds towards tbt 
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pillar, by tlie repeated impression of these rays 
upon hini, wa.s wrought into an habitual inclination 
and conversion of bis sight towards it, so that it 
grew at last in a manner natural to tiini to look 
and gaze upon it, whereby he was kept steady in 
the straight paths, which alone le<l to that radiant 
body, the beholding of which was now grona a 
gratification to his nature. 

' At the issue of the crooked paths there was a 
great black tower, out of the centre of which 
streamed a long succession of flames, which di<l 
rise even above the clouds; it gave a very great 
bght to the whole plain, which did Bometimes out- 
shine the light, and oppressed the beams of the 
adamantine pillar; though by the observation I 
made afterwards, it appeared that it was not from 
any diminution of light, but that this lay in the tra- 
vellers, who would sometimes step out of straiglit 
paths, where they lost the full prospect of the ra- 
diant ptilar, and saw it but sideways : but the great 
light from the black tower, which was somewhat 
particularly scorching to them, would generally 
light and hasten ibem of their proper climate again. 

' Round about the black tower there were, me- 
thought, many thousands of huge mis-shapen 
ugly monsters ; these had great nets, which they 
were perpetually plying and casting towards the 
crooked paths, and they would now and then catch 
up those that were nearest to them ; these they 
took up straight, and whirled over the walls into 
the flaming tower, and they were no more seen 
uor heard of. 

' They would sometimes cast their nets towards 
the right paths to catch the stragglers, whose eyes, 
for want of drinking at the brook that run by them, 
grew dim, whereby they lost their way : these would 
■onietimes very narrowly miss being catched away, 
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Itut 1 could not )iear whether nny of tbese had ever 
Iteen so unfortunate, that had been before very 
hearty ia the straight paths. 

' I considered all these strange sights with great 
attention, until at last I was interrupted by acluslei 
of the travellers in the crooked paths, who came up 
to me, bid tae. go along with them, aud presently fell 
to singing and dancing : they took me by the hand, 
and so carried me away along with them, Al\er I 
had fallowed them a considerable while, 1 perceived 
[ had lost the black lower of light, at which 1 greatly 
wondered ; hut as I looked and gazed round about 
me, and saw nothing, I began to fancy my first vi- 
sion had been but a dream, and there was no such 
thing in reality; but then I considered that if I 
could fancy to see what was not, I might as well 
have an allusion wrought on me at present, and not 
see what was really before me. I was very much 
confirmed in this thought, by the effect I then just 
observed the water of Worldly -Wisdom had upon 
me ; for as I had drank a little of it again, I felt a 
very sensible effect in ny head : methought it dis- 
tracted and disordered all there ; this made me stop 
of a Rudden, suspeclingsome charm or enchantment. 
As I was casting about within myself what I should 
do, and whom to apply to in this case, I spied at 
some distance oif me a man beckoning, and making 
signs to me to come over to him. I cried to him, I 
did not know the way. tie llien called to me 
audibly, to step at least out of the path I was in ; 
for if I stayed there any longer I was in danger to 
be catched in a great net that was just hanging 
over me, and ready to catch me up; that he won- 
dered I was BO blind, or so distracted, as not to see 
so imminent and visible a danger ; assuring me, that 
as soon as I was out of that way, he would come to 
^^ca^neiuto a more secure path. This I did. 
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aiid he brought me liis prdm full of ihe wat^r of 
Hiravealy Wisdom, wliicli was of very grent ustt to 
me, for my eyes were straight cleared, and I saw the 
great black lower just before me ; but the great net 
which I spied so near me cast me in such a terror, 
that I ran back as far as I conld in one breath, with- 
out looking behind me. Then my benefactor (hui 
bespoke me : " Von have made (he wonderiulest 
escape in the world ; the water yon used to drink U 
of B bewitching nature, you would else liai-e been 
mightily shocked at the deformities and meanness of 
the place ; for beside the set of blind foots in whose 
company you was, you may now behold muny others 
who are only bewitched after another iiu less dan- 
gerous manner. Look a little that way, there goes a 
crowd of passengers ; they have indeed so good a 
head as not to suffer themselves to be blinded by 
this bewitching water; the black tower is not va- 
nished out of their sight, ihey see it whenever (hey 
look up to it : but see how they go sideways, and 
with their eye* downwards, as if they were mad, that 
they thus may rush into the net, without being be- 
fore-hand troubled at the thought of so miserable a 
destruction. Their wills are .10 perverse, and their 
hearts so fond of the pleasures of the place, that ra- 
ther than forego theiu they will run all hazards, and 
venture upon all the miseries and woes before Ihem. 
" See there that other company; though they 
should drink none of (he bewitching water, yet they 
take a course bewitching and deluding. See how 
they choose the crookedest paths, whereby they 
have often the black tower beltind them, and soroe- 
e the radiant column sideways, which gives 
them some weak glimpse of it! These fools content 
themselves with that, not knowing whether any 
other have any more of its influence and light (ban 
themselves; this road is called that of Supersiitiona 
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or Human Invention : they grossly overlook that 

which the rules and laws of the place prescribe to 

them, and contrive some other scheme, and set off 

directions and prescriptions for themselves, which 

they hope will serve their turn/' He shewed me 

many oUier kinds of fo<^s, which put me quite out 

of humour with the place. At last he carried me 

to the right paths, where I found true and solid 

pleasure, which entertained me all the way, until 

we came in closer sight of the pillar, where the 

satisfaction increased to that measure that ny 

faculties were not able to contain it : in the strain- ' 

ing of them I was violently waked, not a little 

grieved at the vanishing of so pleasing a dream.* 

' Glasgow, Sept. 29.' 
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'O uq TO 0'a;^p«» iV ttftrmp T ayu9 (pug, 

EURIP, 

That love alone which virtne's laws controul 
Deserves reception in the human souL 

It is my custom to take frequent opportunities of 
inquiring from time to time what success my 
speculations meet with in the town* I am glad to 
find, in particular, that my discourses on marriage 
have been well received. A friend of mine gives 
me to understand, from Doctor's Commons, that 
more licences have been taken out there of late 
than usual. I am likewise informed of several 
pretty fellows, who have resolved to commence 
beads of families by the first favourable oppor- 
VOL. vii. X 
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tunity. One of them writes me word thai lie U 
ready to enter into the bonds of matrimony, pro- 
vided I will give it him under my hand (as I now 
do), that a mun may shew his face in good com- 
pany after be is married, and that he need not be 
ashamed to treat a woman with kindness who puts 
herself in his power for life. 

1 have other letters on this subject, which say 
that I 9tta attempting to make a revolution in the 
world of giallantry, and that the consequence of it 
will be that a great deal of the sprightliest wit aud 
satire of the last age will be lost; that a bashful 
fellow, upon changing his condition, will be no 
longer puzzled how to stand the raillery of his 
facetious companions ; that he need not own he 
married only to plunder an heiress of her fortune, 
nor pretend that he uses her ill, to avoid the 
ridiculous name of a fond husband. 

Indeed, if I may speak my opinion of great part 
of the writings which once prevailed among us 
under the notion uf humour, they are such as would 
tempt one to think there had been an association 
among the wits of those times to rally legitimacy 
out of our island. A state of wedlock was the 
common mark of all the adventures in a farce and 
comedy, as well as the essayers in lantpooo and 
satire, to shoot at ; and nothing was a more staiid< 
ingjest, in all clubs of fashionable mirth -aud gay 
conversation. It was determined among those airy 
critics, that the appellation of a sober man should 
signify a spiritless fellow. And I am apt to think 
it was about the same time that good-nature, a 
word so peculiarly elegant in our language, that 
some have aHirmed it ciinnot well be expressed in 
any other, came Jirst to be rendered suspicious, 
and in danger of being transferred from irs onginat 
tense to so distant en idea as that of fullv. 
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V, 1 must confess it has been my ambition, in ihe 
■■■courHC of my writing, to restore, as well as I was 
W' able, the proper ideas of things. And as i have al- 

■ tempted this already on the subject of marriage in 

■ several papers, 1 shall here add some further ob- 
m jKrvations which occur to me on the same head. 

■ Nothing seems to be thought, by our line gen- 
tlemen, so indispensable aa ornament in fashion- 
able life, as love. ' A knight errant,' says Don 
Quixote, ' without a mistress, is like a tree with- 
out leaves ;' and a man of mode among; us, who 
has not some fair one to sigh for, might as well 
pretend to appear dressed without his perriwig. 
We have lovers in prose innumerable. All our 
pietenders to rhyme are professed inamoratos; 
and there is scarce a poet, good or bad, to be 
heard of, who has not some real or supposed 
Saccharissa to improve his *ein. 

If lovti be any retiucment, conjugal love must be 
certainly so in a much higher degree. There is no 
comparison between the frivolous atfectations of 
attracting the eyes of women with whom you are 
only captivated by way of amusement, and of whom 
perhaps you know nothing more than their fea- 
tures, and a regular and uniform endeavour to 
make yourself valuable, both as a friend and lover, 
to one whom you have chosen to be the companion 
of your life. The first is the spring of a thousand 
Apperies, silly artifices, falsehoods, and perhaps 
barbarities ; or at heat rises no higher than to a 
kind of dancing-school breeding, to give the per- 
«on a more sparkling air. The latter is the parent 
of substantial virtues and agreeable qualities, and 
cultivates the mind while it inij)rove8 the behaviour. 
The passion of love to a mistress, even where it is 
most sincere, resembles too much the flame of w 
_ fever : that to a wife is like the vital heat. 

L. 
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I have oflco thought, if the letters written by 
tnro of good-nature to their wives wi-rc to be com- 
pared with those written by men of gallaiitrj to 
iheJT mistresHB, t^e former, Dotwitli standing any 
inequality of style, would appear to have the ad- 
vantage. Friendship, tendemees, and constancy, 
dressed in a BirapHcity of expression, recommend 
themselves by a mors native elegance, than passi- 
onate raptures, extrava^nl encomiums, and slavish 
adoration. If we were admitted to search the 
cabinet of the beautiful Narcissa, among heaps of 
epistles from several admirers, which are there 
preserved with equal care, how few should we find 
but would make any one sick in the reading, except 
her who is flattered by them ? But in how different 
a style must the wise Benevolus, who converses 
with that good sense and good humour among all 
his friends, write to a wife who \e the worthy abject 
of his utmost afTcctton? Benevolua, both iu public 
and private, and all occasions of life, appears to 
have every good quality and desirable ornament. 
Abroad he is reverenced and esteemed; at home 
beloved and happy. The satisfaction he enjoys 
there settles into an habitual complacency, which 
shines in his countenance, enlivens his wit, and 
seEisons hit conversation. Even those of his ac- 
quaintance, who have never seen him in his retire- 
nieut, are sharers in the happiness of it; and it is 
very much owing to his being the best andjliest 
beloved of husbands, that he is the moat stedfast 
of friends, and the most agreeable of companions. 

There is a sensible pleasure in contemplating 
such beautiful instances of domestic life. The hap- 
piness of the conjugal state appears heightened to 
lh« highest degree it is capable of when we see two 
peraona of accomplished minds not only united in 
the same interests and alTecfious, buj in their tait 
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«f Ihc same improvements and diversioDS. Pliny, 
One of the finest gentieiiien and politest writers of 
the age in which he lived, has left us, in his lettei- 
to Hisptilla, faia wife's aunt, one of the most agree- 
able family pieces of this kind 1 have ever met 
with. I shall end this discourse with a transla- 
Hon of it ; and 1 believe the reader will he of my 
•pinion, that conjugal love is drawn in it with a 
delicacy which makes it Hp)>ear to be, as I have 
Represented it, an ornament as well as a virtue. 

' PLINY TO HISFULLA. 

As I remember the great affection which was 
between you and your excellent brother, and know 
you love his daughter as your own, so as not only 
to express the tenderness of the best of aunts, but 
even to supply that of the best of fathers; I am 
sure it will be a pleasure to you to hear that she 
proves worthy of her father, worthy of you, and of 
your and her ancestors. Her ingenuity is admir- 
able; her frugality eKtraorilinary. She loves me, 
the surest pledge of her virtue; and adds to this 
a wonderful disposition to learning, which she has 
acquired from her affection to me. She reads my 
writings, studies them, and even gets them by art. 
iTou would smile to see the concern she is in when 
'1 have a cause to plead, and the joy she shews 
i|i'hAit is over. She finds means to have tlie tirst 
news brought her of the success I meet with in 
court, how 1 am heard, and what decree is made. 
If [ recite any thing in public, she cannot refrain 
from placing herself privately in some comer to 
hear, where with the utmost delight, she feasts 
upon my applauses. Sometimes she sings my 
verses, and accompanies them with the lute, with- 
out any maatei except love, the best of instructors. 
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From these instances I take the most certain omens 
of our pei^etuat and increasing happiness; unee 
her affection is not founded on my youth and per* 
son, which must gradually decay, but she is in love 
with the immortal part of me, my glory and repa-^ 
tation. Nor indeed could less be expected from 
one who had the happiness to receiveJier edaeatioa 
from you, who in your house was accustomed to 
every thing that was virtuous and decent, andevea 
began to love me by your recommendation. For, 
as you had always the greatest respect for my 
mother, you were pleased from my infancy to form 
me, to commend me, and kindly to presage I should 
be one day what my wife fancies I am. Accept, 
therefore, our united thanks ; mine, that you have 
bestowed her on me ; and hers, that you have given 
ine to her, as a mutual grant of joy and felicity/ 
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-^Fortius tUere Unrig, 

Ovid. Met. li. 127r 

Keep a xtiff rein, 

Addison. 

I AM very loth to come to extremities with the 
young gentlemeii mentioned in the following letter, 
and do not care to chastise them with my own 
hand, until I am forced by provocation too great 
to be su6fered without the absolute destruction of 
my spectatorial dignity. The crimes of these of^ 
fenders are placed under the observation of one of 
my chief officers, who is posted just at the entrance 
cf the pass between London and Westminster. As 
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i have great confidence in the capacity, rCBaliifion, 
and inlegrity, of the person deputed by me to give 
an account of enormities, I doubt not but I shall 
soon iiave before me all proper notices which are 
requisite for the amendment of mauuers in public, 
and the instruction of each individual of the human 
Species in what is due from him in respect to the 
whole body of nianbind. The present paper shnll 
consist only of the above-mentioned letter, and the 
copy of a deputation which I have given to my 
trusty friend Mr. John Sly ; wherein be is charged 
to notify to me all that is necessary for my animad- 
version upon the delinquenta mentioned by my cor- 
respondent, as well as all others described in the 
jaid deputation. 



I GBANT it does look a little familiar, but I must 
call you 

' DEAR DUMB, 

' Being got again to the further end of 
ithe Widow's coffee-house, I shall from hence give 
you some account of the behaviour of our hackney- 
coachmen since my last. These indefatigable gen- 
tlemen, without the least design, I dare say, of self- 
interest or advantage to themselves, do still ply as 
volunteers day and night for the good of their coun- 
try. 1 will not trouble you with enumerating many 
particulars, but I must by no means omit to inform 
you of an infant about six foot* high, and between 
twenty and thirty year* of age. who was seen in the 
"a hackney-coachman, driving by Will's cof- 
e in Co vent-garden, between the hours of 
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four aaA five in (lie afternoon of that very day 
wherein you published a memorial agaiast them. 
This im)iudent young cur, though he could uol sit 
in* a coach-box without holding, yet would venture 
his neck to hid defiance to your spectatorial au- 
thority, or to any thing that you countenanced. 
Who he was I know not, but I heard this relation 
lhi:i morning from a genllemaa who wa$ an eye- 
witness of this his impudence ; and I was willing to 
take the tirst opportunity to inform you of him, as 
liolding it extremely requisite that you should nip 
hira in the bud. But I am myself most concerned 
for my fellow templars, fellow students, and fellow 
labourers in the Inw, I mean such of them as are 
dignified and distinguished under the denomination 
of hackuey-coacbmen. Such aspiring minds have 
these ambitious young men, that they cannot enjoy 
themselves outf of the couch-box. It is, however, 
an unspeakable comfort to me that I can now tell 
you that some of them are grown so bashful as to 
Htudy only in the night-time or in the country. The 
other night 1 spied one of our young gentlenieu 
ver\ diligent at bis lucubrations in Heet-streel ; 
ana, by the way, I should be under some concern 
lest this hard student should one time or other 
crack his brain with studying, but that I am in 
hopes onture has taken caie to fortiiy him in pro- 
portion to the great undertakings he was designed 
for. Anotlier of my fellow templars on Thursdav 
last was getting up into his study at the bottom o"f 
Qray's-inn-lane, in order, 1 suppose, to contemplate 
in the fresh air. Now, sir, ray request in, lhatlb« 
great modesty of these two gentlemen may be re- 
corded as a pattern to the rest, and if yon would 
but give them two or three touches with your own 

f See llie I'rceciiiuj Dole. 
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j>en, tlioug'b you might not perhaps prevail with 
Ltif ni to desist entirely trom their meditations, vet 
I doubt not but you would at least presen'e them 
from being public spectacles of folly in our streets. 
I say, two or three touches with your own pen; 
for I have already observed, Mr. Spec, that those 
Spectators which are so prettily laced dowD the 
swies with little c's, how instructive soever they may 
be, do not carry with them that authority as the 
others. I do again therefore desire, that, for the 
Bake of their dear necks, you would bestow one 
penful of your own ink upon them. 1 know you 
are loth to expose them ; and it is, I must confess, 
a thousand pities that any young gentleman, who 
is come of honest parents, should be brought to 
public shame. And indeed I should be glad to 
have them handled a little tenderly at first ; but if 
fair means will not prevail, there is then no other 
way to reclaim them but by making use of some 
wholesome severities ; and 1 think it is better that 
a dozen or two of such good-for-nothing fellows 
should be made examples of, than that the reputa- 
tion of some hundreds of as hopeful young gentle- 
men as myself should suffer through their fotly. 
It is not, however, for me to direct yon what to 
do ; but, in short, if our coachmen will drive on 
this trade, the very first of them that I do find me- 
ditating in the street, I shall make bold to " take 
the number of his chambers,"* together with a note 
of his name, and dispatch them to you, that you 
may chastise him at your owu discretion. 
' I am. Dear Spec, 
' For ever your's, 

L. ' MOSES OBEENBAO. 

^k ' Esq. if you please.' 

K 'An : 
P taking t1 



t * An allaniou tu )lic nsuai and prudent precanliiiQ « 
W taking the number of a hatkney. coach before entrance. 
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' P. S. Tom Ha-ninnTclolh, one of our coachmen, 
is now [ileading at the bar at the other end of the 
room, but has a little too much vehemeuce, and 
throws out his arms too much tu take his audience 
with a good grace.' 

To my loving and wellbeloved John Sly, haber- 
dasher ofhaU, and tobacconist, between the citiei 
of London and Weitmittsler. 

Whereas frequentdisordcrs, afTroDts, indigai- 
ties, omtsaioDS, and trespassess, for which there are 
no remedies by any form of law, but which appa- 
rently disturb and disquiet the nunds of men, hap- 
pen near the place of your residence ; and that you 
are, as well by your cximmodiotis situation, as the 
good parts with which you are endowed, properly 
qualihed for the observation of the said oH'enccs: [ 
do hereby authorise and depute you, from the 
houru of nine in the morning until four in the af- 
ternoon, to keep a strict eye upon all persons and 
tilings that are conveyed in coaches, carried in 
carts, or walk on foot, from the city of London to 
the city of Westminster, or from the city of West- 
minster to the city of London, within the said hours. 
You are therefore not to depart from your obser- 
vatory at the end of Devereux-court dui'iu); the said 
space of each day, but to observe the behaviour of 
all persons who are suddenly transported from 
stamping on pebbles to sit at ease in their chariott, 
what notice ihey take of their foot acquaintance, 
and send me the speediest advice, when they are 
guilty of overlooking, turning from, or appearing 
grave and distant to, their old friends. When man 
and wife are in the same coach, you are to sec 
whether they appear pleased or lirett with each 
Other, and whether thej carry the due 
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eye of the world, between fondness and coldness. 
You are carefully to behold all such as shall have 
addition of honour and riches, and report whether 
they preserve the countenance they had before such 
addition. As to persons on foot, you are to be at- 
tentive whether they are pleased with their condi- 
tion^ and are dressed suitable to it; but especially 
to distinguish such as appear discreet, by a low 
heel-shoe, with the decent ornament of a leather 
garter ;* to write down the names of such country 
gentlemen as, jipon the approach of peace, have 
left the hunting for the military cock of the hat; of 
all who strut, make a noise, and swear at the dri- 
vers of coaches to make haste, when they see it is 
impossible they should pass ; of all young gentle- 
men t» coach boxes, who labour at a perfection in 
what they are sure to be excelled by the meanest 
of the people. You are to do all that in you lies 
that coaches and passengers give way according to 
the course of business, all the morning in term- 
time towards Westminster, the rest of the year to- 
wards the Exchange. Upon these directions, to- 
gether with other secret articles herein enclosed, 
you are to govern yourself, and give advertisement 
thereof to me, at all convenient and spectatorial 
hours, when men of business are to be seen. Here*- 
. of you are not to fail. Given under my seal of 
office. 

T. THE SPECTATOR. 



* It has been said that there is an allosioa here to a very 
worthy gentleman of fortune, bred to the law, who had 
chambers in Lincolo's-inn. His name waM Richard War- 
ner, the younger son of a banker, who, thongh he always 
wore leatlier garters, in no other instance aitected singu- 
larity. For a more particular account of him, see Anec- 
dotes of W. UOWYKR, 4to. p. 400. 
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PLAOTOt inStichor. 

Y*« wiB mtXtf ^atd m wone woimn ; a better the sun 
jttver aiMM opon. v 

I AM so tender of my women readers, that I can- 
w»t defer the publication of any thing which con- 
cens their happineas or quiet. The repose of a 
married woman is consulted in the first of the fol- 
lowing Wtters, and the felicity of a maiden lady in 
the second. I call it a felicity to have the addresses 
of an agreeable man; and I think I have not any 
where seen a prettier application of a poetical story 
than that of this, in making the tale of Cephalus 
and Procris the 'history picture of a fan in so gal- 
lant a manner as he addresses it. But see the letters. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

* It is now almost three months sioee I 
was in town about some business ; and the hurry 
of it being over, I took a coach one afternoon, and 
drove to see a relation, who married about six years 
ago a wealthy citizen. I found her at home, but 
her husband gone to the Exchange, and expected 
back within an hour at the furthest. After the 
usual salutations of kindness, and a hundred ques- 
tions about friends in the country, we sat down to 
piquet, played two or three games, and drank tea. 
I should have told you this was my second tinie 
of seeing her since marriage; but before, she lived 
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at the same town where I went to school; so that 
the plea of a relation, added to the innocence of 
my youth, prevailed upon her good humour to in- 
dulge me in a freedom of conversation, oa often, 
and otlener, than the strict disctpUae of the school 
would allow of. You may easily imagine, after 
such an acquaintance we might be exceeding merry 
without any offence ; as in calling to mind how 
many inventions 1 have been put to in deluding the 
master, how many hands forged for excuses, bow 
many times been sick in perfect health ; for I was 
then never sick but at school, and only then be- 
cause out of her company. We had whiled away 
three hours after this manner, when ! found it 
past five; and, not expecting her husband would 
return until late, rose up, and told her I should go 
early next morning for the country. She kindly 
answered she was afraid it would be long before 
she saw me again ; so, I took my leave, and parted. 
Now, sir, I had not been got home a fortnight, 
when I received a letter from a neighbour of theirs, 
that ever since that fatal afternoon the ludy has 
been most inhumanely treated, and the husband 
publicly stormed that he was made a member of 
too numerous a society. He had, it seems, listened 
most of the time my cousin and I were together. 
As jealous ears always hear double, so he heard 
enough to make him mad ; and as jealous eyes al- 
ways see through magnitying gtasses, so he was 
certain it could not be I whom he had seen, a 
beardless stripling, but fancied he saw a gay gen- 
tleman of the Temple, ten years older than myself; 
and for that reason, I presume, durst not come iu, 
nof take any notice when I went out. He is per- 
petually askmg his wife if she does not think the 
time long (as she said she should) until she see her 

i cousin again. Pray, sir, what can be done in thin 
VOL. vri. Y 
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case! I have writ to him lo assure him I was at 
)>ii house all that afteniuon expcctiit^ to see him. 
His answer is, it is onW a trick of hen, and that 
he neither can nor will believe me. The parting 
kisi 1 find mightily nettles hini, and confirms hioi 
in all his errors. Ben JolVosoii, as I retnemher, 
makes a foreigner, in one of his coraedies, "admire 
the desperate valour of the bold English, nho let 
out their wives to all rncoiinters." The general 
custom of salutation fihould excuse the favour done 
me, or )'OU should lay down rules when such dis- 
tinctions are to be given or omitted. You cannot 
imagine, sir, how troubled I am t'ur this unhappy 
lady's misforluoe, and beg yon would insert ihis 
letter, that the husbaud may reflect upon this acci- 
dent coolly. It is no small mailer, the ease of a 
virtuous woman for her whole life. 1 know she will 
conform to any regularities (though more strict than 
the common rules of our country require) to which 
liis particular temper shall IncliDe him to oblige her. 
This accident puts me in miud how generously Pisi- 
slratus, the Athenian tyrant, behaved himself on a 
like occasion, when he was instigated by his wil'e 
to put lo death a young gentleman, because, being 
passionately fond of his duiigliter, he kiaaciiherin 
public, as he met her in the street. " What," said 
he, " shall we do to those who are our enemies, if 
we do thus to those who are our friendaT I will 
not trouble you much longer, but am exceedingly 
concerned lesl this accKlent may cause a virtuous 
lady to lead a niiserahle life with n husband whn 
has no grounds for his jealousy but what I have 
faithfully related, and ought to be reckoned none. 
It is to be feared too, if at last he sees his mistake, 
yet people will be as slow and unwilling in disbe- 
lieving scandal aa they are quick and forward iu 
believing it. ! shall endeavour to enliven this plain 
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honest letter ivith Ovid's relation about Cybele's 
image. The ship wherein it \ras aboard was 
stranded at the mouth of the Tiber, and the men 
were unable to move it, until Olaudia, a virgin, but 
suspected of unchastity, by a slight pull hauled it 
in. The story is told in the fourth book of the 
F\isti. 

^ < Parent of gods/ began the weeping fair, 
* Reward or punish, but oh! hear my prayer : 
If lewdness e'er detil'd my virgin bloom. 
From heaven with justice 1 receive my doom : 
But if my honour yet has known no stain, 
ThoHi goddess, thou my innocence maintain : 
Thou, whom the nicest rules of goodness sway'd, 
Vouchsafe to follow an unblemish'd maid/ 
SShe spoke, and touch'd the chord with glad surprise, 
rrhe truth was witnessed by ten thousand eyes) 
The pitying godde»s easily comply'd. 
Followed in triumph, and adorn'd her guide ; 
While Claudia, blushing still for past disgrace. 
Marched silent ou, with a slow solemn pace ; 
Nor yet from some was all distrust remov'd. 
Though heaven such virtueVby such wonders prov'd." 

* I am. Sir, 
* Your very humble Servant, 

* PHILAGNOTES," 
• MR. SPECTATOR, 

* You will oblige a languishing lover if you 
will please to print the enclosed verses in your 
next paper. If you remember the Metamorphoses, 
you know Procris, the fond wife of Cephalus, is 
said to have made her husband, who delighted in 
the sports of the wood, a present of an unerring 
javelin. In process of time he was so much in the 
forest, that his lady suspected he was pursuing 
some nymph, under the pretence of following a 
a chase more innocent. Under this suspicion sht 

y2 



S44 SPSCTATOiU N"^ d27« 

hid herself among the trees, to observe hb motions, 
While she hy concealed, her husband^ tired ^ith 
the kboor of huntingy came within her hearing. As 
he was fainting with heat he cried out; '* Aura 
vetdr ''Oh! charming air» approach!"^ 

' The unfortunate wife, ta^g the word ab to be 
the name of a woman, began to move among the 
bushes; and the husband, believing it a deer, threw 
his javelin, and killed her. This history, painted 
on a fan, which I presented to a lady, gave occasion 
to my growing poetical. 

** * Come, gentle air!' the .SoUan sbepherd said, 

WhUe Procris panted in the secret sluide; 

' Come, gentle air,' the fairer Delia cries. 

While at her feet the swain exniring lies. 

Lo ! the glad gales o'er all her beaoties stray, 

Breathe on her Upt, and in her bosom play. 

In Delia's hand this Coy is fktal fovnd. 

Nor did that fabled dart more snrely womuL 

Both gifts destructive to the givers prove. 

Alike both lovers fall by those they love : 

Yet guiltless too this bright destroyer lives. 

At random wounds, nor knows the wounds she gives. 

She views the story with attentive eyes, 

And pities Procrb| while her lover dies," 
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Bum potuil, loIiJn gmHuni tiirtule repriait . 
, Ovid. Met. ix, 1€5, 

With woQted fotliturle she bore the tmarl. 
And not a groan coiil'css'd her burning Leart. 
Gay. 

' mk, spectator, 

'I WHO now write to you am a wonmn 
loaded wilh injuries; aud the aggravation of toy 
misfortune is, ibat lliey are such which are over- 
looked by the generality of mankind ; and, though 
the most afflictiug imaginable, nut regarded as such 
ID the general sense of the world. I have hid my 
vexation from all mankind ; but having now taken 
pen, ink, and paper, am resolved to unbosom my- 
eelf to you, and lay before you what grieves me and 
all the aes. You have very often mentioned parti- 
cular hardships done to this or to that lady ; but 
nicthinks you have not, in any one speculation, di- 
rectly pointed at the partial freedom men take, the 
unreasonable confinement women are obliged to, in 
llie only circumstance in which we arc necessarily 
to have a commerce with them, that of love. The 
case of celibacy is the great evil of our nation ; and 
the indulgence of the vicious conduct of men in 
thai state, with the ridicule to which women are 
exposed, though ever so virtuous, if long unmar- 
lied, is the root of the greatest irregularities of this 
nation. To shew you, sir, that (though you never 
have given us the catalogue of a lady's library, as 

50U promised) we read books of our own choosing, 
ahall insert on this occasion a paragraph or Iwu 
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out of Ecliard's Roman History. In the 44lh page 
of the second volume, tlie author observes that 
Augustus, upon hii return to Rome at the end ofa 
war, leceived complaints that too great a number 
of tbe young men of quality were unmarried. The 
emperor thereupon assembled the whole equestrian 
order; and, having separated the marned from the 
suigle, did particular honours to tbe fanner ; but 
he tuld the latter, that is to say, Mr. Spectator, he 
told the bachelors, that their lives and actions liad 
been so peculiar, that be knew not by what name 
to call them; not by that of men, for they per- 
formed tiotbiug that was manly; not by that of 
citizens, for the city might perish notwithstanding 
their care ; nor by that of Romans, for they de- 
signed to extirpate the Roman name. Then pro- 
ceeding to shew his tender care and hearty affection 
for his people, he further told them, that their 
course oftife was of such pernicious consequence to 
the gloi^ and grandeur of the Roman nation, that 
he could not choose but tell them, that all other 
crimes put logether could not equalize theirs, for 
(hey were guilty of murder in not suffering those to 
be born which should proceed from them; of im- 
piety, in causing the names and honours of (heir 
ancestors to cease; and of sucritege, in destroying 
their kind, which proceed from the immortal gods, 
and human nature, (he principal thing consecrated 
to them: therefore, in this respect, they dissolved 
the government in disobeying its laws; betrayed 
their country by making it barren and waste ; nay, 
and demohshed their cily, in depriving it of inha- 
bilants. And he was sensible that all this pro- 
ceeded not from any kind of virtue or abstinence, 
but from a looseness and wantonness which ought 
never to be encouraged ju any civil governmenU 
^ere &re no particulars dwell upon that let us ti 
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the conduct of these youog worthies, whom ihii 
great eraperor treated with so much justice and in- 
dignalioD; but any one who observes what passes 
in this town may very well frame to himself a notion 
of their riots and debaucheries all night, and their 
^apparent preparations for them all day. It is not 
-to he doubted but the^e Romans never passed any 
of their time innocently but when they were asleep , 
and never slept but when they were weary and 
heavy with excesses, and slept only to prepare 
tbemsclres for the repetition of tliem. If you did 
your duty as a Spectator, you would carefully exa- 
mine into the number of births, marriages, and 
burials; and when you had deducted out of your 
' deaths all such as went out of the world without 
[ narrying, then cast up the number of both sexes 
I born within such a term of years last past; yon 
might, from the single people departed, make some 
useful interences or guesses how many there arc left 
unmarried, and raise some useful scheme for the 
Bmendment of the age in that particular. I have 
not patience to proceed gravely on (his abominable 
libertinism; for I caunot but reflect, as I am writing 
to you, upon a certain lascivious manner which ail 
our young gentlemen use in public, nnd examine 
our eyes with a petulancy in their own which is a 
downright affront to modesty, A disdainful look ou 
such au occasion is returned with a countenance re- 
buked, but by averting their eyes firom the woman 
of honour and decency to some flippant creature, 
who will, as the phrase is, be kinder. I must set 
down things as Ihey come into my head, without 
standing upon order. Ten thousand to one but the 
gay gentleman who stared, at the same time is a 
housekeeper; for you must know they are got into 
a humour of late of being very regular^in their sins ; 
and a young fellow shall keep his four maids and 
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• three footmen willi the greatest gravity imaginable. 
I 'There ate no less than eix of Ibrse venerable liousc- 
\ Ate^ert of m_v acquaintance. Tbis humour amotii; 






D of condition is imitated b;y all lbe^v 
P*lwloMr them, and a general dissolution* of mannern 
V arises from this one source of libertinism, without 
' shame or reprehension in the male youth. It is from 
; fouulain that so many beautiful helpless 
' }oung women are sacrificed and given up to lewd- 
ness, shame, poverty, and disease. It is to this 
also that so many excellent young women, who 
might be patterns of conjugal affection, and parents 
'a worthy race, pine under unhappy passions for 
.•h as have not attention to observe, or virtue 
r -«Dough to prefer them to their common wenches. 
JJow, Mr. Spectator, I must be free to own to you 
ihat 1 myself suffer a tasteless insipid being, from 
consideration I have for a man who would not, as 
e said in my hearing, resign his liberty, as he calls 
it, for all the beauty and wealth the whole sex 
IS possessed of. Such calamities as these would 
not happen, if it could possibly be brought about, 
that by fining bachelors as papists, convicts, or the 
like, they were distinguished to their disadvantage 
from the rest of the world, who fall in with the 
■neasures of civil society. Lest you should think 
I speak this as being, according to the senseless 
rude phrase, a malicious old muid, I shall acquaint 
you 1 am a woman of eonditiot), not now three-and- 
iwenly. and have had proposals from at least ten 
different men, and ihe greater number of them have 
upon the upshot refused me. Something or other 
is always amiss when the lover takes to some uevr 
wench. A settlement is easily excepted against; 
Slid there i> very little recourse to avoid the vicioas 
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part of our yovth, but throwiB^ oneself awny upen 
some lifeless bloekhead, who^ though he is with*- 
out Tice» is also ivithout virtue* Now-^a-days we 
must be contented if we can get creatures which 
are not blul ; good are not to be expected. Mr, 
Spectator, I sat near you the other day^ and think 
I did not displease your spectatorial eye-sight; 
which I shall be a better judge of when I see 
whether you take notice of these evils your own 
way» or print this memorial dictated from the 
jdisdainful heavy heart of| 

• Sir, 
' Your obedient humble servant^ 

T. * RACHBL WBLLADAT/ 
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Sittguia qiueque tocum teneant seviiia decenier. 

HoR. Ars Poet. 92. 

Let every thing haye its doe place. 

Roscommon. 

Upon the hearing of several late disputes concern- 
ing rank and precedence, I could not forbear amus- 
ing myself with some observations which I have 
made upon the learned world, as to this great par«- 
.tiCular* By the learned world I here mean at large 
all those who are any way concerned in works of 
literature, whether in the writing, printing, or re- 
peating part. To begin with the writers. I have 
jDbserved that the author of a folio, in all compa- 
nies and conversations, sets himself above the au*- 
thor of a quarto ; the authpr of a quarto above the 
autiipr of anpctavo; and so on, by a gradual dj^- 
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~ > BCeDt and aubordinalion, to an author in tweutv- 
fours. Tbis distinction is so well observed, that 
in an asseoibl;^ of the learned, 1 have seen a folio 
writer place himself in an elbow chair, when the 
author of a duodecimo has, out of a Just deference 
to Ilia superior cjualil)', seated himself upon a 
.squab. In a wofii, authors arc usually ranged in 
ii«oiupany after the same manner as their works 
r i«re upon a shelf. 
~ The most minute pocket author hath beneaLb 
him the writi^is of all pamplilels, or works that 
are only stitched. As for the pamphleteer, he takes 
place of none hut the authors of single sheets, und 
of that fraternity who publish their labours on a 
certain days, or on every day in the week. I do not 
find that the precedency among the individuals in 
this latter class of writers is yet settled. 

For my own part, 1 have had so strict a regard 
to the ceremonial which prevails in the learned 
world, that I never presumed to take place of a 
pamphleteer, until my daily papers were gathered 
into those two first volumes which have already 
appeared. After which, I naturally jumped over 
the heads not onlyof all pamphleteers, but of every 
octavo writer in Great Britain that had written but 
-one book. I am also informed by my bookseller, 
'that six octavos have at all times been looked 
■upon as an e<{uivalent to a folio; which 1 take 
[ tiolice of the rather, because I would not have the 
■ 'learned world surprised if, after the publication 
of half a dozen volumes, I take my place accord- 
• -ingly. When my scattered forces are thus rallied, 
' ■ 'ar bodies, I flatter myself 

ispicable figure at the bead 
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w€re not Ofiginaily established with an eye to our 
paper-man u&cture, I shall leave to the discussion 
of others; and shall only remark further in this 
place, that all printers and booksellers take the 
i¥all of one- another according to the above-men* 
tioned merits of the authors to whom they respec- 
tively belong. 

' I come now to that point of precedency which is 
settled among the three learned professions by the 
wisdom of our laws. I need not here take notice of 
the rank which is allotted to every doctor in each of 
these professions, who are all of them, though not so 
high as knights, yet a degree above squires: this 
last order of men, being the illiterate body of the 
nation, are consequently thrown together in a class 
below the three learned professions.* 1 mention this 
for the sake of several rural ^squires, whose reading 
does not rise so high as to The present State of 
England, and who are often apt to usurp that pre- 
cedency which by the laws of their country is not 
due to them. Their want of learning, which has ' 
planted them in this station, may in some measure 
extenuate their misdemeanour; and our professors 
ought to pardon them when they offend in this 
particular, considering that they are in a state of 
ignorance, or, as we usually say, do not know their 
right hand from their left. 

' There is another tribe of persons who are retainers 
to the learned world, and who regulate themselves 
upon all occasions by several laws peculiar to their 
body ; 1 mean the players or actors of both sexes. 
Among these it is a standing and uncontroverted 

principle, that a tragedian always takes place of a 



* In some universities, that of Dublin in particular, ttiey 
bave doctors of music, who take rank after tlie doctors of 
the three learned professions, aad above esquires. 
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comediao; aud it is very well known the merry 
drolls who make us laugh are always placed at the 
loner end of th« table, and in every entertainment 
give way to the dignity of the buskin. It is a stage 
maxim, ' Once a king, and always a king.' For this 
reason it would be thought very absurd id Mr, 
Bullock, notwithstanding the height and graceful- 
aess of his person, to sit at the right hand of an 
hero, though he were but five foot high. The same 
distinction ia observed among the ladies of the 
theatre. Queens and heroines preserve their rank 
in private conversation, while those who are wail' 
ing women and maids of honour upon the stage 
keep their distance also behind the scenes. 

I shall only add that, by a parity of reason, all 
writers of tragedy look upon it as their due to be 
seated, served, or saluted, before comic writers; 
those who deal in tragi-comedy usually taking their 
scats between the authors of either side, There 
has been a long dispute for precedency between 
the tragic and heroic poets. Aristotle would have 
the latter yield the pa» to the former; but Mr. 
Drydcn, and many others, would never submit to 
this decision. Burlesque writers pay the samede- 
fercnce to the heroic, aa comic writers to their se- 
rious brothers in the drama. 

By this short table of laws order is kept up, and 
(lislinclion preserved, in the whole republic of 
letters. 
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Sic wum Veneri ; eui placet inmai 
Formas aique animos subjuga ahm 
Scevo mUtere cumjoeo, 

HoK. 1 Od. xxxiii. 10. 

Thus Venus sports; the rich, the base, 
tJuIike in fortune and in face, 
To disagreeing^ love provokes ; 

When cruellj jocose, 

She ties the ntal noose, 
And binds unequals to the brazen yokes. 

Creech. 

It is very usual for those who have been severe 
upon mai^riage, in some part or other of their lives, 
to eikter into the fraternity which they have ridi- 
culed, aiid to see their raillery return upon their 
own heads. I scarce ever knew a woman-hater that 
did not, sooner or later, pay for it. Marriage, which 
is a blessing to another man, falls upon such an 
one as a judgment. Mr. Congreve*s Old Bachelor 
is set forth to us with much wit and humour, as an 
example of this kind. In short those who have most 
distinguished themselves by railing at the sex in 
general, very often make an honourable amends, 
by choosing one of the most worthless persons of 
it for a companion and yoke-fellow. Hymen takes 
his revenge in kind on those who turn bis mysteries 
into ridicule. 

My friend Will Honeycomb, who was so unmer- 
cifully witty upon the women, in a couple of letters 
which 1 lately communicated to the public, has 
given the ladies ample satisfaction by marrying 
a farmer's daughter ; a piece of news which came 

VOL. vu. z 
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to our dull by the last post. The tciuplaiis very 
positive that he has married a Oairy maid ; but 
Will, in his letter to me on this occasioD, sets the 
best face upon the matter that he can, and gives a 
more tolerable account of his apoiiae, I must con- 
fess 1 suspected something more than ordinary, 
when upon opening the letter I found that Will was 
fallen off from his former gaiety, having changed 
' Deal Spec,' which was his usual salute at the be- 

5 inning of the letter, into ' My worthy Friend,' and 
escribed himself at the latter end at full length 
I William Honeycomb, tn short, the gay, the loud, 
[ tiie vain Will Honeycomb, who had made love to 
[ -every great fortune that has appeared in town for 
I mbove thirty years together, and boasted of fa- 
f TOurs from ladies who he had never seen, i> at 
' length wedded to a plain country girl. 

His letter gives us tlie picture of a coDverted 

akp. The sober character of the husband is 

. dashed with the man of the town, and enlivened 

[ with those little cant phrases, which have made my 

I friend Will often thought very pretty company. 

But let us hear what he says fur himself. 

' MY WORTHY FRIEND, 

' I gtiESTiDN not but you, aud the rest of 
y acquaintance, wonder that T, who have lived in 
[ the smoke and gallantries of the town tor thirty 
'-ji«ars together, should all on a sudden grow foud 
ofa country life. Had not my dog of a steward ran 
away as he did without making up his accounts, I 
had etill been immersed in sin and sea-coal. But 
since my late forced visit to my estate, I am ao 
pleaied with it, that 1 am resolved to live and die 
upon it. I am every day abroad among my acres, 
nnd can scarce forbear tilling my letters with breezes, 
, shadeB, floMers, meadows, and purling streams. 
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The simplicity of inaaiiers, which I have heard ynu 
so often speak of, and which appears here in per- 
fection, charms me wonderfully. As an instance of 
iti must acquaint you, andbyyour means the whole 
olub, that I have lately married one of my tenant's 
daughters. She is born of honest parents; and 
though she has no portion, she has a great deal of 
Tirtue, The natural sweetness and innocence of 
lier behaviour, the freshness of her complesion, the 
unaffected turn of her shape and person, shot me 
through aud through every time that I saw her, and 
did more execution upon me in grogram than the 
greatest beauty in town or court had ever done in 
brocade. In short, she is such an one as promises 
me a good heir to my estate; and if by her means 
I cannot leave to my children what are falsely called 
the gifts of birth, high titles, and alliances, 1 hope to 
convey to them the more real and valuable gifts of 
birth — strong bodies and healthy constitutions. As 
for your fine women, I need not tell thee that I 
know them. I have had my share in their graces ; 
but no more of that. It shall he my business here- 
after to live the life of an honest man, and to act as 
becomes a master of a family. I question not but 
I shall draw upon me the raillery of the town, and 
be treated to the tune of, ' The Marriage- hater 
Matched ;' but 1 am prepared for it, I have been 
as witty upon others in my time. To tell thee truly, 
I saw such a tribe of fashionable young fluttering 
coxcombs shot up that 1 did not think my post of an 
homme de raelle any longer tenable. I felt a certain 
stilFness in my limbs, which entirely destroyed the 
jautiness of air I was once master of. Besides, for 
I may now confess my age to thee, I have been 
eight-and-forty above these twelve years. Since 
my retirement into the country will make a vacan- 
cy in the club, I could wish yoa would fiU up my 

L 
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place with my friend Tom Dappenvit. He bias an 
infinite deal of fire, and knows the town. For my 
own part, as I have said before, I shall endeavour 
to live hereafter suitable jto a man in my station, 
as a prudent head of a family, a good husband, a 
careful father (when it shall so happen), aad as 

' Your most sincere friend, 

O. * WIU.IAM UOKSTCOMB/ 
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Qui mare et terras, vwriisque mundum\ 

Temper at horis ; 
Unde nU nuout gmtraiwr ip§o ; 
Nee vigei quicquam simUtf out secundum, 

Hon. I Od: xil. 15. 

Who guides below, and rules above. 
The great Disposer, and the mighty King : 
That he none greater, like him none. 

Than can be, is, or was ; 
Supreme he singly fills the throne. 

Creech. 

Simon IDES being asked by Dionysius the tyrant 
what God was, desired a day's time to consider of 
it before he made his reply. When the day was ex- 
pired he desired two days; and afterwards, instead 
of returning his answer, demanded still double the 
time to consider of it. This great poet and philo- 
sopher, the more he contemplated the nature of the 
Deity found that he waded but the more out of his 
depth ; and that he lost himself in the thought, 
instead of finding an end of it. 
If we consider the idea which wise men, by the 
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light of leason, have frami?)! of llie Di 
amounts to this ; that he has in lijm all the peri'ec- 
tion of a spiritual nature. And, since we have no 
notion of any kind of spiritual perfection but what 
we discover in our own souls, we Join infinitude to 
each kind of these perfections, and what is a faculty 
in an human soul becomes an attribute in God. We 
exist in place and time; the Divine Being fills the 
immensity of space with his presence, and inhabits 
eternity. We are possessed of a liltle power and a 
little knowledge: the Divine Being is almighty and 
omniscient. In short, by addinginfinity to any kind 
of perfection we enjoy, and by joining all these dif- 
ferent kinds of perfection in one being, we foi-ra our 
idea of the great Sovereign of Nature, 

Though every one who thinks must have made 
this observation, I shall produce Mr. Locke's autho- 
jily to the same purpose, out of his Essay on Human 
Understanding. ' If we examine the idea we have 
of the incomprehensible Supreme Bcin^, we shall 
find that we come by it the same way; and that 
the complex ideas we have both of God and separate 
spirits, are made up of the simple ideas we receive 
from reflection ; v. g. having, from what we expe- 
rience in ourselves, got the ideas of existence and 
duration, of knowledge and power, of pleasure and 
happiness, and of several other qualitiesand powers, 
which it is better to have than to he without: when 
we would frame an idea the most Builablc we can to 
the Supreme Being, we enlarge every one of these 
with our own idea of infinity ; and ao putting them 
together make our complex idea of God.' 

It is not impossible that there may be many kinds 
nf spiritual perfection, besides those which are 
lodged in an human soul ; but it is impossible that we 
shouldhavelheideasofany kinds of perfection ex- 
cept those of which we have some small rays and 
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skort imperfect strokes in ourselves. It ¥rould 
therefore be very high presumption to determine 
whether the Supreme Being has not many more at- 
tributes than those which enter intoonr conceptions 
of him. This is certain, that if there be any kind 
of spiritual perfection which is not marked out in 
an human soul, it beloi^ps in its fulness to the divine 
nature. 

Several eminent philosopffers have imagined that 
the soul, in her separate state, may have ne^ &cul- 
ties springing up in her, which she is not capable 
of exerting during her present union with the body ; 
and whether these faculties may not correspond with 
other attributes in the divine nature, and open to us 
hereafter new matter of wonder and adoration, we 
are altogether ignorant. This, as I have said be- 
ibre, we ought to acquiesce in, that the Sovereign 
Being, the great Author of nature, has in him all 
possible perfection, as well in kind as in degree : to 
speak according to our methods of conceiving, I 
shall only add under this head, that when we have 
raised our notion of this infinite Being as high as it 
is possible for the mind of man to go, it will fall 
infinitely short of what he really is. * There is no 
end of his greatness.* The mo^t exalted creature 
he has made is only capable of adorning it; none 
but himself can comprehend it. 

The advice of the son of Sirach is very just and 
sublime in this light. * By his word all things con^ 
sist. We may speak much, and yet come short : 
wherefore in sum he is all. How shall we be able to 
magnify him? for he is great above all his works. 
The Lord is terrible and very great ; and marvel- 
lous in his power. When you glorify tlje Lord, exalt 
him as much as you can : for even yet will he hr 
exceed. And when you exalt him, put forth all 
your strength, and be not weary ; for you can never 
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go fur enough. Wtin hatb seeo him, that he might 
tellua? and whocamnagDJfy himasLeifil There 
are yet bid greater things than these Lie, for we 

I have seen but a few of his works.' 
, I have here only considered the Supreme Being 
]ty the light of reason and pbilosophy. If we 
irould see him in all the wonders of his mercy, we 
must have recourse to revelation, which represents 
him to us not only as infinitely great and glorious, 
but as infinitely good and just iu his dispensations 
towards man. But as this is a theory which falls 
under every one's consideration, though indeed it 
can never be sufficiently considered, I shall here 
only take notice of that habitual worship and vene- 
ration which we ought to pay to this Almighty Be- 
ing, We should often refresh our minds with the 
thought of him, and annihilate ourselves before 
him, in the contemplation of our own worthless- 
neas, and of his transcendent excellency and per- 
fection. This would imprint in our minds such a 
constant and uninterrupted awe and veneration as 
that which I am here recommending, and which is 
in reality a kind of incessant prayer, and reasonable 
humiliation of the soul before him who made it. 

This would effectually kill in us all the little seeds 
of ]>ride, vanity, and self-conceit, which are apt to 
shoot up in the minds of such whose thoughts turn 
more on those comparative advantages which they 
enjoy over some of their fellow-creatures, than on 
that infinite distance which is placed between them 
aud the supreme model of all perfection. It would 
likewise quicken our desires and endeavours of 
uniting ourselves to him by all the acts of religion 
and virtue. 

Such an habitual homage to the Supreme Being 
would, in a particular manner, banish from among 
us that prevailing impiety of using his name on 
the niost trivial occasions. 
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1 find the following passage in an excellent ser- 
mon, preached at the funeral of a gentleman* who 
was an honour to his country, and a more diligent 
as well as succesaful inquirer into the works of na- 
ture than any other our nation has ever produced. 
' He had the profoundest veneration for the great 
God of heaven and earth that I have ever observed 
in any person. The very name of God was never 
mentioned by him without a pause and a visible 
stop in his discouree; in which one, that knew him 
most particularly above twenty years, has told me 
that he was so exact, that he docs not remember 
to have observed him once to fail in it.' 

Every one knows the veneration which was paid 
by the Jews to a name so great, wonderful, and 
holy. They would not let it enter even into their 
religions discourses. What can we then think of 
those who make use of so tremendous a name in 
theordinary expressions of their anger, mirth, and 
most impertinent passions! of those who admit it 
into the most familiar questions and assertions, 
ludicrous phrases, and works of humour! not to 
mention those who violate it by solemn perjuries! 
It would be an atfront to reason to endeavour to 
set forth the horror and profaneness of such a 
practice. The very mention of it exposes it suffi- 
ciently to those in whom the tight of nature, not to 
say religion, is not utterly extinguished. O. 

• See Biabop Bnmel'a Sermon, preached al the funcml 
of the Honourable Robert Boyl«, 
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'Fungor vice coHf, wuium 



Jteddere qu^eferrum valet, exwre ipsa tecandi, 

BtoR. Ars Poet, yer, SOI, 

I play the whelstone ; useless, and nofit 
To cut myself, I sharpen others wit. 

Ckbbch. 

is a very honest action to be studious to produce 
ler men*s merit; and I make no scruple of saying, 
aye as much of this temper as any man in the 
rid. It would not be a thing to be bragged of, 
t that it is what any man may be master of, who 
1 take pains enough for it. Much observation of 
i nnworthiness in being pained at the excellence 
another, will bring you to a scorn of yourself for 
it unwillingness; and when you have got so far, 
n will find it a greater pleasure than 70U ever be- 
« knew to be zealous in promoting the fame and 
Ifare of the praise-worthy. I do not speak this 
pretending to be a mortified self-denying man, 
t as one who had turned his ambition into a right 
innel. I claim to myself the merit of having ex« 
ted excellent productions from a person of the 
latest abilities, who would not have let them ap« 
Bired by any other means ;* to have animated a 
V young gentlemen into worthy pursuits, who will 
a glory to our age ; and at all times, and by all 
ssible means in my power, undermined the in- 
-est of ignorance, vice, and folly, and attempted 
substitute in their stead learning, piety, and good 
ise. It is from this honest heart that I fiad my- 

* Addison. 
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self honourcij as a gentlcnian-UBhcr to the arts and 
Hi^icncea. Mr. Tickell and Mr. Pope have, it seems, 
this idea of me. The former has writ me an ex- 
cellent paper of verses, in praise, forsooth, of my- 
self; and the other enclosed for my perusal an ad- 
mirable poem,' wliifh I hope will shortly see the 
light. In the mean lime 1 cannot suppress any 
thought of his, but insert this sentiment about the 
dying words of Adrian. I will not determine in 
the case he mentions ; but have thus much to say 
in favour of his argument, that many of his own 
works, which I have seen, convince me that very 
pretty and very sublime sentiments may be lodged 
in the same bosom without diminution of Its great- 
ness. 

'MR. SPECTATOR, 

' I was the other day in company with 
five or sXx men of some learning: where, chancing 
to mention the famous verses which the emperor 
Adrian spoke on bis death-bed, they were all agreed 
that it was a piece of gaiety unworthy that prince 
in those circumstances. 1 could not but dissent 
from this opinion. Methinks it waa by no means a 
gay but a very serious soliloquy to bis soul at the 
point of his departure: in which sense I naturally 
took these verses at my first reading them, when I 
was very young, and before I knew what interpret 
tatioQ the world generally put upon them, 

" Aninmla tagula, blaudula, i^^l 

Hnpea anntiqiu corpiyris, ^^^M 

Qsa nUDc abibii in laca.' ^^H 

Kec Cut tiAet) liabit jiica!" 

'Alas, my soul! thou pleasing companiou of 
• The Temple of Fame. 
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this body, tliou flt^eting thing; that ail now deserting 
it, whituer art thou flying? to what unknown re- 
gion ? thou art all trembling, fearful, and jieniiivc. 
Now what is become of thy former wit and hu- 
mour? Thou shah jest, and be gay no more." 

' I confess I cannot apprehend where lies the 
trifling in all this; it is the moat natural and ob- 
vious reflexion imaginable to a dying man: and, if 
we consider the emperor was a heathen, that doubt 
ooncerning the iiiture state of his soul will seem so 
far from being the effect of want of thought, that 
it was scarce reasonable he should think otherwise : 
not to mention that here is a plain confession in- 
cluded of his belief in its immortality. The dimi- 
nutive epithets of vagitla, bhmdula, and the rest, 
appear not to me as expressions of levity, but rather 
of endearment and concern ; such as we tind in Ca- 
tullus, and the authors of Hendecasyllabi after him, 
where they are used to express the utmost love and 
tenderness for their mistresses. — If you think me 
right in my notion of the last words of Adrian, be 
pleased to insert this in the Spectator ; if not, to 
suppress it. 

' I am, &c.' 



' In courts licentioua, and a shame leu stage. 
How long the war ifaalt wit with virtue wsge^ 
Enchanlcd by IhiA plostitnled Tair, 
Onr jouth run headlong in the fatal snare; 
In height of rapture cla^p nnbeeded pains. 
And suck pollution through their tingling veins, 

* Thy ipotleu thoughts nnebocked the priest may bear. 
And the |>ure vestal in her bosmn wear. 
To conacians blushes and diminished pride 
Thy glass betrays what [reach'rous love would hide; 
Nor harsh thy precepts, buL, iufus'd by stealth, 
_, Please while tne; cute, and cheat us into health. 
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Tb; work) in Chloo'i toUrt boar a part. 
And with bis Uilar iliare tUu ro|ilin)c's lieart : 
La«b'd in tliy Mtire the pennrious cit 
Xanghs at himself, aud finds no barm id wit : 
From felon gamesters the raw 'sqaire is free, 
And Britain owes her reicu'd uaks to thee." 
I His miss the Itolic viscountl dreads to tout. 
Or his third cure the sh^low templar boast; 
t And the Taab tool wlio scom'd the beaten road, 
' Dares quake at tbnnder, and confess his God. 

' The brainless stripling, who, cxpell'd to town, 
Damn'd the stiff college and pedantic gown, 
[ ' Aw'd by thy name is dumb, and tlirice a week 
Spells aneouth Latin, and protends to Greek, 
A sant'rine tribe I snch, born to wide estates. 
With 'yea and 'no' in senates hold debuteii 
At length despis'd, each to his field retires, 

- FirEt with the dogs, and king amidst the 'sqniiei ; 

^ From pert to stnpid sinks supinely down, 
In youth a coxcumb, and in age a clown. 

' Snch readers scorn'd, thon ning'st thy daring fli 
Above the stars, and tread'at the llelds of light ; 
Fame, heaven, and hell, are thy exalted theme. 
And visions snch as Jove himseli might dream ; 
Man sunk to slav'ry, tbongh to gtoiy bom. 
Heaven's pride when upright, aud deprav'd his k 

' Such hints alone could llritish Virell tend,t 
And thon alone deserve from anch a triend : 
A debt so borrow'd is illuatriouB fame, 
Aud fame when shu'd with him is double fane. 
So flush'd with Eweets, by beauty's queen bestow'd. 
With more than mortal charms Xncas riow'd : 
Such gen'rons strifes Eugene and Marlbro' try, 
And, as in glory, so in friendship vie. 



• Mr, Tickell here alludes to Steele's papers against 4 
sharpers, ate. in the Tatler, and parlicniarly to a IdT 
In lat. No. 73, signed Will Truslv, and written by I 
John Hughes. - 

t Viscount Bolingbroke. 

J A compliment lo Addison. 



That feart to liok vrhtn hmibled themes slie aings. 

Lost in the nass of mean forgotten thiligs. 

ReceWd by thee, t prophecy my rhimes 

The pnd^e of tirgins in sncceedittg times : 

Mix'd with thy works, their life no bounds shall see^ 

Bnt stand protected as inspir'd by thee, 

< So some weak shoot, which else woidd poorly rise, 
Jove's tree adopts, and lifts him to th« skies ; 
Through the new pupil fosf ring juices flow, 
Thrust fortii the '|jems, «ih| gtre the flowers to blow ; 
Aloft, immortal r^gns the plant unknown. 
With borrowed life, and vigour not his own.'* 

« TO THE SPECTATOR GENERAL. 

' Mr. JoHir Sly humbly shewetli, 

' That upon reading the deputation given 
to the said Mr. John Sly, all persons passing by his 
observatory behaved themselves with the same de- 
corum as if your honour yourself had been present. 

* That your said officer is preparing, according 
to your honour's secret mstructionsy-iiats for the 
several kinds of heads that make figures in the 
realms of Great Britain, with cocks significant of 
their powers and faculties. 

* That your said officer has taken due notice of 
your instructions and admonitions concerning the 
internals of the head from the outward form of the 
same. His hats for men of the faculties of law and 
physic do but just turn up, to give a little life to 
their sagacity; his military hats glare full in the 
face ; and he has prepared a famihar easy cock for 
all good companions between the above-mentioned 
extremes. For this end he has consulted the most 
learned of his acquaintance for the true form and 
dimensions of the lepidum caput, and made a hat 
6t for it. 

» By Mr. Thomas Xickcll. 
VOL. VII. A a 
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' Your said officer does further represent. That 
tbe youDg divines about town are maoy of them got 
Into tbe cock military', and desires your instructions 
I therein. 

' That the town bas been for several days very 
well behaved, and further your said officer saith 
not,' 



N" &33. TUESDAY, NOV. II, 1712. 



' TO THE SPECTATOR. 



■ SIR. 



' You have often given ua very excellent 
discourses against that unnatural custom of parents, 
in forcing; their children to marry contrary to iheic 
inclinations. My own case, without further pre- 
ftce, I will lay before you, and leave you to judge 
I of it. My father and mother both being in declining 
I years, would fain see me, tbcir eldest son, as they 
' call it, settled, I am as much for that as they can 
' be: but I must be settled, it seems, not according 
to my own, but tlicir liking. Upon tliis account 1 
am teased every day, because 1 have not yet fallen 
into love, in spite of nature, with one of a neigh- 
bouring gentleman's daughters; for, out of their 
abuadaut generosity, they give me the choice of 
four. "Jack," begins my father, " Mrs. Catlift^ 
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tine is a fine woman," — " Yes, sir, but she is rather 
too old."—" She will make the more discreet ma- 
nager, boy." Then my mother plays her part, 
" Is not Mrs. Betty exceeding fair;"—*' Yes, ma- 
dam, but she is of no conversation ; she has no tire, 
Bo agreeable vivacity ; she neither speaks nor looks 
with spirit." — "True, son, but for these very rea- 
lons she will he an easy, soft, obliging, tractable 
«reature." — "After all," cries an old aunt (who 
belong to the class of those who read plays with 
spectacles on), " what think you, nephew, of proper 
Mrs, Dorothy ?"— " What do I think ? why, i think 
■be cannot be above six foot* two inches high." — 
" Well, well, you may banter as long as you please, 
but height of stature is commanding and majestic." 
— " Come, come," says a cousin of mine in the fa- 
mily, "I will fit him; Fidelia is yet behind — pretty 

miss Fiddy must please you." " Oh ! jour very 

bumble servant, dear coz, she is as much loo young 
as her eldest sister is too old." — " Is it so indeed." 
quoth she, "good Mr. Pert? You that are but 
turned of twenty-two, and miss Fiddy in half a 
yeai's time will be in her teens, and she is capable 
of learning any thing. Then she will be so ob- 
servant; she will cry perhaps now and then, but 
never be angry." Thus they will think for me in 
this matter, wherein I am more particularly con- 
cerned than any body else. If I name any woman 
in the world, one of these daughters has certainly 
the same (]ualities. You see by these few hints, 
Mr. Spectator, what a comfortable life I lead. To 
be still more open and free with you, I have been 
passionately fond of a young lady (whom give me 
leave to ca'll Miranda) now for these three years. 
I have often urged the matter home to my parents 




i 



168 SPECTATOR^ N"" 533, 

wUh all the submission of a son, but the impatieiice 
of a lover. Pray, sir, think of three years : ¥7bat 
uiexpressible scenes of inquietude^ what variety of 
misery must I have gone through in Ifaree whole 
years ! Miranda's fortune is equal to those I have 
mentioned ; but her relations are not intfaaates with 
mine. Ah! there's the rub I Miranda^s person, 
wit, and humour, are what the nicest fancy could 
imagine ; and, though we know you to be so de- 
gant a judge of beauty, yet there is none among 
%\l your various characters of fine women prefer- 
able to Miranda. In a word, she is never guilty of 
doing any thing but one amiss (if she can be 
thought to do amiss by me), in being as blind to 
my faults, as she is to her own perfections. 

' I am. Sir, 

* Your very humble 
' obedient servant, 

' DU8TERBRA8TI7S.* 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* When you speut so much time as you 
did lately in censuring the ambitious young gen- 
tlemen who ride in triumph tiirough town and coun- 
try on coach-boxes, I wished you had employed 
those moments in consideration of whait passes some- 
times within-side of those vehicles. I am sure { 
suffered sufficieutly by the insolence and ill-breed- 
ing of some persons who travelled lately with me 
in the stage-coach out of Essex to London. I am 
sure, when you have heard what I have to say, you 
will think there are persons under the character of 
gentlemen, that are fit to be no where else but on 
the coach-box. Sir, I am a young woman of a 
sober and religious education, and have preserved 
that character; but on Monday was fortnight, it 
ivas my misfortune to come to London. I was no 
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K'SDOner clapped into llie coacii, but, to my great 

■ inrpme, two persons in the habit of geutlemen at- 

■ tacked me with such indecent discourse aa 1 cannot 
repeat to you, so you may conclude not fit for me 
to hear. I had no relief but the hopes of a speedy 
end of ray short journey. Sir, form to yourself 
wbat a persecution this must needs be to a lirtuous 
and chaste mind ; and, in order to your proper hand- 
ling such a subjecf, fancy yoar wife or daughter, if 
you had auy, in such circumstances, and what 
treatmeut you would ihen think due to such dra- 
goons. One of them was called a captain, and 
entertained us with nothing hut filthy stupid (jues- 
tions, or lewd songs, all the way. Ready to burst 
with shame and indignation, 1 repined that nature 
had not allowed us as easily to shut our ears as our 
eyes. But was this not a kind of rape '^ Why should 
there be accessaries in ravishment any more than 
murder? Why should not every contributor to the 
abuse of chastity suffer death ? I am sure these 
■liameless bell-hounds deserved it highly. Can you 
exert yourself better than on such an occasion ? If 
you do not do it effectually, I will read no more of 
your papers. Has every impertinent fellow a pri- 

Ivilcge to torment me, who pay my coach-hire as 
well as he ? Sir, pray consider us in this respect as 
the weakest sex, who have nothing to defend our- 
selves; and I think it is as gentleman-like to chal- 
lenge a woman to fight as to talk obscenely in her 
company, especially when she has not power to stir. 
Pray let me tell you a story which you can make fit 
for public view. 1 knew a gentleman, who having 
' a verv good opinion of the gentlemen of the array, 
invited ten or twelve of them to sup with him ; and 
at the same time invited two or three friends who 
were very severe against the manners and morals of 

I gentlemen of that profession. It happened one of 
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them broiiglit two caplaius of liis legiment newly 
come into the army, who at tirst unset engaged tbe 
company witli very lewd heallbs and suitable dU- 
course. You may easily imagine the conl'usion of 
ttie enterlainer, who finding some of bis friends very 
uneasy, desired to tell lliem the story of a great 
man, one Mr. Locke (whom 1 find you frequently 
mention), that being invtied to dine with the then 
Lords Halifax, Anglesey, aud Shaftesbury, imme- 
diately after dinner, inslead of conversatiou, tlie 
cards were called for, where the bad or good suc- 
cess produced Ihe usual passioua of gaming. Mr. 
Locke retiring to a window, and writing, my Lord 
Anglesey desired to know whut he was writing: 
" Why, my lords," answered he, " I could not 
sleep last night for the pleasure and improvement 
I expected from the conversation of tbe greatest 
men of the age." This so sensibly stung them, that 
they gladly compounded to throw their cards in the 
lire, if he would his paper, and so a conversation 
ensued fit for such persons. This story pressed 
so hard upon the young captains, together nilh 
the concurrence of their superior officers, that the 
young fellows left Ihe company in confusion. Sir, 
I know you hate long things ; but if you like it, 
yon may contract it, or how you will; but I think 
it has a moral in it. 

* But, sir, I am told you are a famous mechanic 
as well as a looker-on, and tiierefore humbly pro- 
pose you would invent some padlock, with full 
power under your hand and seal, for ail modext 
persons, either men or women, to clap upon the 
mouths of all such imperliuent irapudejit fellows: 
and 1 wish you would publish a proclamation that 
no modest person who has a value for her counte- 
nance, and consequently would not be put out of 
i.'t presume to travel after such a day without o 
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of them in their pockets. I fancy a smart Spectator 
upon this subject would serve for such a padlock ; 
and that public notice may be giyen in your paper 
where they may be had, with directions, price 
two-pence ; and that part of the directions may be^ 
when any person presumes to be guilty of tbe 
above-mentioned crime^ the party aggrieved may 
produce it to his face» with a request to read it to 
the company* He must be very much hardened 
that could outface that rebuke; and his further 
punishment I leave you to prescribe. 

' Your humble servant, 

T. * PENANCE cruel/ 
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Rams enim ferme sensus efmmums in Ula 
ForitauL 

Juv. Sat. viii. 73. 



-We seldom find 



Much sense with an exalted fortune join'd. 

Stepney. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

' I AM a young woman of nineteen, the 
only daughter of very wealthy parents, and have 
my whole life been used with a tenderness which 
did me no great service in my education. I have 
perhaps an uncommon desire £or knowledge of 
what is suitable to my sex and quality ; but as far 
as I can remember, the whole dispute about me 
has been, whether such a thing was proper for the 
child to do, or noil or whether such or such a 
food was the more wholesome for the young lady 
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to Ml f This wit ill for my shape, lliat for my 
camplesioD, and ihe other for my eyes. 1 am not 
uitiavsgant when I tell you I do not know that I 
hare trod upon the very eHTth ever since I was ten 
y«an old. A coa<^h or chair I am obliged to for 
all my motions from one place to another ever since 
1 can remember- All who bad to do to inslmcl 
Be, have ever been briogiDg stories of the notable 
ibiBp 1 bave slid, and the womanly manner of my 
behaving myself upon such and such an occasion. 
Tliis bas bt«n my state until I came towards years 
W womanhood : and ever since I grew towards the 
pgt of liftecn I bare been abused uAer another 
manner. Now. forsooth, i am so killing, no one 
can safely speak to me. Our house is frequented 
by men of sense, and I Iot^ to ask questions when 
1 fait into sucb conversation ; but I am ci|t short 
with sumelbing or other about my bright eyes. 
There is, sir, slanguage particular for talking to 
women in ; and none but those of the very first 
good-breeding (who are very few, and seldom come 
into my way) can speak to us without regard to our 
>ci. Among the generality of those they call gen- 
tlemen, it is impossible for me to speak upon aoy 
subject whalsocTer, without provoking somebody 
to say, " Oh ! to be sure, fine Mrs, Sucfa-a-one 
must be very particularly acquainted •iib all that; 
all the world would contribute to her entertainment 
and ioformation." Thus, sir, I am so handsome 
that I murder all who approach me ; so wise that 
I want no new notices; and so well-bred that I am 
treated by all that know me like a fool, for uo one 
will answer as if I were their friend or companion. 
\_\ Pray, sir, be pleased to take the part of us beau- 
ties and fortunes into your coniideratiou, and ^o 
let us be thus flatlered out of our senses. I have 



ipsy of a 



craftily given. 
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to Ibis ill quaiity; 1 was at first diverted nilh a 
certain absurdity the creature was guilty of in every 
thing she said. She is a country girl ; aud, in the 
dialect of the shire she was born in, would tell me 
that every body reckoned her lady had the purest 
red aud white in the world; theo she would tell 
me I was the most like one Sisly Dubaon in their 
town, who made the miller make away with him- 
self, and walk afterwards in the corn-field where 
they used to meet. With all this, this cunning 
hussy can lay letters in my way, and put a billet 
ill my gloves, and then stand in it she knows 
nothing of it. I do not know, from my birth to 
tliis day, (hat I have been ever treated by any one 
as I ought; and if it were not for a few books, 
which I delight in, I should be at this hour a 
novice to all common sense. Would it not be 
worth your while to lay down rules for behaviour ia 
this case, and tell people, that we fair ones expect 
honest plain answers as well as other people* Why 
must I, good sir, because I have a good air, a iine 
complexion, and am in the bloom of my years, be 
misled in all my actions; and have the notions of 
good and evil confounded in my mind, for no other 
but because 1 have the advantages of 
'{, what with the 
IS by the sort of 
id the utter uegli- 
the conversation 
is no other than 
and vanity, if 
bniitted to your 
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beauty and fortune? Indeed, 

silly homage which ia paid to 

people I have above spoken of, i 

gencc which others have for us 

of us young women of conditioi 

what must expose u« to igi 

not vice. All this is humbly 

Bpectatorial wisdom, bv 
L " ' Sir, 

B* < Youi bumble servant, 

^L 'SHARLOT WEALTHY. 
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' MR. SPRCTATOR, ' Will's CoA'ee-boute. 

' PHAY.sir, it will serve to fill up a paper 
if you put iu thU; whkh is only to ask, whether 
that oopy of verses which ii a paraphrase of Isaiah, 
in one of your Bpeculations, is not written by Mr. 
Pope? Then you get on another line, by putting 
in, with proper Instances, as at the end of a letter, 

■ I am. Sir. -._ 

' Your humble servant, ^ 

' ABRAHAM DAPPERWIT.* 4P 
MR. DAPPERWIT, 

'1 AM glad Ui get another line forward, by 
^ ng that excellent piece is Mr. Pope's; and so, 
I crith proper distances, 'i^ 

• ■ I .n,. Sir, ^ 

' Your humble servant, .^H 

■ THE BPECTATOK.t^l 
• MR. SPECTATOR, 

' I WAS a wealthy grocer in the city, and 
' as fortunate as diligent; but I was a single man, 
' And you know there are women. One in particular 
' came to my shop, who I wished might, but was 
afraid never would make a grocer's wife. I thought, 
however, to take an eAectual way of coarting, and 
sold her at less price than I bought, that 1 might 
l(uy at less price than 1 sold. She, you may be sure, 
often eame and helped me to many customers at 
the same rate, fancying I was obliged to her. You 
must needs think this was a good living trade, and 
my riches must be vastly improved. In tine, I was 
nigh being declared bankrupt, when J declared my- 
self her lover, and she herself married. I was just 
in a condition to support myself, and am now in 
jiopca of growing rich by losing my customers, 

' Yours, ' JEREMY COMFIT.' 




LOMMli ^_ 



a* SS4, SPECTATOR. 



r 

r H's 

I ' MB. SPECtATOR, 

F ' I AM in the condition of t!ie idol you was 

once pleased to mention, and bar keeper of a colfee^ 
house, I believe it is needless to tell you the op- 
portunities I must give, and the importunities I 
suffer. But there is one gentleman who besieges 
me as close as the French did Bouchain. His 
gravity makes him work cautious, and his regular 
approaches denote a good engineer. You need not 
doubt of his oratory, as he is a lawyer ; and espe- 
L cially since he has had so little use of it at West- 
P minster, he may spare the more for me. 
P • What then can weak woman do? I am willing 
■■ to surrender, but he would have it at discretion, 
and 1 with discretion. In the mean time, whilst we 
parley, onr several interests are neglected. As his 
siege grows stronger, my tea grows weaker; and 
while he pleads at my bar, none come to him for 
counsel but ia forma pavperis. Dear Mr. Spectator, 
advise him not to insist upon hard articles, nor by 
his irregular desires contradict the well-meaning 
lines of his countenance. If we were agreed, we 
might settle to something, as soon as we could de< 
termine where we should get most by the law — at 

I (he coffee-house, or at Westminster. 
' Your humble servant, 
J ' LUCINDA PARLEY.'" 

A Minute from Mr. John Sly. 
' The world is pretty regular for about forty rod 
east and ten west of the observatory of the said 
Mr. Sly ; but he is credibly informed, that when 
they are got beyond the pass into the Strand, or 
those who move city-ward are got within Temple- 
bar, they are just as they were before. It is there- 
" ' inibly proposed, that moving sentries may be 
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appointed all the busy hours of the day between 
Ifae Exchange and WestmiDBter, and report what 
passes to j'our honour, or your subordinate officers, 
from time to time.' 

Ordered, 

That Mr. Sly name the said officers, provided U 
v'ill answer for their principles and morals. 
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SptBt longum Toecet.— 



Cut short V. 






Mr four hundred and aeventy-first speculation 
turned upon the subject of hope in general. I de- 
sign this paper as a speculation upon that vain and 
foolish hope, which is misemployed on temporal 
objects, and produces many sorrows and calamities 
iu human life. 

It ia a precept several times inculcated by Horace, 
that we should not entertain a hope of any thing 
in life, which lies at a great distance from us. The 
shortness and uncertainty of our time here makes 
such a kind of hope unreasonable and absurd. The 
grave lies unseen between us and the object which 
we reach after. Where one man lives to enjoy the 
good he has in view, ten thousand are cut oS\a the 
pursuit of it. 

It happens likewise unluckily, that one hope no 
sooner dies in us but another rises up in its stead. 
We. are apt to fancy that we shall be happy and-- 
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■atisfied if wc possess ourselves of sucli and siicli 
particulaienjoymeDts; but either by reason ot'lheir 
emptiness, or the natural inquietude of the mind, 
we have no sooner gained one point, but we extend 
our hopes to another. We still find new inviting 
scenes and landscapes lying behind those which at 
a distance terminated our view. 

The natural consequences of such reflexions are 
these ; that we should take care not to let our hopes 
run out into too great a length ; that we should 
sufficieotly weigh the objects of our hopes, whether 
they be such as we may reasonably expect (rom 
them what we propose in their fruition, and whether 
they are such as we are pretty sure of attaining, iu 
case our life extend itself so far. If we hope for 
things that are at too great a distance from us, it 
is possible that we may be intercepted bv death in 
our progress towards them. If we hope tor things 
which we have not thoroughly considered the value 
of, our disa|>p ointment will be greater than our 
pleasure in the fruition of them. If we hope for 
what we are not likely to possess, we act and think 
in vain, and make life a greater dream and shadow 
than it really is. 

Many of the miseries and misfortunes of life pro- 
ceed from our want of consideration, in one or all 
of these particulars. They are the rocks on which 
the sanguine tribe of lovers daily split, and on 
which the bankrupt, the politician, the alchymist, 
and projector, are cast away in every age. Men of 
warm imaginations and towering thoughts are apt 
to overlook the goods of fortune which arc near 
them, for something that glitters in the sight at a 
distance ; to neglect solid and substantial happi- 
ness, for what is showy and superficial ; and to con- 
temn that good which lies within their reach, for 
that which they are not capable of attaining. Hope 

VUL. VII. B b 
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calculates its schemes for a long and durable life ; 
presses forward to imaginary poiiUsof bliss; graspft 
at impossibilities ; and consequently very often en- 
snares men into beggar)', ruin, and disbonour. 

What I have here said may serve as a moral to 
an Arabian fable, which I dad translated into French 
by Monsieur Gall and. The fable has in it such a 
wild but natural simplicity, that I question not but 
my reader will be as much pleased with it as 1 have 
been, and that he will consider himself, if he re- 
flects on the several amusements of hope which 
kave sometimes passed in his mind, as a near rela- 
tion to the Persian glassman. 

Alnaschar, aays the fable, was a very idle fellow 
thatneVerwouldsethisLatid to any business during 
his father's life. When his father died, he left him 
to the value of an hundred drachmas in Persian 
money. Alnaschar, in order to make the best of it, 
laid it outin glasses, bottles, and the finest eartlien 
ware. These he piled up in a large open basket, 
and, having made choice of a very little shop, placed 
thebaaketat liisfeet; and leaned his back upon the 
"wall, in expectation of customers. As be sat in 
this posture, with his eyes upon the basket, he fell 
into a most amusing train of thought, and was over- 
heard by one of his neighbours, as he talked to 
himself in the following manner : ' This basket,' 
■ays he, * cost me at the wholesale merchant's an 
hundred drachmas, which is all 1 have in the world. 
I shall quickly make two hundred of it, by selling it 
in retail. These two hundred drachmas will in a. 
very littlewhile rise to four hundred, which of course 
wilt amount in time to four thousand. Four thou- 
sanddrachmascannotfailof making eight thousand. 
As soon as by these means 1 am master of ten thou- 
sand, 1 will lay aside my trade of a glassman, and 
turn jeweller. I >hall then deal in diamondi, peuU, 
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I .and all sorts of rich stonee. When I have got to- 
f;ether as mucU wealth as I well can desire, I will 
make a purchase of the tinest house 1 can hod, with 
lands, slaves, eunuchs, and horses, I ehall then 
begin to enjoy myself, and make a noise in the 
world. I will not however atop there, but still con- 
tinue niy traffic, until I have got together a hundred 
thousand drachmas. When I have thus made my- 
self master of a hundred thousand drachmas, I shall 
naturally set myself on the foot of a prince, and 
will demand the grand visier's daughter in marriage. 
After having represented to that minister the infor- 
mation which I have received of the beauty, wit, 
>«liBcretiDn,and other high qualities which his duugh- 
'ter possesses. 1 will let him know, at the same time, 
,that it is my intention to make him a present of a 
thousand pieces of gold on our marriage night. As 
soon as I have married the grand visier's daughter, 
I will buy her ten black eunuchs, the youngest and 
(he best that can be got tor money. I must after- 
wards make my father<in-law a visit, with a great 
train and eijuipage. And when I am placed at his 
right hand, which he will do of course, if it be 
only to honour his daughter, J will giyc him the 
thoiLsand pieces of gold which I promised him; and 
afterwards, to his great surprise, will present him 
with another purse of the same value, with some 
short speech : as, " Sir, you see I am a man of mj 
*word : I always give more than I promise." 

* When I have brought the princess to iny bouse, 
i shall take particular care to breed her in a due 
respect for me before I give the reins to love and 
dalliance. To this end I shall confine her to her 
own apartment, make her a short visit, and talk 
but little to her. Her women will represent to me, 
that she is inconsolable by reason of my uokindness, 
I -and beg me with tears to caress her, and let her lit _ 

L : J 
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down by me : but I shall still remain iaexotable, 
and will turn my back upon her all the first night. 
JHer mother will then come and bring her daughter 
to me, as I am seated upon my sofa. The dai^rhter, 
with tears in her eyes, will fling herself at jmjf feet, 
and beg of me to receive her into my iairaMBb. Then 
will I, to imprint in her a thorough ventii ii o n for 
jn^ person, draw up my legs and spurn ktiiitti me 
with my foot, in such a manner that aim thaU (all 
down several paces from the so&.* 

Alaaschar was entirely swallowed up in this chi- 
merical Tisioa, and could not forbear acting with 
his foot what he had in his thoughts ; so that un- 
Inckily atrikiag his basket of brittle ware, which was 
the liMindalion of all his grandeur, he kicked his 
f lassea to a great distance from him into the street, 
mad broke them into ten thousand pieces. 

O. 
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O vera Phrygia, neque mm ?hryge$ ! 

ViRG. ^n.ix. 617. 

O ! less than women in the shapes of men. 

Drtden. 

As I was the other day standing in my bookseller*8 
shop, a pretty young thing about eighteen years of 
age stepped out of her coach, and, brushing by me, 
beckoned the man of the shop to the further end 
of his counter, where she whispered something to 
him, with an attentive look, and at the same time 
presented him with a letter : after which, pressing 
the end of her fan upon his hand, she delivered 
the. remaining part of her message, and withdrew. 
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J observed, ia the midst of her discourse, that ihe 
pushed, and cast an eye upon me over her shoulder, 
baviug been iutormcd by my bookseller that 1 was 
the uan of the short face whom she had so often 
read of. Upon her passiDgby me, the pretty bloooi' 
ing creature smiled in my face, aod dropped me a 
curtsy. She scarce gave me time to leturn her 
salute, before sbe quitted the shop with an easy 
ekuttle, and stepped again into her coach, giving 
the footmen directions to drive where they were 
bid. Upon her departure, my bootaeller gave me 
a letter superscribed 'To the ingenious Spectator,' 
which the ^oung lady had desired him to deliver 
into my own hands, and to tell me, that the speedy 
publication of it >vould not only oblige herself, but 
a whole tea-tab)e of my friends. 1 opened it there- 
fore with a resolution to publish it, whatever it 
lihould contain, and am sure if any of my male 
readers will be so severely critical as not to like it, 
they would have been as well pleased with it as my- 
pelt, had they seen the face of the pretty scribe. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, London, Nov.lT12. 

' You are always ready to receive any 
useful hint or proposal, and such, I believe, you 
will think one that miiy put you in a way to em- 
ploy the most idle part of the kingdom: I mean 
tbat part of mankind who are known by the name 
of the women's men, or beaux, &c. Mr. Specta- 
tor, you are sensible these pretty gentlemen are not 
made for any manly employments, and for want of 
business arc often as much in the vapours as the 
ladies. Now what I propose is this, that siucc 
knotting is again in fashion, which has been found 
a very pretty amusement, that you will recommeni^ 
it to these gentlemen as something that may make 
' Bb3 
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then usefiil to the ladies they admiie. Aainceit 
is wot inconsistent with any game, or otiicr dirersion, 
for it may be done in the playhouse, in tkcir coaches, 
at the tea-table, and in short in all places where they 
come for the sake of the ladies (ezcq>tat church; 
be pleased to forbid it there, to prcTent mistakes), 
it will be easily complied with. It is besides an 
employment that allows, as we see by the fair sex, 
of many graces, which will make the beaux m<Mie 
readily come into it ; it shews a white hand and a 
diamond ring to great advantage ; it leaves the 
eves at full liberty to be employed as before, as 
also the thoughts and the tongue. In short, it 
leems in every respect so proper, that it is need- 
less to urge it further, by speaking of the satisfac- 
tion these male knotters will find, when they see 
their work mixed up in a fringe, and worn by the 
fair lady for whom and with whom it was done; 
Truly, Mr. Spectator, I* cannot bnt be pleased I 
have hit upon something that these gentlemen are 
capable of; for it is sad so considerable a part of 
the kingdom, (I mean for numbers) should be of no 
manner of use. I shall not trouble you further at 
this time, but only to say, that I am always your 
reader, and generally your admirer. *c. b,* 

* P. S. The sooner these fine gentlemen are set 
to work the better ; there being at this time seve- 
ral fine fringes, that stay only for more hands.' 

I shall in the next place present my reader with 
the description of a set of men who are common 
enough in the world, though I do not remember 
that I have yet taken notice of them, "as they are 
drawn in the following letter. 
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* MR. SPECfTATOR, 

* Since you have lately, to so good pur- 
pose, enlarged upon conjugal love, it is to be hoped 
you will discourage every practice that rather pro- 
ceeds from a regard to interest than to happiness. 
Now you cannot but observe, that most of our fine 
young ladies readily fall in with the direction of 
the graver sort, to retain in their service by some 
small encouragement as great a number as they 
can of supernumerary and insignificant; fellows, 
which they use like whifflers, and commonly call 
** shodng horns." These are never designed to 
know the length of the foot, but only, when a good 
offer comes, to whet and spur him up to the point. 
Nay, it is the opinion of that grave lady. Madam 
Matchwell^ that it is absolutely convenient for 
every prudent family to have several of these inv- 
plements about the house to clap on as occasion 
serves ; and that every spark ought to produce a 
certificate of his being a shoeing horn before he be 
admitted as a shoe. A certain lady whom I could 
name, if it was necessary, has at present more 
shoeing horns of all sizes, countries, and colours, in 
her service, than ever she had new skoes in her life^ 
I have known a woman make use of a shoeing horn 
for several years, and, finding him unsuccessful in 
that function, convert him at length into a sfaoe. 
I am mistaken if your friend, Mr. William Honey- 
comb, was not a cast shoeing horn before his late 
marriage. As for myself, I must frankly declare 
to you, that I have been an errant shoeing horn for 
above these twenty years. I served my first mis- 
tress in that capacity above five of the number, 
before she was shod. I confess, though she had 
luany who made their application to her, I always 
thought myself the best shoe in her shop ; and it 
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was not until a month before her Biarriage that I 
discovered what I was. 

f This had like to have broke my heart, and raised 
such suspicions in me, that I told the next I mad^ 
love to, upon receiving some unkind usage from 
her, that I began to lode upon myself as no more 
than her shoeing horn. Upon which, my dear, 
who was a coquette in her nature, told me I was 
hypochondriacal, and I might as well look upon 
myself to be an egg, or a pipkin. But in a very 
iihort time after she gave me to know that I was 
not mistaken in myself. It would be tedious to 
you to recount the life of an unfortunate shoeing 
horn, or I might entertain you with a very long and 
melancholy relation of my sufferings. Upon the 
whole, I think, sir, it would very well become a 
man in your post, to determine in what cases a 
woman may be allowed with honour to make us^ 
of a shoeing horn, as also to declare, whether a 
maid on this side five-and*twenty, -or a widow who 
has not been three ^ears in that state, may be 
granted such a privilege, with other difficulties 
which will naturally occur to you upoii that sub- 
ject. - ' 

* I am. Sir, 
f With the most profpund veneration, 

Pr f Tours, &c,^ 
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Tcv fi49 yip \i99i ig'f^. 

Arat. 

For tre are hh offsprinr. 

AcUxT]i.a8. 

* TO THE SPECTATOR. 

* SIR, 

' It has been usual to remind persons of 
rank, on great occasions in life, of their race and 
quality, and to what expectations they were bom ; 
that by considering what is worthy of them, they 
may be withdrawn from mean pursuits, and encou- 
raged to laudable undertakings. This is turning 
nobility into a principle of virtue, and making it 
productive of merit, as it is understood to have 
been originally a reward of it. 

' It is for the like reason, I imagine, that you 
have in some of your speculations asserted to your 
readers the dignity of human nature. But you 
cannot be insensible that this- is a controverted 
doctrine ; there are authors who consider human 
nature in a very different view, and books of 
maxims.have been written to shew the falsity of all 
human virtues.* The reflexions which are made 
on this subject usually take some tincture from 

* An allusion to tlie following book, Reflexions et 
Maxim es Morales de M. le Doc de la Rochefoucanlt. — 
Mad. L'Enclos 8a3rB of him, that he had no more belief in 
.virtues than he had in ghosts. 
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the temper! and characters of those that made 

them. Politicians can resolve the most shining 

L kctioDs nmong men into artifice and design : others, 

y who are soured by discontent, repulse, or ill-usage, 

p ftre apt to mistake their spleen for philosophy ; 

I' mtn of profligate lives, and such as find themselves 

I incapable of rising to any dislinctiuu among Iheir 

iw-crcatures, are for pulling down all appear- 

r< Uces of merit which seem to upbraid them ; and 

I Mtiriats describe nothing but deformity. From 

all these hands we have such draughts of mankind, 

are represented in those burlesque pictures 

I which the Italians cull carricaturas ; where the art 

h consists iti preserving, amidst distorted propor- 

[ .tions and aggravated features, some likeness of 

e person, but in such a manner as to transform 

the most agreeable beauty into the most odious 

monster. 

It is very disingenuous to level the best of raan- 
iind with the worst, and for the faults of par- 
ticulars to degrade the whole species. Such me- 
thods tend not only to remove a man's good opinion 
^f others, but to destroy that reverence for himself, 
which is a great guard of innocence, and a spring 
of virtue, 

' It is true, indeed, that there are surprising mix- 
tures of beauty and deformity, of wisdom and folly, 
yirtue and vice, in the human make : such a dis- 
l .parity is found among numbers of the same kind; 
[ ;and every individual iu some instances, or at some 
'times, is so unequal to himself, that man seems to 
lie the most wavering and inconsistent being in the 
whole creation. So that the question in morality 
concerning tha dignity of oui nature may at first 
Bight appear like some difficult questions in natural 
fihilosophy, in which the arguments on both sides 
Bceni to be of equal sireugth. But, as 
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considering this point as it relates tn action, I ahall 
here borrow an admirable reflexion from Monsieur 
Paschal, which I think sets it in its proper light. 

" It is of dangerous eonsequence," saja he, *' to 
represents to man how near he is to the level of 
beasts, without shewing him at the same time his 
greatness. It is likewise dangerous to let him see 
his greatness without his meanness. It is more 
' dangerous yet to leave him ignorant of either; but 
very beneficial that he should be made sensible of 
both." Whatever imperfections we may have in 
our nature, it is the business of religiou and virtue 
to rectify them, as fer as is consistent with our 
present state. In the mean time, it is no small en- 
couragement to generous minds to consider, that 
we shall put them all off with our mortality. That 
sublime manner of salutation with which the Jews 
approach their kings, 

"O king, live forever!" 

may be addressed to the lowest and most despised 
mortal among us, under all the infirmities and dis- 
tressea with which we sec him surrouaded. And 
whoever believes in the immortality of the bouI, 
will not need a better argument for the dignity of 
his nature, nor a, stronger incitement to actions 
■nitable to it. 

' I am naturally led by this reflexion to a subject 
I have already touched upon in a former letter, and 
cannot without pleasure cull to mind the thought of 
Cicero to this purpose, in the close of bb book con- 
cerning old age. Every one who is acquainted with 
bis writings will remember that the elder Cato is 
introduced in that discourse as the Speaker, and 
Scipio and Lelius as his auditors. This venerable 
person is represented looking forward as it were 
n'om the verge of extreme old age into a future 
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rtate, aud rising iiilo a contemplation on tlie uu- 
perishable part of his nature, and its exiatence after 
death. I shall collect part of hia discourse. And 
J) you have formerly ofiereil Home arguments for 
be soul's immortality, agreeable both to reason and 
, Ae Christian doctriue, 1 belieye jour readers will 
' Bot be displeased to see how the same great truth 
fbines in the pomp of Roman eloquence. 

" This," says Coto, " is my iirm persuasion, that 
■ince the human soul exerts ib^elf with so great 
activity; since it has such a remembrance of the 
pBst, such a concern for the future ; since it is 
enriched with bo maiiy arls, sciences, and dis- 
eoveries ; it is im|M)si«ible that the Beiog which 
I lontaina all these must be inniiortal. 

' The elder CycuB> Just before his death, is re- 
presented by Xenophon speaking after this maimer : 
' Think not, my dearest children, that when 1 de- 
part from you I shall be no more ; but remember, 
that my soul, even while I lived among you, was 
Invisible to you : yet by my actions you were sen- 
Bible it existed in this body. Believe it therefore 
existing still, though it be still unseen. Hoiv 
quickly would the honours of illustrious men periib 
ftfter death, if their souls performed nothing' to 
I preserve their fiime ! For my own port, I never 
[ could think that the soul while in a mortal body 
L Hves, but when departed out of it dies : or that its 
I consciousness is lost when it is discharged out of an 
I Onconscious habitation. But when it is freed from 
I bII corporeal alliance, then it truly exists. Further, 
I Since the human frame is broken' by death, tell us 
I vhat becomes of its parts? It is visible whither 
i the materials of other beings are translated ; 
I liamely, to the source from whence they had Uietr 
[ fcirtli. The soul alone, neither present or deput^, 
I the object of our eyes.' 
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" Thus Cyrus. But to proceetl : —No oa* slial I 
persuade me, Scipio, that your worlliy fathei', or 
your grandfathers Paulus and Afritanus, or Afri- 
caiiui bU fathei or uncle, or many other excellent 
inen whom I need not name, performed so many 
^tiopK to be remembered by posterity, without 
being sensible that futurity was their right. And, 
if I may be allowed an old man's privilege to so 

Seak of myself, do you think I would have endured 
e fatigue of so many wearisome days and nights, 
both at home and abroad, if I imagined that the 
jiwne boundary which is set to my life must termt- 
aate my glory 1 Were it not more desirable to have 
vorn out my days in ease and tranquillity, free 
from labour, and without emulation i But, I know 
not how, my soul has always raised itself, and 
looked forward on futurity, in this view and expec- 
tation, that when it shall depart out of life it shall 
tiien live for ever; and if this were not true, that 
mind is immortal, the soul of the most worthy 
would not above all others have the strongest im- 
polse to glory. 

" What besides this is the cause that the wisest 
men die with the greatest equanimity, the ignorant 
with the greatest concern I Does it not seem that 
those minds which have the most extensive views 
foresee they are removing to a happier condition, 
rwhich those of a narrow sight do not perceive ? I, 
for my part, ara transported with the hope of seeing 
your ancestors, whom I have honoured and loveij ; 
and am earnestly desirous of meeting not only thosu 
excellent persons whom 1 have known, but those 
too of whom 1 have heard and read, and of whoni 
I myself have written; nor would I be detaiii>?d 
from so pleasing a journey. O happy day, when 
1 shall escape from this crowd, this heap of pol* 
lution, and he admitted to that divine assembly of 
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exalted spirits ! when I shall go not only to those 
great persons I have named,* hut to my Cato, my 
son, than whom a better man was never bom, and 
whose funeral rites I myself performed, whereas 
he ought rather to have attended mine. Yet has 
not his soul deserted me, but, seeming to cast back 
a look on me, is gone before to those habitations to 
which it was sensible I should follow him. And 
though I might appear to have borne my loss with 
courage, I was not unaffected with it ; but I com- 
forted myself in the assurance, that it would not 
be long before we should meet again, and be di- 
vorced no more." 

* I am/Sir, &c/ 



** 



.« 



N" $38. SPECTATOR. 291 



NV$88, MONDAY, NOV. 17, 17115. 



UltrtJi 



Finem tendere opus, 

HoR. 2 Sat. i. 1. ' 

To launch beyond all bounds. 

Surprise is so much the life of stories, that every 
pne aims at it )yho endeavours to please by telling 
them. Smooth delivery, an elegant choice of words, 
and a sweet arrangement, are all beautifying graces^ 
but not the particulars in this point of conversation 
which either long command the attention, or strike 
with the violence of a sudden passion, or occasion 
the burst of laughter which accompanies humour. 
I have sometimes fancied that the mind is in this 
case like a traveller wl|o sees a fine seat in haste ; 
he acknowledges the delightfulness of a walk 'set 
with regularity, but would be uneasy if he were 
obliged to pace it over, when the first view had let 
him into all its beauties from one end to the other. 

However, a knowledge of the success which 
stories will have when they are attended with a turn 
of surprise, as it has happily made the characters of 
some, so has it also been the ruin of the cha- 
racters of others. There is a set of men who put- 
rage truth, instead of affecting us with a manner in 
telling it; who overleap the line of probability, that 
they may be seen to move out of the common road ; 
and endeavour only to make their hearers stare by 
imposing upon them with a kind of nonsense against 
the philosophy of nature, or such aheap of wonders 
told upon their own knowledge, as it is npt Ukely 
pne man should have ever met with. 
• ' ■ cc2 • 
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I liave been led to tUi« observation by a <:ompany 
into which 1 tell accidentally. The subject of anti- 
pathies was a proper field, wherein such false sur- 
prises might expatiate, and there were ^ose present 
who appeared very fond to shew it in its full extent 
of traditioaal history. Some of them, in a learned 
manner, offered to our consideration the miraculous 
powers which the etfluviuins of cheese have over 
bodies whose pores are disposed lo receive them in 
A noxious manner : others gave an account of such 
who could indeed bear the sight of cheese, but not 
the taste ; for which they brought a reason from the 
inilk of their nurses. Otners again discoursed, with- 
out endeavouring at reasons, concerning an un- 
conquerable aversion which some storoacba have 
against a joint of meat when it is whole, and the 
eager iuclination they have for it when, by its being 
cutup.theahape which had affected them is altered. 
From hcucc they passed to eels, then to parsnips, 
and so from one aversion to another, iiDtil wc had 
worked up ourseUes to such a pilch of complaisance, 
that when ihe dinner was to come in we inquired 
the name of every dish, and hoped it would be no 
offence to any in company, before it was admitted, 
When we had sat down, this civility among us 
turned the discourse from eatables to other sorts of 
aversions ; and the eternal cat, which plagues every 
conversation of this nature, began then to engross 
the subject. One had sweated at the sight of it, 
another had smelled it out as it lay concealed in a 
very distant cupboard; and he who crowned the 
whole set of these stories, reckoned up the number 
of limes in which it had occasioned him to swoon _ 
away. 'Atlast,' savs he, ' tbutyou may atlbe m 
tisticd of my invincible aversion to a cat, I shnll^' 
au unanswerable instance. As I was goingthronj 
a street of London, where I nercr had been u ' 
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tben, I felt a general damp and faintness all over 
me, which I could not tell how to account for, un- 
til I chanced to cast my eyes upwards, and found 
.that I was passing under a sign-post on which the 
picture of a cat was hung.' 

The extravagance of this turn in the way of sur- 
prise gave a stop to the talk we had been carrying 
on. Some were silent because they doubted, and 
.others because they were conquered in their own 
way ; so that the gentleman had an opportunity to 
press the belief of it upon us, and let us see that he 
was rather exposing himself than ridiculing others. 

I must freely own that I did not all this while 
disbelieve every thing that was said; but yet I 
thought some in the company had been endea- 
vouring who should pitch the bar furthest; that it 
had for some time been a measuring cast, and at 
last my friend of the cat and sign-post had thrown 
beyond them all. 

I then considered the manner in which this story 
had been received, and the possibility that it might 
have passed for a jest upon others, if he had not 
laboured against himself. From hence, thought I^ 
there are two ways which the well-bred world gencr 
rally takes to correct such a practice, when they do 
not think fit to contradict it flatly. 

The first of these is a general silence, which I 
would not advise any one to interpret in his own 
behalf. It is often the effect of prudence in avoiding 
a quarrel, when they see another drive so fast that 
there is no stopping him without being run against ; 
and but very seldom the effect of weakness in be- 
lieving suddenly. The generality of mankind are 
not so grossly ignorant, as some overbearing spirits 
would persuade themselves ; and if the authority 
of a character or a caution against danger make 
us suppress our opinions, yet neither of these 

c c 3 
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are of force eaoHgfa to sugipres* our thoDghU of 
them. If a man who has endeavoured to amuse 
his compaDV with improbabilities could but )ook 
into their minds, be would find that they imagine 
he lightly esteems of their sense when he thinks to 
impose upon theio, and that he is less esteemed bv 
them for his attempt in doin^ so. His eiidearour to 
gtory at their expense becooiesa ground of quarrel, 
and the scorn and indifterence with which they en- 
tertain it begins the immediate punishment: and 
iudeed (if we should even go no further) silence, 
or a negligent iDdifTereuce, has a deeper waj of 
wounding than opposition, becauseopposition pro- 
ceeds from an anger that has a sort of generous 
sentiment for the adversary mingling along with it, 
while it shews that there is some esteem in your 
mind for him: in short, that you think him worth 
while to contest with. But silence, or a negligent 
indifference, proceeds from anger, mixed with a 
Rcom that shews another he is thought by you too 
contemptible to be regarded. 

The other method which the world has taken for 
correclJDg this practice of false surprise, is to over- 
shoot Bui h talkers in their ow» bovr, or to raise the 
stoty with further degrees of impossibility, and set 
up for a voucher to them in such a manner ss must 
let them see they stand detected. Thus 1 have 
heard a discourse was once managed upon the 
effects of fear. One of the company had given an 
account how it had turned his tiriend's hair grey in a 
night, while the terrors of a shipwreck en compassed 
him. Another, taking the hint from hence, began 
upon his own knowledge to enlarge his instances of 
the like nature to such a number, that it was not pro- 
bable he could ever have met with them : and as be 
still grounded these upon different causes for ibe 
lake of variety, rl luishl seem al Irtst, ftom hiil^ 
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of the coavenation, almost impoiiible that anyone 
who can feci the passion of fear should all bis life 
escape BOCommou&D elfect of it. By this timesome 
of the company g;rcw negligent, or deBirous to con- 
tradict faiiD ; but one rebuked the rest with an ap- 
pearance to severity, and, with the known uld story 
in his head, assured them he did not scruple to be- 
lieve that the fear of any thing can make a man's 
hair grey, since he knew one whose perriwig had 
Buffered so by it. Thus he stopped the talk, and 
made them easy. This is the same method taken 
to bring us to shame, which we fondly take to in- 
crease our character. It is indeed a kind of mimicry, 
by which another puts on our air of conversation 
to shew us to ourselves. He seems to look ridicu- 
lons before you, that you may remember how near a 
resemblance you bear to him, or that you may know 
that be will not lie under the imputation of believing 
you. Then it is that you arc struck dumb imme- 
diately with aconacientiouashamefor what you have 
been saying. Then it is that you are inwardly 
grieved at the sentiments which you cannot but 
perceive others entertain concerning you. In short, 
you are against yourself ; the laugh of the company 
runs against you ; the censuring world is obliged to 
you for that triumph which you have allowed them 
[ at your own expense ; and triith, which you have 
[ injured, has a near way of being revenged on you, 
when by the bare repetition of your story you be- 
come a frequent diversion for the public. 

■ MR. SPECTATOR, 

' The other day, walking in Pancras 
charch-yard, I thought of your paper wherein yon 
mention epitaphs, and am of opinion (bis has a 
thought in it worth being communicated to your 
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*' I)ere innocence and beauty lies, iwhose breaU^ 
Was snatch'd by early, not untimely, death. 
Hence did she go, just as she did begin 
Sorrow to know, before she knew to sin. * 

Death, that does sin and sorrow thus prerenty 
}s the next blessing to a life well spent." 

' I am. Sir, 

* Your servant.' 



N* 639. TUESDAY, NOV. 18, 1712, 



IleterocUia mnto, 

QvjE Genus. 

Be they heterocUtes. 
* MR. SPECTATOR, 

' 1 AM a young widow of good fortune and 
family, and just come to town; where I find I have 
clusters of pretty fellows come already to visit me, 
some dying with hopes, others with fears, though 
they never saw me. Now, what 1 would beg of 
you would be to know whether I may venture to 
use these pert fellows with the same freedom as I 
did my country acquaintance. I desire your leave 
to use them as to me shall seem meet, without im- 
putation of a jilt; for since I make declaration that 
not one of them shall have me, I think I ought to 
be allowed the liberty of insulting those who have 
the vanity to believe it is in their power to make me 
break that resolution. There are schools for learn- 
ing to use foils, frequented by those who never 
design to fight ; and this useless way of aiming at 
the heart, without design to wound it on cither side. 
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is tb^ j^ay with which I am retolved to divert m j' 
«elf. The man who pretends to win, I shall use 
him like one who comes into a ieneing-school to 
pick a quarrel. I hope upon this fonndation yon 
will gwe me the free use oithe natural and artificial 
force of my eyes, looks, and gestures. As fbr 
verbal promises, I will make none, but shall have 
BO mercy on the conceited interpreters of glances 
and motions. I am particularly skilled in the down« 
cast eye, and the recovery into a sudden full aspect 
and away again, as you may have seen sometimes 
practised by us country beauties beyond all that you 
have observed in courts and cities. Add to this, sir, 
tba^t I have a ruddy heedless look, which covers arti- 
fice the best of any thing. Though I can dance 
very Well, I affect a tottering untaught way of walk- 
ing, by which I appear an easy prey; and never 
exert my instructed charms, until I find I have en^^ 
gaged a pursuer. Be pleased, sir, to print this 
letter, which will certainly begin the chase of a rich 
widow. The many foldings, escapes, returns, and 
doublings, which I make, I shall from time to time 
communicate to you, fbr the better instruction of 
all females, who set up, like me, for reducing th^ 
present exorbitant power and insolence of man. 
^ * I am. Sir, 

* Your faithful correspondent, 

^ RELICT A LOVELY.' 
* DEAR MR. SPECTATOR, 

* I DEPEND upon your professed respect 
for virtuous love for your immeaiately answering 
the design of this letter: which is no other than to 
lay before the world the severity of certain parents, 
who desire to suspend the marriage of a discreet 
young woman of eighteen three years longer, for 
no other reason but that of her being too young to 
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enter into that state. As to the consideration of 
riches, my circumstances are such, that I cannot be 
suspected to make my addresses to her on such low 
motives as avarice or ambition. If ever innocence, 
>¥it, and beauty, united their utmost charms^ they 
have in her. 1 wish you would expatiate a little pa 
this subject, and admonish her parents that it may 
|>e from the very imperfection of human nature 
itself, and not any personal frailty of her or me, that 
our inclinations baffled at present may alter ; and 
while we are arguing with ourselves to put off the 
enjoyment of our present passions, our affections 
may change their objects in the operation. It is a 
very delicate subject tq talk upon; but if it were 
but hinted* 1 am in hopes it would give the parties 
concerned some reflexion that might expedite our 
happiness. There is a possibility, and I hope I 
may say it without imputation of immodesty to her 
J love with the highest honour; I say there is a 
possibility this delay may be as painful to her a«f it 
IS to me ; if it be as much, it must be more, by 
reason of the severe rules the sex are under, io 
bei^ig denied even the relief of complaint. If you 
oblige pie in this, and I succeed, 1 promise you a 
place at my wedding, and a treatment suitable to 
your spectatorial dignity. 

* Your most humble servant, 

* EUSTACE,* 

*S1R, 

'I YESTERDAY heard a young gentleman, 
that looked as if he was just come to the gown apd 
a scavf upon evil speaking; whiph subject you 
know Archbishop Tiliotson has so nobly handled in 
^ sermon in his folio. As soon as ever he had 
named his text, and had opened a little the drift of 
Ills discourse, I was in great hopes he had b^eaone 



» 
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of Sir Roger's chaplains. I have conceived so great 
an idea of the charming discourse above, that I 
should have thoitght one part of my sabbath very 
well spent iu hearing a repetition of it. But, alas ! 
Mr. Spectator, this reverend divine gave us his 
grace's sermon, and yet I do not know how ; even 
I, that I am sure have read it atleiast twenty times, 
could not tell what to make of it, and was at a loss 
sometimes to guess what the man aimed at. He 
was so just indeed, as to give us all the heads and 
the sub-divisions of the sermon, and further I think 
there was not one beautiful thought in it but what 
we had. But then, sir, this gentleman made so 
many pretty additions ; and he could never give us 
a paragraph of the sermon, but he introduced it 
with something which methought looked more like 
a design to shew his own ingenuity than to in« 
struct the people. In short, he added and curtailed 
in such a manner, that he vexed me; insomuch 
that I could not forbear thinking (what I confess I 
ought not to have thought in so holy a place), that 
this young spark was as justly blameable as Bullock 
or Penkethman, when they mend a noble play of 
Shakespeare or Jonson. Pray, sir, take this into 
your consideration ; and, if we must be entertained 
with the works of any of those great men, desire 
these gentlemen to give them us as they find them, 
that so when we read them to our families at home 
they may the better remember they have heard 
them at church. 

* Sir, 

* Your humble servant.' 
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Vila. 
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' Thkke is ■• p«rt of 3NIV vatiacB wUcb 
I ksTe IB BQR eOrcB thas jow cnlicisBi upon 
XiaiM. Ii is «i koBBivmble aiid caadid cad^tTOur 
it Mi tke works of ov «oble oiikis Ib tbc pacefnl 
Sfirt which tbt; dcscne. Yob willloieHBcliofiBy 
\Md bdiBBtiOB tovanls job, if itob do Bot Bitevpt 
the cBCflMJBBi of SpcBStf bIso, ot Bt IcBst indttife 
mj pBssioB ibr that charauBg bbiImi^ so fiur as to 
pciatthe loose hints I bow ^ve yon ob tbot sBbject. 

* Spcaser s gtatnl plan is me lepreseBtBtioB of 
six ivtaes — boiuiestf, tempenQce, chastitT. friend- 
skip, justicre, and conrtesY — in six legeBos by six 
persons. Tke six persoojges are snppoied» under 
proper allegories saitaUe to their lespecliTe dm- 
ractets, to do all that is necessarv for the £dl maai- 
festation of the respective virtues whick they are to 



These one might undertake to shew under tke 
several heads are admirably drawn ; no imagjes im- 
proper, and most surprisingly beautiful. The Red- 
eross Knight runs through the whole steps of the 
Christian life ; Guyon does aU that temperance can 
possibly require ; Britomartis (a woman) observes 
the true rules of unaffected chastity ; Arthegal is 
in every respect of life strictly and wisely jost; 
Calidore is rightly courteous. 
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* 111 short, in Fairy-land, where knights-errant 
have a full .scope to range, and to do even what 
Ariostos or Orlandos could not do in the world with- 
out breaking into credibility, Spenser's knights have, 

. under those six heads, giiveii a full a«d truly poeti- 
cal system of Christian, public, and low life. 

' His legend of friendship is more diffuse^ and 
yet even there the aUegory is finely drawn, o«ty 
the heads various : one knight conld not there sup- 
port all the parts. 

* To do honour to his country. Prince Arthur is 
an nniversal hero ; in holiness, temperance, chastity, 
and justice, super-excellent. For the same reason, 
and to compliment Queen Elizabeth, Gloriana, 
queen of fairies, whose court was the asylum of the 
oppressed, represents that ghmeus queen. At her 
commands all these knights set forth, and only at 
her's the Redcross Knight destroys the dragon, 
Guyon overturas the Bower of BHss, Arthegal (£. e. 
Justice) beats down €k!ryoiieo (i. e. Philip II. king 
of Spain) to rescue Beige (t. e. Holland), and he 
beats the Crantorto (the same Philip in another 
light) to restore Irena (t. «. Peace to Europe.) 

'Chastity being the first female virtue, Brito- 
n^artis is a Briton ; her part is fine, though it in- 
quires explication. His style is very poetical ; no 
puns, affectations of wit, forced as^lbeses, or any 
of that low tribe, 

' His old words are all true English, and num- 
bers exquisite; and since of words there is the 
multa renascentur^ since tbey are all proper, such 
a poem should not (any more than Mitton^s) consist 
all of it of common ordinary words. See instances 
of descriptions* 
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Causeless jealousy i 



" Like as a wayward chilrt, whose sonoder ilee 
Ii bruken with aume fearful dream's affright, 
With froward will doth set himsKlf to weep, 
Ne can be still'd for all his nurse's might. 
But kicks Hud squalls, and shrieks for fell deap. ._ , 
Now scratching her, and her loose locks mUnilttg, . 
Now seeking darkness, and now seeking light: 
Then craving suck, apd Iheo the suck refusing : 
Such was this lady'i loves iu her love's fouil accu. 



. " Then iu she look'd long, at last she spy'd ^M 

One coming towards her with liosly speed : ^U 

Well ween'd she then, ere him she plain descry'd, ' ^^t 

That it wa» one sent from her love indeed : ^| 

Whereat her heart was fiU'd with hope and dread, 

Nc wonid she stay till lie in place could come, 
But ran to meet him forth to know liis tiding*! lomme : 

Even in the door him meeting, she bognn. 
' And where is he, thy lord, and bow far hence? 

Declare at once ; and hath be lost or won i" 

Care and his Iwtae are described tkv», iv. 6, 33, 1 



" There entering in, they found the good man's se 
I fun bnsily onto his work ybent, 
'Who was so weel a wretched wearish elf, 
Witii hollow eyes and rawbone cheeks far spent. 
As if he had in prison long been pent. 
Full black and gricsly did his face appear, 
Besmear'd with smoke that nigh his eyci-iight blM 
► With rugged beard and boary uliaggy hnnre, 
. •«,- „.i.<.i. I „j „Q„[ t„ j„„[,_ „^ comely hUb* 



i The which he u< 
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86. 

*' Rude was his garmeut, and to rags all rent ; 

No better had he, ne for better cared ; 

His blistered hands among the cinders brent, 

And,fingers filthy with long nails prepared. 

Right fit to rend the food on which he fared. ' 

His name was Care ; a blacksmith by his trade. 

That neither day nor night from working spared, 

Bat to small purpose iron wedges made : 

These be unquiet thoughts that careful minds invade/' 

* Homer^s epithets were much admired by anti- 
quity: see what great justness and variety there 
are in these epithets of the trees in the forest, 
where the Redcross Knight lost Truth. B. u 
Cant. i. Stan, 8, 9. 

*^ The sailing pine, the cedar proud and tall^ 
The vine-prop elm, the poplar never dry. 
Tbe builder-oak, sole king of forests all, 
The aspine good for staves, the cypress funeral. 

<' The laurel, meed of mighty conquerors, 

And poets sage ; the fir that weepeth still, 

The willow worn of forlorn paramours, 

The yew obedient to the bender*s will, 

'I'he birch for shafts, the sallow for the mill. 

The myrrhe sweet, bleeding in the bitter wound. 

The war-like beech, the ash, for nothing ill, 

The fruitful olive, and the plantane round. 

The carver holm, the maple seldom inward sound." 

* I shall trouble you no more, but desire you to 
let me conclude with these verses, though I think 
they have already been quoted by you. They are 
directions to young ladies oppressed with calumny;i 
vi. 6, 14. 

'* The best (said he) that I can you advise. 
Is to avoid the occasion of the ill : ' 
For when the canse whence evil doth arise 
{lemoved is, the effect surceaseth still, 

I)d2 
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Abstain from pleasure audi restrain your will. 
Subdue desire and briffle loose delii^ht. 
Use scanted diet, and forbear your fill, 
Shun secresy, and talk in open sight; 
So shall yon soon repair yonr present evil pllgrht/' 

T. 
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Format enim natura prius nos inhu ad dfumem 
Fortunarum kabitum : juv«tj aui impellU ad tram, 
Aut ad humum marore gravt dedMcU, et angU : 
Poit effert animi motm uUerptete Ut^^ 

UoR. Ars Poet, t, 10ft. 

For nature fonns and softens us within, 
And writes our fortune's changes in our face : 
Pleasure enchants, impetuous rage transports, 
And grief dejects, and wrings the tortnr'd sonlx 
And these are all interpreted by speech, 

ROBCOMMOH. 



My friend the Templar, whom I have so often 
mentioned in these writings, having determined to 
lay aside his poetical studies, in order to a closer 
pursuit of the law, has put together, as a farewell 
essay, some thoughts concerning pronunciation and 
action, which he has given me leave to communi- 
cate to the public. They are chiefly collected from 
his favourite author Cicero, who is known to have 
been an intimate friend of Roscius the actor, and 
a good judge of dramatic performances, as well as 
the most eloquent pleader of the time in which he 
lived. 
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Cicero concludes his celebrated books De Ora- 
tore ^ith some precepts for pronunciation and ac- 
tion, without which part he affirms that the best 
orator in the world can never succeed ; and an in- 
different one, who is master of this, shall gain much 
greater applause. * What could make a stronger 
impression,' says he, * than those exclamations of 
Gracchus ?— " Whither shall I turn ? Wretch that 
I am ! to what place betake myself? Shall 1 go to 
the Capitol ? Alas ! it is overflowed with my bro- 
ther's blood. Or shall I retire to my house? Yet 
th«re I behold my mother plunged in misery, weep- 
ing and despairing!"' These breaks and turns of 
passion, it seems, were so enforced by the eyes, 
voice, and gesture of the speaker, that his very 
enemies could not refrain from tears. ' I insist/ 
says Tully, ' upon this the rather, because our ora- 
tors, who are as it were actors of the truth itself, 
have quitted this manner of speaking ; and the 
players, who are but the imitators of truth, have; 
taken it up/ 

I shall therefore pursue the hint he has here given 
me, and for the service of the British stage I shall 
copy some of the rules which this great Roman 
master has laid down ; yet without confining myself 
wholly to his thoughts or words : and to adapt this 
essay the more to the purpose for which I intend 
it, instead of the examples he has inserted in this 
discourse out of the ancient tragedies, I shall make 
use of parallel passages out of the most celebrated 
of our own. 

The design of art is to assist action as much as 
possible in the representation of nature ; for the ap- 
pearance of reality is that which moves us in all re- 
presentations, and these have always the greater 
force the nearer they approach to nature, and the 
less they shew of imitation. 

j)d3 
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Nature herself lias assigned to every tngtion of 
the soul its peculiar east of the countenance, tone 
of vuiee, and manner of gesture, through the whole 
person ; all the features of the face and tones of the 
voice answer, like strings upon musical iostruments, 
to the impressions made on them by the mind. 
Thus the sounds of voice, according to the various 
touches which raise tliem, form themselves into an 
acute or grave, quick or slow, loud or soft, tone. 
There loo may be subdivided into various kinds of 
tunes, as the gentle, the rough, the contracted, the 
difl'use, the continued, the intermitted, the brobeo, 
abrupt, winding, sonened, or elevated. Every one 
t>{ these may be employed with art and Judgment ; 
and all supply the actor, as colours do the painter, 
with an expressive variety. 

Anger exerts its peculiar voice in an acute, raised, 
and hurrying sound. The passionate character o^ 
King Lear, as it is admirably drawn by ShakipearC 
abounds with the strongest instances of this ktnd. 



' De«lh! Confasion! 

Fiery! wbatqaBlilyP — wliyOloster! Olottet! 
I'd speak with the duke ol Cornwall and bU nifs. 
Are tbey inform'd of this I my bjealb and blood ' 
Fiery! the fiery Dake !— —&c. 



Tm 



Sorrow and complaint demand a voice quite dif- 
ferent; flexible, slow, interrupted, and modulated 
in a mournful tone ; as in that patbetical soUloquy 
of Cardinal Wolsey on his fall. ~ 

' Farewell ! — a long farewell to all my greatness ! 

This ia the stale ot man '. to-day lie pals forth 

The tender leaves of hope; to-morrow bloiaoms. 
Anil bears liis bliitbiag honours thick npon bbn ; 
The third day comes a frost, a killing froet. 
And when be Ihinks, good easy man, fdll surely 
Hii areatness is a riponinK, nips hit not, 
And than lie t'alla as I do.' 



N* 641. SPBGTATOlt. iftn 

We bare fiki^wis^ a fine example of thh in the 
whole of Aftdiromache in The DiatresI Motfa^^ pal^ 
tictilarly in these lines — 

' I'll go, ancl in the aagntsh of my heArt 
Weep o*er mr €taild>*^^ — Af he aaat die, my HiW 
Is wrapt in hu, I shall not long sofvivet 
Tis for his sake that I have saffer'd lifs, 
Groan'd in captivity, and oat-liVd Hactor. 
Yes, my Astyanax, we'll go together! 
Together to the reahm of niglit we'll go; 
There to thy ravish'd eyes thy sire I'll^sliew, 
And point him ont among the shades below.' 

Fear expresses itself in a low, hesitating, and ab- 
ject sound. If the reader considers the following 
speech of Lady Macbeth, while her husband is 
about the murder of Duncan and his grboftis, he 
will imagine her even affrighted with the sound of 
her own voice while she is speaking it. 

* Alas ! I am afraid they Iwve awak'd, 

And 'tis not done; tb' attempt, and set the deed. 
Confounds us-^Hark !-^I lakd the daggers ready. 
He eould sot miss theok Had he sot resembled 
My father as he slept^ I bad done it*' 

Courage assumes a louder tone, as in that speech 
of Don Sebastian. 

* Here satiate all your fttry ; 

JLet Fortune emp^ her ivbole qoiver oa me ; 
I have a soul that like an ample shield 
Can take in all, and verge enough for more.' 

Pleasure dissolves into a luxurious, mild, tender, 
and joyous modulation; as in the following lines in 
Gaius Marius. 

^ Laviniaf O there's mnsie in the name. 
That softenkig me to infaat tenderness. 
Makes my heart spring Uke the Hirst Hup of life.* 
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And perplexity b different from all these; pvre, 
b«t not bemoaning, with an earnest uniforvi aw w l 
of Toice ; as in that celebrated speech of Hunlet. 



« To be, or not to be ! that is the 

Whether 'tis nobler m the mind to soffor 
The fttia|:s and arrows of outrageous tortuKi 
Or to take arms against a sea of troables. 
And by opposing end there r To die, to sleep; 
No more ; and by a sleep to say we end 
The heart-ach, and a thousand natural . ^hag l n 
That flesh is heir to ; 'tis a consummation 
Devoutly to be wish'd ! To die, to sleep ! 



— ■ ^ — - — - r • 

To sleep ; perchance to dream ! Ay, there s Ihe nb ; 
For, in that sleep of death, what dreams aygf cmmk. 
When we have shuffled off this mortal oBiH, 

Must give us pause ^There's the respect 

That makes calamity of so long life ; 

For who would bear the whips and scorns of tiaie, 

Th' oppressor's wrongs, the proud man's camtmm^jy 

The pangs of despis'd love, the law's delay, 

The insolence of office, and the spurns 

That patient merit of the unworthy takes. 

When he himself might his quietus make 

With a bare bodkin ? Who would fardles bear, 

To groan and sweat under a weary life. 

But that the dread of something after death. 

The undiscovered country, from whose bourn 

No traveller returns, puzzles the will, 

And makes us rather choose those ills we have 

llian fly to others that we know not of P 

As all these varieties of voice are to be directed 
by the sense, so the action is to be directed by the 
voice, and with a beautiful propriety, as it were, to 
enforce it. The arm, which by a strong figure 
Tully calls the orator's weapon, is to be sometimes 
raised and extended ; and the hand, by its motion, 
sometimes to lead, and sometimes to follow, the 
words as they are uttered. The stamping of the foot 
too has its proper expression in contention^ aoger, 
or absolute command. But the face is the epitome 
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of tfae whole man, aud the eyes are as it were the 
epitome of the face ; for which rcaaoD, be says, the 
liest judges among the Romans were not exlremel j 
pleased even with Roscius himself in hia mask. No 
part of the body, besides tlie face, is capable of as 
ttiBiiy changes as there are different emotions in the 
ibind, and of expressing them all by those changes. 
Hot is this to be done without the freedom of the 
eyes ; therefore Thcophrastus called one, who 
barely rehearsed his speech with his eyes fixed, an 
* absent actov.' 

As the countenance admits of so great variety, it 
Kquircs also great Judgment to govern it. Not that 
the form of tbe face is to be shifted on every occa- 
sion, lest it turn to farce and buffoonery ; but it is 
certain that the eyes have a wonderful power of 
marking (he emotions of the mind ; sometimes by a 
sledfast look, sometimes by a careless one— now by 
a sudden regard, then by a, joyful sparkling, as the 
sense of the word is diversified ; for action is, as it 
were, the speech of the features and limbs, and must 
therefore conform itself always to the sentiments of 
the stul. And it may be observed, that in all which 
relates to the gesture there is a wonderful force im- 
planted by nature ; since the vulgar, tbe unskilful, 
and even the most barbarous, are chiefly affected 
by this. None are moved by the sound of words 
but those who understand the language; and tlie 
sense- of many things is lost upon men of a dull 
apprehension : but action is a hind of universal 
tongue ; all men are subject to tbe same passions, 
snd consequently know the same marks of them in 
others, by which they themselves express Ihera. 

Perhaps some of my readers may be of opinion 
that the bints ! have here made use of out of Cicero 
are somewhat too refined for the players on our 
llmtre; io answer to which I veatuj« to lay it down 



310 SPECTATOR. N** 642. 

as a maxim, that without good sense no one can.be 
a good player, and that he is very unfit to personate 
the dignity of a Roman hero who cannot enter into 
the rules for pronunciation and gesture delivered 
by a Roman orator. 

There is another thing which my author does not 
think too minute to insist on, though it is purely 
mechanical ; and that is the right pitching of the 
voice. On this occasion he tells the story of Grac- 
chus, who employed a servant with a little ivory 
pipe to stand behind him-, and give him the right 
pitchy as often as he wandered too far from the 
proper modulation. 'Every voice,' says Tuliy, 
^has its particular medium and compass, and the 
sweetness of speech consists in leading it through all 
the variety of tones naturally, and without touching 
any extreme. ' Therefore,' says he, * leave the pipe 
at houiic, but carry the sense of custom with you.' 
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Et sibi inaferri se gaudet- 



Ovid. Met. ii. 480. 



-He heard, 



Well pleas'd, liiuiseU' before himself preferr'd. 

Addison. 

When I have been present in assemblies, where my 
paper has been talked of, I have been very well 
pleased to hear those who would detract from the 
author of it observe, that the letters which are sent 
to tiic Spectator are as good, if not better, than any 
of his works. Upon this occasion many letters of 
mirth are usually mentioned, which some think the 



/ 



^ 
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Spectator writ to himself, and which others com- 
mend hecaase they fancy he received them from his 
correspondents. Such are those from the valetudi- 
narian ; the inspector of the sign-posts ; the master 
of the fan exercise ; with that of the hooped petti- 
coat; that of Nicholas Hart the annual sleeper; 
that from Sir John Envil ; that upon the Loudon 
Cries ; with multitudes of the same nature. As I love 
nothing more than to mortify the ill-natured, that 
I may do it effectually, I must acquaint them they 
have very often praised me when they did not de- 
sign it, and that they have approved mv writings 
when they thought they had derogated from them. 
I have heard several of these unhappy gentlemen 
proving, by undeniable arguments, that I was not 
able to pen a letter which I had written the day be- 
fore. Nay, I have heard some of them throwing 
out ambiguous expressions, and giving the company 
reason to suspect that they themselves did me the 
honour to send me such and such a particular epis- 
tle, which happened to be talked of with the esteem 
or approbation of those who were present. These 
rigid critics are so afraid of allowing me any thing 
which does not belong to me, that they will not be 
positive whether the lion, the wild boar, and the 
flower-pots in the play-house, did not actually write 
those letters which came to me in their names. I 
must therefore inform these gentlemen, that I often 
choose this way of casting my thoughts into a letter, 
for the following reasons. First, out of the policy 
of those who try their jest upon another, before they 
own it themselves. Secondly, because I would ex- 
tort a little praise from such who will never applaud 
any thing whose author is known and certain. 
Thirdly, because it gave me an opportunity of in- 
troducing a great variety of characters into my 
work, which could not have been done had I always 
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written iu Ibe pcTsou of tbe Speclalor. Fouithlj, 
because the dignity apeclatoriai would have suffered 
had I published aa from mjself those severe ludi- 
crous compositioDS which 1 have ascribed to ticli- 
tious nemes and characters. And lastlvi because 
tbey often serve to bring m more naturally such ad- 
ditional reflexions as have been placed at tbe end 
of 1 hem. 

There are others who have bkewise done me a 
very particular bDDuur.thougb undesignedly. Thes« 
are such who will needs have it that I have trans- 
lated or borrowed luany of niy thoughts out of 
books which are written in other languages. I have 
heard of a person, who is more furaous for his library 
than his learning, that has asserted this more llian 
once in his private conversation.* Were it true, 
I am sure he could not speak it from his own know- 
ledge; but, had he read the books which he bai 
Gollectcd, be would find this accusation to be wholly 
groundless. Those who are truly learned will acquit 
tne in this point, in which I have been so far from 
offending, that I have been scrui)ulous, perhaps lo 
k fiiult, in quoting tbe authors of several passage) 
which I might have made my own. But, as tliif 
assertion is in reality an encomium on what I have 
published, I ought rather to glory is it than endea- 
vour to confute it. 

Some are so very willing to alienate from me ihul 
small reputation which might accrue to me from any 
of these ray speculations, that they attribute some 
of the best of^them to those imaginary manuscript! 
witbwhichlhave introduced them. Therearcotheri, 
I inust confess, whose objections have given me a 
greater ctmcern, as they seem to reflect, under tbii 

* The paNon here Rlluried to wat most probahlf Mr. 
nomas Rawlin*nu, ridiculed bv AdUiaDii under tb* aUM 
of Tom Fnlio ill Iho Taller, No. 158. 
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Iiea((, rather gd my morality than on my iDvenlian, 
Tliese are they »lio say an aulhor is guilty of f^ie~ 
hood, when he talks tu the public of EaaauEcripta 
which be never saw, or describei scenes of action 
or discourse in which he was oever engaged. But 
these gentlemen would do well to consider, that 
there h not a fable or parable, which ever was 
made use of, that h not liable to this exception; 
since nothing, according to this notion, can be re- 
lated inuucently, which was not once matter of 
fact. Besides, I think the most ordinary reader 
may be able to discover, by my way of writing, 
what I deliver in these occurrences as truth, and 
what as fiction. 

Since I am unawares engaged in answering the 
several objections which have been made against 
these my works, 1 must take notice that there are 
some who afhrm a paper of this nature should al- 
ways turn upon diverting aubjecls, and others who 
find fault with every one of them that hath not an 
immediate teudency to the advancement of rehgion 
or learning. 1 shall leave these gentlemen to dis- 
pute it out among themselves ; since I see one half 
of ray conduct patronised by each side. Were I 
seriouson an improper subject, or trifling in a serious 
one, I should deservedly draw upon me the cen- 
sure of my readers; or were I conscious of any 
thing in my writings that is not iDnocest at least, 
or that the greatest part of them were not sincerely 
designed todiscouulcnance vice and ignorance, and 
support the interest of tnilb, wisdom and virtue, I 
should be more severe upon myself than the public 
is disposed to be. In the mean while I desire my 
reader to consider every particular paper or dis- 
course as adistinct tract by itself, and independent 
of every thing that goes before or after it. 

VOL. vii. F.e 
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I shall end this paper with the following letter, 
which was really sent me, as some others have been 
which I have published, and for which I must own 
myself indebted to their respective writers. 

* SIR, 

< I WAS this morning in a company of your 
well-wishers, when we read over, with great satis- 
faction, Tully's observation on action adapted to 
the British theatre : though by the way we were 
very sorry to find that you have disposed of an- 
other member of your club. Poor Sir Roger is 
dead, and the worthy clergyman dying; Captain 
Sentry has taken possession of a good estate ; 
Will Honeycomb has married a farmer*s daughter ; 
and the Templar withdraws himself into the 
business of his own profession. What will all this 
end in? We are afraid it portends no good to the 
public. Unless you very speedily iix the day for 
the election of new members, we are under appre- 
hensions of losing the British Spectator. I hear 
of a party of ladies who intend to address you on 
this subject ; and I question not, if you do not give 
us the slip very suddenly, that you will receive ad- 
dresses from all parts of the kingdom to continue 
so useful a work. Pray deliver us out of this per- 
plexity ; and, among the multitude of our readers, 
you will particularly oblige 

* Your most sincere friend and servant, 

O. * PHILO-SPEC' 
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N** 543. SATURDAY, NOV. 22, 1 712, 



Nee diversa Uanen,- 



■ Fades non omnibus una, 



Ovid. Met. ii. 12. 
Similar, though not the same. 

Those who were skilful in anatomy, among the an- 
cients, concluded, from the outward and inward 
make of an human body, that it was the work of a 
Being transcendently wise and powerful. As the 
world grew more enlightened in this art, their dis- 
coveries gave them fresh opportunities of admiring 
the conduct of Providence in the formation of an hu- 
man body. Galen was converted by his dissections, 
and could not but own a Supreme Being upon a ' 
survey of this his handy-work. There were, indeed, 
many parts, of which the old anatomists did not 
know the certain use ; but, as they saw the most of 
those which they examined were adapted with ad- 
mirable art to their several functions, they did not 
question but those, whose uses they could not de- 
termine, were contrived with the same wisdom for 
respective ends and purposes. Since the circulation 
of the blood has been found out, and many other 
great discoveries have been made by our modern 
anatomists, we see new wonders in the human 
frame, and discern several important uses for those 
parts, which tises the ancients knew nothing of. In 
short, the body of man is such a subject as stands 
the utmost test of examination. Though it appears 
formed with the nicest wrisdom, upon the most 

£e 2 
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■uperticial survey i>f it, it alill mends upon the- 
searcb, and produces our surprise and amazement 
in propottioti as we pry into it. What I have here 
said of an human body may be applied to the 
body of every animal which has been the subject 
of anatomical observations. 

The body of an animal is an object adequate lo 
our Benses. It is a particular system of Providence 
that lies in a narrow compass. Tbe eye is able to 
command it, and by successive inquiries can search 
into all its parts. Could the body of the whule 
earth, or indeed the whole universe, be thus sub- 
milted to the examination of our sense.i, were it not 
loo big and disproportioncd for our inquiries, too 
unwieldly for the management of (he eye and bant), 
there is no question but it would appear to us as 
curious and well-contrived a frame as that of thv 
human body. We should sec the same concatena- 
tion and subserviency, the same necessity and 
usefulness, the same beauty and harmony, in all 
and every of its parts, as what we discover in the 
body of every single animal. 

The more extended our reason is, and the more 
able to grapple with immense objects, the greater 
still are those discoveries which it makes of wisdom 
and providence in the works of the creation. A Sit 
Isaac Newton, who stands up as the miracle of the 
present age, can look through a whole planetary 
system; consider it in its weight, number, and 
measure; and draw from it as many demonstra- 
tions of infinite power and wisdom, as a more con- 
lined understanding is able to deduce from tht 
■ystem of an human body. 

But to return lo our speculations in anatoiny, I 
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wise Beiug in tlieir furmalitHi, with the evidence of 
a thquBand dcinoDatrations, I think wc may lay this 
duwQ H3 an iucontested principle, that chance never 
acts in a perpetual uniformity and coosistence with 
itself. If one should always fling the same number 
withtenthousanddice, or see every throw just five 
times leas, or five times more in number, than the 
throw which immediately preceded it, who would 
not imagine there is some invisible power which di- 
rects the case? This is the proceeding which wefind 
in the operations of nature. Every kind of animal 
is diversified by different magnitudes, each of which 
gives rise to a difierent species. Lctaman trace the 
dog or lion kind, and he will observe how many of 
the works of nature are published, if I may use the 
expression, in a variety of editions. Ifwelookinto 
the reptile world, or into those different kinds of 
animals that fill the element of water, we meet with 
the same repetition among several species, that dif- 
fer very little from one another, but in size and bulk. 
You find the same creature that is drawn at large 
copied out in several proportions and ending in 
miniature. It would be tedious to produce instances 
of this regular conduct in Providence, as it would 
be superfluous to those who are versed in the natural 
history of animals. The magnificent harmony of 
the universe is such, that we may observe innume- 
rable divisions running upon the same ground. I 
might also extend this speculation to the dead parts 
of nature, in which we may find matter disposed 
into many similar systems, as well in our survey 
of stars and planets, as of stones, vegetables, and 
other sublunary parts of the creation. In a word. 
Providence has shewn the richness of its good- 
ness and wisdom, not only in the production of 
tuouy original species, but in the multiplicity of 
£e 3 
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descanta* which it lias made on every original spe- 
cies ia poTticaiar. 

Bat to pursue this tliought still further. Every 
living creature considered in itself has many very 
complicated parts thitt are exact copies of some 
other parts which it poBsesses, and which are com- 
plicated iu the same manner. One eye would have 
been suflicient for the subsistence and preservation 
of na animal ; but, in order to better his condition, 
we see another placed with a mathematical exact- 
□eas in the same most advantageous situatton, and 
in every particular of the same size and texture. Is 
it possible for Chance to be thns delicate and uni- 
form in her operations 'f Should a tnillioa of dice 
turn up together twice the same number, the won- 
der would be nothing ia comparison with this. 
But when we see this similitude and resemblance 
in the arm, the hand, the fingers; whenwc see one 
half of the body entirely correspond with the other 
in all those minute strokes, without which n man 
might have very well subsisted ; nay, when we 
often see a single part repeated an hundred times 
in the same body notwithstanding it consist of the 
most intricate weaving of numberless fibres, and 
these parts differing still in magnitude, as the con- 
venience of their particular situation requires ; 
sore a man must have a strange cast of under- 
standing, who does not discover the finger of God 
in so wonderful awork. These duplicatesJD those 
parts of the body, without which a man might 
have very well subsisted, though not so well as 
with them, uxe a plain denionst ration of an all-wise 
Contriver, as those more numevo as' copyings which 
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are found itmong the vessels of the tame body are 
evident demonstrations that they could not be the 
work of chance. This argument receives addi* 
tional strength^ if we apply it to every animal and 
insect within our knowledge, as well as to those 
numberless living creatures that are objects too 
minute for an human eye ; and if we consider how 
the several spefcies in this whole world of life re* 
semble one another in very many particukurs, m 
far as convemettt for theit respective states of 
existence, it is miich more probable that an faim* 
dred millions of dice should be casually thrown an 
fmAdfedikiiniolis of times in the same number^ thair 
that the body of any siligle animal should be pro- 
duced by the fortuitous concourse of matter. And 
that the like efaance should arise in kinumerable 
instances requires a degree of credulity that is not 
under the diteetioa of common sense. We may 
carry this consideration yet farther, if we reject 
on the two sexes in every liviug species, with their 
resrefnblance to each other, and tbosre partieakir 
distinctions that were necessary for the keying 
up of this great world of life. 

There are many moire demonstrations of a Su- 
preme Being, andf of his transcendent \^isdom, 
power, and g^oodness, in the formation of the body 
of a Hving creature, for which 1 refer mv reader to' 
other waitings, particularly to th^ sixth book of the 
poem entitled Creation,* where the anatomy of the 
h u man body is described with great perspictiity and 
elegance, t have been particular on the thought 
which runs through this speculation, because I 
have not seen it euiarged upon by others. 

O. 

* Creation. A f^oem by Sir Richard Bltfekiaort* 
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N' 544. MONDAY, NOV. 24, 1712, 



^wiqnam Ua quisquam henit subdudA raiione ad vUtan JwU, 
Quin reSf atasy uawt semper aliquid apportet Moot, 
Aliqmd moneat : ut ti/a, qua le scire credos^ nescias ; 
Etf qu4JB tibi putaiisprima, in experiendo ut repudies* 

Ter. Adelph. Act ▼• Sc. 4* 

No mau was ever so completely skilled in tlie condact of 
life, as not to receive new informatioo from age and ex- 
prrience : insomuch that we find ourselves really igno- 
rant of what we thought we understood, and see cause 
to reject what we fancied our truest interest. 

There are, I think, sentimeuts in the following 
letter from my friend Captain Sentry, which dis- 
cover a rational and equal frame of mind, as well 
prepared for an advantageous as an unfortunate 
change of condition. 

* Coverley-hall, Nov. 16, 
* SIR, ' Worcestershire. 

'I AM come to the succession of the estate 
of my honoured kinsman, Sir Roger de Coverley ; 
and 1 assure you I find it no easy task to keep up 
the figure of master of the fortune which was so 
handsomely enjoyed by that honest plain man. I 
cannot with respect to the great obligations I have, 
(be it spoken) reflect upon his character, but I am 
confirmed in the truth which I have, I think, heard 
spoken at the club; to wit, that a man of a warm 
aud well-disposed heart, with a very small capa- 
city, is highly superior in human society to bim 
who, with the greatest talents, is cold and languid 
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Ilis affeotions. But alas! wli;r <J° ' niake A dif- 
'ficuUy in Epeaking; of my worthy ancestor's fail- 
lugs I His little absurdities and iiicapatity fur tbi; 
ooDTersatioD of the politest men are dead with 
him, aad his greater qualities are ever now useful 
*o him. 1 know not whether by naming those dis- 
Abilities I do not enhance his merit, since he has 
left behind him a reputation in his country, which 
irould be worth the pains of the wisest man's whole 
life to arrive at. By the way, I must observe to 
jou, that many of your readers have mistook that 
passage in your writings, wherein Sir Roger is re- 
jforted to have inquir<^d into the private character 
of the young woman at the tavern, I know you 
mentioned that circumstance as an instance of the 
niplicity and innocence of his mind, which made 
bim imngine it a very easy thing to reclaim one of 
Aose criminals, and not as an inclination in him to 
he guilty with her. The less discerning of your 
readers cannot enter into that delicacy of descrip- 
tion in the character: but indeed my chief busi- 
Dess at this time is to represent to you my present 
state of mind, and the satisfaction 1 promise to 
myself in the possession of my new fortune. I 
have continned all Sir Roger's servants, except 
Such as it was a relief to dismiss into little beings 
within my manor. Those who are in a list of the 
good knight's own hand to be taken care of by nie, 
I have quartered upon such as have taken new 
leases of me, nnd added bo many advantages dur- 
ing the lives of the persons so quartered, that it is 
the interest of those whom they are joined with to 
cherish and befriend them upon all occasions. I 
find a considerable mm of ready money, which I 
are laying out among my dependents at the com- 
mon interest, but with a <lesign to lend it accord- 
to their merit, nitlier than ficcorditis to their 
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ability. I shall Iiiy a tax upon such as I have 
highly ohliged, to become security to me for such 
of their own poor youth, whether male or female, 
as want help towards getting into some being in 
the world. I hope I shall be able to manage my 
affairs so as to improve my fortune every year by 
doing acts of kindness. I will lend my money to 
the useof none but indigent men, secured by such 
as have ceased to be indigent by the favour of my 
family or myself. What makes this the more 
practicable is, that if they will do any good with 
my money, they are welcome to it upon their own 
accurily: and 1 make no exccptious against it, be- 
cause the persons who enter into the obligations 
do it for their own family. I have laid out four 
thousand pounds this way, and it is not to be 
imagined what a crowd of people are obliged by 
it. In cases where Sir Koger has recommended, 
1 have lent money to put out children, with a 
clause which makes void the obligatiou in case the 
infant dies before he is out of his apprenticeship ; 
by which means the kindred and masters are ex- 
tremely careful of breeding him to industry, that 
he may repay it himself by his labour, in three 
years', journey-work after his time is out, for the 
use of his securities. Opportunities pf thin bind 
are all that have occurred since I came to my es- 
tate : but 1 assure you I will preserve a constant 
disposition to catch at all the occasions 1 can to 
promote the good and happiness of iny neighbour- 

' But give me leave to lay before you a little 
establishment which has grown out of my past life, 
that 1 doubt not will administer great satisfactiof^^ 
to me in that part of it, whatever that is, which ^ 
to come. 

• There is a prejudice in favour of the way of I 
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to which a man has been educated, which I know 
not whether it would not be faulty to overcome. 
It is like a partiality to the interest of one's own 
country before that of any other nation. It is from 
an habit of thinking, grown upon me from my 
youth spent in arms, that I have ever held gentle- 
men, who have preserved modesty, good-nature, 
justice, and humanity, in a soldier's life, to be the 
most valuable and worthy persons of the human 
race. To pass through imminent danger, suffer 
painful watchings, frightful alarms, and laborious 
marches, for the greater part of a man's time, and 
pass the rest in sobriety conformable to the rules 
of the most virtuous civil life, is a merit too great 
to deserve the treatment it usually meets with 
among the other parts of the world. But I assure 
you, sir, were there not very many who have this 
worth, we could never have seen the glorious events 
which we have in our days. I need not say more 
to illustrate the character of a soldier than to tell 
you he is the very contrary to him you observe 
loud, saucy, and Over-bearing, in a red coat about 
town. But I was going to tell you that, in honour 
of the profession of arms, I have set apart, a cer- 
tain sum of money for a table for such gentlemen 
as have served their cerfintry in the army, and will 
please from time to time to sojourn all, or any part 
of the year, at Coverley. Such of them as will do 
me that honour shall nnd horses, servants, and all 
things necessary for their accommodation and en- 
joyment of all the conveniences of life in a pleasant 
various country. If Colonel Camperfelt* be in 
town, and his abilities are not employed another 

* Colonel Camperfelt. Spect. in folio. A fine compli- 
ment to the father of the late worthy Admiral Kemperfelt, 
who was drowned in the Royal George ^i Spithead, 
Aug. 29, 1782. 
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way in the leivicG, lUere i> no man would be moie 
weicome here. That gcDtleman's thorough koow* 
IcH^ in his profession, together with Uie simplicity 
of his manners ami goodness of his heart, would 
induce others like him to honour my abode ; >nd 
1 should be glad my acquaintaD<?e would take them- 
selves In be invited or not, as their eharactem 
have an alTiiiity to his. 

' ] would have all my tVienils know, that they 
need not fear (though 1 am become a country geu- 
tleman) I will trespass against theii temperance 
and sobriety. No, sir, I shall retain so much of 
th« good sentiments for the conduct of life, which 
we cultivated in each other at our club, as to con- 
temn all inordinate pleasures; but p attic ularly 
remember, with our beloved TuUy, that the delight 
in food consists in desire, uot satiety. They who 
most pnssiouately pursue pleasure seldomest ar- 
rive at. Now I am writing to a philoBopber I 
canDot forbear meutiouiiig the satisfaction i took 
id the passage I read yesterday in the same TuUy. 
A uoblemaa of Athens made a compIiBient to Plato 
the morning after he had supped at his house. 
" Your enter tainmen IB do not only pleaae when 
yon give them, but also the day aft«r." 
' 1 am, 
' My worthy frit ad, 
* Your most obedient servant, 

T. ' WILLIAM SBMTRy.' 
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N» 545. TUESDAY, NOV. 25, 1712. 



Qui» potiAs pacem atevnam padoaque hymen4B09 

Exerceimu — 

ViRG. Ma. iv. 99. 

Let us in bonds of lasting peace unite. 
And celebrate the hymeneal rite. 

t CANNOT but think the following^ letter from the 
Emperor of China to the Pope -of Rome, proposing 
a coalition of the Chinese and Roman churches, 
will be acceptable to the curious. I must confess, 
I myself being of opinion- that the emperor has as 
much authority to be interpreter to him he pretends 
to expound, as the pope has to be a vicar of the 
sacr^ person he takes upon him to represent, I 
was not a little pleased with their treaty of alliance. 
What progpress the negotiation between his majesty 
of Rome and his holiness of China makes (as we 
daily writers say upon subjects where we are at a 
loss), time will let us know. In the mean time, 
since they agree in the fundamentals of power and 
authority, and differ only in matters of faith, we 
may expect the matter to go on without difficulty. 

Copia di lettera del re della China al Papa, inter- 
pretata dal padre segretario dett' India della 
compagna di Giesu. 

* A vai benedetto sopra i henedetti P, P. et impera" 
dore grunde de pcntifici e pattore Xmo, dispeti' 
satare del* oglio de i rh d' Europe, Clemente XL 
VOL. vir. F f 
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' 1l favorilo aiiiico di Dio Gionata 7', potentis- 
siniD sopra tuiti i puteDtiBBimi detla terra, altissimo 
BOpra tiitli graltissimi sotto il solee la luna, che 
Biitle nellasedeilismeraldodella China sopracento 
scaliui d'oro, ad iiiterpretarela liogua di Dio atutti 
1 dcsccQdenti fedeli d'Abrarao, che de la vita e la 
Diurte a cento quiodici regni, ed a ceuto settaote 
isole, scrive con la peniia dello slruzzu vergine, e 
tnoiida salute ed acLTesimenlo di vecctiiezza. 

' Essendo arrivato il tempo in cui il tiore della 
reale nostro gioventu deve matiirare i frutti della 
nostra vcctuezza, e confortare con queU' i deai- 
derii de i poputi nostri divoli, e propagare il acme 
diqwelJapiantachedeveproteggerli.liabbiamoBta- 
billito d'accompagnarci con nua vergine eccelsaed 

5~ morosaallattata alia manielladejlaleonessa forte e 
.ell' agnella mansueta. Percio esseodoci stato figu- 
'' lato sempre il vostro populo Europeo Romano p«r 
I ptkese di donne invitte, i forte, e caste ; allongiamo 
la nostra niano potente, a stringcrc una di loro, e 
questa sar^ una vostra nipote, o nipote di (lualche 
altrogtari sacerdote Latino, cbe sia quardata daU', 
occhio dritto di Dio, sara seminata in lei I'autorita 
di Sarra, la fedelta d'Esthcr, e la sapienza di Abba : 
la vogliamo con I'occhio che guarda il cielo, e la 
, , terra, e cor la bocea della concbiglia che si pasce 
della ruggiada del matino. La sua eta non passi du- 
cento corsi della luna, la sua statura si alta quanto 
la spicca dritta del grano verde, c la sua grossezza 
quanto tin nianipolodigraRUBecco. Noilanianda- 
reraniD a vestire per li nostri mandatici nmbascia- 
dori, e chila conduranno a not, c noi incontraremnio 
aRarivadelfiuinegrandefacendolasalirc auenostro 
cocchio. Ella potraadorarc appreaaodinoiit suo 
Dio, con venti quatro attre a siiu ellezzione e poire 
cantare con loro, come la tntlora alia primaTera. 
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' Sodisfando noi padre e amico nostro questa 
nostra brama, sarete caggione di unire in perpetua 
amicitia cotesti vostri regiii d*£uropa al nostro do- 
niinante imperio, e si abbracciranno le vostri leggi 
come Tedera abbraccia la pianta ; e noi medesemi 
spargeremo del nostro seme reale in cotestc pro- 
vincei, riscaldando i letti di vostri principi con il 
fuoco amoroso delle nostre amazoni, d'alcune delle 
qiiali i nostri mandatici ambasciadori vi porte- 
ranno le somiglianza dipinte. 

* Vi coniirmiamo di tenere in pace le due buone re- 
ligiose famiglie delli missionarii gIi*figlioli dlgnazio, 
e li bianchi e neri figlioli di Dominico, il cui consiglio 
degl* uni e degU altri ci serve di scorta nel nostro re- 
gimen to e di lume ad interpretare le divine legge, 
come appuncto fa lume Toglio che si getta in mate. 

* In tanto alzandoci dal nostro trono per abbrac- 
ciarvi, vidi chiariamo nostro congiunto e confede- 
rato, ed ordiniamo che questo foglio sia segnato 
col nostro segno imperiale della nostra citta, capo 
del mondo, il quinto giorno della terza lunatione 
Tanno quarto del nostro imperio. 

* SigUlo e un sole nelle cui faccia e anche quella 
della luna ed intorno tra i raggi vi sono traposte 
alcune spada. 

* Dico il traduttore che secondo il ceremonial di 
questro lettere e recedentissimo specialmente fes- 
sere scritto con la penna dello struzzo-vergine con 
la quelle non sogliosi scrivere quei re che le pre- 
giere a Dio e scrivendo a qualche altro principe 
del mondoy la maggior iinezza che usino» e scri- 
vergli con la penna del pavone.* 

A letter from the Emperor of China to the Pope, 
interpreted by a father Jesuit, secretary to the 
Indies. 

Ff2 



' To yoH blesied above the hlesied, great emperor of 
bUhops and potior of Chrutians, diipenser of Iht 
oil of the kingi of Europe, Clement XI. 

•The favourite friend of Gnd, Gionetta the 
Vllth, the roost powerful above the most powerful 
of the earth, highest above the highest under the 
sun and mooD, who sits on a throDe of emerald tif 
China, above 100 steps of gold, to interpret the 
lan)i:uage of God to the faithful, and who gives life 
and death to 115 kingdoms, and 170 islands; he 
writes with the quill of a virgin ostrich, and sends 
health and increase of old age. 

' Being arrived at the time of our age, in which 
the flower of our rojal youth nught to ripen into 
fruit towards old age, to comfort therewith the de- 
sire of our devoted people, and to propagate the 
seed of that plant which must protect them ; we 
have determined to accompany ourselves with an 
high nmoroMs virgin, suckled at the breast of a wild 
lioness, and a meek lamb; and, imagining with 
curselves that your European Roman people is the 
father of unconquerable and chaste ladies, we 
■tretch ont our powerful arm to embrace one of 
them, and she shall be one of your nieces, or the 
niece of some other great Latin priest, the darling 
of God's right eye. Let the authority of Sarah be 
sown in her, the fidelity of Esther, and the wisdom 
of Abba. We would have her eye like that of a dove, 
which may look upon heaven and earth, with the 
mouth of a Ghell-tish to feed upon the dew of the 
morning ; her age must not exceed 200 courses of 
the moon : let her stature be equal to that of an 
ear of green corn, and her girth a handful. 
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clothe her^ and to conduct her to us, and we will 
meet her on the bank of the great river, making 
her to leap up into our chariot. She may with us 
worship her own God, together with twenty-four 
virgins of her own choosing ; and she may sing 
with them as the turtle in the spring. 

* You, O father and friend, comply ing with this 
our desire, may be an occasion of uniting in per- 
petual friendship our high empire with your Euro- 
pean kingdoms, and we may embrace your laws as 
the ivy embraces the tree ; and we ourselves may 
scatter our royal blood into your provinces, warm- 
ing the chief of your princes with the amorous fire 
of our amazons, the resembling pictures of some 
of which our said mandarines embassadors shall 
convey to you. 

* We exhort you to keep in peace two good reli- 
gious families of missionaries, the sons of Igna- 
tius, and the black and white sons of Dominicus ; 
that the counsel, both of the one and the other, 
may serve as a guide to us in our government, and 
a light to interpret the divine law, as the oil past 
into the sea produces light. 

* To conclude, we rising up in our throne to em- 
brace you, we declare you our ally and confederate ; 
and have ordered this leaf to be sealed with our 
imperial signet, in our royal city the head of the 
world, the eighth day of the third lunation, and 
the fourth year of our reign.' 



Letters from Rome say, the whole conversation 
both among gentlemen and ladies has turned upon 
the subject of this epistle, ever since it arrived. The 
Jesuit who translated it says, it loses much of the 
majesty of the original in the Italian. It seems there 
. was an offer of the same nature made by the pre- 
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decessor of the present emperor to Lewis XUl. of 
France ; but no lady of that court would take the 
voyage, that sex not being at that time so much 
used in public negotiations. The manner of treat- 
ing the pope is, according to the Chinese ceremo- 
nial, very respectful, for the emperor writes to him 
with the qiiill of a virgin ostrich, which was never 
used before but in writing prayers. Instructions 
are preparing for the lady who shall have so much 
seal as to undertake this pilgrimage, and be an 
empress for the sake of her religion. The prin- 
cipal of the Indian missionaries has given in a list 
of the reigning sins in China, in order to prepare 
indulgencies necessary to this lady and her retinue^ 
in advancing the interests of the Roman-catholie 
teligion in those kingdoms. 

' TO THE SPECTATOIUGfiNERAL. 
* May it please your Honour, 

* I HAVE of late seen French hats of a 
prodigious magnitude pass by my observatory. 

T. ' JOHN sly/ 
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It gives me very great scandal to observe, where- 
ever I go, how much skill, in buying all manner of 
goods, there is necessary to del'eud yourself from 
being cheated in whatever you see exposed to sale. 
My reading makes such a strong impression upon 
me, that 1 should think myself a cheat in my way, 
if I should translate any thing from another tongue, 
and not acknowledge it to my readers. 1 understood 
from common report, that Mr. Cihher was intro- 
ducing a French play upon our stage, and thonght 
myself concerned to let the town know what was 
his, and what was foreign.* When I came to the re- 
hearsal, I found the house so partial to one of their 
own fraternity, that they gave every thing which 
was said such grace, emphasis, and force in their 
action, that it was no easy matter to make any judg- 
ment of the performance. Mrs. Oldfield, who, it 
Beems, is the heroic danghter, had so Just a concep- 
tion of her part, that her action made what she spoke 
appear decent, just, and noble. The passions of 
terror and compassion they madcime believe were 

^ .-- . a Iragcdy laken 
— iifoin Ihe C'-' -'"----- ' - ■- '^-^^ — 




d 



ZS2 SPECTATOR. N"" 649« 

Tery artfuHy raised, and the whole conduct of the 
play artful and surprising. We authors do not 
much relish the endeavours of players in this kind, 
but have the same disdain as physicians and law- 
yers have when attorneys and apothecaries give 
advice. Gibber himself took the liberty to tell me, 
that he expected J would do him justice, and allow 
the play well prepared for his spectators, what- 
ever it was for his readers. He added very many 
particulars not uncurious concerning the manner 
of taking an audience, and laying wait not only for 
their superficial applause, but also for insinuating 
into their affections and passions, by the artful 
management of the look, voice, and gesture of the 
speaker. I could not but consent that The Heroic 
Daughter appeared in the rehearsal a moving en- 
tertainment wrought out of great and exemplary 
virtue. 

The advantages of action, show, and dress, on 
these occasions, are allowable, because the merit 
consists in being capable of imposing upon us to 
our advantage and entertainment. All that I was 
going to say about the honesty of an author in the 
sale of his ware was, that he ought to own all that 
he had borrowed from others, and lay in a clear 
light all that he gives his spectators for their 
money, with an account of the first manufactures. 
But I intended to give the lecture of this day upon 
the common and prostituted behaviour of traders 
in ordinary commerce. The philosopher made it 
a rule of trade, that your profit ought to be the 
common profit ; and it is unjust to make any step 
towards gain, wherein the gain of even those to 
whom you sell is not also consulted. A man may 
deceive himself if he thinks fit, but he is no better 
than a cheat who sells any thing without telling 
the exceptions against it, as well as what is to be 
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said to its advantage. The scandalous abuse of 
language and liardeniagof conscience, which may 
be observed everj' day in going from one place to 
another, is what makes a wbole city to an unpre- 
judiced eye a den of thieves. It was no small 
pleasure to me for this reason to remark, as i 
passed by Cornhill, that the shop of that worthy, 
nonest, though lately unfortunate citizen, Mr. John 
Morton, so well known in the linen trade, is setting 
np anew. Since a man has been in a distressed 
condition, it ought to be a great satisfaction to 
have passed through it in sucli a manner as not 
to have lost the friendship of those who suffered 
with him, but to receive an honourable acknow- 
ledgment of his honesty from those very persons 
to whom the law had consigned his estate. 

The misfortune of this citizen is like to prove of 
ft very general advantage to those who shall deal 
with him hereafter : for the stock with which he 
now sets up being the loan of his friends, be cannot 
expose that to the hazard of giving credit, but en- 
ters into a ready-money trade, by which means he 
will both buy and sell the best and cheapest. He 
imposes upon himself a rule of affixing the value of 
each piece he sells, to the piece itself; so that the 
most ignorant servant or child will be as good a 
buyer al his shop as the most skilful in the trade. 
For all which, you have all his hopes and fortune 
for your security. To encourage dealing after this 
way, there is not only the avoiding the most infa- 
mous guiltin ordinary bartering; but this observa- 
tion, that he who buys with ready money saves as 
much to his family as the state exacls'out of his 
land for the security and service of his country ; 
that is to say, in plain English, sixteen will do an 
inucfa as twenty shillings. 
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' MB. SPECTATOR, 

' My heart is so swelled with grateful sen- 
timeuts on account of some favours which 1 have 
lately received, that I must beg leave to give them 
ulterence amongst the crowd of other anonymous 
correspondents ; and writing, I hope, will be as 
great a relief to my forced silence, as it is to your 
natural taciturnity. My generous benefactor will 
not suffer me to speak to him in any terms of ac- 
knowledgmenl, but ever treats me as if he had the 
greatest obligations, aiid uses me with a distinctioa 
that is not to be expected from one so much my su- 
perior in fortiiiie, years, and understanding. He 
insinuates, as if I had a certain right to his favours 
from some merit, which his particular indulgence 
to me has discovered ; hut that is only a beautiful 
artifice to lessen the pain an honest mind feels in 
receiving obligations when there is no probahiUly 
of returning them. 

' A gift is doubled when accompanied with such 
a delicacy of address; but what to me gives it an 
inexpressible value, is its comiug from the man 1 
most esteem in the world. It pleases me indeed, 
as it is an advantage and addition to my fortune; 
but when I consider it as an instance of (hat good 
man's friendship, it overjoys, it transports me; [ 
look on i( with a lover's eye, and no longer regard 
the gift, but the hand that gave it. For my friend- 
flhip is so entirely void of any gainful views, that 
it often gives me pain to think it should have been 
chargeable to him ; and I cannot at some melan- 
choly hours help doing his generosity the injury of 
fearing it should cool on this account, and that the 
last favour might be a sort of legacy of a departing 
friendship. 

' I confess these fears seem very groundless and 
unjust, but you must forgive them to the npprehf 
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sion of one possessed of a great treasure^ who is 
frighted at the most distant shadow of danger. 

' Since I have thus far opened my heart to you^ 
I will not conceal the secret satisfaction I feel there, 
of knowing the goodness of my friend will not be 
unrewarded. I am pleased with thinking the pro- 
vidence of the Almighty hath sufficient blessings in 
store for him, and will certainly discharge the 
debt, though I am not made the happy instrument 
of doing it. 

* However, nothing in my power, shall be want- 
ing to shew my gratitude ; I will make it the busi- 
ness of my life to thank him ; and shall esteem 
(next to him) those my best friends, who give me 
the greatest assistance in the good work. Print- 
ing this letter would be some little instance of my 
gratitude ; and your favour herein will very much 
oblige 

* Your most humble servant. Sec. 
Nov. 24, * W. C' 

T. 



SPECTATOR. 



V fi47. THURSDAY, NOV. 27, 1713. 



iSi nulinu libi, MBmlraiA radicetel Acrid, 
Nonflertt l£Biiui,/ngera tatlice ccl /wrM 
Pn^cimte nihil curaritr. 

HoR. 2Ep, ii. 1. 
Sappose yon liad a wound, and ooe that ihcw'd 
An berti, wbich you appUed, but found no good j 
Would you be fond of lliii, iDi^rcane your pain, 
Aiid u>e the traitlena l-eincdy agaitlj 



1 



It is very difficult to praise a idsd witlioiit putting 
liirn out of countenance. My following corrcs- 
poudent bus found out ibin uncommon art, and, 
together with his friends, has celebrated some of 
my speculations after such a concealed but divert- 
ing manner, that if any nf my readers think I am 
to blame in publishing my own commendations, 
they will allow I .should have deserved their cen- 
sure as Buch, had I suppressed ihe humour in 
which they are conveyed to me. 



' I AH often in a private assembly of wits 
of both sexes, where we generally descant upon 
your spec nlatious, or upon the subjects on which 
you have treated. Wa were last Tuesday talking 
of those two volumes which you have lately pub- 
lished. Some were commending one of your papers, 
and some another : and there was scarce a single 
person in the company that had iiot a favourite spe- 
culation. Upon this a man of wit and learning told 



>, he ihflught it would not be a 
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Spectator the same compliment that is often made 
iu our public prints to Sir William Read, Dr. Grant, 
Mr. Moor the apothecary, and other eminent phy^ 
sicians, where it is usual for the patients to publish 
the cures which have been made upon them, and 
the several distempers nndcr which they laboured. 
The proposal took ; and the lady where we visited 
having the two last volumes in large paper inter* 
leaved for her own private use, ordered them to be 
brought down, and laid in the Mrindow, whither 
every one in the company retired, and writ down a 
particular advertisement in the style and phpase of 
the like ingenious compositions which we fre- 
quently meet with at the end of our newspapers. 
When we had finished our work, we read them 
with a great deal of mirth at the iire-side, and 
agreed, nemine contradicente, to get them tran^- 
scribed, and sent to the Spectator. The gentleman 
who made the proposal entered the following ad- 
vertisement before the title-page, after which the 
rest succeeded in order. ■ 

* Remedium efficax et universum ; or, an effectual 
remedy adaptedto all capacities; shewing how any 
person may cure himself of ill-nature, pride, party* 
spleen, or any other distemper incident to the hu- 
man system, with an easy way to know when the 
infection is upon him. The panacea is as innocent 
as bread, agreeable to the taste, and requires no 
confinement. It has not its equal in the universe, 
as abundance of the nobility and gentry throughout 
the kingdom have experienced. 

* N. B. No family ought to be without it.' 

Over the two Spectators on jealousy, being the two ' 
fost in the third volume. N" 170, 171. 

* I William Crazy, aged threescore and seven, 
having been for several years afflicted with uneasj^ 

VOL. VII. G g 
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(loubls, fcara, aud vapours, occasioned by tile youth 
nnil beauty of Mary my wife, aged twenty-five, do 
hereby, for the benctit of the public, give notice, 
that 1 have fouud great relief from ihe two folio wing- 
doses, havinif taken them two niornings together 
with a dish of chocolate. Witness my hand, drc' 

For the benejil of the Poor. 

' Id chanty to tnch as are troubled with thedis- 
eBHe of levee-huDting, and are forced to seek their 
bread every morning at the chamber-doors of great 
men, 1, A. B. do testify, that for many years past 
I laboured under this fashionable distemper, but 
was cured of it by a remedy which I bought of Mrs. 
Baldwin, contained in ahaU-sheet of paper, marked 
No. 103, where any one may be provided with the 
same remedy at the price of a single penny.' 

■An infallible cure for hypochondriac melan- 
choly. No9. 173, 184, 191, 203, 209. 221, 233, 235, 
239, 245, 247, 2il. . 

• Probatum est. ' Charles EASY.' 

' I Christopher Query, having been troubled with 
a certain distemper in my tongue, which shewed 
itself in impertinent and superfiuous interro~ 
gatories, have not naked one unnecessary ques- 
tion since my perusal of the prescription marked 
No. 228.' 

' The Britannic Beautifier,* being an essay on 
modesty. No. 231, which gives such a delightful 
blushing colour to the cheeks of tboi " " " 



* Trkimlated from Die iid«ertiseineiit of Ihe Red Bai 
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I wliiteorpaJe, that it is not to be distinguished from 

i a natural fine complexioD, nor perceived to bearti- 

' ficial by the nearest friend, is nothing of paint, or 

in the least hurtful. It renders the face dehghtfully 

}iBndsonie; is not subject to be rubbed off, and 

cannot be paralleled by either wash, powder, cos- 

I metic, &c. It is certainly the best bcButifier in the 

' MARTHA GLOWORM.' 

' I Samuel Self, of the parish of St. James, hav- 
ing a constitution which naturally abounds with 
acids, made use of a paper of directions marked 
No. 177, recommending a healthful exercise called 
good-nature, and have found it a most excellent 
sweetener of the blood.' 

' Whereas I, Elizabeth Rainbow, was troubled 
with that distemper iu my head, which about a year 
ago was pretty epidemical among the ladies, and 
. discovered itself in the colour of their hoods ; hav- 
ing made use of the doctor's cephalic tincture, which 
he exhibiled (o the public in one of his last year's 
papers, I recovered in a very few days.' 

* I George Gloom, having for a long time been 
troubled with the spleen, and being advised by my 
friends to put myself into a course of Steele, did for 
that end make use of remedies conveyed to me se- 
veral mornings, in short letters, from the hands of 
the invisible doctor. They are marked at the bot- 
tom Nathaniel Henroost, Alice Threadneedle, Rc- 
'becca Nettletoy, Tom Lovelass, Mary Meanwell, 
Thomas Smoaky, Anthony Freeman, Tom Meggot, 
Rtistick Sprightly, *c. which have had so good an 
eiFect upon me, that I now find myself cheerfnl, 
lightsome, and easv ; and therefore do recommend 
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them to all such as labour under the same distem« 

per.* 

Not having room to insert all the advertisements 
which virere sent me» I have only picked out some 
few from the third volume^ reserving the fourth 
tor another opportunity. O. 
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Vitih nemo sine nascitury opttmui iUe 



Qui miuimU urgeiur. 

Hob. 1 Sat. iii. 68« 

There*! none but has some fanlt ; and he's the best. 
Most virtuous he, that's spotted with the least. 

Creech. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, *Nov. 27, 1712. 

' I HAVE read this day's paper with a great 
deal of pleasure, and could send you an account of 
several elixirs and antidotes in your third volume, 
which your correspondents have not taken notice of 
in their advertisements ; and at the same time must 
own to you, that I have seldom seen a shop fur- 
nished with such a variety of medicaments, and in 
which there are fewer soporifics. The several ve-i 
hides you have invented for conveying your unac- 
ceptable truths to us, are what I most particularly 
admire, as I am afraid they are secrets which will 
die with you. I do not find that any of your critical 
essays are taken notice of in this paper, notwith^ 
standing 1 look upon them to be excellent cleansers 
of the brain, and could venture to superscribe them 
with an advertisement which I have lately seen in 
one of your newspapers, wherein there is an a^^ 
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count given of a sovereign remedy for restoring the 
taste to all such persons ^hose palates have been 
vitiated by distempers, unwholesome food, or any 
the like occasions. But to let fall the allusion^ not- 
withstanding your criticisms, and particularly the 
candour which you have discovered in them, are 
not the least taking part of your works, I find your 
opinion concerning poetical justice, as it is express- 
ed in the first part of your fortieth Spectator, is con- 
troverted by some eminent critics; and as you now 
seem, to our great grief of heart, to be winding 
up your bottoms, I hoped you would have enlarged 
a little upon that subject. It is indeed but a single 
paragraph in your works, and I believe those who 
have read it with the same attention I have done, 
will think there is nothing to be objected against 
it. I have however drawn up some additional argu- 
ments to strengthen the opinion which you have 
there delivered, having endeavoured to go to the 
bottom of the matter, which you may either publish 
or suppress as you think fit. 

'Horace in my ipotto says, that all men are 
vicious, and that they differ from one another only 
as they are more or less so. Boileau has given the 
same account of our wisdom, as Horace has of our 
virtue. 

'< Tons les hommea wnt fous, et nudgrd tous lewt mw, 
Ne different entre «tia^, que de plus et du mains,' 

*'All men," says he, "are fools, and, in spite of 
their endeavours to the contrary, differ froni one 
another only as they are more or less so.'' 

* Two or three of the old Greek poets have g^ven 
the same turn to a sentence which describes the 
happiness of man in this life; 

Gg3 
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That mao is most happy who is ttic least misenble. 
It will not perhaps be unentertaiiiing to the polite 
reader to observe how these three beautiful senteaces 
are formed upon different subjects by the same wi 
ofthinking; buti shall return ttfthe first of thi 
•Our goodness being of a comparative am 
an absolute nature, there is none who ia strictneU' 
can be called a virtuous man. Every one has in 
him a natural alloy, though one may be fuller of 
dross than another: for this reason I cannot think 
itrighttointroduce a perfect or afaultless man upon 
the stage ; not only because such a character is im- 
proper to move compassion, but because there is no 
such thing in nature. This might probably be one 
reason why the Spectator in oneof his papers took 
notice of that late invented term called poetical 
justice, and the wrong notions into which it has led 
some tragic writers. The most perfect man has 
vices enough to draw down punishments apon hil 
head, and to Justify Providence in regard to biiTJ 
miseries that may befal him. For this reasonlj 
cannot think buttbat the instruction and moral ai^ 
much finer, where a mao who is virtuous i 
main of his character falls into distress, and sinkll 
under the blows of fortune at the end of a tragcdn 
than when he is represented as happy and triumph^ 
ant. Such an example corrects the insolence ol 
human nature, softens the mind of the beholder witltJ 
sentiments of pity and compassion, comforts him on* J 
derbis own prtvateaflliction, and teaches him not to 
judge of men's virtues by their successes. I cannot 
think of one real hero in all antiquity so far raised 
above human infirmities, that he might not be very 
naturally represented in a tragedy as plunged in 
ind calamities. The poet may still find 
: prevailing pnssinn or indiscretion in tiis 
character, and shew it in such a manner as will suf-u. 
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ficiently acquit the gods of any injustice in his suf- 
ferings. For, as Horace observes in my text, the 
best man is faulty, though not in so great a degree 
as those whom we generally call vicious men. 

* If such a strict poetical justice as «ome gentle* 
men insist upon was to be observed in this art, there 
is no manner of reason why it should not extend to 
heroic poetry as well as tragedy. But we find it so 
Kttle observed in Homer, that his Achilles is placed 
in the greatest point of glory and success, though 
his character is morally vicious, and only poetically 
good, if I may Ufte the phrase of our modem critics. 
The iEneid is filled with innocent, unhappy persons. 
Nisus and Euryalus, Lausus and Pallas, come all 
to unfortunate ends. The poet takes notice in par- 
ticular, that, in the sacking of Troy, Ripheus fell, 
who was the most just man among the Trojans. 

CoAiJt et Ripheus juUissimiu vnirs. 



Qui fuU in TewriSj et servantissimus tequi: 

Diis tdUer visum est " 

iEn. ii. 427. 

And that Pantheus could neither be preserved by 
his transcendant' piety, nor by the holy fillets of 
Apollo, whose priest he was. 

5* Nee te tua plunma, Pantheu^ 

Ltdtentem pietas, nee ApoUhns hifida texii." 

Ibid. ver. 439. 

t might here mention the practice of ancient tragic 
poets, both Greek and Latin ; but as this particular 
is touched upon in the paper above mentioned, I 
shall pass it over in silence. I could produce pas- 
sages out of Aristotle in favour of my opinion ; and 
if in one place he says that an absolutely virtuous 
man should not be represented as unhappy, this does 
4iot justify any one who shall think fit to bring in an 
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absolutely virtuous man upon the 
who are aiquainted with that authors way 
ing know very well that, to take the whole extent 
ot'hissiibjectintohisdivisioiiBofit, heoften makes 
use of such cases as are imaginary, and not redu- 
cible to practice. He himself declares that such 
tragedies a^ ended unhappily bore away the prize 
in theatrical coateations, from those which ended 
happily; and for the fortieth speculation, which I 
am now considering, as it has given reasons why 
these are more apt to please an audience, so it only 
proves that these are generally preferable to the 
other, though at the same time it alhrms that many 
excellent tragedies have and may be written in both 

' 1 shall conclade with observing, that though the 
Spectator above mentioned is so far against thi 
of poetical justice, as to aflirm that good men ma^ 
meet with an unhappy catastrophe in tragedy, 
does not say that ill men may go off unpunisbi 
The reason for this distinction is very plain, nai 
ly, because the best of men are vicious enough Wl 
justify Providence for any misfortunes and afflic- 
tions which may befal thera, but there are many 
men so criminal that they can have no claim or 
pretence to happiness. The best of men may 
deserve punishment, but the worst of men cam 
deserve happiness.' 
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iQoiimvtt digreisu teteiis cotffums aauci, 
lAmdo tamen, 

Juv. Sat. iii: 1. 

Tho' griev'd at tlie departure of my friend, 
fiifl purpose of retiring I commencL 

I BELIBVE most people begin the world with a reso^ 
lution to withdraw from it into a serious kind of so- 
litude or retirement when they have made them- 
selves easy in it. Our happiness is, that we find 
out some excuse or other for deferring such our good 
resolutions until our intended retreat is cut off by 
death. But among all kinds of people there are 
none who are so hard to part with the world as those 
who are grown old in the heaping up of riches. 
Their minds are so warped with their constant at- 
tention to gain, that it is very difficult for them to 
givejtheif souls another bent, and convert them 
towards those objects, which though they are pro- 
per for every stage of life, are so more especially 
for the last. Horace describes an old usurer as so 
charmed with the pleasure of a country life, that 
in order to make a purchase he called in all his 
]money ; but what was the event of it 1 Why, in a 
very few days after he put it out again. I am en- 
gaged in this series of thought by a discourse which 
1 had last week with my worthy friend Sir Andrew 
Freeport, a man of so much natural eloquence, 
good sense, and (>robity of mind, that I always 
hear him with a particular pleasure. As we were 
sitting together, being the sole remaining members 
of our club^ Sir Aqdrew gave me an account of the 
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has. You know me so well, tliatl oeeil Dot tell j'i>u 
I mean, b^ the eDJoymcut of Diy possessions, tlie 
makingoftliemuscful to the public. As thegreatest 
part of my estate has been hitherto of an unsteady 
and volatile nature, either tost upon seas or fluctu- 
ating in funds, it is now fixed and settled in sub- 
stantial acres and tenements. I have removed it 
from the uncertainty of stuciis, wiadR, and waves, 
and disposed of it ia a considerable purchase. 
This will give me great opportunity of being cha- 
ritable in my way, that is, in setting my poor neigh- 
bours to worli, and giving them a comfortable sub- 
sistence out of their own industry. My gardens, 
my fish-ponds, my arable and pasture grounds, 
shall be my several hospitals, or rather work- 
houses, in which I propose to maintain a great 
many indigent persons, who are now starving in my 
neighbourhood. 1 have got a fine spread of im- 
proveable lands, and in my own thoughts am 
already plowing up some of them, fencing others ; 
planting woods, and draining marshes. In fiuc, as 
I have my share in the surface of this island, I am 
resolved to make it as beautiful a spot as any in her 
majesty's domiaions; at least there is not an inch 
of it which shall not be cultivaled to the best ad- 
vantage, and do its utmost for its owner. As in my 
mercaotilc employment I so disposed of my affairs, 
that, from whatever corner of the compass the 
wind blew, it was briuging home one or other of my 
ships; 1 hope as a husbandman to contrive it so, 
that nut a shower of rain or a glioipse of sunshine 
shall fall upon my estate without bettering some 
part of it, and contributing to the products of the 
- season. You know it has been hitherto my opinion 
f of life, that it is thrown away when it is not some 
■ way useful to others. Butwhen I am riding out by 
■inyRplf, in ihe fresh air on the open heath that lies 
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by my house, I find several other thoughts growing 
up in nie. I am now uf opinion, that a man of my 
age may find business enough on himself, by setting 
his mind in order, preparing it for another world, 
a.nd reconciling it to the thoughts of death. I 
must therefore acquaint you, that besides those 
usual methods of charity, of which I have before 
spoken, I am at this very instant finding out a con- 
venient place where 1 may build an alms-house, 
which I intend to endow very handsomely for a 
dozen superannuated buabandmen. It wdl be a 
great pleasure to me to say my prayers twice a-dav 
with men of my own years, who all of them, as well 
as myself, may have their thoughts taken up how 
they shall die, rather than how they shall live. I 
remember an excellent saying that I learned at 
school. Finis coronal opus. You know best whethi 
it be in Virgil or in Horace, it is my business 
apply it. If your affairs will permit you to ts 
thecountij air with me sometimes, you will find 
apartment dtted up foryou, and shall be every 
entertained with beef or mutton. of my own {< 
ing; fish out of my own ponds ; and fruit out of 
my own ganlens. You shall have free egress and 
regress about my bouse, without having any ques- 
tions asked you; and, in a word, such e- ' "-" 

welcome ai you may expect from 

' Your most sincere friend 
' and humble servai 

' ANDREW FREEPORT.' 

The club of which I am a member being entireM 
dispersed, I shall consult my reader next w ' 
a project relating to the institution of a ne 

O.J 
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N° 550. MONDAY, DEC. 1, 1712. 



r. 1S8. 
la what will all Ihij oitentation end i 

RoBCDUHUH. 

Since the late dissolution of the club, whereof I 
have often declared myself a member, there arc very 
mauy persons who by letters, petitions, and recom- 
mendatious, put up for tlie next election. .4t the 
same time 1 must complain, that several indirect 
and underhand practices have been made use of 
upon this occasion. A certain country gentleman 
began to lap upon the first information be received 
of Sir Roger's death ; when he sent me up word, 
that, if I would get him chosen in the place of the 
deceased, he would present me with a barrel of the 
best October I had ever tasted in my life. The 
ladies are in great pain to know whom I intend to 
elect in the room of Will Honeycomb. Some of 
them indeed are of opinion that Mr. Houeycomh 
did not take sufficient care of their interest in the 
club, and are therefore desirous of having in it here- 
after a representative of their own sex, A citizen 
who subscribes himself Y. Z. tells me that he has 
one-and- twenty shares in the African company, and 
offers to bribe me with the odd one in case he may 
succeed Sir Andrew Freeport, which he thinks 
would raise the credit of that fund, 1 have several 
letters, dated from Jenny Man's, by gentlemen who 
are candidates for Captain Sentry's place ; and as 
many from a coffee-house in Paul's church-yard of 
such who would fill up the vacancy occasioned hy 
VOL. *ii. H h 



^ 



3S0 SPEtTATUR. N' 550,- 

Ihe death of my wortliy friend tlie clergyman, whom 
1 can never mention hut with a particular respect. 

Having maturely weighed these several particu- 
lars, with the many remonstrances tliat have beeu 
made to me on this subject, and considering how 
invidious an otiice 1 shall take upon me if 1 make 
the whole election depend upon iny single voice, 
and being unwilling to expose myself to those cla- 
mours, which on such an occasiou will not fail to 
be raised against me for partiality, injustice, cor- 
ruption, and other quahlies, which my nature ab* 
hoFB, I have formed to myself the project of a club 
as follows. 

I have thoughts of issuing out writs to all and 
everyof the clubs that are eslahlished in the cities of 
London and Westminster, requiring them to choose 
out of their respective bodies a person of the greatest 
merit, and to return his name to me before Lady- 
day, at which time I intend to sit upon business. 

]]y this means I may have reason to hope, Ihftt 
the club over which I shall preside will be the very 
flower and (|uin1essence of all other clubs. I have 
communicated this luy projict to none but a par- 
ticular friend of mine, whom] have celebrated twice 
or thrice for his happiness in that kind of wit wbicli 
is commonly known by the name of a pun. The 
only objection he makes to it is, that [ shall raise 
up enemies to myself, if 1 act with so regal an air, 
and that my detractors, iuiilead of giving mc the 
usual title of Spectator, will be apt to call me the 
King of Clubs. 

But to proceed on mj intended project; it is very 
well known that I at Krst set forth in this work will) 
the character of a silent man ; and I think 1 have 
so well preserved my laciiurniiy, that I do not re- 
member to have violated it with three senlcncrs in 
the space of almost two years. As a monosyllable 
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is my delight, I have made very few excursions, in 
the cQnversations which I have related^ beyond a 
Yes of a No. By this means my readers have lost 
many good things which I have had in my heart, 
though I did not care for uttering them. 

Now in order to diversify my character* and to 
shew the world how well I can talk if I have a mind, 
1 have thoughts of being very loquacious in the club 
which I have now under consideration. But that I 
may proceed the more regularly in this affair, I de- 
sign, upon the first meeting of the said club, to 
have my mouth opened in form ; intending to re- 
gulate myself in this particular by a certain ritual 
which I have by me, that contains all the ceremonies 
)vhich are practised at the opening of the mouth of a 
cardinal. 1 have likewise examined the forms which 
were used of old by Pythagoras, when any of his 
scholars, after an apprenticeship of silence, was 
made free of his speech. In the mean time, as I 
have of late found my name in foreign gazettes upon 
less occasions, I question not but in their next arti- 
cles from Great Britain they will inform the world, 
that ' the Spectator's mouth is to be opened on the 
twenty-fifth of March next.' I may perhaps pub- 
lish a very useful paper at that time of the proceed- 
ings in that solemnity, and of the persons who shal^ 
assist at it. But of this more hereafter, 

O. 
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is ralUius olftu 

Hon. An FoeL vet. 400. 



And 



iicnt is the pedigree of verse, 
a diTinc a poet's tunctlon. 

KulCOMMON. 



t 

^^^^^^^ ■ When men of worthy and excelling 

^^^ peniuses have obliged the world with beautiful and 

instructive writings, it is in the nature of gratitude 
that praise should be returned them, as one proper 
consequent reward of their perform an ces. Not has 
mankind ever been so degenerately sunk but they 
have made this retuvn, and even when they have 
not been wrought up by the generous endeavour so 
as to receive the advantages designed by it. This 
praise, which arises first in the mouth of particular 
persona, spreads and lasts according to the merit of 
authors; and when it thus meets with afull success 
changes its denomination, and is called fame. They, 
who have happily arrived at this, are, even while 
they live, inflamed by the acknowledgments of 
others, and spurred on to new undertakings for the 
benelit of mankind, notwithstanding the detraction 
which some abject tempers would cast upon them : 
but when they decease, their characters being free 
from the shadow which envy laid them under, begin 
to shine with the greater splendour; their spirits 
survive in their works ; they are admitted into the 
highest companies, and they continue pleasing and 
inatrucling posterity from age to age. Some 



I 



J 



N* 551. SPECTATOR. Sit 

best gain a character, % beiog able to shew that 
tUey are no strangers to them ; ami others obtain a 
new warmth to labour for the happiness and ease 
of mankind, from a reflection upon those hoDOurs 
which are paid to their memories. 

' The thought of this took me up as I turaed over 
those epigrams whicli are the remains of several of 
the pits of Greece, and perceived many dedicated 
to the fame of those who had excelled in beautiful 
poetic performances. Wherefore, in pursuance to 
my thought, I concluded to do something along with 
them to bring their praises into a new light and 
language, for the encouragement of those whose 
modest tempers may be deteiTed by the fear of envy 
or detraction from fait attempts, to which their 
parts might render them equal. You will perceive 
them as they follow to be conceived in ihe form of 
epitaphs, a sort of writing which is wholly set apart 
for a short-pointed method of praise. 

ON OBPHEUS, WRITTEN BY ANTIPATER. 

" Mo longer, Orplieni, tball tliy lacred slrainl 
Lead stones, and tretMi, and b^ls along the plains ; 
Nu longer soolli tlie boiateinus wiudii to sleep, 
Or still ihe billows of the raging deep, 
For thon art gone. The Muses mourn thy fall 
In solemn itrains, tby mother most of all. 
Ye mortals, idly for your ions ye moBD, 
If thus B goddess could not save her own." 



* Observe here, that if we take the fable for 
granted, as it was believed to be in that age when 
the epigram was written, the turn appears tu have 
piety to the gods, and a resigning spirit in its up- 
plication. But if we consider the point with respect 
to our present knowledge, it will be less esteemed ; 
though the author himself, because he believed il, 
H h 3 
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may still be more valued than any one trho sbi 
f write with a point of tbe sanii^ nalui 



1 



ON HOMER, BY ALPHEUS OF MTTILENE. 

<• Still in our can Andromache complains, 
Anil still in tight tlie fate ofTray tcmainB : 
Still AjBi fighti, Ftill Hector's dtagg'd ilong : 
Sncb atraiige Gitrhnntment dwvUi in Hemtw ■ i....^ , 
Whose birlh roiild tnor« than one poor roalm adorn. 
For all the norld ii pcoud that he nu born.'' 

' Tbe thought in the lirst part of this is aaluril,^^ 
and depending upon llie force of poesy; in fifivS 
latter part it luoka as if it would aim at the historjtV 
of seven towns contending for the honour of Homcr^ ■ 
birth-place; but when you expect to meet with that 
common story the poet sUdes by, and raises the 
whole world for a kind of arbiter, which is to end 
the contention amongst its several partt 



ON ANACHEorj. BY ANTIPATEH. 

" This tomb be Ihine, Anacreon! All aroand 
Lei ivy wrealbe, let flow'rete deck the groand ; 
And from iti earth, enrich'd with such a priie. 
Let welts of milk and ittreama of wine ariie : 
So will thine ashes yet a pleasure know. 
If any pleasure reach [he ahades below." 



' The poet here written upon is an easy gay au- 
thor, and he who writes upon him has filled his own 
head with the character of his subject. H« ae^s 
to love his theme so much, thai he thinks of notfaiug 
but pleasing him as if he were *lill alive, by enter- 
ing into his libertine spirit; so that tbe humour is 
easy and gay, resembling Anacreon in its air, raised 
hy sueh images, and painted with such a turn as he 
might bare used. I give it a place here, beci 
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the author ma}' Lave designed it for hia honour; 
and 1 take an opportunity from it to advise others, 
tliat when they would praise they cautiously avoid 
every lower qualification, and fix only where there 
is a real foundation in merit. 

ON EUKIPTDES, BY ION. 

" Divine Euripideg, thiii tomb vii see 

So fair is not a monumenl for thee. 

Sd much as thou for it, since all will own 

Thy name and lasting praise adorn the stone,"* 

■ The thought here is fine, but its fault is, that it 
is general, that it may belong to any great man, 
liecBUM it points out no particular character. It 
would be better if, when we light upon such a tura, 
we join it with something that circumscribes and 
bounds it to the qualities of our subject. He who 
gives his praise in gross, will often appear either to 
have been a stranger to those he writes upon, or 
not to have found any thing in them which is praise' 
worthy. 

ON SOPHOCLES, BY SIMONIDES. 

" Winde, gentle eyer-green, to farm g shade 
Aroond the tomb where Sophocles is laid; 
SirecE iij, winde tliy boughs, aad iiitei'twine 
With blushing roses, and the cluifriag vine : 
lliiu will thy laaiing leaves, with beaulica hung, 
Prove gratelul emblems of thu la^ he sang. 
Whose soul, exalted lilie a qod of wit, 
AiDoag the muses and [be Graces writ." 

' This epigram 1 have opened more than any of 
the former: the thouglit towards the latter end 
seemed closer couched, so as to require au expla- 
nation, I fancied the poet aimed at the picture 
which is generally made of Apollo and the JVIuses, 
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lie sitting willi h'n liaip in the middle, and they 
Hrouiid liim. This looked beautiful to my thought; 
and because the image arose before me out of the 
words of the origiual as I was reading it> 1 veuture«l 
lo explain tlipm so. 

ON MENANDER, THE AUTHOR UNNAMED. 

" TLe very bees, O nreel Menander, hang 
To taste llic Muses' spring upoa tby tooguc ; 
Tha very grHces made lliu eceuei you writ 
TlLeir ba[i]>y point offine expreision hit. 
, Thns itilL >uu live, you make your Atbeui dune. 
Anil raise its glury lo the skies in tliine." 

'The epigram has a respect tothecfaar&cterofite 
(ubject ; for Menauder writ remarkably with a just- 
uess and purit<^ of language. It has also told the 
i'Otinlry he was bom in, without either a set or a 
hidden manner, while it twists together the glory of 
the poet and his nation, so as to make the naiioD 
deptnd upon his for au increase of its owo. 

■ I will ofter no more instances at present to shew, 
that they who deserve praise have it returned them 
from different ages: let these which have been laid 
down shew men that envy will pot always prevail. 
And to the end that writers may more successfully 
enliven the endeavours of one another, let them con- 
sider, in some such manner as I have attempted, 
what may be the justest spirit and art of praise. It 
i indeed very hard lu come up to it. Our praise is 
trifling when it depends upon fable ; it is false when 
it depends upon wrong qualifications; it means 
nothing when it is general ; it is extremely difficult 
to hit when we propose to raise characters high, 
while we keep to them Justly. I shall end this with 
iranscribing that excellent epitaph of Mr. Cowley, 
jyherein, with a kind of grave and pl)ili»oii" 
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hamoury he very beautifully speaks of himself (with- 
drawQ from the world, and dead to all the interests 
of it) as of a man really deceased. At the same 
time it is an instruction how to leave the public with 
a good grace. 

EPITAPHIUM VIVI AUTHORIS. 

^ HiCf O viator^ mb Uare panmlo 
Coukius hie est conditui^ hicjacet 

Dtfunctua kumani kboris 

Sorte^ 8Upervtteuaque vUa ; 
Norn indeeora pauperie nitens^ 
Et nonjnerti nohtiia otto, 

Fanoque dilectU popello 

DivitUs ammotug hottisM 
Potsis ut ilium dicere mortvMnii 
En terra jam nunc ^uaniula sufficU ! 

Exempta Jtc curtSy matar^ 

Terra eU Hla leciSf precare, 
Jiic eparge floresy eparge breves rotate 
Nam vita gaudet mortuafloribiu^ 

Herbiique odoratia corona 

Vatie adhuc cinerem eaUntemJ* 

THE LIVING author's EPITAPH* 

^'From life's superfluous cares enlarg'dy 
fib debt of human toil discharged. 
Here Cowley lies, beneath this shed. 
To ev'ry worldly interest dead ; 
With decent poverty content ; 
His hours of ease not idly spent ; 
To fortune's goods a foe profess'd. 
And hating wealth, by all caress'd. 
Tb sure, he's dead; for lo! how small 
A spot of earth is now bis all ! 
(H wish that earth may lightly lay, 
And ev'ry care be far awav ! 
Bring flow'rs, the short-Hr d roses bring, 
To life deeeaa'd lit offering! 
And sweets around the poet strow, 
Whilst ye.t with life his ashes glow/ 
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The publicalioD of these crilicisms having pro- 
cured lue Ihe following letter from a verv iugeaioui 
gentleraaD, I cannot forbear inserting it in ifac 
volume," though it did not come soon enough to 
have u place in any of inj single papers. 

' MB. SPECTATOR, 

' Having read over in your paper, N° 551, 
some of the epigrams made by the Greeiau wits, ta 
commendation of their celebrated poets, I could 
not forbear sending you another, out of Ihe same 
collection; which 1 take to be as great a compli- 
ment to Homer as any that has yet been paid him. 

Ti( mifl' TM* Tfoiii; wi^if*(i, &c. 

" Who first IrBuicrib'd Itie ranioui Trojao war, I 

And wise Ulysaei' acta, O Jove, make known : I 

For lince 'tia cerlain thine (lieae poeiua arc. 
No mor«'lei Homer ttoaat tliey are his own.'' 

' If you Ihink it worthy of a place in your specu- 

Inlions, for aught 1 know (by that means) it may in 

time be printed as often in English as it has alread] 

been in Greek. 1 am (like the rest of the world) 

•Sir, 

' 4ili Dec- . Your great admirer, 

' a. R.' 

The reader may observe that the beauty of ihit 
epigram is different from that of the foregoing. An 
irony is looked upon as the finest piilliative of praise; 
and very often conveys the nohlcst panegyric under 
ihe appearance of satire. Homer is here aeemitigty 

■ The traiuUtlon of Cowley'i epitaph, and all that fol- 
lows, except the conduillng IgK^, eigueit Fhilniiiciis, wu 
imi prluird in the Sped, in folio, but added in lUe Bra, 
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xccused and treated as a plagiary; but what is drawn 
up iu the form of an accusation is certainly, »s my 
correspondent observes, the greatest conipiiment 
that could have been paid to tbat divine poet. 



' DEAR MR. ! 

' I AM a gentleman of a pretty good for- 
tune, aod of a temper impatient of any thing whicii 
I think an injury. However 1 always quarrelled 
according to law, and instead of attacking my ad- 
versai'y by the dangerous method of sword and pis- 
tol, I made my assaults by that more secure one o^ 
writ or warrant. I cannot help telling you, that 
either by ihe.justice of my causes or the superiority 
of my counsel,! have been generally successful :aud 
to my great satisfaction I can say it, that by three 
actions of slander, and half a dozen trespasses, 1 
have for several years enjoyed a perfect tranquillity 
in my reputation and estate: by these means also I 
have been made known to the judges ; the Serjeants 
of our circuit are my intimate friends ; and the orna- 
mental counsel pay a very profound respect to one 
who has made so great a figure in the law. Affairs 
of consequence having brought me to town, I had 
the curiosity the other day to visit Wcstminster-hall ; 
and, having placed myself in one of the courts, ex- 
pected to be most agreeably entertained. After the 
court and counsel were with due ceremony seated, 
up stands a learned gentleman, and bcg;an, Whea 
this matter was last " stirred" before your lord- 
ships; the next humbly moved to " quash" an in- 
dictment; another complained that his adversary 
had " snapped" a Judgment; the next informed 
the court that his client was " stripped" of his 
possessions; another begged leave to acquaint his 
lordship they had been " saddled" with costs. At 
last up got a grave scrjeant, and told ui his client 
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tad been '* Imng up* a whole terai by ■ writ ef 

enor. * Atthb I cooM bear it no longer> but ame 

Utber, and tetolved to ftppW oiytdf to yoiir bononr 

to intopoie with these gentJemen, that they woqM 

leare off tuchlow and unnatural eipreuiont : for 

surely though the lawyers subscribe to hideous 

French and ftlse Latin, yet they shouM let their 

cBents have a little deeent and proper EogKsh far 

their money. What man that has a Talne m a good 

Bttne w<Mdd like to hate it said in a pnbKe conr^ 

fliat Mr. 8ach-a-one was stripped, saddled, w hnnt 

wbt This being what has escaped your spectitMJu 

ooserration, be Pleased to correct such an iflibcml 

cant among professed speakers, and you wHI infi- 

idtdy oblige 

' Your humble servant 
* JoiTi Coffee-hoase 

»•*•»•' • Philonicus.** 

* No. SSI Is not lettered In tke Spect in Ibllou nor kis 
It any eipnitaffs in the 8vo» or lamo. editions of ITia. 
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•Qui pr4Bgravnt artes 



Jtifira 86 posUas^ extinctus amnbitur idem, 

HoR. 2 £p. i. 18. 

For those are hated that excel the rest, 
Although, when dead, they are belov'd and blest. 

Creech. 

As I was tumbling about the town the other day in 
a hackney-coach, and delighting myself with busy 
scenes in the shops on each side of me, it came into 
my head, with no small remorse, that I had not 
been frequent enough in the mention and recoiQ- 
mendation of the industrious part of mankind. It 
very naturally upon this occasion touched my con- 
science in particular, that I had not acquitted my- 
self to my friend Mr. Peter Motteux. That indus- 
trious man of trade, and formerly brother of the 
quill, has dedicated to me a poem upon tea. It 
would injure him, as a man of business, if I did 
not let the world know that the author of so good 
verses writ them before he was concerned in traffic. 
In order to expiate my negligence towards him, I 
immediately resolved to make him a visit. I found 
his spacious warehouses filled and adorned with tea, 
China and India-ware. I could observe a beautiful 
ordonnance of the whole ; and such different and 
considerable branches of trade carried 6n in the 
same house, I exulted in seeing disposed by a 
poetical head. In one place were exposed to view 
silks of various shades and colours, rich brocades^ 
and the wealthiest product of foreign looms. Here 
you might see the finest laces held up by the fairest 
VOL. VII. I i 
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hands ; and, lliere, examined by the beauteous eyes 
of the buyers, the most delicate cambrics, mualms, 
and linens. I could not but congratulate my friend 
on the bumble, but 1 hoped beneficial, use he had 
made of his talents, and wished I could be a patron 
to his trade, as he had been pleased to make me of 
his poetry. The honest man has I know the modest 
desire of gain which is peculiar to those who un- 
dcTBtand better things than riches : and 1 dare say 
he would be contented with much less than nhat is 
called wealth at that quarter of the town which he 
inhabits, and will oblige all his customers with de- 
mands agreeable to the moderation of his desires. 

Among other omissions of which I have been also 
guilty, with relation to men of industry of a supe- 
rior order, 1 must acknowledge my silence towards 
a proposal frequently inclosed to me by Mr. Renalus 
Harris, orgau-buildei-. The ambition of this artificer 
is to erect an organ in St. Paul's cathedral, over the 
west door, at the entrance into the body of the 
church, which in art and magnificence shall tran- 
scend any works of that kind ever before invented. 
The proposal in perspicuous language sets forth the 
honour and advantage such a performance would be 
to the British name, as well as that it would apply 
the power of sounds in a manner more amazingly 
forcible than perhaps has yet been known, and I 
1 end much more worthy. Had the 



vast sums which have been laid out " 



ipon operas 



without skill or conduct, and to no other purpose 
but to suspend or vitiate our understandings, been 
disposed this vray, we should now perhaps have ao 
engine so formed as to strike the minds of half a 
people at once in a place of worship, with a forget- 
fulness of present care and calamity, and a hope of 
endless rapture and .joy and hallelujah hereafter. 
When I am doing this justice, I am not to forgt 
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best mechanic of my acquaints Dce, liiet useful 
servant to sciences and knowledge, Mr. Jobn Row- 
ley ; but 1 think I lay a great obhgalion on the pub- 
lic, by acquainting them with his proposals for a 
pair of new globes. After this preamble, he pro- 
mises in the said proposals that, 

IN THE CELESTIAL GLOBE, 

' Care sliall be taken that the fised stars be placed 
according to iheir true longitude and latitude, from 
the many and correct observations of Hevcliut, 
Cassini, Mr. Flamslcad, icg. astronomer; Dr. Hal- 
ley, Savilian profesgur in geometry in Oxon ; and 
from whatever else can be procured to render the 
globe more exact, instructive, and useful. 

' That all the constellations be drawn in a curious, 
uew, and particular manner; each star in so just, 
distinct, and conspicuous a proportion, that its 
magnitude may be readily known by bare inspec- 
tion, according to the diftcrent light and sizes of the 
stars. That the track or way of such comets as 
have been well observed, but not hitherto eitpressed 
in a globe, be carefully delineated in this.' 

IN THE TERRESTRIAL GLOBE, 

' That by reason the descriptions formerly made, 
both in tbe English and Dutch great globe, arc 
erroneous, Asia, Africa, and America, be drawn 
in a manner wholly new ; by which means it is to 
■be noted that the undertakers will be obliged tu 
-alter the latitude of some places in ten degrees, the 
ioDgilude nf others in twenty degrees; besides 
'Wbich great and necessary alterations, there be 
many remarkable counlries, cities, townSi rivers, 
aiid lakes, omitted in other globes, inserted here 
according to the best discoveries made bv our late 
lis 
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navigaion. Laally, lltat tbe course of the tr&de- 
wmd§, Ihf nioiiBiiona, and other winds periodically 
shifting betweeu ihe tropiis, be viiilily expressed. 

* Nnw, in regnrd ihat this undertaking is of so 
universal use, as the advaocenienl of the most 
neeeisary purls of the ma i lie ma lies, as well as 
lending lu tlie honour of the Brlliih nation, and 
thai llie charge of carrjitig it on is very expensive, 
■t is desired thai all genllemen who are willing to 
promote so great a work will be pleased la sub- 
scribe on tlie following conditiiins. 

' I, The uiiderlakers engsge to furnish each sub- 
scriber wilL a celestial and terrestrial globe, each 
of lliirty inches diameter, in all respects curiously 
adorned, the slurs gilded, the capital cities plainly 
distinguished, the frames, meridians, horizons, hour- 
circles, and indexes, so exactly finished up, and 
accuralely divided, Ihat a pair of these globes will 
appear, in the judgmeal of any diainlercsted and 
intelligent person, worth hlteen pounds more than 
will be demanded tor llicm by the undertakers, 

'II. Wboevcr will be plcHsed to subscribe, and 
pay twenty-five pounds in ihc manner fallowing fur 
a pair of tliese globes, either for their own use, 
or to present iheni to any college in the univer- 
sities, or Rny public library or schools, shall have 
his coat of arms, name, tit|e, seal, or place of re- 
4tdence. Ac. inserted in sonic convenienl place of 
(he globe. 

' 111. That every subscriber do at first pay down 
the sum of ten pounds, and fifteen pounds more 
upon the delivery of each pair of globes perfectly 
titled up. And that the said globes be delivered 
within twelve mouths after the number of thirty 
subscribers be completed ; and that the subscriber* 
he served with globes in the order in which thty 



subscribed. 
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* IV. That a pair of these globes shall not here* 
after be sold to auy person but the subscribers 
under thirty pounds. 

* V. That if there be not thirty subscribers 
iivithin four months after the first of December, 
1712, the money paid shall be returned on demand 
by Mr. John Warner, goldspnith, near Temple-bar, 
who shall receive and pay the same according to 
the above-mentioned articles.' T. 
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Nee lusiste pudety sed turn incidere Uidum. 

HoR. 1 £p. xiv. 80. 

Once to be wild is no snch fonl disgrace, 
But 'tis so still to run the frantic race. 

Ckeech. 

The project which I published on Monday last has 
brought roe in several packets of letters. Among 
the rest, I have received one from a certain pro- 
jector, wherein, after having represented, that in 
all probability the solemnity of opening my mouth 
will draw together a great confluence of beholders, 
he proposes to me the hiring of StationerVhall for 
the more convenient exhibiting of that public cere- 
mony. He undertakes to be at the charge of it 
himself, provided he may have the creeling of gal- 
leries on every side, and the letting ol them out 
upon that occasion. I have a letter also from a 
bookseller, petitioning me in a very humble manner 
that he may have the printing of the speech which 
I shall make to the assembly upon the lirst opening 

Ii3 
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of my mouth. I am iorortned from all parts that 
there are great canvajsgitigs in llie eeveral clubs 
about toMD, upon tiie choosiog uf a proper member 
to sit wilh me on those arduous alTairs to which I 
have summoned them. Three clubs have already 
proceeded to election, whereof OLe has made a 
double return. If i tiud that my enemies shall 
lake advantage of my silence to begin hostilities 
upon me, or if any other exigency of affairs may sn 
require, since 1 see elections in ao great forward- 
ness, we may possibly meet before the day ap- 
pointed ; or, if matters go on to my satisfaction, I 
may perhaps put off the meetiug to a further day; 
but of Ibis public notice shall be giveu. 

la the mean time 1 must confess that 1 am not a 
little gratitied and obliged by that concern which 
appears in this great city upon my present design 
of laying down this paper. It is hkewise with much 
satisfaction that 1 find some of the most outlying 
parts uf the kingdom alarmed upon this occasion, 
having received letters to expostulate with me 
about it from several of my readers of the remotest 
boroughs of Great Britain. Among these 1 am very 
well pleased with a letter dated from Berwick upou 
Tweed, wherein my con-espoudrnt 6ompares the 
nflice, which 1 have for some time executed in these 
realms, to the weeding of a gieat garden ; 'which,' 
says he, ' it is not sufiicient lo weed onie for all, 
and alterwarHs to give over, but that the work must 
be continued daily, or the seme spots of ground 
which are cleared for a while will in a little time be 
overruM as much as ever.' Another gentleman lays 
betoi'e me several enormities that are already sprout- 
ing, and which he believes will discover themselves 
in their growth immediately after my disappear- 
ance. ' There is no doubt," says he, • but the 
ladies' heads will sbvot up as soou as they kaow 
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they are no longer under the Spectator's eye ; aad 
I have already seeu such moDstrous broad -briaimed 
hats under the arms of foreigners, that 1 question 
, not but they will overshadow the island within a 
month or two after the dropping of your paper.' 
But, among all the letters which are come to my 
Iiands, there is none so handsomely written as the 
ibliowing one, which I am the more pleased with 
as it is sent me from gentlemen who belong to a 
body which I shall always honour, and where (I 
cannot speak it without a secret pride) my specula,- 
tious have met with a very kind reception. It is 
usual for poets, upon the publishing of their works, 
to print before them such copies of verses as have 
been made in their praise. Not that you must 
imagine they are pleased with their own couimen- 
dation, but because the elegant compositions of 
their friends should not he lost. I must make the 
game apology for the publication of the ensuing 
letter, in which 1 have suppressed no part of those 
praises which are given my speculations with too 
lavish and good-natured a hand; though my cor- 
respondents can witness for me, that at other times 
I have generally blotted out those parts in the let- 
ters which 1 have received from them. O. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 'Oxforfl, N0V.2S. 

' Ik spite of your invincible silence yon 
have found out the method of being the most agree- 
able companion in the world ; that kind of conver- 
sation which you hold with the town has the good 
fortune of being always pleasing to (be men of 
taste and leisure, and never offensive to those of 
hurry and business. You are never heard but at 
what Horace calls ikxtro tempore, and have the 
hsppiacss to observe the polite rule, which the 
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i^mediiceniing author gave hi) fiieud ulien he «!■ 
Joined him tu deliver his book to Aiigiistua: 

" Si vatidia, $i talu$ nil, li (imijiie p(w«i." 



Yoii never begin to talk but when people are d 
sirou i to hear you ; and 1 defy any one to be out 
humour until you leave off. But I am led unaware^ 
into reflexions foreign to the original design of thit 
epistle; which was to let you know, that some uor^ 
feigni^d admirers of yout inimitable papers, who 
could, without any flallery, greet you ^ ilb the aalar 
tatioii used to the eastern monarclis, vix. " O Spec, 
live foe ever," have lately been under the same af 
prehensions with Mr. Philo-Spec; that the bas| 
you have made to dispatch your best friends po| 
tends no Ion;; duration to your own short vii 
We could not, indeed, tind any just ground: 
complaint in the inelhod you took to dissolve thw 
venerable body; no, the world was not worthy aft 
your Divine. Will Honeycomb, could not, wiUt 
any reputation, live single any longer. It was faigb 
tine for the Templar to turn himself to Coke; and 
Sir Roger's dying was the wisest thing he ever did' 
in his life. It was, however, matter of great grief 
to us, lo think that we were in danger uf losing uk 
elegant and valuable an entertainment. And 
could not, without sorrow, reflect that we wi_ 
likely to have nothing to interrupt our sips in tfaft 
morning, and to suspend our coffee in mid-air, be- 
tween our lips and right ear, but the ordinary trash 
of newspapers. We resolved, therefore, not to part 
with yon so. But since, to make use of your own 





''I 

969 



N° 5S3. SPECTATOR. 909 

allusion, the cherries began now to crowd llie market, 
and their season was almost over, we consulted our 
future enjoyments, and endeavoured to make the 
exquisite pleasure that delicious fruit gave our taste 
as lasting as we could, and bydrying Ihem protract 
their stay beyond its natural date. We own that 
thus they have not a flavour equal to that of their 
juicy bloom ; but yet, under this disadvantage, they 
pique the palate, and become a salver better than 
any other fruit at its first appearance. To speak 
plain, there are a number of us who have begun 
your works afresh, and meet two nights iu the week 
in order to give jou a re-hearing. We never come 
together without drinking your health, and as sel- 
dom part without general expressions of thanks to 
you for our night's improvement. This we conceive 
to be a more useful institution than any other club 
whatever, not excepting even that of Ugly Faces. 
We have one manifest advantage over that re- 
nowned society, with respect to Mr. Spectator's 
company. For though they may brag that you 
Eometimes make your personal appearance amongst 
them, it is impossible that they should ever get a 
word from you, whereas you are with us the reverse 
of what Phaedria would have his mistress be in his 
rival's company, "present in your absence." We 
make you talk as much and as long as we please ; 
and, let me tell you, you seldom hold your tongue 
for the whole evening. I promise myself you will 
look with an eye of favour upon a meeting which 
owes its original to a mutual emulation among its 
members, who shall shew the moat profound re- 
spect for your paper ; not but we have a very great 
value for your person : and I dare say you can no 
where find four more sincere admirers, and humble 
servants, than 

... * T. F. G. S. J. T. B, T.' 
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TrnldiKfii ria nt, ^£ mt qioqur pcnim 

TMtrt kMMo, cidor^M ruviB ntitme y-r m'o. 

ViRG. Georg. iu. 
New mvi I must >ttempl, inj grovellinf Dame 
Te ruse aii>l\, uid wiug my rtighl lu fame. 

Urvdeh, 

I AM obliged lor tUt following essay, as well as for' 
Ihal which lays Jown rules out of 'fully fur pronuD- 
ciaiioii aud action, to the ingenious author of a book 
just published, entitled An Ode lo the Creator of 
the World, occasioned bv the Tragments of Or- 
pheus. 

* It is a remark, made as I reuiembor by a cel^- 
bnted French author, that no man ever pushed hil 
capacity as far as i( was able to extend. I shall not 
inquire whether this assertion be strictly true, 
may suftice lo say. that men of the greatest applica-> 
tion and acquiremenli can look back upou 
vacant spaces, and neglected parts of time, 
bave slipped away from them iinemploved; an<l' 
there is Imrdly any one considertnf> person in 
world but is apt to fancy with himself, at some time 
or other, that if his life were to beeia again hecouliT 
fill it .ip better. ^ 

' The mind is most provoked to cast on itself thii 
ingenious reproach, wlien the examples of such men 
are presented lo it as have far oiitshot the geoerality 
of their species in learning, arts, or any valuable^ 

of the most extensive and improved geJ 
'e have had any instance of in our 
in any other, was that of Sir Francis Bacon, I 
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Lord Verulam. This great niau, bj' exiraordiaarj 
force of Diiture, compass of thought, atid indefa- 
tigable study, had amassed to himself such stores of 
knowledge as we cannot look upon without amaze- 
ment. His capacity seemed to have grasped all 
that was revealed iu books before his time ; and, 
not satisfied with that, he began to strike out new 
tracks of science, loo many lo be travelled over by 
any one man in the compass of the longest life. 
These therefore he could only mark down, like im- 
perfect coastings on maps, on supposed points of 
land, to be further discovered and ascertained by 
the industry of aOer-ages, who should proceed up- 
on his notices or conjectures. 

' The eKcellcnt Mr. Boyle was the person who 
seems to have been designed by nature to succeed 
to the labours and inquiries of that ext raordinary ge- 
nius I have Just mentioned. By inuumerablc expe- 
nments, he in a great measure tilled up those plans 
and outlines of science, which his predecessor had 
■kelclied out. His life was spent m the pursuit of 
nature through a great variety of forms and changes, 
and in the most rational as well as devout adoration 
of its divine Author. 

' It would be impossible to name many persons 
-vrho have extended their capacities as fur as these 
'two, in the studies they pursued ; but my learned 
readers on this occasion will naturally turn their 
-thoughts to a third,* who is yet living, and is like- 
iWise the glory of our own nation. The improve- 
nteuts which others had made iu natural and ma- 
itbematical knowledge have so vastly increased in his 
;]iBnd9, as to afford at once a wonderful instance how 
great the capacity is of a human soul, and inex- 
haustible the subject of its inquiries ; so t ue is this 



remark mi boi^ wrU, tJuC ** th^oeft ^t wbie man seek 
to 6ad out thie works o4F Gtut laruot die beginniii^ to 
tke end, iret «faaU be aoc be able to do U.^ 

' 1 caaaot kelp mewtiaimc bexe ooe ckmnelcr 
more of b differeai kind mdeed frwrn tbese, yet mkI 
ta one fts may serve to shew tbe wooderiol l<Mree«f 
watore aiul of appiicaliow, aad is tbe most smgwIariB- 
itaoee of an oniversal gewius I bave eirer met wilk. 
Tbe persoo I mean is Leoeaido de Vinci, an Italui 
painter, descended from a noUe family in ToacaBj, 
aboot the beginning of tbe si^iteentb* ccntarj. la 
his profession of bistory-paiuting be was so great a 
master, that some hare affirmed he excelled all whs 
went before him. It is certain that be raised tbe 
envy of Michael Angelo, who was his contempo- 
rary, and that from the study of his works Raplnel 
himself learned his best manner of designing. He 
was a master too in sculpture and arcbitectnre, and 
akilful in anatomy, mathematics, and mechanics. 
The aqueduct from the river Adda to Milan is men- 
tioned as a work of his contrivance. He had learned 
several languages, and was acquainted with the 
studies of history, philosophy, poetr>', and music. 
Though it is not necessary to my present purpose, I 
cannot but take notice, that all who have writ of him 
mention lik(>wise his perfection of body. The in- 
stances of liis strength are almost incredible. He is 
described to have been of well-formed person, and 
a master of all genteel exercises. And lastly, we 
are told that bis moral qualities were agreeable to 
his natural and intellectual endowments, and that he 
was of an honest and generous mind, adorned with 
great sweetness of manners. I might break off tbe 
account of bim liere, but I imagine it will be an en- 
tertainment to the curiosity of my readers, to Und so 

* He vmb born in 1445, and died in 1520. 
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remarkable a character distiBguished by as remark- 
able a circumstance at his death. The fame of his 
works having gained him an universal esteem, he 
was invited to the court of France, where, after 
some time, he fell sick; and Francis the First 
coming to see him, he raised himself in his bed to 
acknowledge the honour which was done him by 
that visit. The king embraced him, and Leonardo, 
fainting in the same moment, expired in the arms 
of that great monarch. 

* It is impossible to attend to such instances as 
these without being raised into a contemplation on 
the wonderful nature of an human mind, which is 
capable of such progressions in knowledge, and can 
contain such a variety of ideas without perplexity or 
confusion. How reasonable is it from hence to in- 
fer its divine original ! And whilst we find unthink- 
ing matter endued with a natural power to last for 
ever, unless annihilated by Omnipotence, how ab- 
surd would it be to imagine that a being so much 
superior to it should not have the same privilege ! 

' At the same time it is very surprising, when we 
remove our thoughts from such instances as I have 
mentioned, to consider those we so frequently meet 
with in the accounts of barbarous nations among the 
Indians; where we find numbers of people who 
scarce shew the fifst glimmerings of reason, and 
seem to have few ideas above those of sense and 
appetite. These, methinks, appear like large 
wilds, or vast uncultivated tracts of human na- 
ture: and, when we compare them with men of the 
«.most exalted characters in arts and learning, we 
.find it difficult to believe that they are creatures 
of the same species. 

* Some are of opinion that the souls of men are 
all naturally equal, and that the great disparity we 
so often observe arises from the different organi- 
VOL. vii. K k 
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ztition or structure of the bodies to which they arc 
united. But, whatever constitutes the first dis- 
parity, the next great difference which we find be- 
tween men in their several acquirements is owing to 
accidental differences in their education, fortunes, 
or course of life. The soul is a kind of rough dia- 
mond, which requires art, labour, and time to polish 
it. For want of which many a good natural genius 
is lost, or lies unfashioned, like a jewel in the 
mine. 

' One of the strongest incitements to excel in such 
arts and accomplishments as are in the highest 
esteem among men, is the natural passion which 
the mind of man has for glory ; which, though it 
may be faulty in the excess of it, ought by no means 
to be discouraged. Perhaps some moralists are 
too severe in beating down this principle, which 
seems to be a spring implanted by nature to give 
motion to all the latent powers of the soul, and is 
alwa^'s observed to exert itself with the greatest 
force in the most generous dispositions. The men 
whose cha^'acters have shone the brightest among' 
the ancient Uoraans, appear to have been strongly 
animated by this passion. Cicero, whose learning 
and service to his country are so well known, was 
inflamed by it to an extravagant degree, and warm- 
ly presses Lucceius, who was d^mposing a history 
of those times, to be very particular and zealous 
in relating the story of his consulship ; and to exe- 
cute it speedily, thut he might have the pleasure of 
enjoying in his life-time some part of the honour 
which he foresaw wouUi be paid to his memory. 
This was the ambition of a great mind; but he is 
faulty in the degree of it, and cannot refrain from 
soliciting the historian upon this occasion to neg- 
lect the strict la^^ s of history, and, in praising hira, 
even to exceed the bounds of truth. The vounercr 
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Pliny appears to have had the same passion for 
fame, but accompanied with greater chasteness and 
jnodesty* His ingenious manner of owning it to a 
friend, who had prompted him to undertake some 
great work is exquisitely beautiful, and raises him 
to a certain grandeur above the imputation of 
vanity. " I must confess," says he, ** that nothing 
employs my thoughts more than the desire I have 
of perpetuating my name; which in my opinion is 
a design worthy of a man, at least of such an one, 
who being conscious of no guilt, is not afraid to 
be remembered by posterity." 

* I think I ought not to conclude without interest- 
ing all my readers in the subject of this discourse: 
I shall therefore lay it down as a maxim that 
though all are not capable of shining in learning or 
the politer arts, yet every one is capable of excelling 
in something. The soul has in this respect a certain 
vegetative power which cannot lie wholly idle. If 
it is not laid out and cultivated into a regular and 
beautiful garden, it will of itself shoot up in weeds 
or flowers of a wilder growth.* 
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